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Blue Devils Score 3 in 12th;
Sting Hillsborough Nine, 7-6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Real McCoys Have
Quite a Family Tree

Steve and Tom McCoy were out-
standing athletes at WHS (and later the
University of Wisconsin) in the 1960s.
Steve won eight letters in soccer, swim-
ming and tennis. He was a two-time
county and state champion diver, and
also twice won YMCA National titles.
Tom was strictly a swimmer, winning
two state titles in the 200-individual
medley. They were both multiple-time
All-America selections.

Nobody was aware of it at the time,
but if they’d known about the McCoy’s
“family tree,” all that success wouldn’t
have come as any great surprise. Their
father Bob is a national champion and
record-breaking quarter-miler at WHS,
graduating in 1937. Their mom is the
former Lois Welch, Bob’s high school
sweetheart and, upon closer research,
quite an athlete herself. (And let’s not
forget their uncle Ken Welch, ’50, a
champion diver at WHS and Yale.)

There were no “official” girls sports
at WHS in the 1930s (or ’40s or ’50s or
’60s, for that matter), but if there had
been, Lois Welch would’ve been in-
volved. She did play “intramural” soc-
cer, field hockey, basketball and tennis
for all three years under Gertrude Swift
– in addition to being involved in the
Mask and Mime club, the Glee Club,
the Girls Athletic Council, the Red
Cross Council and the Athletic Asso-
ciation Council. Oh, she was also part
of the 10-member (five boys, five girls)
cheer squad.

“I went out for every sport that our
athletic director, ‘Swifty’ was in charge
of,” she said.

Lois won a gold bracelet for achiev-
ing the most points in athletics, but it
was stolen at a Youth Hostel, when she
bicycled around Europe with a chaper-
oned group of boys and girls during
the summers of 1936 and ’37. They
attended the Berlin Olympics, where
she saw Adolf Hitler and the great
American runner Jesse Owens.

“When Hitler appeared in his bal-
cony box,” she said, “everyone shouted,
‘Heil Hitler’ and we whispered ‘Hell
Hitler.’ Fortunately, nobody heard us.”

She married Bob McCoy in 1942
and the rest is history. McCoy passed
away in 1978 and Lois later married
the late Herb Wight, the father of
standout WHS wrestlers Doug (’61)
and Dave (’67).

Now 90 and still living in town, Lois
has a stash of memories. Younger son
Tom became a world-renowned yo-
yo-er (yo-yo-ist?); when the 1966-67
WHS swim teams were inducted into
the WHS Athletic Hall of Fame, he
gave a legendary performance at the
Jolly Trolley, which he repeated in
March for his mom’s 90th birthday.
And older son Steve has given her two
grandsons, Mike and Dan, who were
also quite athletic, in a ’90s and ’00s
kind of way.

Mike – the father of Lois’ great-
grand-daughter – was a California-
bred surfer boy. He surfed the coast of
Indonesia three times, as well as Jef-

frey Bay in South Africa. Dan was a
champion snow-boarder, winning the
USA age group championship as a 19-
year-old. He and his wife enjoy moun-
tain climbing in the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, and once climbed Mount
Kilimanjaro in South Africa.

Even at 90, Lois Welch McCoy Wight
appears to still be fulfilling the 1937
Weather Vane’s words next to her se-
nior picture: “If it’s sports, cheering,
dances or work, ‘Loie’ is right there
with that whole-hearted pep which
makes her popular with boys and girls.”

THIS AND THAT
Baseball: After Saturday’s nail-bit-

ing 7-6, 12-inning win over
Hillsborough, it was on to Bridgewater
on Tuesday for the sectional semifi-
nals. If WHS beat Bridgewater, it would
face the Edison-Woodbridge winner
tomorrow at home for the North 2
Group 4 title.

Hats off to Aiden Scanlon, who
pitched the first 10 innings against the
Raiders. The last WHS pitcher to pitch
that many innings is believed to be
Rich Anderson, who went all 12 in a 1-
0 win over Cranford and Harry
Linderoth to close the 1970 season.
And let’s not forget Greg Chlan’s epic
12-inning effort to beat Union 2-1 in
the 1965 Greater Newark Tournament
semifinals, allowing 12 hits, walking
seven and striking out 13. Or Smitty
Lanning’s 10-inning, 21-strikeout UCT
win over Rahway in 1960.

