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GRAND OPENING
 

WELL GROOMED

Will be opening on Monday

November 8th, 2010.

 
Thank you to all our customers for your patience and understanding 

during the transition into our new location at 

 
290 South Avenue

Fanwood, N.J. 07023
908-322-5441

 

 
Please join us for our open house on Sunday November 14, 2010 from 1:00 – 4:00p.m. 

Come and enter our drawing for a $25.00

gift certificate toward a full grooming service. 

Two winners will be chosen! 

RVSA Says Test of Co-Gen
Facility Has Progressed Well

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s Board of Di-
rectors last Thursday received an
update of a test of RVSA’s co-genera-
tion facility.

The 90-day test of the co-genera-
tion facility has been moving for-
ward successfully, and without ma-
jor incident, for 10 days at the time of
the meeting, officials said. The test
has been run with a blend of 65 per-
cent natural gas and 35 percent meth-
ane from the authority’s digesters.
Methane, which is also sometimes
referred to as digester gas, is a prod-
uct of bacteria breaking down sew-
age as part of the treatment process.

This usage has utilized all of the
authority’s methane production, so
the flaring off of methane has stopped
for now. One effect of this has been
to reduce the authority’s need to
truck sludge. The drying of sludge
has cut the volume of sludge to one-
fourth of its wet volume. Officials
estimate that this drying will save
the authority roughly $600,000 an-
nually if the co-generation facility
continues to operate. Use of the fa-
cility also allows the authority to
benefit from its “take or pay” con-
tract for natural gas.

The motion tabled last month to
delay issuing a contract for plant im-
provements to allow burning of di-
gester gas in the plant’s boilers was
again tabled by the board. This will
result in a need to rebid the project if

the authority decides to move for-
ward with it. A major storm event
occurred on September 30 and Octo-
ber 1. This resulted in a flow of ap-
proximately 105 million gallons per
day through the plant. Pumps were
running at 100 percent capacity, but
no major problems occurred, offi-
cials said.

Brian Hak, of Weiner, Lesniak, the
authority’s counsel, reported that a
preliminary contract for the position
of executive director has been pre-
pared and forwarded to the selected
candidate for review. The authority
has been without an executive direc-
tor since Michael Brinker retired early
this year.

Mr. Hak also reported that he would
file responses to briefs filed by third-
party plaintiffs in the “Passaic River
Litigation,” a lawsuit brought by the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection against Occidental
Chemical Company. The RVSA,
along with many other organizations,
was brought in as a third-party plain-
tiff as a result of an action filed by
Occidental.

James Wancho of Consolidated
Construction Management Services
told the board work on the roof re-
placement at RVSA’s administration
building is underway. During the
work, it was found that most of the
insulation under the roof had deterio-
rated and will require replacement.
The added costs of this have yet to be
determined.

BOE Discusses Objectives
For SP-F Public Schools

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Reviewing
District Goals for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School system, Board of
Education members met last Thurs-
day evening to discuss objectives for
the public schools.

According to Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes, “Each
school has created two site-based
objectives and action plans focused
on students acquiring the skills needed
to be successful in the New Jersey
Department of Education’s mandated
assessments.”

During the discussion it was noted
that grade 4 students in both Brunner
and McGinn Schools scored slightly
lower than their anticipated bench-
marks in language arts and literacy. It
was also reported that Terrill Middle
School had met the benchmark target
in both mathematics and language
arts literacy while Park Middle School
fell a bit short in a small 5th grade
subgroup for math. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents also slightly missed their math
benchmark for a small subgroup of
students.

When measured with towns within
their district cluster, which includes
Westfield, Summit and Mountainside,
the Scotch Plains reading and writing
cluster score results fell short by less
than 1 percent.

