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*Limited time offer, expires 6/30/10, equipment must be installed by 7/15/10. Visit petro.com or call your local representative for complete terms and conditions. Subject to credit
approval by GE Money. **Local and state credits of up to $150 are also available and must also meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot
be combined with other offers. Subject to change without notice. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2010 Petro. P_10209

when you buy any qualified AC system from Petro.*
GET A REBATE UP TO $1,000

SAVE
UPTO
$2,650
HURRY! It’s your last year to get up to $1,500 federal tax 
savings and 2010 local and state tax rebates up to $150!**
Plus $0 down and affordable monthly payments.*

Already have A/C? 
Contact us for your pre-season tune-up!

Call today!
866.539.5295
petro.com

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION • 24/7 CUSTOMER SERVICE • SERVICE PLANS

*

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com

PREPARING FOR THE PRIMARY...William Sanders, president of the
Mountainside Republican Club and Union County cooridinator for the campaign
of Republican Congressional  candidate David Larsen, held a meet and greet
gathering for Mr. Larsen, who is running against Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
and two other candidates in the upcoming June 8 Primary Election.

SP to Enhance Sound System
For Holiday Ceremonies

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Following
complaints aired last week about the
sound system at the annual Memo-
rial Day ceremonies, the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
will pay for a “professional sound
system” during next Monday’s pro-
gram, according to David Biagini,
whose FirsTEAManagement firm
manages the commercial district for
the SPMC.

He told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
at SPMC’s May 19 board meeting, it
was agreed to spend $975 to rent an
eight-speaker system that will be set
up in the vicinity of the gazebo at the
corner of Park Avenue and Front Street,
where the Memorial Day speeches
and presentations take place. At last
week’s township council meeting,
several residents complained that it
has been difficult to hear those who
are speaking during the ceremonies
unless one is standing directly in front
of the gazebo.

“We thought it was a good invest-
ment” to “temporarily resolve the
problem,” Mr. Biagini said. He said
SPMC would be permitted to display
a banner noting that it is sponsoring
the sound system.

In other business, the SPMC board
agreed to move forward with a maga-
zine to be distributed this summer to

all households; it will contain a direc-
tory of all the businesses within the
SPMC’s purview, estimated by Mr.
Biagini to be between 375 and 400.

SPMC also plans to resume its show
on Scotch Plains Television in Sep-
tember, and will also produce a 30-
second commercial touting the busi-
ness district and promoting any up-
coming event or activity.

Now that the township council last
week gave its unanimous approval to
the SPMC’s $67,280 budget for 2010,
Mr. Biagini hopes to move ahead with
addressing possible alterations to the
2008 ordinance that created the special
improvement district. He said the SPMC
board wants to meet with the council,
Township Manager Chris Marion and
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer to
review the ordinance and see where
changes may be necessary.

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR
ON THE ENTIRE LINE.

FACTORY AUTHORIZED PR ICE REDUCTION

Save 35% - 50%
Plus an additional 10%
on every Shifman style in closeout covers only.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase 

the world’s finest mattress! Unparalleled comfort and quality 

have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 

1893. Shifman ultra-premium sets are entirely handmade 

in the USA featuring natural cotton upholstery, a unique 

hand-tufting technique, and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping.

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT •
NATURAL MATERIALS •

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY •

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 - 7623 
Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

10

DAYS

ONLY!

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149 $134
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249 $224

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $239 $215
FULL EA.PC. 600 $329 $296
QUEEN SET 1300 $699 $629
KING SET 2080 $1149$1034

JADE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 600 $329 $296
FULL EA.PC. 760 $419 $377
QUEEN SET 1670 $899 $809
KING SET 2590 $1399$1259

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 810 $449 $404
FULL EA.PC. 980 $539 $485
QUEEN SET 2170 $1199$1079
KING SET 3200 $1799$1619

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Christie Explains 2.5 Percent
Cap and His Reform Agenda
TRENTON — Governor Chris

Christie recently kicked off an ongo-
ing conversation with New Jersey
families on his reform agenda for
real, lasting property tax relief. Last
week, the Governor outlined a 33-bill
reform package addressing New
Jersey’s property tax crisis and con-
trol spending at every level of gov-
ernment. The centerpiece of the plan
is Cap 2.5, a constitutional amend-
ment creating a 2.5-percent cap on
property tax increases.

