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Cougar Girls Finish Second in Section 2 Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars Blank Raiders, 11-0, in Section Softball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Burke took sixth at the same height.
Englese, who had been recovering

from a pulled calf muscle and was
edged out for first in the Union County
Tournament last week, was anticipat-
ing her race in the 400 meters.

“I am doing a lot better. It feels a
little tight today, but I have been
doing a lot with the therapy, coming
on my fifth week. I feel a lot more

confident, especially after last week.
Coming in second was a good wakeup
call. I have been training much harder
in practice, so I won’t take races like
that for granted,” she said.

Positioned in Lane 4, Englese sped
past her opponents and easily won
the 400, breezing over the line in
56.57. Englese also won the 200 in
26.28.

“I’m getting back in shape slowly.
I felt good. I am a little tight, but I feel
a lot better than last week,” Englese
said. “I like being in the middle. If
anything else, 3-2 or 1, because I like
catching up to people.”

Cougar Rebecca Shimonov crossed
third in the 400-hurdles with a PR
time of 1:08.24. Although not plac-
ing in the top-six, teammate Megan
Schetelich also recorded a PR.
Shimonov also placed sixth in the
long jump with a leap of 15’3.5”.

“This was a really great race. My
coaches told me to stay strong. There
were a few hurdles I stumbled on, but
I overcame them and attacked the
rest. I PR’ed with a 68 [seconds],”
Shimonov said. “I am excited for
groups!”

“For some reason, we seem to hit
her very well. Back in the beginning
[of the year], we put the ball in play
quite a bit. I thought we put the ball in
play very well today. Sometimes we
hit it right at people. I thought that last
shot was through by Marina,” coach
Hulnik said. “They just field very,
very well. They are a good solid team.”

The 9-16 Raiders pulled off a fine
fielding play in the first inning to
prevent a score when third baseman
Monroy initiated a first (Lapham) to
home (Zyla) double play, but the first
three Cougar runs came in the second
inning. Stephanie Bagniewski (2 runs
scored) and Brianna Capece (2 runs
scored) walked, and Kelly Hardman
(3 runs scored) yanked an RBI double.

Nicole Ravetier, who walked three
times, tapped a grounder back to the
mound that was overthrown to first,
allowing Capece and Hardman to
score.

Taylor D’Antico got things rolling
in the third inning with a leadoff
double to left. Kathleen French
walked then D’Antico zoomed to third
on a wild pitch. Emily Snyder lofted
an RBI sac fly to center, and Capece
ricocheted an RBI single off the
pitcher. Hardman reached first on an
error and followed with her second
stolen base. Ravetier walked, Siragusa
(2 RBI) lined an RBI single and Me-
lissa Moreno drew a bases-loaded
RBI walk. D’Antico added an RBI to
make the score 8-0 when she was hit-

by-a-pitch.
The Cougar fourth inning began

with a walk, a hit batter and a throw-
ing error that added a run. After a
groundout to first, three straight walks
added another run. Moreno added the
final run with an RBI sacrifice fly to
right.

“We hit the ball well today. There
were days where we fielded well.
There were days where we pitched
well. Eventually, we are going to put
all three together, and we have a few
times this year. We haven’t had a
cupcake schedule. Everyday, you
have to come out to play,” coach
Hulnik said of her young team.
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Cougars Stop Highlanders
For County Softball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three days after shutting out
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 11-0, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 Tournament and two
days after being upset by Nutley, 5-
0, in the quarterfinals, the top-seeded
Cranford High School girls softball
team edged the second-seeded Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders, 4-3,
to capture the Union County Tour-
nament championship at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on May 21.

The 23-4 Cougars took a 2-0 lead
in the top of the first. Nicole Ravetier
blasted a solo home run and Taylor
D’Antico ripped an RBI single. The
Highlanders answered in the third
inning to tie the score, 2-2, when
Paige Murphy whacked a two-run
home run.

The Highlanders snatched a 3-2
lead in the fourth inning when Lexi
Katz reached safely on an error,
eventually worked her way to third
and scored on a wild pitch. In the
fifth inning, Cougars Olivia
Salinardo and Brianna Capece each
laid down bunt singles. Ravetier
singled and freshman Julie Siragusa
singled to bring home Salinardo

and Capece to make the score, 4-3.
“I was actually warming up to

come in to pitch, and they were
like, ‘Julie! You are on deck.’ I got
up. I saw the bases were loaded,
and I knew I had to make something
happen for us to go ahead. Brianna
was on second,” Siragusa said.