Action plans as outlined by Ms.
Hayes include offering district cur-
riculum to be accessible through the
Internet and to “continue to provide
teachers with professional develop-
ment.” The report also included ser-
vice learning projects for the schools.
It was reported that the Brunner was
helping Meals on Wheels while Ev-
ergreen School implemented a Lit-
eracy project and McGinn partnered
with Heifer International on a World
Hunger Relief program. Also SPFHS
is working on developing and execut-

ing a recycling program.
Also included in the discussion

was class size. Many board members
stated that although it seems to that
most people prefer a smaller class
sizes, there have been no studies given
to board members to support or deny
that a smaller class size is better.

Board President Trip Whitehouse,
who has been on the board for nine
years stated, “What type of research
is out there saying what the ideal
class size is? We always just seem to
try to get as low as we can get.” Board
members agreed that more research
should be done on the subject and
from reputable and current resources.

Board member Donald Parisi
stated, “We should have a thoughtful
discussion on this topic.” Board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner added, “We
should look at what comparable dis-
tricts are doing. Factors influencing
educational success are not always
agreed upon.”

In other business, four seniors at
SPFHS reported on their exchange
student trip to Stuttgart, Germany
this past July. Conor Lockier, An-
drew Krema, Thersa Chrystal and
James Sweeney all gave reports on
their experience. The students, who
stayed with the German host families
of students that visited SPFHS last
fall, all stated that the German stu-
dents do not have as much freedom
choosing classes as the SPFHS stu-
dents do.

They also noted that they thought
their host families had more family
time as very few of their hosts worked
overtime. They noted that lunch was
the main meal, the country uses much
less air conditioning than the United
States and cars are much smaller there
and so are the roads. The students
concluded by saying that it was excit-
ing being in Germany while the World
Cup was going on and that they would
all like to study for a semester in
Germany during their college years.

HALLOWEEN ON THE BLOCK…Westfield residents of First Street, Marion
and Florence Avenues held their annual Halloween Block Party this past week-
end. Attendees donated canned and boxed food items to be donated to the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, based in Scotch Plains, that benefits children
diagnosed with cancer and their families.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNAZZY...Halloweeners haunt downtown Westfield last Saturday night. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Susan Greeley of Westfield, Suzanne Taylor of Scotch
Plains, Gino Jannotti and Carol Kearney of Garwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEAFOOD ANYONE?…Steve, Haley and Stephanie Concannos are dressed as
chefs serving a seafood dish at Sunday’s Halloween Contest on Quimby Street
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corp.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRICK OR TREAT…These contestants at Sunday’s Halloween Contest on
Quimby Street hope to win the favor of judges in the Downtown Westfield Corp.-
sponsored event.

GOP Sweeps Garwood Races
For Mayor and Council Seats

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Republi-
cans swept all three races in Tuesday’s
General Election, capturing the mayor’s
seat and two council positions to wrest
control of the borough’s governing body
from the Democrats.

Unofficial results released after polls
closed at 8 p.m. revealed GOP mayoral
contender and former councilwoman
and ex-freeholder candidate Patricia
Quattrocchi with a total of 703 votes,

defeating incumbent Democratic
Mayor Dennis McCarthy, who received
639 tallies.

Mrs. Quattrocchi’s running mates
for council, Victor DeFilippo and James
Mathieu, drew 798 and 771 votes, re-
spectively. Their Republican council
challengers, former councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio and newcomer Mat-
thew Allouf, received 554 and 532 votes,
respectively. Last year, Ms. Villaggio
lost her seat on the council dais by a
handful of votes.

Democrats currently have a 4-2 edge
on the governing body, with three coun-
cil positions and the mayor. With their
victory this week, Republicans will
hold a 4-3 majority come January 1.
Council terms in Garwood are for three
years, while mayoral terms are for four
years.

Mr. DeFilippo and Mr. Mathieu will
replace Democratic Council President
Stephen Napolitano and Republican
Councilman Anthony Sytko, both of
whom will complete their inaugural
terms at the end of this year but opted
not to run for re-election.