Tennis: A 4-1 win over Ridge pro-
pelled the Devils into Tuesday’s sec-
tional title match against a Hillsborough
team that was Somerset County co-
champions with former No. 1-ranked
Montgomery.

Track: Jon Henry had a huge week-
end as WHS finished a close second to
Franklin in North 2 Group 4 boys.
Henry was second in the 400, won the
800 and anchored the winning mile
relay.

OLDIES BUT GOODIES
Former WHS boys swim coach Chris

McGiffin won the 1,650-yard freestyle
in the 40-44 age group (as a 44-year-
old) at last week’s U.S. Masters Swim-
ming Short Course Nationals in At-
lanta.

McGiffin coached WHS to a 76-9
record in five years (1989-93), includ-
ing the team that ended Metuchen St.
Joseph’s 12-year state title streak in
1992. He was clocked in 18:40.74. He
was also 35th in the 100 fly (1:00.99).

Also competing: former WHS swim-
mer Glenn Gruber (’67) in the 60-64 50
(fourth, 24.47), 100 (second, 54.03)
and 200 (fourth, 2:02.22) free; and
Scotch Plains residents Chris (25-29)
and Eric (20-24) Swenson in the breast-
strokes. Chris was eighth in the 50
(27.23), eighth in the 100 (59.68) and
third in the 200 (2:09.59); Eric was
third in the 50 (26.43) and second in the
100 (58.19).

COLLEGE UPDATE
Senior catcher Mike Murray (WHS,

’06) hit .345 with six home runs and a

team-high 58 RBI for Wake Forest,
which finished 16-37. Murray started
52 of the 54 games he played, and had
14 doubles among his 69 hits. He hit
.299 (198 for 662) with 35 doubles and
20 dingers in his career.

The Plymouth State University base-
ball team didn’t have a great season
(10-29), but sophomore first baseman
Mike Cappiello (WHS, ’08) had an
awesome spring. “Cappy” hit a team-
best .389 (42 for 108) and led the Pan-
thers in doubles (13), home runs (four),
RBI (30), walks (28), slugging per-
centage (.620) and on-base percentage
(.525). He was second in runs (24) and
hits. Cappiello, who hit .357 and .356
in his two years as a starter for WHS,
will be playing summer ball in Con-
cord, N.H.

BIRTHDAY BOY
Eric Burdon recently turned 69.

Never heard of him? If you’re not a
Boomer, you’re not alone. And that’s a
shame. He ranks high among my favor-
ite British Invasion artists, along with
the Moody Blues, Brian Jones, Beatles,
Van Morrison, Kinks, Donovan, Dusty
Springfield, the Hollies, Searchers,
Troggs and Zombies.

With his bluesy band the Animals,
and later with the funk group War,
Burdon gave his spin on songs like:
House of the Rising Son, Don’t Let Me
Be Misunderstood, We Gotta Get Outta
This Place, See See Rider, Don’t Bring
Me Down, Monterey, San Franciscan
Nights, Bring It On Home to Me and
Spill the Wine, along with two tremen-
dous anti-war classics – Sky Pilot and
When I Was Young. Check him out on
youtube.

DID YOU KNOW?
It’s been over 43 years since the boys

tennis team’s last tie. It came in the
second match of the 1967 season, a 2-
2 draw with then-archrival Pingry
(when it was located in Hillside). The
only other tennis ties in school history
came in 1926 (3-3 vs. Blair Academy),
1930 (2-2, Columbia) and 1946 (2-2,
Highland Park).

The ’67 match came down to second
doubles, where WHS’s Bob Skelly and
Bruce Simone split the first two sets 6-
1 and 8-10 before the match was called
off due to darkness with the third set
tied at 6. WHS wins came at second
singles (captain Jack Henricksen) and
first doubles (Dave Berg and Tom
Catalon), while John Stephens and Dave
Twitchell lost their matches at No. 1
and 3, respectively.

