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Tickets Available for 2010
Tour of Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – Springtime in
Westfield brings an array of notable
homes with their doors flung open to
public tour for the benefit of the town’s
acclaimed symphony orchestra. This
year, the event will be held on Satur-

day, June 5, between 10 a.m. and
3p.m.

Chairwoman Gretchen Castorina
and her committee, comprised of the
Friends of Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, promise five landmark homes
to tour. Since the event is being held
a month later than usual, the potential
for viewing spectacular gardens is
increased.

This year’s tour showcases many
landmark homes. An authentically
restored 19th Century home with rare
elements, including original stained-
glass windows, coffered ceilings, or-
namental mouldings, marble floors,
deluxe kitchen and exquisite bath-
rooms, is a must-see.

Another standout is a Victorian
majestically positioned on a knoll
near the downtown with restored
windows and chestnut wood trim
throughout.

The connection between Asian and
Victorian decors can be viewed in a
Cranford location with imaginative
landscaping throughout the rear yard,
which is located on the storied river.

A contemporary stucco house is
not to be missed for its elegance and
charm.

Finally, a grand stone house with a
distinctly European flavor is punctu-
ated by lush gardens and features
every desirable amenity for home life

and entertaining.
Mrs. Castorina promised that the

tour will hold “something for every-
one.” There will be a musical inter-
lude, popular plant sale featuring both
flowers and herbs, luxury gift basket

raffle, Oriental rug raffle, a selection
of Tibetan decorative home accents
and refreshments served in the gar-
den of one of the homes. All proceeds
will benefit the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra.

Tickets for the 2010 Tour of No-
table Homes are $30 when purchased
prior to Saturday, June 5, when they
will be sold at $35. They are available
in Westfield at Baron’s Drug Store,
Coldwell Banker Realtors East and
West, Prudential NJ Properties, Two
River Community Bank, The Town
Bookstore, Weichert Realtors and
Westfield Symphony Orchestra of-
fice.

In Fanwood, they are available at
Irma’s Hallmark, in Cranford at
Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts and in
Mountainside at Christoffers Flow-
ers.

Further information is available by
calling the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra office at (908) 232-9400 or
going to westfieldsymphony.org.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students for
their accomplishments in preparing for this

51st

ANNIVERSARY
of piano recitals

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com
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MOST NOTABLY…This home has been enticing travelers along Westfield’s
Mountain Avenue for about three years, when its extensive renovations first
began. It will finally be revealed on June 5 as part of the Friends of Westfield
Symphony Annual Tour of Notable Homes.

WISHES DO COME TRUE...Connor LaVelle of

Westfield meets Yankee captain Derek Jeter. Read

his amazing story at right.

Yankees Make One Boy’s Day
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ordinarily, the
New York Yankees don’t send lim-
ousines to escort fans to their base-
ball games or invite them into their
dugout or let them try on a World
Series ring. But last week, when a
limo arrived for the LaVelle family
of Westfield, it wasn’t an ordinary
day. It was the day the Make-a-Wish
Foundation made 9-year-old
Connor’s dream of meeting the Yan-
kees come true.

As Connor waited in excited an-
ticipation on his front porch, he chat-
ted candidly about his passion for
the Yankees and life in general with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

 He joked about his disdain for
girls liking Yankee shortstop Derek
Jeter “just because he’s cute,” how
he and his two older brothers, David,
13, and Jack, 11, were all born dur-
ing years the Yankees won the World
Series (1996, 1998 and 2000) and

how much he enjoys computer games
and playing catch like many kids his
age.

 But each morning, Connor has to
take oral chemotherapy medication
to treat Neurofibromatosis (NF1),
an incurable disease involving tu-
mors developing on nerve cell tis-
sues that can cause bone deformi-
ties. Since his diagnosis at the age of
2, he’s needed a wheelchair for much
of his life and attends multiple physi-
cal therapies weekly.

Connor’s father, David LaVelle,
explained that while so far the tu-
mors have been benign, they can be
potentially life-threatening. They’re
unpredictable and could turn malig-
nant or grow large enough to dam-
age vital organs, especially if lo-
cated in inoperable areas.

But like Connor, Mr. LaVelle and
his wife, Kerry, maintain an upbeat,
positive outlook. They count bless-
ings like the fact that this type of
daily chemo doesn’t cause Connor’s
hair to fall out nor make him nau-

seous. And although Connor’s con-
sidered to have a “very serious case,”
he was spared having a learning dis-
ability often caused by NF1.