“We’re just all really pleased. It was
very important for the whole team to
win,” Mrs. Quattrocchi told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Tuesday
night, as she received congratulations
and well wishes from supporters dur-
ing a gathering at the Garwood Knights
of Columbus hall after the results had
been announced.

“The people of Garwood can look
forward to some major changes down
at Borough Hall,” she continued. “Over
the course of the campaign, I prayed for
the best thing to happen, and now I’m
going to be praying for guidance.”

“I think it’s about time; that’s what I
think it is,” said Mr. DeFilippo. “We
talked about the issues, and they didn’t,
and that’s the bottom line.”

He added that, “once we’re sworn in,
we’re going after the county,” saying
that Garwood pays $2.68 million in
county taxes annually.

Mr. Mathieu said the election this
year was about high taxes “chasing our
families, our friends and our businesses
out of town,” including senior citizens
who have invested years of their lives in
the community. “I see this [the GOP
victory] as the taxpayers asking for
relief, and that’s the platform to go
forward,” the councilman-elect stated.

Lance Wins Re-election;
Area Mayor Races Decided

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Republican Congress-
man Leonard Lance easily defeated
Democrat Ed Potosnak on Tuesday
to gain a second term in Congress, by
a tally of 87,485 to 57,839, on a night
in which Republicans regained con-
trol of the House of Representatives
for the first time in four years.

Mr. Lance, who previously served
seven years in the State Senate and 11
years in the General Assembly, won a
hard-fought four-candidate primary
in June. Mr. Lance serves on the
House Financial Services Commit-
tee and will be in the House Majority
come January.

Mr. Lance won Union County by a
margin of 36,245 to 26,969; Somerset
County by a vote tally of 15,602 to
7,825 (with 48 percent of the vote
counted); and Hunterdon County by
a count of 22,458 to 9,413. Mr.
Potosnak edged Mr. Lance in
Middlesex County by a margin of
13,632 to 13,180 (with 99 percent of
districts reporting).

New Jersey re-elected 12 of its 13
representatives in Congress. First-term
Rep. John Adler, a Democrat in the
Third District, was defeated by former
Philadelphia Eagle Jon Runyan, the
Republican candidate. The seat was
previously held by 12-term Republi-
can Jim Saxton, who retired in 2008.

In Union County, Democrats were
re-elected to three freeholder seats to
maintain their majority and held on to
the sheriff’s and county clerk’s offices
(see front-page story).

Key municipal races led to mayoral
changes in: Garwood, where Republi-
can Patricia Quattrocchi defeated
Democratic incumbent Dennis
McCarthy, and in Rahway, where Union
County Freeholder Rick Proctor, a
Democrat, defeated Republican Patrick
J. Cassio. Mr. Proctor will replace 20-
year Democratic incumbent James
Kennedy, who is retiring. At press time,
in Linden, first-term Independent
Mayor Richard J. Gerbounka holds a
slim lead over Democrat Derek
Armstead. Republicans held the
mayor’s office in Roselle Park, as GOP
Councilman Joe Accardi defeated
Democratic Councilman-At-Large
Carl A. Hokanson.

In New Providence, GOP Council-
man Brooke Hern, a former Democrat
who ran for state Assembly in 2001,
defeated incumbent Independent Mayor
John Thoms. Voters also voted “no” on
a question to permit the borough to turn
over Oakwood Park to the county. In
return, the county would have financed
construction of a multi-million-dollar
athletic complex at the park.

Democrats won seats back in
Springfield, where current GOP
mayor Ziad Shehady was defeated,
and in Cranford, where mayor Mark
Smith lost re-election. Cranford and
Springfield Democrats will both hold
3-2 advantages come January.

Voters on Tuesday passed a public
question to restrict the state from
utilizing money in unemployment in-
surance fund for any other purpose.
The question passed by a margin of
80 to 20 percent.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Freeholders Sweep
had everything going for you, and you
lost. And you lost big! You had a national
tsunami against us. You had the second
coming of Jesus Christ, Chris Christie,
against us. And you lost.”

