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BINKIEWICZ RAPS 3 DBLS, 5 RBI; RIDGE SCORES TWO

Raiders Grind Millburn, 10-0,
In Group 3, Section 2 Baseball

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior righthander Jordan Bayroff
showed poise on the mound, got out-
standing effort from his defense and
received runs in two big clumps to earn
the second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team a
10-0, five-inning victory over seventh-
seeded visiting Millburn in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 quarterfinals.

The 24-5 Raiders had a hit parade
with four runs in the bottom of the
first, erupted for four runs in the third
and sealed the deal with two runs in
the fifth. The middle three Raiders
combined for eight of the team’s 10
hits, including three doubles, five RBI,
a run scored and three stolen bases
from no. 6 hitter Gary Binkiewicz.
Joe D’Annunzio drilled three hits,
including a stand-up double and three
stolen bases. Mike Ridge went 2-for-
3, with an RBI and scored a run. Mike
Lauricella and Lou Mazzella each
clubbed an RBI single.

The aggressive Raiders finished with
a perfect 8-for-8 stolen base record.
Bayroff, who increased his record to
8-1, recorded four strikeouts, while
yielding just two hits in his 59-pitch
four-inning performance. Binkiewicz
relieved and struck out two in the fifth.
Millburn senior righthander Peter Han
(3-3) took the loss. Lex Blum doubled
in the third inning, and Chris Benedict
singled in the fourth.

“Just a great group of guys! This
may be the best base-running team
we’ve ever had. Everyone hits the
ball one through nine, and pitching;
Jordan pitches great all season, Gary
is Gary and I think the combo be-
tween the two of them, we have a shot
to do something here,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock.

The Raiders jumped to a 4-0 lead in
the first. Leadoff hitter Ricky Shevlin
worked a walk, Marcus Rivera
reached first on a wild pitch and

swiped second, and Ridge lined an
infield RBI single. Rivera  slid home
safely on a wild throw. D’Annunzio’s
speed produced a single. Binkiewicz
stepped to the plate and rifled a two-
one pitch over the right fielder’s head.

The Raiders put the Millers’ nose
to the grind with four more runs in the
third. Ridge whacked a long single
and swiped second. D’Annunzio beat
the infielder’s throw to first and
rumbled to second. Binkiewicz
slashed a two-run double off the
centerfield fence, swiped third and
scored on a passed ball. Mazzella
walked, moved to second and scored
on Lauricella’s single.

The final salvos came in the fifth.
D’Annunzio hammered a standup
double, Binkiewicz strolled to the
plate and bashed a sizzling double
and Mazzella smoked an RBI single.

“The kid hung a curve in the last at
bat that I was able to drive. I had a few
numbers that I had a chance to beat out.
My legs feel good, I got some wheels;
we had a bunch of stolen bases through-
out the whole team,” said D’Annunzio.

“We were able to mix our pitches
well, able to get ahead early and that
really did the job,” Bayroff said. “I
pitched with the lead, and that’s the
thing coach really stresses on. We
like to throw strikes and not walk
batters, let them put it in play and rely
on the fielders that we have behind
us, and that’s what we did. Gary came
in and nailed the door shut, and we
came out with the win.”

Binkiewicz relieved in the fifth
and put the Miller order to sleep with
two K’s.

“On the mound, my stuff is not
exactly where it used to be last year,
but today I was loose and really felt
good up there,” said Binkiewicz. “I
have been struggling the last few
games at the plate, so basically I
simplified everything, cleared my
head and I just swung. Just played the
game and had fun.”
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RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

This impeccably maintained, quaint Colonial in the charming Wychwood section boasts a newer EIK with 
granite counters and separate dining area, adjacent Family Room with vaulted ceiling, Formal Dining and 
Living Room w/fireplace, hardwood floors, central air, 2 car attached garage and a deck overlooking serene 
setting of the professionally landscaped, private rear yard.                                            Offered for $699,000

527 WYCHWOOD ROAD, WESTFIELD

408 BIRCH PLACE, WESTFIELD
This impeccably maintained, quaint four bedroom Colonial on a quiet street near town, schools and train 
boasts a newer Kitchen with adjacent addition with vaulted ceiling, Formal Dining and Living Room with 
fireplace, den, hardwood floors, freshly painted interior, new windows and more!  
                                                                                                                          Offered for $559,000

Charming Colonial situated on a quiet street just blocks to town, train and schools.  This fantastic opportunity 
boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen, formal entrance Foyer, Dining and Living Room with fireplace and built-
ins, hardwood floors and patio overlooking private, fenced rear yard.                            
                  Offered for $499,000

552 PIERSON STREET, WESTFIELD

1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD
Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built expanded Ranch home spares no attention to 
detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres.  Redefining park-like property, 
this fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield 
and top rated schools.  Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship and an environment perfectly suited to the 
discriminating buyer, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.            Offered for  $999,000

107 GLENSIDE AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS
Extensively renovated 4BR COL nestled in the Watchung Reservation boasts serene views!  New Mouser 
Eat-in Kitchen with wet bar, first floor laundry room, Master Bedroom with new beau bath with steam, 
Family Room w/fireplace, grand size LR & DR, deck, new landscape, new baths, new windows & more! 
                Offered for $799,000 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

     Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

   908-233-6417, Direct  
     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2009

Beautifully situated in Westfield’s picturesque Gardens area, this classic Center Hall Colo-
nial sparkles with traditional moldings, hardwood floors, French doors, two staircases, nu-
merous windows and a vintage laundry chute. The front-to-back foyer opens the sumptuous 
living room with fireplace and spacious formal dining room. Abundant sunshine warms the 
office/den while the sunny family room flows to the kitchen. The updated kitchen has 
stainless steel appliances, abundant cabinetry and a breakfast area with French doors to  
the patio. The master bedroom with updated bath, three more bedrooms, and another up-
dated bath welcomes all. The 3rd floor has two more bedrooms and another bath & a half. 
A lovely property and an unsurpassed location enhance the allure of this rare treasure. 
Presented for $1,490,000.   
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Softball Tigers Nip
Raider Girls, 8-7

The Linden High School softball
team nipped Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
8-7, in Linden on May 21. Kelly
Lapham and Cassie Zito each had a
pair of RBI for the Raiders. Alexis
Frees had three hits, two runs scored
and two RBI for the Tigers.

Metzger Memorial
Alumni Soccer Game:

The First Annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Lady Raider Alumni soc-
cer game will be held on Saturday,
June 12, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. on
the football field. The game will
feature the current varsity team
against SPF alumni.

Admission is $2 for kids (12-and-
under will be admitted for free).
Food and Beverages will be sold.
Donations are welcome, and all pro-
ceeds go the Courtney E. Metzger
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

The scholarship was established
in 2000 and first presented in 2001
to honor the memory of this viva-
cious and caring young woman, who
was a member of the SPFHS Class
of 1998, and, at the time of her death
in a traffic accident, in her junior
year at Northeastern University. The
$2,500 award is to be given to a
graduating female student from
SPFHS, who has participated in
soccer during high school.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO SECOND BASE…Raider leadoff hitter Ricky Shevlin slides safely into second base in the
sectional game against the Millburn Millers. The Raiders won, 10-0.

Cranford Beat the Raiders,
6-5, in the semifinal round
on May 25. – See story by

David B. Corbin next week.


