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Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REDEVELOPMENT CONTINUES...The corner building at Martine and South
Avenues in Fanwood, located across the street from the Dunkin’ Donuts, has been
demolished to make room for a four-story, mixed-use building with retail on
bottom floor and townhouses on the the upper floors. The site is the former home
of the Internet Lounge.

Council to Vote Tuesday
On Driveway Ordinance

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced at Monday’s bor-
ough council agenda meeting that a
second reading was scheduled next
week regarding a public safety ordi-
nance limiting parking hours on
Tower Place between 6 a.m. and 7
p.m. on weekdays.

The meeting, which will take place
this Tuesday, November 9, at 7:30
p.m., will give residents a chance to
speak on the ordinance before its
final adoption.

A discussion also took place Mon-
day regarding limiting parking on
other roads, such as Paterson Road,
Farley Avenue, Hunter Avenue and
Willoughby Road, to deter commuter
parking within those areas. Council-
man Robert Manduca stated that
maybe introducing an ordinance to
limit parking between 10 a.m. until
noon or noon to 2 p.m. would make
commuters find other places to park
instead of residential neighborhoods.
He stated that this would impact the
residents for a shorter amount of
time than an all-day ordinance and
would make it more difficult for
commuters using these areas for
parking.

Members of the council all con-
curred that it would force those park-
ing to purchase commuter permits.

In related business, Mayor Mahr
announced that a second reading of
an ordinance regarding improvements
for residential driveways would be
on the agenda for the November 9
meeting. According to Council-

woman Joan Wheeler, there has never
been a borough requirement for a
permit to do driveway work in the
past. If the ordinance is passed by the
governing body, she said any drive-
way work to be done, including re-
paving or installing pavers, would
have to include the purchase and ap-
plication of a permit.

It was also announced that a Union
County open space recreation grant
has been awarded to the borough for
$1,352 to purchase recreation equip-
ment as well as a $5,250 business
stimulus fund grant to purchase shade
trees.

Officials said Fanwood Veterans’
Day ceremonies for Fanwood and
Scotch Plains are planned for next
Thursday, November 11. Scotch
Plains ceremony will begin at 11a.m.
at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing while Fanwood will hold its cer-
emony at noon at the Fanwood Public
Library.

FANWOOD VOTES...Incumbent councilpersons Kathy Mitchell (D) and Tony
Parenti (R) were re-elected Tuesday night to the Fanwood Borough Council.

SCOTCH PLAINS VOTES...Incumbent councilman Kevin Glover (D, left),
newcomer Mickey Marcus (D, center) and newcomer Bo Vastine (R, right) were
victorious Tuesday night in their bids for Township Council.

Republicans Retain SP Council Control;
Glover, Marcus and Vastine Elected

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Republicans
retained their 3-2 control of the town-
ship council on Tuesday, with Demo-
cratic incumbent Kevin Glover win-
ning a second term and two newcom-
ers, Democrat Michael Marcus and
Republican William Vastine, being
elected to their first terms.

Unofficial results showed Mr.
Glover garnering 3,335 votes, with
Mr. Marcus receiving 3,293 and Mr.
Vastine, 3,123. Mr. Marcus and Mr.
Vastine will replace Councilmen Jeff
Strauss and Dominick Bratti, both of
whom ran for re-election as indepen-
dents, when the 2011 council con-
venes in January.

Mr. Strauss received 1,539 votes on
Tuesday, while Mr. Bratti won 1,334.
Democrat Neal LeStrange received

3,105 votes, while Republicans Tony
Patti won 3,115 votes – eight votes
short of winning a council seat – and
Sal Trifiro received 3,030 votes. About
46 percent of the township’s 16,014
registered voters turned out to vote in
an election that also featured a U.S.
House race as well as contests for
Union County Freeholder, Sheriff,
Clerk and Surrogate.

Provisional ballots were yet to be
tallied on Tuesday night, but if the
results hold up, Republican mayor
Nancy Malool will lead the governing
body. Mayor Malool did not endorse
her party’s ticket but instead publicly
backed Mr. Bratti’s campaign.

“I will work with whoever ends up
being the winner,” the mayor told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. She
admitted to being “a little disap-
pointed” that Mr. Bratti and Mr.
Strauss would not be returning to the
governing body, saying they had
“brought a lot of value to the coun-
cil.” But, she said, “the governing of
Scotch Plains goes on,” and she prom-
ised to “do my best no matter who’s
sitting at the table with me.”

At the Republicans’ vote-count-
ing party, former mayor Martin
Marks said that the independent
candidacies of Mr. Strauss and Mr.
Bratti had “definitely had an ef-
fect” on the Republicans’ vote
counts. And a glance at the vote
counts showed that the three Demo-
cratic Freeholder candidates had
received a combined vote of about
9,800 in Scotch Plains, about equal
to what the three Democrats run-

ning for council received.
The three Republican Freeholder

candidates won a cumulative 11,800
township votes, but the three GOP
council candidates’ total vote count
was slightly less than 9,300 – with
Mr. Bratti’s and Mr. Strauss’ com-
bined vote of 2,873 making up most
of the difference.

At the municipal building, both
independent candidates watched the
votes being counted along with Mayor
Malool. Mr. Strauss told The Times
he “felt good” about his campaign,
while Mr. Bratti said he and Mr.
Strauss had both run “clean cam-
paigns that never went negative, the
way we wanted to run the town.”

Democratic Party Chairman Lou
Beckerman told The Times that he
was “proud” that his side had run a
“clean campaign,” while accusing
Republican chairman William
McClintock of having promised him
to run a clean campaign, “but he
didn’t deliver one.”