Large pluralities in Plainfield,
6,500; Elizabeth, 6,000; and Hillside,
3,000; helped push the Democrats to
victory, overcoming a nearly 2,000-
vote defeat in Westfield and a 1,500-
vote deficit in Summit.

“We won by one of the largest plu-
ralities ever,” Union County Demo-
cratic Organization Chair Charlotte
DeFilippo told the crowd at L’Affaire.
“People have rejected the radical ideas”
of their opponents, she said.

“We just had the best people run-
ning,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “The
other side was all smoke and mirrors,
and we were the firemen who put out
their smoke and mirrors.”

Re-elected Freeholder Dan Sullivan
told the Democratic contingent, “No
one is ever going to outwork us.”

Republicans, however, were defi-
ant in defeat. Candidate Medved said,
“These people (Democratic voters in
urban parts of the county) are getting
what they vote for, and it’s a shame
because they won’t open their eyes,

but we will eventually force them to
open their eyes. It’s not over.”

Ms. Dickson took it one step further,
saying, “Those who are benefiting from
the largesse are getting a bigger and
bigger percentage, and that percentage
is sucking all the rest of us.”

Mr. Flanagan said, “We’ve tried so
many ways...we just keep getting
hosed out here in the western end of
the county, and it’s got to stop.

“But its bad for everybody in the
county,” he continued, “including the
people who keep voting these
knuckleheads in, because the jobs are
fleeing, and we can’t keep them here.”

Mr. Zapolski talked about the
Democratic Party’s success, saying
that the votes are not indicative of
good governance.

“You hit them (people in urban
areas) with a cattle prod, and they’ll
go under; there’s no brain power in-
volved,” he said.

Mr. Zapolski, did, however, remain
optimistic for the Republican slate’s
chances in future election years.

“There will be victory in the fu-
ture; it’s gonna happen,” he said. “It
didn’t happen the way we wanted,
but it is gonna happen.”

DWC Seeks Free Westfield
Parking for Christmas Season

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Town Administra-
tor James Gildea told the Town Council
at Tuesday night’s conference session
that the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) has requested that the town
offer free on-street parking around the
Christmas holiday season.

The DWC’s request will be decided
by the council’s finance committee
before next week’s council meeting.
The free parking has been provided in
previous years for two weeks. The DWC
is requesting free parking be offered to
shoppers from December 15 to Janu-
ary 1.

Resident John Mancini suggested
that the council consider charging resi-
dents a permit fee to park on the street
and use the funds raised to pay for
crossing guards. He also questioned
whether the town had an attorney rep-
resenting them during teacher-contract
negotiations. Mr. Gildea explained that
the board of education is a separate
entity and that the municipality is not
involved. Mr. Mancini expressed his
displeasure with the most recent teacher
contract negotiations, saying, “We need
a new attorney.”

Debbie Burslem told the council that
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park’s
walkway project is being installed. She
said that the Department of Public
Works “could not have done a better

job” in preparing the area for construc-
tion. She also said that donations are
still being accepted for pavers at the
park.

Next week, the council is slated to
approve resolutions to approve the
demolition of single-family homes lo-
cated at 405 Quantuck Lane and 480
Springfield Avenue. The council will
also approve a resolution to refund
$20,887 in overpaid taxes to the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
following a tax appeal on its property at
215 East Grove Street.

The council will also vote on a reso-
lution accepting $5,073 from the State
of New Jersey Body Armor Fund for
the police department.

At the close of the meeting, the coun-
cil went into executive session to dis-
cuss an employment issue regarding
Police Officer Kevin O’Keefe.

Democratic opponents on a “great
campaign.”

“I was excited about the opportu-
nity to try to make a difference,” Mr.
Benedict said.

“I look forward to working with
[council members] in their official
role and keep Fanwood a great place
to live and to raise a family,” he added.
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FW Election


