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JOIN ME ON THE 
ROAD TO A CURE.

Get a quote today and help fund cancer research.
Together, we can help save much more than money. Now when 
you get an Allstate auto or life insurance quote, Allstate New 
Jersey will donate $10 for each quote to the Cancer Institute of 
New Jersey Foundation. Call me today to help make a difference. 

No purchase or use of goods or services necessary for donation fulfillment. Maximum donation of $25,000 applicable to both auto and life 

quotes. Limited to one (1) donation for auto and one (1) donation for life quotes. Ends December 1, 2010. Insurance subject to availability

and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Bridge-water, NJ. Life insurance issued by Allstate Life Insurance 

Co., Northbrook, IL and Lincoln Benefit Life Co., Lincoln, NE. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
519 South Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090
ronbansky@allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/ronbansky

GRAND OPENING
 

WELL GROOMED

Will be opening on Monday

November 8th, 2010.

 
Thank you to all our customers for your patience and understanding 

during the transition into our new location at 

 
290 South Avenue

Fanwood, N.J. 07023
908-322-5441

 

 
Please join us for our open house on Sunday November 14, 2010 from 1:00 – 4:00p.m. 

Come and enter our drawing for a $25.00

gift certificate toward a full grooming service. 

Two winners will be chosen! 

Courtesy of Nick & Lisa Karter
SCARY PERSON AND POOCH...Cerebus and Charon take up residence on
Summit Avenue during Halloween, Sunday, in Westfield.

GOP Retains SP Council;
Glover, Marcus, Vastine Win

Mitchell, Parenti Re-elected
To Fanwood Council Seats

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Republicans re-
tained their 3-2 control of the township
council on Tuesday, with Democratic
incumbent Kevin Glover winning a sec-
ond term and two newcomers, Democrat
Michael Marcus and Republican Will-
iam Vastine, being elected to their first
terms.

Unofficial results showed Mr. Glover
garnering 3,335 votes, with Mr. Marcus
receiving 3,293 and Mr. Vastine, 3,123.
Mr. Marcus and Mr. Vastine will replace
Councilmen Jeff Strauss and Dominick
Bratti, both of whom ran for re-election
as independents, when the 2011 council
convenes in January.

Mr. Strauss received 1,539 votes on
Tuesday, while Mr. Bratti won 1,334.
Democrat Neal LeStrange received 3,105
votes, while Republicans Tony Patti won
3,115 votes – eight votes short of winning
a council seat – and Sal Trifiro received
3,030 votes. About 46 percent of the
township’s 16,014 registered voters
turned out to vote in an election that also
featured a U.S. House race as well as
contests for Union County Freeholder,
Sheriff, Clerk and Surrogate.

Provisional ballots were yet to be tal-
lied on Tuesday night, but if the results
hold up, Republican mayor Nancy Malool
will lead the governing body. Mayor
Malool did not endorse her party’s ticket
but instead publicly backed Mr. Bratti’s
campaign.

“I will work with whoever ends up
being the winner,” the mayor told The
Westfield Leader. She admitted to being
“a little disappointed” that Mr. Bratti and
Mr. Strauss would not be returning to the
governing body, saying they had “brought
a lot of value to the council.” But, she
said, “the governing of Scotch Plains
goes on,” and she promised to “do my
best no matter who’s sitting at the table
with me.”

At the Republicans’ vote-counting
party, former mayor Martin Marks said
that the independent candidacies of Mr.
Strauss and Mr. Bratti had “definitely had
an effect” on the Republicans’ vote counts.
And a glance at the vote counts showed
that the three Democratic Freeholder can-
didates had received a combined vote of
about 9,800 in Scotch Plains, about equal
to what the three Democrats running for
council received.

The three Republican Freeholder can-
didates won a cumulative 11,800 town-
ship votes, but the three GOP council
candidates’ total vote count was slightly
less than 9,300 – with Mr. Bratti’s and
Mr. Strauss’ combined vote of 2,873

making up most of the difference.
At the municipal building, both inde-

pendent candidates watched the votes
being counted along with Mayor Malool.
Mr. Strauss told The Leader he “felt good”
about his campaign, while Mr. Bratti said
he and Mr. Strauss had both run “clean
campaigns that never went negative, the
way we wanted to run the town.”

Democratic Party Chairman Lou
Beckerman told The Leader that he was
“proud” that his side had run a “clean
campaign,” while accusing Republican
chairman William McClintock of having
promised him to run a clean campaign,
“but he didn’t deliver one.”

