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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

‘Common-Sense’ Wording Is
Required for Ballot Questions

We received several complaints about how poorly
Public Question no. 1 was written, this week, on the
General Election ballot. Several readers told us that
regardless of what officials say it means, they voted
against it because they didn’t want the State Constitution
contaminated with such poor and ambiguous language.

Further, they said that they don’t trust the legisla-
tors with how they write public questions and that
the language is probably purposely confusing so that
they can interpret it any way they want.

Two weeks ago, on this page, we also said the
question was written in an obtuse manner and didn’t
understand the real meaning. We asked Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Asw. Linda Stender to provide a
common-language statement, which they did – and
we thank them. We published their comments. Both
said they support the measure because, with a “Yes”
vote, “Public Question 1 will ensure that all payroll
taxes collected for the Unemployment Fund and
Disability Benefits Fund are dedicated to their in-
tended purpose.”

Now, why couldn’t the question have been written
just as clearly as the legislators commented about it
above? Further, why is it necessary to have a Consti-
tutional amendment for something that the public
entrusts to the Legislature to begin with?

Perhaps, written even more simply: “Thou shall
not pilfer.”

Shouldn’t a “common-sense” panel approve the
wording of these questions before being placed on
the ballot? In case you didn’t vote, here’s how the
public question was written.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO DEDI-
CATE ASSESSMENTS ON WAGES BY THE
STATE TO THE PAYMENT OF EMPLOYEE BEN-
EFITS Shall the amendment to Article VIII, Section
II of the State Constitution, agreed to by the Legis-
lature, which: prohibits collection by the State of
assessments based solely on employee wages and
salaries for any purpose other than providing em-
ployee benefits; dedicates all employer and em-
ployee contributions collected for any employee
benefit fund, and all returns on investments of those
contributions, to the purpose of that fund; and pro-
hibits any transferring, borrowing, appropriating or
using of those contributions or returns for any other
purpose, be approved?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT This proposed
constitutional amendment prohibits the collection
by the State of assessments based on employee
wages and salaries for any purpose except paying
employee benefits (or making other employee-au-
thorized or federally required payments, in the case
of the State’s own employees), dedicates all contri-
butions made to the Unemployment Compensation
Fund, the State disability benefits fund, or any other
employee benefit fund, and all returns on invest-
ments of those contributions, to the purpose of that
fund, and prohibits the use of those contributions or
returns for any other purpose. The requirements of
this proposed amendment do not apply to the gross
income tax, which is exclusively dedicated by the
Constitution to the purpose of reducing or offsetting
local property taxes.

Governor Christie Did Right Thing
In Canceling Tunnel Project

SPFHS Marching Band Should
Be Recognized for Its Efforts

Congratulations for
Success of Production

Sleepy Hollow
The success of a group is, in large

measure, a reflection of its leadership.
And the most recent example we have in
Westfield is the success of Roosevelt
Intermediate School’s production of The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow, under the ca-
pable leadership of Annie Brzozowski
and parent coordinator Emily Howell.
No less than 50 students took part in this
production. Sixth graders were welcomed
into the program; seventh graders were
challenged to take a more active role, and
eighth graders were provided a worthy
showcase to prepare them for high school.

When people remark about the posi-
tive qualities of Westfield, they are not
making a comment about our buildings,
but rather the gifted teachers and parents
who work together to make our schools
and our community the best in the state.
Congratulations, Annie and Emily;
you’ve done us all proud!

Thomas Hoens
Westfield

Thank You, Westfield, for Helping
Raise $3,600 for Penn State Hillel

I believe that Governor Christie did the
right thing. The proposed new tunnel
from New Jersey to New York is a waste
of time and money.

The transportation secretary and other
bureaucrats in the Obama Administration
lamented long commuter times for people
taking trains from New Jersey into New
York.

I grew up in New York, and sometimes
it took an hour and a half to get to work on
the subway, and no one ever tried to
straighten that out. That situation remains
the same for millions of Americans
trapped in New York.