The Governor said property taxes
have grown 70 percent over the last
10 years, resulting in an average an-
nual property tax bill of $7,281 on
New Jersey families – the highest rate
in the nation. He said Cap 2.5 would
halt the growth in property taxes,
while his reform agenda would give
towns and school boards the tools
needed to control spending to make
Cap 2.5 both realistic and achievable.

“It’s time that we finally put the
power to control property taxes in the
hands of those who are paying the
bills – New Jersey’s overburdened
taxpayers. Cap 2.5 and the accompa-
nying tool kit reforms will bring the
relief our families desperately need
and achieve the overdue reform nec-
essary to empower taxpayers in the
Garden State,” Governor Christie said.
“The stakes couldn’t be higher for

our families and future generations of
New Jerseyans. By acting swiftly to
adopt this needed reform, we will take
an enormous and critical step towards
making New Jersey more affordable
again.”

Under Governor Christie’s pro-
posal, the property tax levy cap al-
lows for adjustments in the event a
municipality adds new ratables and
provides a single exclusion from the
cap in the form of debt service pay-
ments. Current law provides for a 4-
percent cap with at least 13 broad
exclusions that render the cap virtu-
ally meaningless, he said. He said the
new cap would force local govern-
ments to eliminate waste and ineffi-
ciencies in their own operations and
enable school districts to better man-
age their budgets.

According to the Christie Adminis-
tration, in 1982, Massachusetts voters
approved and implemented a similar
cap 2.5 amendment. The Massachu-
setts model encouraged municipali-
ties, school districts and counties to
reduce annual tax increases below the
2.5 percent by allowing them to “bank”
the unused amount for future use. To
exceed the levy cap, municipalities
must have voter approval. More than
25 years later, Massachusetts went
from having the third highest local tax
burden to 33rd highest.

The governor’s plan also calls for
collective bargaining reforms that
would prohibit any arbitration award
from exceeding the 2.5 percent cap
and would require arbitrators to con-
sider the impact on property taxes
when making their decisions. Pro-
posed changes to the civil service
system are also included and aimed at
providing greater flexibility for mu-
nicipal and local governments to con-
duct furloughs, and create options for
local governments to opt out of civil
service.

Governor Christie’s reform pack-
age proposes modifications in a num-
ber of other areas, including employee
pensions and benefits, red tape and
unfunded mandates, election reform
and shared services. He has also rec-
ommended a number of measures to
assist higher education institutions in
New Jersey lower costs, economize
and manage their budgets more effec-
tively.

DWC Discusses Summer
Promotions, Retail Changes

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Board
of Directors spent Monday evening’s
meeting discussing preparations for
this summer’s Westfield in Bloom
judging and recommendations from
the DWC’s design committee. Dis-
cussion of proposals for Westfield’s
“Shop Locally” campaign also took
place.

One recent upgrade to the down-
town landscape was the planting of
50 “Double Knockout” rose bushes
behind the knee wall at the North
Avenue train station horseshoe. This
planting was made by Keller Will-
iams Realty as part of their RED Day
activities.

Board member Lee Hale asked,
“Are we doing enough?” The response
was mixed, with DWC Executive
Director Sherry Cronin stating that
the focus of the efforts should be put
on the train station and its proximity
and on grass and ground cover. Dis-
cussion also touched on the South
Avenue circle, with the issue of trucks
pulling bricks from the interior being
again pointed out. Frank Arena, the
council’s representative on the board,
said there was no money available in
the town’s budget to reconstruct the
circle.