“We ran a positive campaign, based on
the issues that were important to the people
in Scotch Plains,” Mr. Beckerman said.
“We’re proud of our work.”

Mr. Vastine predicted that the “dy-
namics” of the 2011 council “will prob-
ably produce more positive results” be-
cause there will be “lots of negotiation to
arrive at solutions” to the various issues
coming before the five members. “We
could end up with a more representative
government” than one with a unanimous,
one-party control, he told The Leader.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Incumbent Borough
Council members, Democrat Katherine
Mitchell, 1,292, and Republican Anthony
Parenti, 1,230, won re-election at the
polls Tuesday with challengers, Demo-
crat Kevin Boris, 1,190, and Republican
Jason Benedict, 1,129, finishing third and
fourth, respectively.

Voter turnout across the borough’s
seven polling districts hovered around 50
percent. Election Day’s results in
Fanwood mean the six-member govern-
ing body remains split 3-3 between the
Democrats and Republicans; Democratic
Mayor Colleen Mahr remains the tie-
breaker in the event of an even vote on a
local measure or issue.

After the polls closed and results were
tallied up, Democrats gathered at an Irish
pub on South Avenue, where the mood
was lively and celebratory. Mayor Mahr
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood) began the crowded victory
party, with the mayor noting, “We kept
control of the council, so this is a great
night for Fanwood.”

Councilwoman Mitchell thanked vot-
ers for their support. “I just hope that I
live up to your expectations. Thank you

for putting your trust in me, and I will
work just as hard as I ever have for the
next three years,” she said.

Mr. Boris, a member of the borough’s
planning board, characterized the results
as a “win for the team,” and he added, “I
wasn’t victorious but I know that Fanwood
is in good hands with both Tony [Parenti]
and Kathy [Mitchell].”

Up the street at the Chelsea assisted-
living facility, the local Republican gath-
ering was considerably more subdued,
but the overall mood was positive and
cheerful. Councilman Parenti said he had
“mixed emotions” about the results, given
that the Republicans didn’t win both open
council seats. But, Mr. Parenti said, he
looks forward to working with the mayor
and other council members during his
next term.

Mr. Parenti added, “I’m not working
for a party; I’m working for the people
and I’m still going to do that.”

Mr. Benedict congratulated his Demo-
cratic opponents on a “great campaign.”

“I was excited about the opportunity to
try to make a difference,” Mr. Benedict
said. “I look forward to working with
[council members] in their official role
and keep Fanwood a great place to live
and to raise a family,” he added.

HALLOWEEN ON THE BLOCK…Westfield residents of First Street, Marion
and Florence Avenues held their annual Halloween Block Party this past week-
end. Attendees donated canned and boxed food items to be donated to the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, based in Scotch Plains, that benefits children
diagnosed with cancer and their families.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
SNAZZY...Halloweeners haunt downtown Westfield last Saturday night. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Susan Greeley of Westfield, Suzanne Taylor of Scotch
Plains, Geno Jannotti and Carol Kearney of Garwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SEAFOOD ANYONE?…Steve, Haley and Stephanie Concannos are dressed as
chefs serving a seafood dish at Sunday’s Halloween Contest on Quimby Street
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

TAKING THEIR SKILLS TO SCHOOL...On October 15, three paramedic
students enrolled in Union County College’s Paramedic Program executed a
Community Service Project as part of the curriculum. The three students –
Michael Klouda, Terry Whalen and Kelly Wanca – partnered with the
Mountainside Rescue Squad EMTs to educate Beechwood School students on the
911 system. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Whalen, Mr. Klouda, Ms.
Wanca, Eric Pastore and Bruce Meyer.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
CONVENING ON THE TALLIES...County GOP hopefuls, who were encour-
aged by early results from the suburbs, reassess the situation during a gathering
in Summit as big margins for the Democrats roll in from urban Elizabeth and
Hillside to eventually result in a sweep of county races for the Democrats.

the municipality is not involved. Mr.
Mancini expressed his displeasure
with the most recent teacher-contract
negotiations, saying, “We need a new
attorney.”

Debbie Burslem told the council
that the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park’s walkway project is being in-
stalled. She said that the Department
of Public Works “could not have done
a better job” in preparing the area for
construction. She also said that dona-
tions are still being accepted for pav-
ers at the park.