For people who work in Manhattan
and can’t afford – or don’t want – to live
there, that is their problem, not New
Jersey’s or the federal government’s.

It is dangerous for the nation to continue
to consolidate the banking and stock-
market industries in one place. In these
modern times of high-speed digital
networks, it is time to insist that regional
banking and regional stock markets
replace the overpriced, uneconomical and
wasteful model that New York City has
come to represent.

New York City is out of date, out of
time, out of money and should be out of
the running. This nation is not meant to
serve one city or one mayor.

Obama is a nice guy and would have
been a great President if it hadn’t been for
the hangers-on and blind bureaucrats he
dragged into the White House with him.

Thank you, Governor Christie, for
putting education before greed.

Alfred Brock
Wayne, Mich.

I am writing this letter to offer my
sincere thanks to the people of Westfield
for their incredible generosity. Last
month, 12 of us made the trek from State
College, Pa., to Westfield, and if you
were in town, you probably saw one of us
canning — standing on a street corner or
an intersection with our cans and signs —
asking for donations.

If you were one of the generous indi-
viduals who dropped in a dollar or two, it
is with your support that Penn State Hillel
was able to raise over $3,600 for The
Four Diamonds Foundation, surpassing
even our wildest expectations. The Penn
State Dance Marathon (fondly known as
THON) is a truly great cause that sup-
ports pediatric cancer research and The
Four Diamonds Foundation, helping fami-
lies who have a child with cancer.

In February, our fundraising efforts
culminate with a 46-hour dance mara-
thon and an unveiling of the grand total.

Last year, we raised more than $7.8 mil-
lion, for a total of almost $70 million
since the philanthropy began in 1973,
making THON the largest student-run
philanthropy in the world. It is something
just about every student group, fraternity
and organization is involved with, and
you have helped us put together one of
our most successful weekends!

We have a saying here: “We Are Penn
State,” and I think I can safely say now
that that includes everyone in Westfield.
If you are interested in learning more, or
donating, you can visit us at:
www.thon.org/.

Thank you once again on behalf of
Penn State Hillel!

Brittany Musaffi
West Palm Beach, Fla.

I am writing to recognize the tremen-
dous effort put forth at the New Jersey
State Finals Group VI A by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Marching
Band this past Sunday. They placed first
in the state. I am in awe of all the dedica-
tion, hard work and talent that this group
of 150 students has continued to exhibit
over the past two months. They practice
extensively during the week, give up most
weekends to play at football games and
compete nearly every week in nearby
New Jersey towns.

The group is led by an incredibly pas-
sionate group of educators. Durand Tho-
mas, along with John Gillick and Charlie
Jackson, head up the group. They are
aided by a countless number of other
teachers and a dedicated parent group.

I have been reading the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times regularly for years. While

all sports at every level are covered every
week, there is almost nothing dedicated
to music in the schools. There is an occa-
sional PR piece that is picked up or a
review of the annual play, but there is
barely a mention of the rigorous team-
work that is exhibited on a weekly basis
by this fine group of musicians (Westfield
High School also has a dedicated march-
ing band). After marching-band season
comes jazz season, and you will see the
same passion for this type of music as
well.

While these marching-band kids may
not win every competition, they are win-
ners in every sense of the word. And they
deserve the recognition that comes along
with playing a “team sport.” We should
all support music in our schools.

Mindy Davis
Scotch Plains

Westfield and County
Should Repair Potholes

Do Westfield and Union County really
have no better use for $100,000 than to
close off two streets and construct a cross-
walk on Central Avenue where there does
not seem to be a need for one? If some
overwhelming need exists to break the
flow of traffic on Central Avenue,
wouldn’t a normal traffic light at a main
street like Marlboro or Clover make more
sense?

What’s next, pedestrian overpasses? I
suppose the county will recoup this cost
from the traffic tickets that will be gener-
ated from all the new traffic cameras
being installed along the Central Avenue
corridor.

If the town and county are looking for
ways to spend our tax dollars, how about
repairing the gaping potholes around the
town, or repaving my street, as it’s been
nearly 25 years since that was done.

