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Member FDIC

JOIN US FOR OUR

GRAND
RE-OPENING
CELEBRATION!

$500
INSTANTLY!
no purchase or account 

opening necessary

WIN

GIFTS!
free
with new
accounts

3

up to

Nov.13
9am-2pm

ENTER TO

WIN!
A 16GB APPLE

iPad

1Restrictions apply. Ask for details. 2Enter our Sweepstakes beginning November 13, 2010 for a chance to win an Apple iPad. No purchase or account opening required to enter Sweepstakes. Entry forms available only at 
The Provident Bank’s Fanwood branch location. Entry forms must be deposited in the ballot box located at the Fanwood branch by 12/31/10. Entrants must be 18 years or older. Sweepstakes entry is limited to one entry per person. 
Employees of The Provident Bank and its subsidiaries, members of their immediate families and suppliers of The Provident Bank are not eligible to enter Sweepstakes. One winning entry will be drawn on or about 1/5/11 at Provident‘s
Fanwood branch location. Internet access is required for some iPad features. Internet service is not included with iPad prize. Acceptance of prize constitutes permission to use the winner’s name and/or likeness for purposes of advertising 
and promotion without further compensation. Winner required to sign a Consent and Release form upon receipt of prize. Value of the prize will be reported on IRS Form 1099 for tax purposes. Applicable taxes are the responsibility of the 
winner. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The Provident Bank’s ruling is final. Entry into Sweepstakes signifies acceptance to receive information on other Provident products and services. 3Limited to the first 300 players. One chance/one
disc selection per person. Must be age 18 or older. Account opening is not required. Employees of The Provident Bank and its subsidiaries, members of their immediate family and suppliers of The Provident Bank are not eligible to play. 

ENTER OUR FREE SWEEPSTAKES FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN APPLE iPad2

INSTANT REWARDS GAME – WIN UP TO $500!3

Prizes range in value from $1 to $500.

   FREE REFRESHMENTS & KIDS ACTIVITIES

Call 1-800-448-PROV or visit www.ProvidentNJ.com
to learn more about The Provident Bank.

FANWOOD: 206 South Avenue

CELEBRATING LOCATION

2

1

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·Free pickup and delivery

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY
Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors since 1984

NJ license # ABR03373A

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Have your car repaired at the shop of your choice

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Christie Explains Decision for Canceling
Tunnel; Lautenberg Launches Probe

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie officially pulled the plug
on the $9.77-billion transit tunnel
project known as the Access to the
Region’s Core.

The Governor said during a press
conference that one key component,
the Portal South Bridge project, with a
$800-million price tag, was not in-
cluded in the $8.7-billion ARC esti-
mate, thus bringing the ARC cost to
$9.77 billion, $3.5 billion of which
would be New Jersey’s share with no
cost overruns factored in.

“This project, in August, was es-
timated by the FTA (Federal Tran-
sit Administration) to have a cost
range between $10.9 billion and
$13.7 billion. When that was
brought to my attention in August,
it became clear that this was a
project that had the potential for
crowding out everything else that
New Jersey is trying to do regard-
ing fiscal responsibility,” the Gov-
ernor said.

“The potential for $2.5 billion in
cost overruns was something that
was unacceptable for me to con-
template,” Governor Christie said.

On Sunday, October 25, the Gov-
ernor met with Federal Transporta-
tion Secretary Ray LaHood to dis-
cuss his options. One of the propos-
als was to increase federal, Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, and New Jersey funding by
$378 million each to cover cost
overruns.

“The rest (of the overruns) had to
absorbed by the State of New Jer-
sey and the Port Authority, and that
would only bring us to the $9.77-
billion number…The taxpayers of
the State of New Jersey are on the
hook for every dollar over the $9.77
billion,” he said.

Also considered was a federal
railroad loan ranging from a low of
$775 million to cover the cost of
construction of the portal bridge to
$2.3 billion for the increased state
share of the difference between the
$8.7-billion budget and the FTA
low-end estimate of $9.8 billion.

“That’s just borrowing money
from one place that we’re eventu-
ally going to have pay back as the
people of New Jersey have to pay it
back,” the Governor said.

A public-private partnership con-
tribution of $1.85 billion was also
offered by federal officials. “But,
the citizens, the taxpayers, the rid-

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

ers, would have to come up with a
way to pay this private entity
through additional fees and costs to
be able to make that a viable alter-
native,” Governor Christie said.

Also considered was a reduction
in the scope of the project, which
would have reduced the cost down
by about $700 million.

“[But] that would make the tun-
nel less beneficial to the folks who
were going to use it, and in the
scope of a $2.5-billion projected
overrun now, is only taking $700
million off the table by reducing
the scope of the project and reduc-
ing the effectiveness and efficiency
of the project,” the Governor said.

“Nothing in the last two weeks
has changed and so, in the end,
what the proponents of this plan are
asking me to do, on behalf of citi-
zens of this state, is to hand them
over a blank check. I simply will
not do that to the people of the State
of New Jersey,” he said. “This deci-
sion is final. There is no opportu-
nity for reconsideration of this de-
cision on my part. I am done. We
are moving on.”

Assembly Majority (Democrat)
Leader Joseph Cryan (LD-20,
Union) said the Governor, “with
this careless decision…has deliv-
ered yet another blow to working-
class New Jerseyans.”

