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SHIFMAN BEDDING

SAVE 35-50%

Stickley • Henkel Harris • Kindel • Karges • Southwood • French Heritage • E.J.Victor • D.R. Dimes • Widdicomb

Special Sale Hours: Monday-Saturday10:00-5:30 • Thursday until 9:00 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756 - 7623 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

HENKEL-HARRIS Rice Carved Bed.
List $10,005. SALE: $5003. (Queen) (floor)

KINDEL Chair
List $4802. SALE: $2881. (fl)

D.R. DIMES
Roxbury Clock. 
List $20,728.
SALE $12,500.
(Tiger Maple) (fl)

65th ANNUAL STOREWIDE ANNIVERSARY SALE!
SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS!

Valley Furniture Shop

EJ VICTOR SHOWROOM
SOFAS AND CHAIRS 50% OFF

KINDEL Table and 6 Chairs
List: $45,824  SALE: $25,199
Sideboard List: $24,626 SALE: $7900

STICKLEY TRUCKLOAD SALE 50% OFF

HANCOCK & MOORE
Leather Recliner
SALE: $1099.
(Select Leathers)

Harvey Ellis 
Console
H30 W38 D13
List $2715.
SALE: $1358. (tk)

Entertainment Console
H28.5 W46.5 D21  
List $3144. SALE: $1572. (tk)

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

Super Salaries to Be Capped
Per Student Enrollments

TRENTON – The Christie Admin-
istration has announced it is moving
forward with a plan to cap salaries for
school superintendents, a plan that
would reduce the salaries of 360
school superintendents who serve
school districts with low numbers of
students.

“In these difficult economic times,
when fewer resources are available
for our schools, it is not acceptable
for superintendents in districts with
fewer than 1,000 students to be paid
salaries of $150,000 and greater,”
Governor Christie said. “Capping
pay to reasonable levels is a com-
mon-sense initiative that will end
abuses that have been permitted for
too long at the expense of our
children’s education. By bringing
superintendent salaries in line with
district needs, we will be able to
save millions in tax dollars and put
that money back where it belongs –
in the classrooms.”

According to the Governor’s press
office, about 70 percent of the state’s
school superintendents currently earn
above the proposed salary caps, cost-
ing school districts a total of $9.8
million. Under the Mr. Christie’s pro-
posal, superintendents earning in ex-
cess of the cap would have their sala-
ries brought in line with the cap after
their current contracts expire.

Acting Education Commissioner
Rochelle Hendricks said the
Governor’s proposal also introduces
performance bonuses. “Raises will
no longer be automatic but will be
earned, based on how students are
performing in a school district,” she
said.

Local districts can develop criteria
for how their superintendents can earn
one-year incentives that would not
count toward a superintendent’s pen-
sion. The districts’ performance stan-
dards and proposed merit pay in-
creases would have to be based on the
attainment of specific objectives, such
as a year-over-year improvement in
student learning, and will be reviewed
by the executive county superinten-
dents.

“After the one-year incentive ex-
pires, the salary reverts back to its
pre-bonus level,” Acting Commis-
sioner Hendricks explained. The de-
partment and local school boards
would determine new criteria so that
superintendents could earn future
one-year incentives if the perfor-
mance of the district continues to
improve. To implement the pay caps,
the Christie Administration has said
it will publish regulations in the up-
coming edition of the New Jersey
Register. The regulations are avail-
able for review at www.state.nj.us/
education/paycaps.

Four public hearings have been
scheduled for 6 p.m., including Thurs-
day, November 18, at Kean Univer-
sity in Union.

The pay caps would link the size
of a school district to the salary of a
superintendent as follows: up to 250
students, $125,000; 251 to 750 stu-
dents, $135,000; 751 to 1,500 stu-
dents, $145,000; 1,501 to 3,000 stu-
dents, $155,000; 3,001 to 6,500 stu-
dents, $165,000; and 6,501 to
10,000 students, $175,000. The
education commissioner, on a per-
case basis, may approve a waiver of
the maximum salary amount for
districts with a total enrollment of
10,000 or more.

In addition, superintendents may
earn $10,000 more for each addi-
tional district they supervise, and they
can receive an additional stipend of
$2,500 if their district includes a high
school.

School boards would not be per-
mitted to increase a superintendent’s
base pay (for example, with longev-
ity increases) beyond these salary
caps, according to the Governor’s
press office. Additionally, no current
superintendent contract that includes
a compensation package above the
new salary caps could be extended.
The new compensation package
would become effective when the
existing agreement expires. The regu-
lations are scheduled to take effect on
February 7.

Under the executive order, the su-
perintendents of Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood would see their sala-
ries reduced by $21,000, while chief
school executives in Mountainside
and Garwood could actually receive
an increase, as their salaries are $9,000
below the $135,000 limit.

The largest reductions would be for
the superintendents of the Morris-
Union Jointure and the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, which
would receive reductions of $114,000
and $52,000, respectively.

Three Westfielders Part of
Internet Startup AdKeeper

WESTFIELD – One current, and
two former, Westfield residents are
part of the management team of a
new Internet startup, AdKeeper, an
online consumer service that lets con-
sumers save ads they find online.

MaryAnn Bekkedahl, chief rev-
enue officer, was born and raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School. Her mother
was a realtor in town until a few
years ago. Prior to joining AdKeeper,
she was EVP, Group Publisher at
Rodale, a global content company in
health and wellness, and the pub-
lisher of the Men’s Health, Women’s
Health and Prevention among oth-
ers. MaryAnn led the advertising
sales and trade marketing efforts for
all Rodale print and digital proper-
ties, integrated marketing programs,
corporate ad sales and custom pub-
lishing. She holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Michi-
gan.