Victor Attanasio
Westfield

Christie’s Decision on Rail Tunnel
Is Disinvestment in State’s Future

Governor Christie’s decision to cancel
the Access to the Region’s Core (ARC)
rail tunnel is a disinvestment in the state’s
future. The Governor cited potential cost
overruns, but canceling the project in-
stead of finding ways to contain these
overruns was the wrong decision. Every-
one — including the Governor — knows
that an expansion of rail capacity be-
tween New Jersey and Manhattan is
needed. The death of ARC will set back
efforts to relieve this bottleneck by at
least a generation and will mean a more
expensive project in future years.

The decision is a tragic example of
how shortsighted political decisions can
trump efforts to create a healthier economy
and environment in the long run. New
Jerseyans will lose out on what would
have been the project’s benefits: job cre-
ation, reduced traffic and pollution, time
savings for commuters and increased
property values around connecting sta-
tions. It is giving up $3 billion in federal
and $3 billion in Port Authority funds.

The Governor still needs to deal with a
very real problem that the state faces
going forward — traveling across the
Hudson River is a nightmare and is only
going to get worse. Trips across the River
are expected to increase 25 percent by
2030, and Governor Christie has no plan
to ameliorate this situation.

There is no way to make up for the loss
of ARC. Improvements to the PATH are
already underway, and expanding road-
ways into and out of New York City is an
impossibility. Though not a replacement
for ARC, one way to improve regional
commuting would be to invest in im-
proved cross-Hudson bus service. NJ
Transit and private buses carry 315,000

people across the Hudson River every
day, but there is virtually no room to
increase bus service. A second morning
express bus lane at the Lincoln Tunnel, a
westbound evening express bus lane
through the tunnel and an expansion of
the Port Authority Bus Terminal would
provide relief and allow for continued
growth in transit ridership. Governor
Christie and [New York] Governor
[David] Paterson must direct the Port
Authority to expeditiously move forward
on these projects, which could be built
using some of the Port Authority funds
that would have gone to ARC.

It would be particularly discouraging
if ARC were sacrificed to shore up the
state’s Transportation Trust Fund. This
quick fix would only be enough to get the
fund through a year or two, after which
the state will be faced with a bankrupt
transportation system yet again. The
crushing transportation debt load and
bottom-of-the-barrel infrastructure faced
by today’s citizens is a direct result of
state leaders’ unwillingness to increase
the gas tax, which is the third lowest in the
country and has not been raised since
1988.

New Jersey has not adequately funded
transportation in decades, and putting off
the tough choices yet again will mean
more pain for future generations. We had
hoped that Governor Christie would
champion lasting structural reform — not
join the long list of politicians who have
opted for short-term budget gimmicks
instead.

Kate Slevin
Executive director

Tri-State Transportation Campaign

Ignorance of History Is
A Great Challenge

“A popular government, without pop-
lar information, or the means of acquiring
it, is but a prologue to a Farce or a Trag-
edy, or, perhaps both” ~ James Madison

Abraham Lincoln said in 1864, “Let
the people know the facts, and the coun-
try will be safe.” The problem today is
that the people do not know the facts.
What the famous American historian
David McCullough calls a pervasive “his-
torical illiteracy” in the United States can
be extended to include a pervasive igno-
rance about government.

I have asked my college government
classes such questions as:

What are the Oval Office, the Capitol
and the Rose Garden? Who are the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Defense, the Chief Justice, the chairper-
son of the Federal Reserve, the Speaker
of the House, the Majority Leader and the
Senators from New Jersey? Who is David
Petraeus? Who are the 44th President of
the United States and the Vice-President
of the United States? Who are the presi-
dent of Russia and the premier of Com-
munist China? Which political party con-
trols the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives? Where are Haiti, Afghanistan
and Iraq?

All the students failed the quiz!
I have almost given up asking who

were Benjamin Franklin, Napoleon,
Teddy Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Jimmy
Carter and Gerald Ford! I asked one class
who was Julius Caesar. A student an-
swered, “He invented the salad.” Presi-
dent Kennedy barely gets a murmur!

