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Lady Blue Devils Finish 2nd
At Union County X-Country
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oh boy … was last Saturday at
Kehler Stadium one of those games
you want to keep forever on DVD, to
get you through a bad day or week?

WHS vs. Linden. Two heavy-
weights slugging it out like it was Ali
(Linden) vs. Frazier (WHS), speed
vs. relentlessness. Make no mistake
about it! Both teams are playoff de-
serving. Whether that happens or not
will be determined by the results of
games this coming weekend, includ-
ing WHS’s trip down Route 22 to take
on another once-beaten team,
Immaculata.

(It should be pointed out that Lin-
den beat Immaculata two weeks ago,
so could WHS fans please have a
little cockiness-confidence about to-
morrow night?)

Where to start on Saturday’s game.
Big crowd, at least on the WHS side
of Kehler Stadium. Big plays, too
many to list here. A.J. Murray’s bull-
ish running, Dan Kerr’s pinpoint pass-
ing, the blocking of a much under-
sized offensive line, the defensive
efforts of just about the entire team.
Jon Gribbin’s clutch into-the-wind
game-tying field goal. James
O’Rourke’s block of a possible last-
second game-winning field goal. The
decisive touchdown on a check-off
by Kerr.

All I know is, when James Lanzano
caught the winning pass, and the blue
horde of WHS players raced onto the
field, I found myself shaking hands
and hugging, in no particular order,
Spud Monroe, Keith Gibbons, Matty
Costello, John McDermott … all guys
from the ’70s who were there to root
on the 2010 squad. They had no fam-
ily playing, no reason to be there
other than it was WHS playing a big,
really big, football game.

But it’s over with now, put into the
memory banks to talk about at Dillon’s
– or the Jolly Trolley, if they ever
change the name back. And it’s on to
tomorrow’s game.

WHS vs. ‘’Lata: A Rare
‘Non-public’ Football Game

A quick check of “100 Years of
Blue Devil Football” shows that to-
morrow night’s trip to Brooks Field
to play Immaculata is not the first
time WHS has taken on a “non-pub-
lic” school in football. In fact, far
from it.

The first known game ever played
by WHS, back in 1897 when WHS
was known as the Lincoln School,
was against St. Xavier of New York.
The game was played on the “North
Broad Street grounds” and was won
by Lincoln 4-0.

Over the years, there have been
games with the Pingry School in
Hillside (1898, 1900, 1913, 1914,
1922), the Cedar Croft School in
Pennsylvania (1904, 1906), the
Carlton School in Summit (1913),
Holy Cross in Plainfield (1910), the
Livingston School (1908), the
Whittier School in Plainfield (1901,
1904), the Leal School in Plainfield
(1899, 1900, 1905), the Pennington
School (1911), Rutgers Prep (1915),
St. Benedict’s Prep (1915); since the
Great Depression, however, the only
non-pub foe was Marist of Jersey
City, a 32-15 WHS loss to open the
1999 season. WHS’s combined
record vs. the non-pubs is 10-7-3,
for what that’s worth.

This is also the first time WHS has
played an official (non-scrimmage)
game at Brooks Field since 1962,
when Gary Kehler’s second team
made the trip west and scored a 40-0
victory as junior fullback Jim O’Neil
and sophomore halfback Rudy Brown
each scored twice. Interestingly,
Roosevelt Junior High School had
edged Somerville by just a 13-0 mar-
gin in the fall of 1959. That RJHS
team, coached by Dick Phillips and
assistants Bill Palmer and Bill
Odenkirk, included future WHS
standouts Dave Morash, Marty
Howarth, Bud Mueller, Rick Thiele,
Kip Kindregan, Larry Warter, John
Barnes, Randy (Goober) Ellis and

Chappy Colucci, and eighth-grader
Dwight Davies.

Immaculata is 7-1 and coming off a
29-26 come-from-behind victory
against Elizabeth (which WHS beat
30-20 earlier), which was a nice re-
covery from their 19-14 loss to Lin-
den (which WHS just beat, as men-
tioned earlier). WHS is 6-1, and riding
a five-game win streak.

WHS 44, Rahway 13: With the
Indians looking to stop the run, Kerr
tied the school record with four TD
passes (see Devil of the Month); three
of Kerr’s TDs were thrown to Ryan
Hess, the second-best total in school
history, trailing only Charles Luce’s
four TD receptions vs. Nyack, N.Y.,
on Thanksgiving Day of 1934. George
Clarke (1943 vs. Millburn), Dwight
Winn (1961 vs. Hillside) and Brian
Ciemniecki (1994 vs. Union) also
grabbed three TD passes in a game.

