
Page 14  Thursday, November 4, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devils Startle Tigers in Second O.T., 30-24
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

through and tried to get as many yards
as I could,” Landzano said.

On the next play, Landzano added
a 16-yard reception to place the ball
on the 19.

“John, going into the game, I think
he’s only had one or two catches. We
thought we could sneak it through.
We took a shot. It didn’t work, and
then we came back with another one
to him. It set up the other plays,” said
Coach DeSarno, who was no stranger
to Linden.

“I had a great five years there. I
made lifelong friends when I was
there. I coached some of those kids’
brothers and cousins. When they are
not playing us, I root for them,” Coach
DeSarno added.

Four plays later, Ondi made his
eight-yard TD reception to put
Westfield in front, 14-10.

“When the ball comes to you, you
got to make plays, especially in a
game like this where it’s tight the
whole game,” Ondi said.

Jones concluded a 76-yard scoring
drive when he slipped into the end
zone from the one with 1:13 left in the
third quarter to give the Tigers a 17-
14 lead. With four minutes remaining
in the game, the Blue Devils had a
fourth-and-inches at the Tiger 11, but
a five-yard penalty forced them to
attempt a 33-yard field goal, which
Jon Gribbin nailed to tie the score.
Linden came back and set up for a 39-
yard field goal attempt with seven
seconds left, but O’Rourke came fly-
ing in to block the kick.

Beginning at the 25, Westfield got
the ball first, and Kerr hooked up with
Ondi for 18 yards. Three plays later,
Murray pushed in from the one.

“Peter is so scrappy. He probably
had three special teams tackles. He’s
got that great cornerback mentality.
And he does run that tunnel screen
real well. We never got the spot to run
it the whole game, so what the heck,
‘run it.’ We got the first down in
overtime,” Coach DeSarno said.

On Linden’s turn, the Blue Devils
had Jones hemmed in on fourth down,
but he tossed a short desperation pass
to William Ingram for a first down.
Three plays later, running back Kevin
Rodriguez sliced six yards for the TD.

Linden got possession in the sec-
ond overtime, and on the first play,
Ondi baited Jones to throw a short
pass to his right. Ondi timed it per-
fectly for the interception.

“We have been practicing this stuff
all week long. I have just been wait-
ing for my time. I was ready to jump
that route, make a play. When the
time came, I stepped up,” Ondi said.

“The whole team stepped up. It was a
great win!”

Murray carried three times on the
Blue Devils’ second possession to
place the ball on the eight, where the
play of the day occurred and Landzano
grabbed the pass in the end zone.

“I felt like I had to step up this
game. We needed everyone we could
to step up. Danny got me the ball and
I executed,” Landzano said.

“It was supposed to be a run up the
middle. We were working it all day,
but they blitzed up the middle a lot.
We were working all week on a pop

pass. I looked at Danny and said, ‘pop
pass right here!’ He looked at me and
said, ‘like yes!’ I had complete confi-
dence it would be a touchdown. This
was the best football game I have ever
been a part of,” Murray explained.

Tomorrow, Friday, November 5,
the Blue Devils travel to Somerville
to face once-defeated Immaculata.

“If we have to go to two overtimes
again, we are going to do it,” Ondi
said. “We are going to keep playing.
We are like dogs. We never stop.”
Linden 3 7 7 0 7 0 24
Westfield 0 7 7 3 7 6 30

GREENSPAN NAILS HEADER ON KRONICK’S CORNER

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Edge
Dayton in UCT Quarters, 1-0

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In its opening game, which was in
the quarterfinal round game of the
Union County Tournament, the top-
seeded Westfield High School boys
soccer team had a nice 1-0 win over
Jonathan Dayton in Westfield on
October 27. Senior striker Joe
Greenspan buried the only goal of the
game with a powerful header off a
well-placed corner kick from Shane
Kronick.

Pretty much from the start of the
game, the Blue Devils displayed their
skill and began dominating posses-
sion, but they did not create any great
scoring opportunities until the 15th
minute when they had a flurry of
chances.

First a long range shot from Henry
Smith that troubled the keeper then
on the ensuing corner kick a header
by Greenspan that was hit right at the
defender on the front post.

Then in the 22nd minute, Kronick
put a cross into the box that Greenspan
again got a head on but he could not
get it on goal.

The Blue Devils continued to con-

trol the tempo throughout the entire
first half but they just weren’t able to
get the goal.

This is especially when you worry
about giving up a cheap goal to the
opposition. As Head Coach George
Kapner put it, “I’m always concerned
about a fluke goal, I worry about it
every time I coach. That is why I love
this game though… I can’t think of
another sport where you can dominate
the game like we did today and some
fluky thing happens and you lose.”

However, the defense of Westfield
was just playing too well to allow a
mistake like that. The defense smoth-
ered all of Dayton’s offensive attacks
and helped to build the attack and get
the ball to the midfielders. Even with
standout defender, Evan Heroux, out
with injury, Dayton could not mount
any attack on Westfield’s goal.

In the 55th minute Greenspan fi-
nally converted a header. Kronick
struck another beautiful corner kick.
Greenspan out-jumped the defenders
and knocked a powerful header into
the back of the net.

“Shane hits the ball in the same
place every time and he takes great

corner kicks,” Greenspan said after
the game. “Normally I make a run in,
but I kept getting grabbed, so I de-
cided just to post up in the middle.
Shane just put it right in the back
post, and I got up under it. I saw it the
whole way.”