“We ran a positive campaign, based
on the issues that were important to
the people in Scotch Plains,” Mr.
Beckerman said. “We’re proud of our
work.”

Mr. Vastine predicted that the “dy-
namics” of the 2011 council “will
probably produce more positive re-
sults” because there will be “lots of
negotiation to arrive at solutions” to
the various issues coming before the
five members. “We could end up with
a more representative government”
than one with a unanimous, one-party
control, he told The Times.

Mitchell and Parenti Win
Re-election to FW Council

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Incumbent Bor-
ough Council members, Democrat
Katherine Mitchell, 1,292, and Re-
publican Anthony Parenti, 1,230, won
re-election at the polls Tuesday with
challengers, Democrat Kevin Boris,
1,190, and Republican Jason
Benedict, 1,129, finishing third and
fourth, respectively.

Voter turnout across the borough’s
seven polling districts hovered around
50 percent. Election Day’s results in
Fanwood mean the six-member gov-
erning body remains split 3-3 be-
tween the Democrats and Republi-
cans; Democratic Mayor Colleen
Mahr remains the tie-breaker in the
event of an even vote on a local mea-
sure or issue.

After the polls closed and results
were tallied up, Democrats gathered
at an Irish pub on South Avenue,
where the mood was lively and
celebratory. Mayor Mahr and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) began the crowded victory
party, with the mayor noting, “We
kept control of the council, so this is
a great night for Fanwood.”

Councilwoman Mitchell thanked
voters for their support. “I just hope
that I live up to your expectations.
Thank you for putting your trust in
me, and I will work just as hard as I
ever have for the next three years,”
she said.

Mr. Boris, a member of the
borough’s planning board, charac-
terized the results as a “win for the
team,” and he added, “I wasn’t victo-
rious but I know that Fanwood is in
good hands with both Tony [Parenti]
and Kathy [Mitchell].”

Up the street at the Chelsea as-
sisted-living facility, the local Re-
publican gathering was considerably
more subdued, but the overall mood
was positive and cheerful. Council-
man Parenti said he had “mixed emo-
tions” about the results, given that the
Republicans didn’t win both open
council seats. But, Mr. Parenti said,
he looks forward to working with the
mayor and other council members
during his next term.

Mr. Parenti added, “I’m not work-
ing for a party; I’m working for the
people and I’m still going to do that.”

Mr. Benedict congratulated his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THERE WON’T BE A NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Democrats will continue to have a 9-0 majority on the county freeholder
board. The slate won re-election on Tuesday and is pictured with arms raised, celebrating victory at L’Affaire in
Mountainside. Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan, left, is flanked by returning Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski to his left
and newcomer Linda Carter at right. Also pictured is Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, who will return as the longest-serving sheriff
in the area.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends

Sunday, November 7, 2 a.m.

County Freeholders Sweep;
Sheriff and Clerk Return

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
JONATHAN O’HEA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Democrats’ 9-0
stranglehold over the Union County
Freeholder Board will continue, as the

slate trounced Republicans by close to
16,000 votes even on a night when the
GOP fared well and made gains else-
where.

Unofficially, newcomer Linda Carter
– who replaced the departing Rayland

Van Blake – led the way with 19.16
percent of the total vote for freeholder;
she garnered 61,150 votes, with Demo-
cratic incumbents Daniel Sullivan, the
current board chairman, and Bette Jane
Kowalski taking 60,773 and 60,364
votes, respectively.

Republicans Ellen Dickson, Brian
Flanagan and Elyse Medved could not
break the Democratic majority, as the
GOP again failed to gain a seat on the
board; 1997 was the last time a Repub-
lican sat on the county board.

Mr. Flanagan led the GOP with
46,480 votes garnered, followed by
Ms. Dickson at 46,283 and Ms. Medved
at 43,934.

Longtime Democratic incumbents
Ralph Froehlich and Joanne Rajoppi
will also return as sheriff and clerk,
respectively. Ms. Rajoppi received 60
percent of the voting bloc’s support,
while Arthur Zapolski, a Republican,
took 40 percent. Sheriff Froehlich de-
feated Republican Peter Lijoi by a
nearly identical margin.

“It’s special,” said the sheriff upon
realizing that he would continue on as
sheriff, where he has served since the
late 1970s. An elected constitutional
officer serving a three-year term, the
sheriff is responsible for courthouse
security and transportation of prison-
ers, service of criminal and domestic
warrants and extraditions, among other
duties. “The loyalty I’ve received…The
only place you see loyalty like that is
the Marine Corps.”

Ms. Rajoppi, seen processing elec-
tion results late at night at L’Affaire,
will return as clerk; she handles every-
thing from the recording and filing of
all land transactions within the 21 mu-
nicipalities to the processing of pass-
ports, in addition to keeping tabs on all
election results and voting procedures.

State Senator Raymond Lesniak, in
attendance at the Democratic victory
party at L’Affaire on Route 22 in
Mountainside, raised his glass in a toast
to the freeholders. He also took the
opportunity to address the freeholders’
opponents.

“New Jersey, take notice. Union
County is in charge,” he said. “Hello,
Republican Party of Union County; you
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VICTORY CELEBRATION…Democratic Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
second from left, celebrates her re-election to the Fanwood Borough Council
Tuesday during a gathering at Flannery’s Pub. Joining her, pictured left to right,
are: Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor Colleen Mahr and Ms. Mitchell’s
running mate, Kevin Boris.