“A responsible leader finds solu-
tions to problems, and we know the
Governor was offered several alter-
natives to cut costs and keep this
project going. Unfortunately, he
never had any intention of moving
this project forward. The
Governor’s failure to demonstrate
responsible leadership here is stun-
ning in its scope,” Asm. Cryan said.

United States Senator Frank R.
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) announced that
he has launched an investigation
into the cancellation of the nation’s
largest infrastructure project. The
investigation, he said, seeks to “de-
termine the circumstances, actions
and motivations that led to the larg-
est loss of federal transportation
resources in New Jersey history.”

“The cancellation of the ARC tun-
nel project will have repercussions
for our state for decades and could
harm the ability of New Jersey to
secure transportation resources in
the future,” Mr. Lautenberg said.
“It is critical that the public know
what happened and how we can

prevent this from happening in the
future.”

Assembly Minority (Republican)
Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Whippany) said that Democratic
leaders, “especially Senator
Lautenberg, are not concerned about
sticking New Jersey residents with
billions of dollars in cost overruns,
[showing] their short-sightedness
and contempt for taxpayers.

“Sen. Lautenberg’s failure to pro-
vide an answer on which taxes he
would raise to pay for the overruns
makes it quite clear he has little
concern for the costs of the project
and is more interested in the poli-
tics of the issue. The senator is long
on jargon, but short on substance,
when he is asked for specifics about
how to pay for the overruns,” Asm.
DeCroce said.

 “The Senator treats the projected
shortfall as though it were pocket
change. The only railing going on in
New Jersey is the ongoing whining
by Sen. Lautenberg, who doesn’t have
the fortitude to admit that our taxpay-
ers can’t afford the financial risks of
this project,” Mr. DeCroce stated.

Republican State Senator Joe
Pennacchio (LD-26, Morris Town-
ship) a member of the Senate Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee,
said New York State and the City of
New York “were never going to con-
tribute so much as a dime to this
project, while reaping all the ben-
efits of increased income-tax rev-
enue and infrastructure upgrades in
Manhattan paid for by the largess
of New Jersey taxpayers.”

BLESSING OF POLICE...Cranford’s Trinity Episcopal Church hosted a Bless-
ing Service for Cranford police officers on October 14. The service featured music
by the Trinity Church choir.

Aid Recipients Must Agree
To State Oversight Rules

TRENTON – New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
Commissioner Lori Grifa announced
last week that 13 municipalities
awarded Transitional Aid are being
required to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) agreeing to
certain state oversight and reporting
requirements in order to receive the
aid dollars.

Commissioner Grifa said all mu-
nicipalities receiving discretionary
aid are being required to sign the
MOU whereas, in past years, only
certain municipalities were required
to sign a similar, but less stringent,
memorandum. Among other require-
ments, the MOU directs aid recipi-
ents to adopt a local pay-to-play ordi-
nance that covers political contribu-
tions by all vendors, including those
selected through a “fair and open
process.” The strengthened MOU is
part of Governor Christie’s reform
effort to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of local governments
statewide.

“The message the Christie admin-
istration is sending with the Transi-
tional Aid MOUs is simple: munici-
palities facing fiscal challenges can-
not depend on getting this aid year
after year after year,” Commissioner
Grifa said. “They must rigorously
work to get their financial house in
order.”

Aside from adopting a local pay-
to-play ordinance, the MOU requires
transitional aid recipients to: submit
a transition plan on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2010, detailing how it intends
to eliminate its reliance on transition

aid. Transition plans must be limited
to a period of four years or less; seek
approval before hiring for new posi-
tions, positions not filled as of the
MOU date, and essential positions
vacated after the MOU date;

The agreements also prohibit in-
creases in salaries or compensation
for elected officials; freeze promo-
tions and transfers involving salary
increases unless required by contrac-
tual obligations; obtain approval be-
fore hiring consultants and profes-
sionals; use a “fair and open process”
to procure all contracts exempt from
public bidding; obtain approval be-
fore creating new payments in lieu of
taxes (PILOTs) that do not share fund-
ing with schools and counties; obtain
approval to create new services; ex-

pand existing services; pay for out-
of-state travel or overnight stays; or
allocate matching funds for a grant;
prohibit funds for entertainment ex-
penses and most educational ex-
penses; and requires towns with
MOU’S to meet with the director or
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices staff quarterly to discuss bud-
get and fiscal progress, or more
often as requested by the Division.

“The transitional aid program re-
quires participants to accept an ap-
propriate level of oversight and agree
to certain fiscal restraints so they can
get on a path to self-sufficiency,” said
Tom Neff, director of the Division of
Local Government Services. “We
intend to aggressively enforce the
provisions of the MOU so taxpayer
dollars aren’t wasted.”

The $159 million Transitional Aid
to Localities program, which was
outlined by Governor Christie in the
Fiscal-Year 2011 budget, replaces the
extraordinary aid, special municipal
aid and capital cities aid programs.
Municipalities have to apply for the
aid and demonstrate severe structural
financial problems.

Transitional aid was awarded last
month to the following 13 calendar
year budget municipalities: Asbury
Park, Bound Brook, Chesilhurst,
Haledon, Harrison Town, Maurice
River, Mount Arlington, North Ar-
lington, Penns Grove, Prospect Park,
Salem City, Sussex Borough and
Washington Borough.

The transitional aid applications of
municipalities operating on a fiscal
year budget are still under review
with aid awards scheduled to be made
later this fall. The public can review
the applications at www.nj.gov/dca/
lgs/muniaid/Trans_application.shtm
on the DCA website.