Coach Kapner also said, “[It was a]
nice win early in the tournament.
Dayton is an exceptional program
that won a state championship last
year. Their kids know how to win.
They have not even lost yet this year.
My concern with the new format was
that we were playing a team that has
already played two county games and
this was our first. These are high
school kids, you just do not know
how they will react or respond. Now
having said I think our kids came out
strong and were ready to go.”

“We just played hard. We were
able to move the ball well and create
a number of opportunities… We were
unlucky not to get a few more goals.
But in the end we played well and
found a way to win and we move on,”
he added.
Jonathan Dayton 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

GAINING SOME BIG YARDAGE…Westfield PAL “B” Blue players pictured,
left to right, Chris Cerrachio, Chris Rinaldi and Nick Mele gain, some yardage on
their way to a 14-13 victory over Millburn.

WF PAL ‘B’ Blue Skins
Millburn Grid Kids, 14-13

The Westfield PAL “B” Blue foot-
ball team pulled out a 14-13 victory
over Millburn on October 31 to
qualify for the playoffs with a 5-3
record.

The Westfield defense came out
hitting hard, led by linebackers
Michael O’Connor, Matt McIlory,
Jack Gorelick and Jacob Kurstedt.
On its first drive, linemen Devin
Zrebiec, Johnny Link, Justin Lin,
Zack Kelly, Cameron Bremer,
Kurstedt and O’Connor helped
Westfield advance downfield. Run-
ning backs Chris Rinaldi and Jack
Gorelick made some good gains, and
Brett Robertshaw had a nice recep-
tion, but Millburn held deep in its
territory.

Defensive linemen Devin Ander-
son, Tavis Brunson, J. Mack Rembisz,
Robbie Suriano, Bremer, Lin and Link
dug in and forced another Millburn
punt. Later, quarterback Nick Mele

connected with wide receiver Owen
Murray for a 60-yard touchdown play.
Before halftime, defensive backs
Chris Hoerle and Murray batted down
two Millburn passes.

After halftime, Westfield got the
ball and started a long march
downfield, which was highlighted by
Mele’s 30-yard scramble and
Gorelick’s 25-yard sweep. Fullback
Devin Anderson added a two-yard
touchdown run. Kicker Chris Rinaldi
booted the two-point conversion.

Millburn responded with a 50-yard
touchdown run and added the extra
point to make the score, 14-7. After
Westfield’s drive stalled, Millburn
took over on their own 30. A 40-yard
catch and run put the Millers on the
Westfield one-yard line where the
quarterback scored. Millburn at-
tempted a conversion run, but
Westfield defenders Bremer and
Rembisz stopped it.
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OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH  12-4PM

Cranford. Lovely 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial. This lovely home features a beautifully
updated EIK with granite countertops, LR with a wood burning fireplace, FDR, and a FR
with a large bow window looking out on the large fenced-in backyard with a paver patio
perfect for outdoor entertaining. The second floor offers 3 nice sized bedrooms, a full bath
and abundant attic storage. Located close to Nomahegan Park, bike trails, schools, NYC
transportation, and shopping. Directions: Springfield to Riverside to Henley to Dunham
to Herning #123.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH  12-4PM

Scotch Plains. 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch with an oversized LR with hard wood floors
and a wood burning fireplace, the expansive FR, with bamboo floors and wall length
French style sliders leading to the deck overlooking the backyard. The FDR boasts
hardwood floors and a bow window. The EIK with a Center Island and oak cabinetry is
a cook’s dream. Finishing out the home is a MBR with private bathroom, two other
Bedrooms and a newly renovated high end bath with double sink and granite countertop.
Directions: Cooper to Heather to Highlander #20.

Scotch Plains. Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath Split Level home in a
terrific location; featuring a new Master Bedroom and Bath and huge Family Room with
wet bar. Very convenient to NYC transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer
on the large deck overlooking the park like backyard with in ground swimming pool and
Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite on ground floor. Directions: North to Westfield
to Morse to Ascot to Stocker #2293.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH  12-4PM

Westfield. Price Reduction. Classic Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood,
nestled on an intimate cul de sac. Arching oaks shade this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath
professionally landscaped property. Over sized rooms are complimented by architectural
detail through out, Formal Living Room with wood burning fireplace and window seat and
Dining Room plus hard wood floors. Master Bedroom with a private Bath and generous
closets, finished basement, 2 car garage, patio, and 4 season porch. Directions: East Broad
to Wychwood Road to Gallowae #29.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH  12-4PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH  12-4PM

Scotch Plains. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial is absolute perfection. Eat
In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with wood burning fireplace, partially
finished basement with den, laundry and utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler,
Privacy Fence, Central Air, 2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac. Directions:
Mountain to Roberts Ln to Gary Ct #5.

COLONIAL

Westfield. This beautifully renovated and expanded 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial is
enhanced by traditional elegance. Newer kitchen (2009), opening to FR with skylights and
cathedral ceiling, offers an ideal layout for entertaining while being spacious and
comfortable. This distinctive home features hardwood floors, beautiful entry foyer,
Master BR with skylights and walk-in closet, 2 section finished basement and generous
closet space throughout. Close to schools and train.

Joseph Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING HIS EYES ON THE BALL…Blue Devil senior midfielder Ryan Heine, back, keeps both eyes focused on the ball
in the Union County quarterfinal game against Jonathan Dayton.