IS IT JUST ME …
 … or does anybody else wish they

had never thought Ted Nugent and the
Charlie Daniels Band were cool?

IN PASSING
Former Phillies pitcher Robin Rob-

erts passed away recently. In the early
’50s he pitched a 17-inning complete
game, facing 70-plus batters and throw-
ing over 300 pitches. That would be
almost four starts – and a trip to the
disabled list – for today’s baby-armed
major league pitchers. During the 1952-

53 seasons, he threw – look the other
way if you believe in pitch counts or
multiple relief pitchers – 28 consecu-
tive complete games. And when the
Phillies won the National League in
1950, Roberts started, and finished,
three games in the last five days, in-
cluding a 10-inning title clincher.

We were also saddened to see the
parents of some former WHS athletes
of the ’60s pass away. Doug Eakeley,
captain of the ’64 swim team, and his
sister Linda (’65), married to the late
Bob Duncan Jr., lost their dad, Scott, a
World War II naval officer. And Lois
Rider, mother of Doug (’67),
basketballer Bruce (’69) and baseballer
Ken (’71), also passed away.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub at

Westfield Subs (263 South Avenue East)
is Brett Johnson. The senior center
fielder had three hits out of the No. 9
hole, including the two-run single that
ended a 7-6 victory over Hillsborough
in the North 2 Group 4 quarterfinals on
Saturday.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil of the Week
Brett Johnson

Baseball“They single-handedly almost won
the game on pickoffs. The pitcher
was almost balking, such a good
move. It was an amazing pickoff
move,” Johnson said.

The Blue Devils knotted the score,
4-4, in the fifth. Kevin Clancy (2-for-
4) and Johnson (3-for-5) each singled,
and Tim Younger laid down a bunt
single to load the bases. Max Fusaro
drew an RBI walk. Murray grounded
to short, but the shortstop threw wide
of second, allowing Johnson and
Younger to score.

From the fourth inning until the
10th, Scanlon, who totaled 111
pitches, retired 21 of the next 23
batters he faced, allowing no hits and
no runs, while hitting a batter and
walking one. Anderson relieved in
the 11th and finished the game.

“My arm the first couple of innings
was killing me. Then it started feeling
fine. I settled down. I was throwing
strikes. I was working my curveball
to keep them off-balance,” Scanlon
said. “I was leaving my fastball up a
little bit. He [Murray] came out to the
mound a couple of times to cool me
down. AJ knew what calls to call.”

“He is as tough as nails, tight end,
middle linebacker. He’s got that men-
tality. From the fourth inning on, he
used all his intelligence to move the
ball in and out in the strike zone,”
coach Brewster said of Scanlon.

In the top of the 12th, Raider Pat
Roberts sagged a little looper over
short. Leftfielder Clancy attempted a
sliding catch, but the ball popped out
of his glove. Peck punched an RBI
single to center and advanced to sec-
ond on a throwing error. He moved to
third on a bunt and scored on Chris
Reilly’s suicide squeeze.

Anderson hammered his solo blast
over the right field fence. Mike
Buontempo (2-for-5) singled, Greg
Fortino walked and Clancy bunted
safely to load the bases. Johnson
stepped forward and laced his two-
run single to right-centerfield, which
scored Buontempo and Fortino.

“The home run enabled us to play
for a run. If we get a guy on, we can

bunt him across, and our bunting has
been phenomenal. Brett has come
through for us a number of times, and
it doesn’t get any better than that
one,” coach Brewster said.

“Two runs score. A suicide squeeze!
I was demoralized, but we came back.
When I saw Clancy on a perfect bunt,
I said there was no way I’m not win-
ning this game for us,” Johnson said.
“Love it! Great win!”
Hillsborough 111 100 000 002 6
Westfield 000 130 000 003 7

SEMPER FI…David Finn, Jr. com-
pleted the Marine Corps Marathon in
Washington, D.C. on October 25, 2009
with a finish time of 4:22:56. A sopho-
more at The College of the Holy Cross,
David and his NROTC unit raised
$16,000 in support of the Injured Ma-
rines Semper Fi Fund. David is a son of
Mary Beth and David Finn, Sr. of
Westfield and a 2008 graduate of St.
Peter’s Prep.