This ignorance is not limited to stu-
dents. The Pew Research Center found in
a poll of 1,007 adults, conducted from
July 1-5, that 28 percent of Americans
knew that John Roberts is the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court; 55 percent
knew that General Petreaus is the U.S.
commander in Afghanistan; 19 percent
knew that David Cameron is the Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom; 6 per-
cent knew that John Paul Stevens, now
retired, was a Justice of the United States
Supreme Court, and 4 percent knew that
Harry Reid is the Senate majority leader.

The poll also revealed, by contrast,
that 85 percent knew what Twitter is and
that 63 percent knew that South Africa
hosted the World Cup!

Pew found in another poll that 26 per-
cent of the adults knew that 60 votes are
needed to break a filibuster in the Senate
– 26 percent thought that a simple major-
ity of 51 Senators can break a filibuster.

Why is there this ignorance? Perhaps
some of the answer can be found in the
Nielsen ratings. For the week of October
11, the top television show was “Dancing
with the Stars”; in sixth place was “The
Mentalist”; in 8th place was “Crime
Minds,” and in 10th place was “60 Min-
utes” (the only news show in the rankings).

The Westfield Adult School offered a
course last year on The American Presi-
dency. Only four students signed up! The
Westfield Historical Society had a pro-
gram earlier this year on the United States
Constitution. The room was half-empty!

The answer has to do with the failure of
our educational system to teach the ba-
sics about government. Students are not
taught the relevance of history to their
lives. One student when asked about an
earlier President said to me, “This is not
our era.” It is as if the past is just a void.

There is a failure in intellectual curios-
ity about government, history and the
world. Parents fail to develop this interest
in their children by not discussing it with
their children or taking them to historical
sites or to the museums.

Our great country faces many chal-
lenges at home and abroad, but perhaps
the greatest challenge of all is public
ignorance about the institutions of gov-
ernment and the history, which produced
them and our country.

Aristotle, the founder of political sci-
ence, said it best over 2,000 years ago as
a warning.

“All who have meditated on the art of
governing mankind have been convinced
that the fate of empires depends on the
education of youth.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Echinodermatous – Having the char-

acteristics of spines
2. Varan – The monitor lizard
3. Irideremia – Partial or total adsence

of the iris
4. Troika – A carriage drawn by three

horses abreast

PROCELLOUS
1. Stormy
2. A swift, full gallop
3. Slanted; steep
4. Strong; powerful

EURYCEROUS
1. Full of wrinkles or ridges
2. Broad-horned
3. Covered with wax
4. Having a rough and dry surface

CATADIOPTRICS
1. The act of beckoning the dead
2. Public shame; public humiliation
3. The study of the eye and its disorders
4. The science of the reflection of light

and its observance
PATENA

1. Very small; petit
2. A pad tied around the waist by

women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A grassy area in the hilly parts of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
4. A nectarine

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

N.J. State Legislature Must Do
Its Job by Christmas Time

Congratulations to all candidates – both to the
winners and to those who made unsuccessful bids
for office.

As the voters and candidates take a break from
Tuesday’s voting, the real work starts now in the
New Jersey State Legislature, and it must be finished
by the end of December. The legislature must vote on
the series of reforms sought by Governor Chris
Christie; otherwise, the budgets of towns and coun-
ties in the state will be left in chaos for next year.

The legislature has been dancing around the issues
for the last several months, hoping to get a clue of
how the political bell is tolling before they are forced

into action. None of them were up for election this
year. Well, we all heard the bell ringing Tuesday. So
now, legislators, please do your job.

Our elected state officials must not be negligent at
this time. They must act for the best interest of the
citizenry. They must put aside, for the moment, the
special interests that nurture them and the arm-
twisting of campaign donors that wheedle  them. If
they don’t, we’ll all have problems.

Next year, all 120 state legislators are up for re-
election – 40 State Senators and 80 Assemblypersons.
Their job performance  today will determine whether
the “Bell Tolls for Thee” a year from now.