 “I’ve learned a heck of a lot about
myself and parenthood and what’s
important in life,” Mr. LaVelle said.
“Basically, if he’s okay, I’m okay.
He’s a remarkable little boy.”

Through contacts at his job with
UPS, Mr. LaVelle became ac-
quainted with Laurie Silverberg, a
woman involved in philanthropic
endeavors. When she learned about
Connor, she made a referral to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, a chari-
table organization that aims to grant
wishes for children with life-threat-
ening medical conditions. They met
with Connor and his family in the
fall and later notified him about
granting his request this spring.

Joy Wagenblast, principal of the
Redeemer Lutheran School in
Westfield where Connor attends
school, said he had been eagerly
anticipating this day for months.

 “Connor has an indomitable
spirit,” she said. “He recently con-
fessed to the doctors down at
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
that he’s only had one crabby
day…and that’s probably true! He’s
really an inspiration to us everyday.”

Ms. Wagenblast joined Connor’s
class and teacher, Diane Frusco, in
walking up to his house from their
nearby school to see him off to the
Yankee game. Upon arrival, the third
graders excitedly burst onto the porch
with balloons and surrounded their
friend with cheers.

Connor shared his classmates’ awe
in exploring the stretch limo, and his
eyes grew even wider when the driver
said he had actually attended school
with Yankees’ third baseman, Alex
Rodriguez.

Dressed in head-to-toe Yankee
gear, Connor happily posed for photo
after photo with friends and family
and was soon on his way to the
game, where most of all, he hoped to
meet his favorite player, first
baseman Mark Teixeira.

And meet him, he did. Mr. LaVelle
reported that from the moment of
their arrival, the Yankees treated
Connor like royalty.

He met and had photos taken with
15 players, including Derek Jeter
and Alex Rodriguez, toured the
locker room, spent two hours in the
dugout and tried on an official 2009
World Series ring.

Teixeira signed Connor’s jersey,
and his baseball and 2010 team photo
were personally autographed by ev-
ery player in the picture. Connor
even joined in the team’s ribbing of
catcher Francisco Cervelli’s extra-
large protective helmet, which re-
sulted in the catcher laughing and
placing the helmet on Connor’s own
head.

“They really are a class act from
start to finish,” Mr. LaVelle said. “I
can’t say enough about how wel-
come they made us feel. It was amaz-
ing. It blew us away.”

Connor and his family enjoyed a
private tour of Monument Park dur-
ing batting practice and got to keep
the homerun ball hit there by pitcher
Phil Hughes while they were walk-
ing through. Mr. LaVelle said the
family was also given unlimited ac-
cess to the stadium’s “5-star restau-
rant” for the entire seven hours of
their visit.

But Connor reported his favorite
part was simply watching the game
from the coveted vantage point of
about 15 rows behind home plate.

He summed up his feelings about
meeting the New York Yankees suc-
cinctly and with a big grin.

“The Yankees rock!” he pro-
claimed.

And to meet a 9-year-old boy who
doesn’t let the daily challenges of
his condition ever get in the way of
enjoying life to the fullest…well,
maybe the Yankees would agree that
Connor “rocks,” too.
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WESTFIELD TICKET OUTLETS:
Baron’s Drug Store • Coldwell Banker Realtors East & West 

Prudential New Jersey Properties 
Two River Community Bank, South Ave. & Elm St. 

The Town Book Store • Weichert Realtors
Westfi eld Symphony Orchestra Offi ce

Tickets Also Available At: Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood
 Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford • Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside

Presented by:

The Friends of the Westfi eld Symphony Orchestra

To Benefi t the:

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
For more Home Tour information, visit www.Westfi eldSymphony.org

SATURDAY
JUNE 5TH

Homes Open 
10am - 3pm

REFRESHMENTS

MUSIC

RAFFLE

PLANT SALE

  A  Tour � 

TICKET PRICE
$30 IN ADVANCE • $35 DAY OF TOUR

Posters underwritten by                    185 Elm Street, Westfi eld (908) 654-7777

WESTFIELD – The Cartel, an
award-winning documentary film,
will have two additional Westfield
screenings at the Rialto Theatre on
Wednesday, June 2; show times are
7 and 9 p.m., followed by a “Direc-
tor Q&A” and town-hall-style meet-
ing on the subject of education
policy. To see the trailer, visit
TheCartelMovie.com

The Cartel Returns

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


