
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 4, 2010 Page E-1

goleader.com online exclusive

CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Transform Your House Into Your Dream House

1(877) 572-0738

www.brickface.com/2010

For over 50 years, our award-winning company specializes in the installation of high-quality
Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

COUGAR BOYS PLACE THIRD, FEENEY FINISHES 14TH

Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Andrew Kirna crossed the
finish line first to lead the No. 3
defending champion Westfield High
School boys cross-country team to
the Union County Crown on the 3.19-
mile course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 28.

Westfield finished with a team total
of 25 and placed six of its seven run-
ners in the top-12 out of 106 entrants
in the 14-team race. Roselle Catholic
finished second at 92, followed by the
Cranford Cougars at 109, Union
Catholic at 163, Summit at 176 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 178.

Kirna crossed the finish line in
16:14, six seconds ahead of Everett
Price (New Providence) who crossed
in 16:20. But last week at the confer-
ence meet, Kirna finished with a siz-
zling time of 16:08.6, so, “I was a
little disappointed. I wanted to im-
prove from last week, being that this
is my last meet on the dual course,”
he said.

His performance at the conference
meet put Kirna in the position of
being the frontrunner, so the pressure
was on.

“It was a big challenge, but it’s like

motivation to keep it up and keep that
first place,” he said.

A wave of Blue Devils sprinkled
with a few Raiders crammed in a very
tight pack at the half-mile point, but
as the race progressed toward an up-
hill area near the two-and-one-half
mile point, Kirna made his move.

“It was sort of hard to tell my
bearing with everyone else, but after
that uphill area, I heard them drifting
back a little, so tried to pick it up and
make a move over there,” he said.

Raider Alex Parker had a slight
lead on Blue Devil Jack Leahy com-
ing down the coned, home stretch
area, but Leahy managed at add just
enough burst to finish third with a
time of 16:24, while Parker crossed
fourth with a time of 16:26.

At the conference meet, Parker was
a distant third behind Leahy, so his
strategy this time was more success-
ful. “Last week I got third in the
conference behind Jack Leahy and
Andrew Kirna. What happened was,
right before the second mile, I dropped
back a little bit, and for the rest of the
race, I pretty much stayed that dis-
tance,” Parker said. “I figured this
week, my coach and I decided that I
should stick with them all the way,

and leave it up to the end to see what
would happen in the kick. I killed
myself to get there, and my kick
didn’t work out as well.”

Zach Lizmi at 16:32 and Sam
Tooley at 16:38 finished 5-6. Team-
mates John Kirna at 17:09 and Evan
Tarlow at 17:11 finished 10-12, and
Edward Stocking finished 28th at
17:50 to give the Blue Devils an av-
erage time of 16:35.4, one second off
their course record of 16:34.1 of last
week.

“It was really exciting, especially
being the fastest team ever on this
course,” Kirna commented.

Tom Feeney was the first Cranford
Cougar to cross the line with a time of
17:17, which was good enough for
14th place. Elias Howard finished 16th
with a time of 17:20, and Mike Cassidy
finished 20th with a time of 17:28.
Raider Kyle Mahoney came in 27th at
17:47, and Cougars Mike Zanfardino
at 17:51 and Zach Fitzgerald at 17:54
finished 29-30. Raiders Jon Kirby and
Mike Pesin finished with respective
times of 18:17 and 18:18, while Cou-
gars Liam Laverty and William
Haussner crossed in 18:32 and 18:49,
respectively. Raider Jon Miksis
crossed in 19:10.
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A Great Opportunity to Shop for Holiday Gifts

ROSIE’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, November 14th:
celebrate @ rosie’s...

Upcoming

Events:

Come Taste Over 100 wines  •  Buffet Served  •  Live Music
Bridal Showers • Corporate Events

Custom Wine Tastings • Holiday Celebrations
Retail & More

SPECIAL

HOLIDAY HOURS
Mon, Nov 22; Tues, Nov 23 & Wed, Nov 24: OPEN 12 Noon

Thurs, Turkey Day, Nov 25:  OPEN 10 – 2 pm

Pop in and Pick up that Special Bottle for your Table or for a Gift!

