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Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

ONDI’S INT SETS UP LANDZANO’S WINNING TD GRAB

Blue Devil Footballers Startle
Tigers, 30-24, in Second O.T.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seats at Gary Kehler Stadium be-
came more rounded because every-
body was on edge for a long time to
witness the outcome of a “classic”
showdown between No. 20-ranked
Linden and the Westfield High School
football team on Senior Day in
Westfield on October 30.

Quarterback Danny Kerr popped a
pass eight yards over the middle to
tight end John Landzano in the sec-
ond overtime to give the Blue Devils
a 30-24 victory over the 5-2 Tigers.

“Dan called a pop. I thought I was
going to be open, and the kid tipped
it. I stayed on the ball and caught it. It
was just a reaction,” Landzano ex-
plained.

Kerr, a given offensive weapon in
his own right, added Lanzano, who
had three receptions for 60 yards, to
his offensive arsenal, which included
running back A.J. Murray and wide
receivers Peter Ondi and Ryan Hess.
Kerr completed eight of 13 pass at-
tempts for 120 yards, including a 28-
yard touchdown (TD) strike to Hess,
an eight-yard TD to Ondi and the
game-winning eight-yard TD pass to
Landzano. With the ever-present threat
of Murray’s punishing rushing ability,
Kerr also added 30 rushing yards.

“Danny is strong. It’s like another
fullback out there. That was one way
of getting him involved. We knew
A.J. was going to have to get a lot of
carries to milk the clock, because of
their big play potential,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

Early in the game, the Tigers’ de-
fense was limiting Murray to two and
three yards per carry, but his punish-
ing runs, along with improved block-
ing, upped his average to seven, eight
and nine yards per carry. Murray fin-
ished with 133 yards, including a
one-yard TD run on 31 carries.

“As the game went on, they were
definitely tired. Our line did a great
job of making adjustments, and that
really opened the holes for me,”
Murray said.

Murray’s offensive threat also
opened holes for Kerr’s keepers.

“They were coming hard off the
corners and blitzing gaps. When they
came after me, they were slanting,

and we did a little misdirection. Danny
always runs hard,” Murray said.

Key defensive plays echoed
throughout the game, and the first
came on the opening kickoff when
Blue Devil Pat Johnson brought down
Tiger returner Ruhann Peele on the
Linden 17-yard line. Defensive end
Nick Matthews made a key stop on a
third-and-two to force a punt. Murray
recorded a five-yard sack of quarter-
back Jaurice Jones, and safety Pat
Bergin broke up a pass to force the
Tigers to kick a 31-yard field goal for
the first score of the game.

The Blue Devils’ first score came
on an 11-play, 89-yard drive that was
concluded with Kerr hitting Hess on
a left-to-right slant. Running back
James O’Rouke threw a great block,

and Hess eluded defenders to com-
plete the 28-yard TD play with 3:22
remaining in the half.

“James made some nice plays, as a
cornerback and makes key blocks.
All our kids stepped up. The way they
battled, they never quit. You don’t
coach heart. You don’t coach that
toughness that they showed today,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Linden responded with a seven-
play, 76-yard drive, which ended with
Jones hooking up with Peele for a 23-
yard TD pass with 36 seconds left to
give the Tigers a 10-7 lead.

On the opening drive of the second
half, Kerr connected with Landzano
on the left sideline. From there,
Landzano shook off a tackle and
dashed to the Tiger 35 for a 36-yard
gain.

“He just did an arm tackle. I got

DEVILS KIRNA, LEAHY PLACE 1-3; RAIDER PARKER 4TH

Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Andrew Kirna crossed the
finish line first to lead the No. 3
defending champion Westfield High
School boys cross-country team to
the Union County crown on the 3.19-
mile course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 28.