The Highlanders and the Cou-
gars split their two regular-season
match-ups, so the UCT title game
was the rubber match and Siragusa
came in on relief in all three games.
Siragusa relieved starter Kelly
Hardman in the bottom fifth and
slammed the door on the Highland-
ers the remainder of the way, allow-
ing just a single and a walk, while
striking out five.

“Every game, I think they had
trouble with my curveball. I threw a
lot inside, and they could not get
around on it. You don’t see a lot of
lefties at all playing softball, so it’s
rare to have a strong [left-handed]
pitcher. Being a leftie is a total
advantage for me, because no one is
used to it,” Siragusa said.

The Cougars won three straight
UCT in 2006, 2007 and 2008, and
with the victory claimed their fifth
overall.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Julie Siragusa, a freshman on the
varsity softball team, pitched three innings of shutout ball in relief, struck out five
and allowed only one hit to give the Cougars a 4-3 win over Governor Livingston
for the Union County championship on May 22. She also had the winning RBI.

Probitas Verus Honos

CHS Prom Photos:
The Westfield Leader
Will be willing to post
Prom photos on the

Online Cougar pages.
Jpg photos with proper

information to:
dcorbin@goleader.com

Cougar Snacks:
Cougar Nine Down

Iselin-Kennedy, 12-6
The Cranford High School base-

ball team downed Iselin-Kennedy,
12-6, in Cranford on May 21 to ad-
vance to the semifinals of the North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 Tourna-
ment to play Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on May 25.

Mark Osofsky rapped an RBI single
in the fourth inning to give the 22-5
Cougars a 7-6 lead. In the sixth in-
ning, Nick Cook drilled a two-run
double and Sean Trotter tapped a two-
run single in a five-run eruption.
Freshman Ryan Williamson relieved
in the second inning and quelled the
17-10 Iselin-Kennedy squad.

Cougar Boys Halt
Canuck Netmen, 4-1
The Cranford High School boys

tennis team defeated the North
Plainfield Canucks, 4-1, on May 24.
First singles: Camilo Londono d (N) d
Alex Heucke, 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4
Second singles: Andrew Miller (C) d
Amit Batra, 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Christian Wu (C) d Guedis
Cardenas, 6-2, 6-1
First doubles: Dan Buono and Derrick
Decagna (C) d Jon Curron and Carl Uy,
6-3, 6-1
Second doubles: Russ Hathaway and
Will Allen (C) Kevin Sornoza and Benson
Ocariza, 6-1, 6-1

Cougar Netmen Top
Union Farmers, 3-2

The Cranford High School boys
tennis team defeated Union, 3-2, on
May 21.
First singles: Julian Gonclaves (U) d
Alex Heucke, 7-6 (7-0), 6-1
Second singles: Steve Roszkowski (U)
d Andrew Miller, 7-5, 6-4
Third singles: Christian Wu (C) d Hope
Ajayi, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Dan Buono and Derrick
Decagna (C) d Kishan Patel and David
Reyes, 6-1, 6-2
Second doubles: Russ Hathaway and
Will Allen (C) John Magbanua and
James Magbanua, 6-1, 6-0

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

New Jersey 
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ers'

Union County
Salary Fund

PAY: Ralph G. Froehlich

$145,000

One-Hundred-Forty-Five Thousand Dollars

New Je
rsey Ta

xpayer
s

Union County Taxpayers have

Ralph Froehlich living 

‘high on the hog’ with 

two paychecks

for one job

New Jersey Taxpayers'

Bankrupt Pension Fund

PAY: Ralph G. Froehlich

$85,000

Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars

New Jersey Taxpa
yers
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• http://www.njherald.com/story/news/25Constitutional-officers    •  Call Ralph at 908-527-4454 to

http://www.thestatenj.com/engine/2010/05  • http://NJTODAY.NET •  ask him if it is true if you want
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STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREEZING ACROSS THE FINISH LINE…Cougar Natalie Englese overcame a previous calf pull to win the 400 meters
in 56.57 at the Group 2, Section 2 meet in South Plainfield. The inset shows Natalie hobbling around on crutches in late April.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OOPS!…Cougar Brianna Capece’s foot does not quite get back to third base during a pickoff attempt, however she managed
not to be called out by the umpire.