Scott Germaise, vice-president of
product management, was also born
in Westfield and attended grammar
school in town until his family moved
away. He was previously vice-presi-
dent of Information Architecture at
About.com, where he led the devel-
opment of Sprinks, purchased by
Google in 2003 and led merger inte-
gration efforts between About.com
and Primedia properties, and directed
product management at both
CafeMom and ShopOpenSky.

The third member of the team, Tola
Murphy, senior vice-president, has
lived in Westfield for more than 25
years, where her children were born

and went all the way through the
Westfield public school system.

According to Ms. Murphy, with
AdKeeper, consumers can place ads
of their choice into their personal
“Keeper,” offering them control to
save, sort, sift, share, rank, review,
click, print and buy online from ads
they have specifically selected. There
is no software, downloads, browser
extensions, plug-ins and or pre-reg-
istration required.

When consumers see a “K” but-
ton on an ad that interests them,
they click the K button, and con-
tinue their reading or viewing ex-
perience uninterrupted. The ad is
copied into their Keeper, where it
can be visited later, at the
consumer’s convenience. Once in
the Keeper, consumers can sort and
organize their ads, click through to
get more information, make their
purchase or print a coupon. They
can also rank, review and share ads
they think their friends would find
helpful or entertaining.

Smith Joins Effort to
Repeal Teen Decal Law

TRENTON – Rep. Chris Smith
(R-4th) has expressed his strong sup-
port for legislation (S-1908) spon-
sored by Senator Tom Goodwin (LD-
14) to repeal the teen driver decal
requirement that was recently imple-
mented as part of Kyleigh’s Law. An
online petition on the Senator’s
website supporting the repeal has been
signed by more than 4,600 concerned
teens and parents.

Gruskin Foundation Making
Strides for Pedestrian Safety

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Though it hasn’t
even been a year since Nancy Gruskin
of Westfield launched the Stuart C.
Gruskin Family Foundation in
memory of her husband, who lost his
life after a delivery bicycle plowed
into him, the organization has al-
ready begun to make new strides to-
ward pedestrian safety.

Ms. Gruskin was featured on Tony
Aiello’s “Bike Bedlam” series on
CBS News discussing the hazards
bicyclists present to pedestrians, and
she recently met with New York City
Department of Transportation Com-
missioner Janette Sadik-Khan.

Of utmost concern to Ms. Gruskin
was the fact that New York City (where
her husband’s fatal accident occurred)
did not have measures in place to
gather accurate statistics on bicycle-
pedestrian incidents so that legisla-
tion could begin to improve.

She stated Ms. Sadik-Khan issued
an apology and agreed this was a
missing link and a very important
one.

Now that is about to change for the
better, thanks in part to the efforts of
the foundation and the “Bike Bed-
lam” series calling attention to the
matter. Ms. Gruskin reported it has
just been announced that as of April
2011, the New York State Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles will be chang-
ing their MV-104 reports to include
the data collection of bicycle-pedes-
trian incidents.

“This represents a major step for-
ward for pedestrian safety and the goals
of the foundation,” Ms. Gruskin said.

But she also cautioned there is still
much more to be done, as there are
many “facets” to bicycle-pedestrian
safety issues. Also, the new report
results will not be made public for at
least two years. In November, Ms.
Gruskin will continue on in her mis-
sion as a guest of the Municipal Arts
Society for the Jane Jacobs Forum
symposium on “The Walkable (and
Rollable) City.”

She said she has spoken with the
coordinator to help devise topics and
target specific questions for the panel-
ists. She will also address the floor
herself. There will be representatives
from the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration as well as the Department of
Health in attendance. The foundation
also hopes to plan a major press confer-
ence with elected officials later this fall
and possibly a fundraiser in the spring.

For more information on bicycle-
pedestrian safety, those interested can
visit the Stuart C. Gruskin Family
Foundation website at www.scgff.org.

W. Cary Edwards Dies; Was Atty. General in ’80s
Former New Jersey Attorney Gen-

eral W. Cary Edwards died October 27
at his Oakland, N.J. home after battling
cancer for many years. He was chair-
man of the State Council on Investiga-
tions at the time of his death and had
served as a legislator and chief counsel
to former Governor Thomas H. Kean.

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) called
Mr. Edwards “an exemplary public
servant.”

“He truly loved New Jersey,” Mr.
Kean said, “and, from an early age,
dedicated his energy, intellect and
spirit to serving the people of this

state. He served the people of New
Jersey for nearly four decades in the
General Assembly, as Attorney Gen-
eral, and most recently, the Chairman
of the State Commission of Investi-
gation. Cary was a tireless proponent
of good government and, in his role
as the Chairman of the SCI, fought
corruption and waste in government,
making the state safer and more af-
fordable for everyone.”

Mr. Edwards twice sought the Re-
publican nomination for governor.
His funeral took place at Carnavale
Center, St. Mary's Parish in Pompton
Lakes.

Courtesy of Nancy Gruskin
MAKING PROGRESS....The Stuart C. Gruskin Family Foundation has already
began to make strides for pedestrian safety. Nancy Gruskin, left, of Westfield
launched the foundation this past spring in honor of her husband, Stuart, right,
who was fatally wounded when a delivery bicycle struck him on a New York City
street last year. Also pictured are their children, Samantha and David.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
APPRECIATING  SP  STAFF......Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club recog-
nized the services provided by Scotch Plains Township and its staff during its
Scotch Plains Appreciation Day on October 28. Donations were presented to the
Scotch Plans Rescue Squad, Fire Department and Policemen’s Benovolent Asso-
ciation. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Robert Schwartz, president of the Board
of Trustees of Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club; Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis;
PBA President Jason Everitt; Police Sgt. Ernest Hernandez, a longtime member
of Scotch Plains Rescue Squad; and Mayor Nancy Malool.


