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Raider Girls, Blue Devil Boys Place 2nd in Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougars Blank Raiders, 11-0, in Sectional Softball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

finished fourth in the 800 meters at
2:23.25, ran a very smart race to fin-
ish second in the 1,600 with a PR time
of 5:17.21, behind highly favored
Colette Whitney of Voorhees, who
crossed in 5:04.76, and ahead of
Mendham’s Reagan Kolakowski.

“She was concerned whether she
was going to make it out of the sec-
tion, because she came in seventh last
year. I said, ‘you are better than you
were last year.’ She ran 5:22 last year,
and she ran a couple of races better
than that this year,” Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel said. “I told her the
girl from Voorhees is going to win. I
pointed out the one girl from
Mendham. I said, ‘that’s the girl you
want to run with.’ She did! I was very
pleased with how she ran, not just
[with] the time but [with] the way she
handled herself. She responded to the
different situations that arose. She is
a tough little kid!”

Raiders Isabel Crystal crossed
fourth in the 400 at 1:02.11, Kathleen
Leeper finished sixth in the 3,200 at
11:37.8 and Alanna Salituro tied for
sixth in the pole vault with a height of
eight feet.

Blue Devils Jhakyse Williams,
Brian Henry, Pat Gray and Jon Henry
won the 4x400-meter relay with a
time of 3:21. Jon Henry won the 800
with a time of 1:54.84, and Tyler
Cusick finished fifth at 1:57.4. Jon
Henry also placed second in the 400
with a time of 48.21. Williams took
third in the 100 with a time of 11.11.
Gray placed third in the javelin with
a toss of 180’10”.

Dave Fishman placed fourth in the
pole vault with a height of 12’6”.
Connor Shields took fifth in the long
jump with a leap of 20’11.25” and
Mike Depaola tied for fifth in the
high jump with a height of 5’10”.

Raider Frank Mellana kept inching
closer to that 200-foot mark when he
won the javelin with a meet-record
toss of 197’8”. The previous record
was 184’9” set last year by Troy
Eastman of Rahway. Quentin
Blackwell took third in the long jump
with a distance of 20’3.5”. Alex Parker
at 9:59.74 and Brandon Wheeler at

10:06.4 placed 4-6 in the 3,200.
Cougar Kelly Burke made several

aborted approaches in her three at-
tempts to break her own Union County
record of 12’6” in the pole vault and
to break the meet record when she
elevated the height to 12’7”.

“Part of it now is I have turf toe, so
the ball of my foot really hurts. I
guess I was thinking about that a little
more than I should have. I had to put
it to the side and focus on jumping. I
think too much,” Burke said.

On her third attempt, she prevailed
then raised the height to 13 feet in an
effort to tie the state record. She nearly
succeeded but not quite. Teammate
Brianna Grant placed sixth with a
height of eight feet.

“I needed it because last year at
nationals two of the girls, one jumped
12’6” and one jumped 12’7”. One
was in the championship flight, one
wasn’t, so I want to keep making sure
that I can get into the championship at
nationals,” Burke said.

Despite the turf toe, Burke scooted
over to the triple jump and set a meet
record in the event with a distance of
39’4”. Grant took third at 34’8”. Burke
also finished second in the 100-
hurdles at 15.41 and Grant placed
sixth at 16.95. Grant took third in the
high jump with a height of 4’10” and
Burke took sixth at the same height.

Cougar Natalie Englese, who had
been recovering from a pulled calf
muscle and was edged out for first in
the Union County Tournament, was
anticipating her race in the 400 meters.

“I am doing a lot better. It feels a
little tight today, but I have been do-
ing a lot with the therapy, coming on
my fifth week. I feel a lot more con-
fident, especially after last week.
Coming in second was a good wakeup
call. I have been training much harder
in practice, so I won’t take races like
that for granted,” she said.

Positioned in Lane 4, Englese sped
past her opponents and easily won
the 400, breezing over the line in

56.57. Englese also won the 200 in
26.28.

“I’m getting back in shape slowly.
I felt good. I am a little tight, but I feel
a lot better than last week,” Englese
said. “I like being in the middle. If
anything else, 3-2 or 1, because I like
catching up to people.”

Cougar Rebecca Shimonov crossed
third in the 400-hurdles with a PR
time of 1:08.24. Although not plac-
ing in the top-six, teammate Megan
Schetelich also recorded a PR.
Shimonov also placed sixth in the
long jump with a leap of 15’3.5”.

“This was a really great race. My
coaches told me to stay strong. There
were a few hurdles I stumbled on, but
I overcame them and attacked the
rest. I PR’ed with a 68 [seconds],”
Shimonov said. “I am excited for
groups!”

“They told us to go out really hard
and give it our all, so we can advance.
I am happy with what I did,” Schetlich
added.