The design portion of the meeting
heard extensive discussion of the pro-
posed upgrade to the appearance of
the building housing Clyne &
Murphy. Among the things Mrs.
Cronin said about the proposed de-
sign was that it was an attempt to
increase the building’s presence. The
building, which houses several other
businesses besides Clyne & Murphy,
will, if it is upgraded, likely be a
cooperative effort by resident busi-
nesses and the property owner, offi-
cials said.

A vigorous debate about the pro-
priety of a grant to Ortho-Care at 10
Prospect Street took place. Board
member Dominick Verdic argued that
the work on the historic transom glass
amounted to repair and maintenance.
Mrs. Cronin and others claimed the
work was reconstruction. The tran-
som glass, which, historically, was a
hallmark of many of Westfield’s stores
is one of only four locations where it
is believed to remain. The board voted
to approve the grant.

The “Shop Locally” program has a

committee headed by local developer
James Ward. Among ideas talked
about was a “nurture your commu-
nity, shop locally” concept, which
had come from Anne Laird at the
Town Book Store. The idea of using
“Westfield Pride” was proposed, but
was rejected because Mr. Verdic said
Scotch Plains uses “Scotch Plains
Pride” as its tag line. Another re-
jected idea was “Shop Westfield for
Your Own Good,” Mrs. Cronin laugh-
ingly described the slogan as sound-
ing like a mother telling a child “eat
your peas.”

Scott Hanna, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s representative to the
board, suggested the DWC call on
marketing experts in town to volun-
teer ideas for the campaign. Mr. Ward
had suggested at a committee meet-
ing targeting the campaign to
Westfielders, but Mr. Verdic said
merchants also need the business of
surrounding towns to succeed.

The battle to maintain high retail
occupancy rates lost a battle with
word that Douglas Cosmetics was
going to be closing its Central Av-
enue location after a decade there.
The closing is expected by the end of
June. This is part of an effort by the
chain to consolidate stores. The board
noted that four grand openings were
celebrated this past Saturday.

Mrs. Cronin said she thinks the
retail space market is picking up.
Other discussion centered on the
Wachovia Bank building, which was
recently turned over to a retail space
specialist.

www.goleader.com

Lance Criticizes
Security-Aid Cuts

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has criticized
an announcement by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security late
Wednesday that it is moving to make up
to $53 million in cuts to anti-terror
funding to New York City, fewer than
two weeks after cops helped thwart and
attempted car bombing in Times Square.

The Seventh District lawmaker
called on President Barack Obama to
immediately reconsider the decision.

“In my opinion, it is unconscio-
nable that the Department of Home-
land Security would announce these
crippling cuts to the city’s terror-fight-
ing budget just 11 days after the at-
tempted Times Square bombing,” Mr.
Lance said.

On May 1, the New York City Po-
lice – responding to a street vendor’s
observation that an abandoned SUV
in Times Square was smoking – inter-
vened in the attempted bombing,
which Attorney General Eric Holder
said was aided by Pakistani Taliban.
Mr. Lance said the  cuts amount to
about a 25-percent reduction for port
security and another 27-percent re-
duction for transit security.

“I am particularly concerned that
the next terrorist attack against New
York City will be launched from the
suburbs as happened in London and
Madrid. That’s why I will continue
my efforts to ensure that our region
receives the Homeland Security fund-
ing necessary to provide our first re-
sponders with the tools they need to
protect our communities from ter-
ror,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Penk Receives Degree
From Champlain

MOUNTAINSIDE – Ryan Penk, a
resident of Mountainside, was among
nearly 500 students from Champlain
College who received undergraduate
and graduate degrees from Champlain
College President David Finney dur-
ing the college’s 132nd commence-
ment, held May 8 in Burlington, Vt.

Ryan received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Electronic Game &
Interactive Development

           

  

  

  

 

  

            
         

         

 
     