Next week, the council is slated to
approve resolutions for the demoli-
tion of single-family homes located
at 405 Quantuck Lane and 480 Spring-
field Avenue. The council will also
approve a resolution to refund
$20,887 in overpaid taxes to the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
following a tax appeal on its property
at 215 East Grove Street.

The council will also vote on a
resolution accepting $5,073 from the
State of New Jersey Body Armor
Fund for the police department.

At the close of the meeting, the
council went into executive session
to discuss an employment issue re-
garding Police Officer Kevin
O’Keefe.
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can Patricia Quattrocchi defeated
Democratic incumbent Dennis
McCarthy, and in Rahway, where Union
County Freeholder Rick Proctor, a
Democrat, defeated Republican Patrick
J. Cassio. Mr. Proctor will replace 20-
year Democratic incumbent James
Kennedy, who is retiring. At press time,
in Linden, first-term Independent
Mayor Richard J. Gerbounka holds a
slim lead over Democrat Derek
Armstead. Republicans held the
mayor’s office in Roselle Park, as GOP
Councilman Joe Accardi defeated
Democratic Councilman-At-Large
Carl A. Hokanson.

In New Providence, GOP Council-
man Brooke Hern, a former Demo-
crat who ran for state Assembly in
2001, defeated incumbent Indepen-
dent Mayor John Thoms. Voters also
voted “no” on a question to permit
the borough to turn over Oakwood
Park to the county. In return, the
county would have financed construc-
tion of a multi-million-dollar athletic
complex at the park.

Democrats won seats back in
Springfield, where current GOP
mayor Ziad Shehady was defeated,
and in Cranford, where mayor Mark
Smith lost re-election. Cranford and
Springfield Democrats will both hold
3-2 advantages come January.

Voters on Tuesday passed a public
question to restrict the state from
utilizing money in unemployment in-
surance fund for any other purpose.
The question passed by a margin of
80 to 20 percent.
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file responses to briefs filed by third-
party plaintiffs in the “Passaic River
Litigation,” a lawsuit brought by the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection against Occidental
Chemical Company. The RVSA,
along with many other organizations,
was brought in as a third-party plain-
tiff as a result of an action filed by
Occidental.

James Wancho of Consolidated
Construction Management Services
told the board work on the roof re-
placement at RVSA’s administration
building is underway. During the
work, it was found that most of the
insulation under the roof had deterio-
rated and will require replacement.
The added costs of this have yet to be
determined.
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Freeholders Union County (3-year terms, vote for 3)
DEM: Dan Sullivan* [60,773 votes]; Bette Jane Kowalski* [60,364 votes]; Linda
Carter [61,150 votes] winners
GOP: Ellen Dickson [46,283 votes]; Brian Flanagan [46,480 votes]; Elyse
Medved [43,934 votes]

Clerk Union County (5-year term, vote for 1)
DEM: Joanne Rajoppi* [65,189 votes] winner
GOP: Art Zapolski [42,987 votes]

Sheriff Union County (3-year term, vote for 1)
DEM: Ralph Froehlich* [64,906 votes] winner
GOP: Peter Lijoi [43,643 votes]

said.
“We just had the best people run-

ning,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “The
other side was all smoke and mirrors,
and we were the firemen who put out
their smoke and mirrors.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan told the
Democratic contingent, “No one is
ever going to outwork us.”

Republicans, however, were defi-
ant in defeat. Candidate Medved said,
“These people (Democratic voters in
urban parts of the county) are getting
what they vote for, and it’s a shame
because they won’t open their eyes,
but we will eventually force them to
open their eyes. It’s not over.”

Ms. Dickson took it one step fur-
ther, saying, “Those who are benefit-
ing from the largesse are getting a
bigger and bigger percentage, and
that percentage is sucking all the rest
of us.”

Mr. Flanagan said, “We’ve tried so
many ways...we just keep getting
hosed out here in the western end of
the county, and it’s got to stop.

“But its bad for everybody in the
county,” he continued, “including the
people who keep voting these
knuckleheads in, because the jobs are
fleeing, and we can’t keep them here.”

Mr. Zapolski talked about the
Democratic Party’s success, saying
that the votes are not indicative of
good governance.

“You hit them (people in urban
areas) with a cattle prod, and they’ll
go under; there’s no brain power in-
volved,” he said.

Mr. Zapolski, did, however, remain
optimistic for the Republican slate’s
chances in future election years.

“There will be victory in the fu-
ture; it’s gonna happen,” he said. “It
didn’t happen the way we wanted,
but it is gonna happen.”
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Courtesy of Joanna  Wayner