Rosie is on Site to help you Select that Perfect Something!

Open for Retail, Bar and Limited Food Menu

Gift Certificates Always Available12pm - 6pm. Come & Go As You Please. $40 in advance; $55 at the door

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MASS OF COUGARS AND HILLTOPPERS…Cougars T.J. Nichols, No. 56, and J.P. Christiano, No. 36, prepare to get
in on the mass of Cougars and Hilltoppers in Summit on October 30. The undefeated Hilltoppers pulled off a come-from-
behind, 17-13, victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO CROSS THE LINE WITH GOOD TIMES…Cougars Tom Feeney, right, and Elias Howard, left, finished 14
and 16 in the Union County meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 27 with respective times of 17:17 and 17:20.

KLIMEK RETURNS INTERCEPTION 56 YDS FOR TD

Cougar Gridders Get Stung
By Hilltoppers’ Rally, 17-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knocking off a team that has won
19 straight games would be a very
difficult task, but it nearly happened
when the Cranford High School foot-
ball team, fresh off a stunning victory
over Hillside the week before, visited
the Summit Hilltoppers at Metro
Homes Field, formerly Tatlock Field,
on October 30.

The Cougars had the Hilltoppers in

a 13-0 trench three quarters of the
way through the second quarter, but
the team from Summit scored a touch-
down just before halftime and added
another in the fourth quarter to take a
14-13 lead, before putting the icing
on the cake with a jaw-dropping 49-
yard field goal.

After a strong defensive battle
throughout the first quarter, the 5-3
Cougars and quarterback Joey
Papandrea engineered an 80-yard
scoring drive, which consisted en-
tirely of running plays, that ended
when Papandrea curled two yards for
the touchdown. Rob Gaeta split the
uprights to make the score, 7-0.

“It was one of those drives that
took a lot of time. There were only
two runs of 10 yards. Everything else
was four or five yards,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said. “[Run-
ning back] Reggie Green and [wide
receiver/running back] Kasim Lewis
had two of the longest runs.”

Next, Cougar linebacker Mike
Klimek read Hilltopper quarterback
Ryan Bringewatt’s eyes and inter-
cepted his short pass. From there,

Klimek barreled down the sideline,
and received some fine blocking to
complete a 56-yard touchdown with
1:40 remaining in the half. The point
after attempt failed.

“They threw a little pop pass to
their tight end. They bring him in the
slot. They threw a quick pass to him
and Klimek started to get into his
drop, put his hands up and was able to
get his hands on it and made the
catch,” Coach Rosenmeier explained.

The 8-0 Hilltoppers came right back
with a scoring drive that was con-
cluded when Bringewatt slipped in
from the one-yard line. Sophomore
place kicker Mike Badgley converted
the point after, to narrow the score to
13-7 at halftime.

“To their credit, that’s what cham-

pionship teams do,” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “They returned the
kickoff to about the 35 and went 55
yards in a little over a minute.”

As they had in the first quarter, the
Cougars’ and the Hilltoppers’ ruled
the third quarter defensively, but in
the fourth quarter, Summit hit pay
dirt when sophomore Tyler Carbone
scored on an 11-yard run, and Badgley
booted the extra point to make the
score 14-13.

Defensively, Klimek and senior
linebacker J.T. Vicci combined for 31
tackles, and senior defensive line-
man Bobby Anstatt added 10 tackles.

“That’s 41 tackles between three
guys. We really did a tremendous job
defensively. They got close to the
goal line twice. I don’t know when
was the last time they [Summit] scored
17 with a 49-yard field goal. “It was
a defensive struggle on both sides,”
Coach Rosenmeier said. “We drove
the ball twice. After they scored to
make the score 14-13, we drove all
the way down to the eight.”

Late in the fourth quarter, after the
Cougars fumbled, the Hilltoppers
took over, but the drive sputtered and
a long field goal attempt was set at theProbitas Verus Honos
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Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING IN SUPPORT OF THEIR TEAM…A mass of Cougar fans witnessed the exciting football game between the
Cranford Cougars and the undefeated Summit Hilltoppers on October 30.