THIS AND THAT
Tennis: The girls won their second

straight state Group 4 title – third in
the past six years, and eighth in his-
tory – and capped the season with a 3-
2 victory over Red Bank Catholic in
the Tournament of Champions final
(see Devil of the Month). WHS’s
other TOC appearances had been
losses in 1994 (Ramapo 4-1 in the
semifinals), 2005 (Holmdel 3-2 in
the final), 2009 (Haddonfield 3-2 in
the final).

Cross-country: The WHS boys, led
by Andrew Kirna, Jack Leahy and a
solid pack, captured both the Union
County Conference and the Union
County championship. The girls won
the conference title, and finished sec-
ond to a really good Summit team at
the county meet.

Soccer: WHS vs. SP-F in the Union
County Tournament boys and girls
final this Saturday. Woo-hoo! As the
old song goes, Who could ask for
anything more? State tournament play
started earlier this week, too, with the
boys playing J.P. Stevens on Monday
and the girls facing North Hunterdon
on Tuesday.

By the way, congratulations are in
order to both WHS soccer programs.

The boys’ recent 12th win this fall
was No. 600 in the history of the
program, which started in the fall of
1963 under coach Bjarne Tonneson.
The 48-year-old program has pro-
duced nine county, six sectional and
three state championships ... and
counting. The overall record (14-2-2
this year through Sunday) is 602 wins,
221 losses and 103 ties.

The girls (11-4-1 through Sunday)
won the 500th match since the pro-
gram started in 1980. In their 30+
years, the girls have a 501-111-39
record, including 18 county, nine sec-
tional and two state titles.

Correction: Once again old age (and
laziness) caused an error in a recent
Den, where we said SP-F soccer goalie
Paige Della Badia was a sophomore;
she’s a senior.

Gymnastics: That’s five straight
county championships – and 14 since
the event start in 1980 – for coach
Melissa Bryan’s crew, after a narrow
victory over Cranford. Lyndsey Lee
(bars) and Abby Cook (beam) won
individual titles, and Kelly Bohlinger
contributed big scores.

Field hockey: WHS earned a spot
in the North 1 Group 4 field and
opens at Phillipsburg today. It’s the

Devils’ first state tournament game
since 2003, when they lost to
Hillsborough 1-0. The 1999 team beat
Bridgewater-Raritan and reached the
second round of sectionals, losing to
P’burg.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
Every two weeks we’re going to

produce a top five, on various sub-
jects. Readers are welcome to send in
a top five of their own on any subject
and we’ll try to produce a matching
top five. This week:

Popular music geniuses, 1955-
2005:

5. Richard Thompson.
4. Ry Cooder.
3. Peter Gabriel.
2. Brian Wilson.
1. Bob Dylan.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or was anybody else ready to ex-

plode/implode when the next politi-
cal ad came on the television?
Couldn’t all the money that was spent
on all that negativity be better used?
Schools? Hospitals? Infrastructure?
Soup kitchens? Social Security? Any-
thing, really, would’ve been better.
It’s both pathetic and embarrassing.

IN PASSING
John Chironna, one of the legend-

ary football players under coach Joe
Freeman, passed away on Oct. 15 at
the age of 82, after a long battle with
multiple myeloma. Chironna (’46)
was an all-state selection and co-cap-
tain of the 1945 team that went 9-1,
losing only to Roselle Park. During
his three years as a starting guard,
WHS was 27-3 and won two sec-
tional titles.

After starring at Bucknell Univer-
sity, where he captained the football
and baseball teams, Chironna returned
to become an outstanding high school
coach, most notably at Morristown,
where his 1974 shared the final No. 1
ranking in the state with WHS.

We also lost June Cleaver (Barbara
Billingsley) and Howard Cunningham
(Tom Bosley), two of the great TV
parents of my youth. June was
Theodore (Leave it to Beaver)
Cleaver’s TV mom, while Howard
was dad to Richie and Joanie
Cunningham, from the great Happy
Days show.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
The October winners of a free sub

from Mike the owner at Westfield
Subs are Lexi Borr and Dan Kerr.

Borr, the sophomore No. 1 singles
player, won the decisive three-set
points in 3-2 wins over Montgomery
in the state Group 4 semifinal and
Red Bank Catholic in the Tourna-
ment of Champions final. In the Mont-
gomery match, Borr was down at
match point before rallying to win.
She had a 30-1 season, the only loss a
three-setter in the state Singles Tour-
nament final.