Sitting atop a sprawling property, this renovated Westfield 
home is enlivened by hardwood floors, sun-catching win-
dows & a delightful flow. The foyer opens to the cordial 
living room. The formal dining room, well-equipped eat-in 
kitchen & spacious family room craft an inviting venue. 
There is a master bedroom suite, three more bedrooms & 
another full bath on the 2nd floor. A tranquil location, 
close to Lenape Park & trail add to the allure of this su-
perb home. Presented for $699,999.  

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
 908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2009

This vintage Westfield Colonial enchants with hardwood 
floor, chestnut trim, & beamed ceilings. The fire lit living 
room harmonizes with the formal dining room. Relax in 
the sunny family room or the updated kitchen with break-
fast area & French doors to the enclosed porch. There is a 
master bedroom with sitting room, three more bedrooms 
& an updated full bath. A 1st floor laundry area & powder 
room, deep backyard, & a convenient location compose an 
idyllic place to call home. Presented for $659,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West 
 908-233-0065 

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com/WestfieldWest
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 908-233-6639

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st,
and the home seller will provide a credit back at close of 3%

of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and
seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that participation will not adversely affect
their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sell-
ers may elect to extend the Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

CRANFORD $445,000
Charming home, recently renovated in 2007 and move in
ready!  Bright, open floor plan, 3 BRs, 2BA w/ CAir, Mstr
Suite w/dressing rm & spa-like soaking tub.
MLS: 2774192 908-233-0065

NEW PRICE. Spacious 3 BR/2BA move-in cond. Many
updates, LR w/fireplace, refin hardwood flrs, Din. Rm w/
corner cabs.  Close to schools, train, park.
MLS: 2765168 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $585,000
NEW PRICE. Spacious 4 BR, 3.1 BA custom home w/
open floor plan, office, 1st flr FR w/fplc, gourmet kitchen,
parklike yd.Close to train, schools.
MLS: 2762907 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $579,900
Fully updated and Adorable Colonial, 3 bdrm, 2.5 baths,
updtd EIK w/granite & SS applncs, new windows, roof,
furnace/AC, new finished rec. rm.  Great location.
MLS: 2774230 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $354,900
3 BR country ranch incls sunny LR,  hdwd flrs thruout, Eat In
country kit , full bsmt  just waiting to be finished. Convenient
loc. Close to town, schools & NYC transportation.
MLS: 2763541 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $1,490,000
NEW PRICE. Beautiful Center Hall Colonial, 6 BRS, 3.2
BA, LR w/fplc, FDR, Family Room opens to updated EIK, 1st

floor den/office, 1st floor spacious MBR w/updated bath, CA.
MLS: 2761063 908-233-0065

FANWOOD $515,000

WESTFIELD $875,000
Charming Cape/Col, 5 BR, 4 BA, LR w/wdbrng fplc, Fam
Rm, Din Rm, entrance foyer, walk-in closet, CA.  DIRS:
Clark St to Effingham Pl.
MLS: 2774671 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 5/30 1-4PM 100 Effingham Place

WF’s Trimble Competes
In National Rowing

GENEVA, NY – Hobart College
junior oarsman Jack Trimble of
Westfield represented the Statesmen
on the 2010 Eastern College Athletic
Conference (ECAC) National Invita-
tional Rowing Championships All-
Conference Team. He sat six seat in
the varsity eight at the champion-
ships on Lake Quinsigamond in
Worcester, Mass. on May 9.

Trimble and his teammates quali-
fied for the grand final with a second-
place effort in the morning heats. In
the grand final, the Statesmen im-
proved their 2,000-meter time by
nearly 7.5 seconds and finished fifth.

Jack Trimble

Bridgewater-Raritan  Beat
the Blue Devils, 12-3, in the

North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 semifinal round

on May 25 in Bridgewater.
See complete story by

Fred Lecomte next week.