Englese, Schetelich, Kate Evans
and Cara Costa placed second in the
4x400 with a time of 4:08.85, and
Bridget Miller crossed fifth in the
3,200 at 11:45.89.

For the Cougar boys, George El-
Khoury led the pack in the 1,600 at
the third lap and must have been
acting like the rabbit in the race, be-
cause down the stretch, teammate Will
Smith kicked it home to cross first
with a time of 4:27.24.

“I knew El-Khoury was going to
take it out fast. That’s how he races. If
I could settle in behind him, he could
take me through in a fast 800. It was
a PR by over a second. Right now, I
am feeling pretty good. I feel fast,”
Smith explained.

Jeff Sun finished third in the 800 at
1:59.34, Reggie Green placed fifth in
the triple jump with a distance of
39’10.25”, Errol Petgrave took sixth
in the discus with a toss of 123’7”,
and James Sowa placed sixth in the
pole vault with a height of 10 feet.

swung the bat. They hit the ball. They
put the ball in play,” coach Bruno
said. “She’s a competitor. Friday, she
will be working on whatever wasn’t
working today.”

Jen Kickenweitz slapped a double
in the first inning, and Chris Monroy
hopped a single up the middle in the
fourth inning, but the hardest Raider
connect came on the final play of the
game when Marina Dugan drilled a
sharp liner to short that resulted in a
double play. Kelly Lapham drew the
only walk.

“For some reason, we seem to hit
her very well. Back in the beginning
[of the year], we put the ball in play
quite a bit. I thought we put the ball in
play very well today. Sometimes we
hit it right at people. I thought that last
shot was through by Marina,” coach
Hulnik said. “They just field very,
very well. They are a good solid team.”

The 9-16 Raiders pulled off a fine
fielding play in the first inning to pre-
vent a score when third baseman
Monroy initiated a first (Lapham) to
home (Zyla) double play, but the first
three Cougar runs came in the second
inning. Stephanie Bagniewski (2 runs
scored) and Brianna Capece (2 runs
scored) walked, and Kelly Hardman (3
runs scored) yanked an RBI double.
Nicole Ravetier, who walked three
times, tapped a grounder back to the
mound that was overthrown to first,
allowing Capece and Hardman to score.

Taylor D’Antico got things rolling
in the third inning with a leadoff double
to left. Kathleen French walked then
D’Antico zoomed to third on a wild
pitch. Emily Snyder lofted an RBI sac
fly to center, and Capece ricocheted an
RBI single off the pitcher. Hardman
reached first on an error and followed
with her second stolen base. Ravetier

walked, Siragusa (2 RBI) lined an RBI
single and Melissa Moreno drew a
bases-loaded RBI walk. D’Antico
added an RBI to make the score 8-0
when she was hit-by-a-pitch.

The Cougar fourth inning began
with a walk, a hit batter and a throwing
error that added a run. After a groundout
to first, three straight walks added
another run. Moreno added the final
run with an RBI sacrifice fly to right.

“We hit the ball well today. There
were days where we fielded well.
There were days where we pitched
well. Eventually, we are going to put
all three together, and we have a few
times this year. We haven’t had a
cupcake schedule. Everyday, you have
to come out to play,” coach Hulnik
said of her young team.
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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

GYMNASTICS STATE CHAMPS…Hannah Prieto, left, and Hannah Goldring
of Westfield each won first place All-Around in their respective age groups in the
Jersey Optional Gymnastics Association Level 3 championships held May 1 and 2.

UCRFC U13, U15 Boys Rap
Morris Rugby Football Club
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) U13 and U15 boy’s
teams won big games over the visit-
ing Morris RFC U13 and U15 boys.

In the U13 game, many of the UCRFC
players were in their first game of tackle
rugby. Newcomer Jack Simcox scored
two tries in his debut. Charlie Lloyd,
Kyle Burns and Tom Dazzo each scored
a try to round out the scoring.

In the U15 game, UCRFC beat
Morris, 44-15. Nick LaFace had two
tries. Emmitt White had a try and two

conversions, and Alex Hay had three
tries. Ryan Farrell and Brenton Har-
ries each scored a solo try.

The UCRFC U19 A-side took the
weekend off as they prepared for their
trip to the USA Nationals in Salt Lake
City. The U19 B-side traveled to Keio
Academy to play a “friendly”. The
Keio side had some speed outside and
scored a 36-19 win. UCRFC got two
tries from Jordan Johnson, one try
from John Del Duca and two conver-
sions from Ryne Morrison.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO HANDLE A WIDE THROW…Raider first baseman Kelly Lapham tries to control a wide throw as
Cougar Kelly Hardman, No. 11, shields herself to keep from getting hit. See more on Online Cougar pages.

SUCCEEDING WITH A TRY…U15 Jr. Mudturtle Nick LaFace scored two trys
in a 44-15 victory over the Morris club.

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Written Guarantee On All Labor

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475
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