Kerr, the senior quarterback, threw
four touchdown passes in a 44-13 win
over Rahway, tying the school record
held by three players, Hall of Famers
Sam Mitchell (1948 vs. Union) and
Joe Monninger (1970 vs. Hillside),
and Bud Mueller (1961 vs. Hillside).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devils of the Month
Lexi Borr (tennis)

Dan Kerr (football)
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Scotch Plains…Welcome to this custom built colonial at the end of a cul-de-sac.4 BR, 2
½ BTH Amenities include 9 ft ceil, 2 story foyer, handsome staircase, hardwood floors
throughout, 25 ft  living room/dining room with walk-in bay. Granite kitchen, stainless
steel appliances,  separate dining area with sliders to a large deck. Adjacent family room w/
gas fireplace  Master bedroom w/traay ceiling, 2 walk-in closets & luxury bath with whirlpool
tub, 3 BR have double closets, second floor laundry. Close to NYC trans & neighborhood
stores. Ready to move right in!      $685,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/7  1-4PM • 1240 Cooper Road OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/7  1-4PM • 207 Elm Court

Scotch Plains…Quality custom Brick home. Spectacular 4 Bedroom, 3 New
Bath on park-like 1 acre property. Incredible updates: Newer granite Kitchen,
2 Family Rooms and Sunroom. New hwdflrs throughout, New 2 zn CAC, Heat,
new custom windows & doors, central Vac, updated electric, accent moldings,
new fireplace w/3 way view, Newly landscaped, 9 zn Sprinkler Sys, heated
driveway and much more. Must see!      $825,000.
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419 Otisco Drive, Westfield $790,000
This exciting new listing offers 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths & is
located one block from Jefferson Elementary school. Totally renovated in 2004
with new windows and roof, lovely hardwood floors, beautiful family room/
dining room addition with Andersen sliders to rear yard, large gourmet kitchen,
patio with retractable awning, Florida Room, hot tub, multi-zone heat and air
conditioning, and much more! The open floor plan lends itself to easy
entertaining. Beautifully landscaped with open front porch and private yard.

420 Kimball Avenue, Westfield $1,089,000
Turn of the century 4 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Victorian w/wrap around front porch has been
lovingly restored and updated offering many modern-day amenities. First floor features
new gourmet kitchen with separate eating area overlooking beautiful patio w/outdoor
fireplace. The second floor boasts 3 bedrooms, including the master bedroom with newly
renovated bath offering radiant heated floor and steam shower; and an additional recently
enhanced bathroom and laundry room both with radiant heated floors. Retreat to the 3rd

floor to find the 4th bedroom a full bath & family room w/wet bar. Beautifully landscaped
grounds with 2 car detached garage. Close to town and transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH • 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH • 1-4PM

them. I got past most of them. I got
sixth in the conference, so that means
I did a lot better, considering there’s
more people at counties.”

Blue Devil Alyssa Hatch knocked
28 seconds off her conference-meet
time to finish 12th with a time of
20:44.

“Last week, we had a tough race,
but I think we improved a little bit, at
least time wise. I broke 21 [minutes]
today. I don’t know other people’s
[teammates] times are yet. We came
into the race knowing that Summit
was strong and that we probably
would not come in first, but we tried
to break up some of the other teams.
As long as we did that we would be
good,” Hatch explained. “We are go-
ing to try at sectionals to go even

faster. We are going to be working
hard this next week.”

Blue Devils Shannon Mooney at
21:23 and Anna Tanji at 21:33 fin-
ished 12-24, and Cougar Katia
Oltmann crossed 25th also at 21:33,
followed by Blue Devils Hannah
Roberts at 21:43 and Allegra Larche
at 21:50. Raider Laura Bruce fin-
ished 30th with a time of 21:58.
Blue Devil Alana Basil recorded a
time of 22:06 to finish 35th. Cou-
gars Veronica Miller at 22:27,
Natalie Englese at 22:30 and Megan
Byrne at 22:34 finished 38-39-40.
Raiders Ali Pearl had a time of
22:53, Carley Redfield crossed in
23:00 and Kaitlyn Magnus finished
in 23:01. Cougar Rebecca Roman
finished in 23:12.
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1461 Orchard Road Mountainside, NJ  
Situated on a winding tree-lined street, this sunny Ranch 
has hardwood floors, good closet space, French doors & 
natural wood molding. The living room with raised hearth 
stone fireplace opens to the formal dining room and eat-
in kitchen. The nearby family room offers French doors, 
vaulted ceiling with skylights and a sliding glass door to 
the deck. There is a  master bedroom with full bath, two 
more bedrooms and another full bath on the first floor. A 
basement with rec room & full bath, new central air & 
gas fired furnace (2009), a nicely landscaped yard and a 
wonderful location add to the allure of this home. Pre-
sented for $529,900. Dir: New Providence to Orchard 

Richard Diemer 
Sales Associate 
908-233-6315, Direct

Open House Sunday, November 7th 1:00 - 4:00 pm

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A NEW STRATEGY…Raider Kathleen Leeper’s strategy earned
her third place at the Union County cross-country meet.