Westfield finished with a team total
of 25 and placed six of its seven run-
ners in the top 12 out of 106 entrants in
the 14-team race. Roselle Catholic fin-
ished second at 92, followed by the

Cranford Cougars at 109, Union Catho-
lic at 163, Summit at 176 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at 178.

Kirna crossed the finish line in
16:14, six seconds ahead of Everett
Price (New Providence) who crossed
in 16:20. But last week at the confer-
ence meet, Kirna finished with a siz-
zling time of 16:08.6, so, “I was a
little disappointed. I wanted to im-
prove from last week, being that this
is my last meet on the dual course,”
he said.

His performance at the conference

meet put Kirna in the position of
being the frontrunner, so the pressure
was on.

“It was a big challenge, but it’s like
motivation to keep it up and keep that
first place,” he said.

A wave of Blue Devils sprinkled
with a few Raiders crammed in a very
tight pack at the half-mile point, but
as the race progressed toward an up-
hill area near the two-and-one-half-
mile point, Kirna made his move.

“It was sort of hard to tell my
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RAIDER LEEPER GETS 3RD, BLUE DEVIL HATCH 12TH

Lady Blue Devils Finish 2nd
At Union County X-Country

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Aware of the fact that No. 4-ranked
Summit would most likely be a shoe-
in to win the Union County champi-
onship, the strategy of the Westfield
High School girls cross-country team
was to place several of its girls ahead

of certain key individuals from the
remaining contenders for second
place at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on October 28.

The strategy worked! The Summit
Hilltoppers placed six of their seven
runners in the top 10 to easily win the
title with a 29 total, but the Blue
Devils managed to place five of their
runners in the top 30 to finish second
with a 110 total. A.L. Johnson (ALJ)
had three runners place in the top 30
and finished third with a total of 121,
while New Providence and Cranford
each placed two runners in the top 30
to finish 4-5 with respective totals of
134 and 148.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished
eighth in the 13-team meet, but Raider
Kathleen Leeper finished third with a
personal-record (PR) time of 19:46

behind ALJ’s Sara Vagie, who took
second at 19:37, and Hilltopper Katie
Watson, who burned the course with
a time of 18:46. Hilltopper Isabel
Yozzi finished fourth at 19:55.

Raider Head Coach Jeff Keogel’s
input played a major role in Leeper’s
success.

“He told me to have more at the
start, which I did and get up with the
ALJ girl and the second Summit girl.
He told me to go out fast and stick
with them. So I went out fast, and I
think I went out a little bit too fast,”
Leeper said. “But it went very well. I
PRed by like 10 seconds, which is
satisfying.”

Leeper’s strategy with Vagie was,
“to stay with her and then take her at
the end, which didn’t quite go ac-
cording to plan,” she said.

Cranford Cougar Megan Byrnes
ran her race according to plan and
finished sixth with a time of 20:24,
which was 23 seconds faster than she
ran the week before at the conference
meet.

“I did, like going out, getting ahead
and getting a good spot! Coming

around the first mile, there were some
girls I started passing. I tried to main-
tain my spot and then towards the
end, I started kicking it in. I followed
that plan,” Byrnes said. “The whole
group of Summit girls are very solid,
so I wanted to pass the majority of
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Mitch Aronson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENDING THE GAME INTO OVERTIME…Blue Devil James O’Rourke, No. 2, blocks a 39-yard field goal attempt with
seven seconds remaining in regulation to send the Saturday’s Westfield-Linden game into overtime. Westfield defeated
Linden, 30-24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADERS OF THE PACK…A wave of blue uniforms, which includes Blue Devils Andrew Kirna, Jack Leahy, Zach Lizmi
and Sam Tooley, along with Raider Alex Parker, center, lead the pack at the half-mile point of the Union County cross-
country meet.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO KEEP NEAR THE FRONT…Blue Devil Alyssa Hatch, center, finished 12th in a field of 99 girls at the
Union County cross-country meet on October 27.

See Cranford/Summit Football
On Cranford Sports Pages


