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Courtesy of the LaVelle Family of Westfield
PRIDE OF THE YANKEES...A limousine picks up Westfield’s Connor LaVelle, a third grader at Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield, last Thursday to escort
him to Yankee Stadium. Connor, 9, who has Neurofibromatosis (NF1), an incurable disease, had always wanted to visit Yankee Stadium and meet the players. Make-
A-Wish Foundation, a charity that aims to grant wishes for children with life-threatening medical conditions, helped make that a reality. Above, as Connor sits in the
limo with his brothers Jack, center, and David, his classmates gather around to see him off before his amazing trip. At right, Connor visits with Yankee third basemen
Alex “A-Rod” Rodriguez. To read more, turn to page 18.
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Union County Budget
that or think that is ethical or moral or
okay to do in your position,” Ms.
Southward said.

Thomas Bistocchi, superintendent
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools, in supporting the bud-
get, said that 19 of the county’s school
districts and 17 of the state’s other
vo-techs spend more money per child
than Union County’s Vo-Tech sys-
tem. The county has appropriated
$4.3 million for Vo-Tech in the 2010
budget.

“You are getting a tremendous bang
for your buck,” Mr. Bistocchi told the
board. He said he planned to seek
approval from the board for a sixth
school, for biotechnology, in the fall.

Union County College Vice-Presi-
dent of Finance Bernard Lenihan said
without the county’s financial sup-
port, UCC’s tuition would have
jumped 68 percent instead of the 5 to
6 percent it actually rose.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
the $5-million state cut would only
amount to 1 percent of the budget.
“You’re raising the budget $30 mil-
lion from last year,” he said.

Elizabeth resident Michael
DeRosa, business manager of Car-
penters Local 155, supported the
board’s efforts “to stimulate the
economy and create jobs in this bud-
get.”

“It’s all about job creation,” Mr.
DeRosa said. “That’s what gets the
economy going.” Ed Zarnock of
Roselle, president of the Union
County AFL-CIO, added, “We have
to keep the economic creativity go-
ing.”

John Marquardt of Fanwood said
governments, including the county,
“are all suffering with too much
spending and a revenue imbalance.”
He said the county must “tighten its
belts.”

“Spending $2 million on a Music
Fest doesn’t qualify, in my view, as a
priority spend,” Mr. Marquardt said.

Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion President Tina Renna questioned

the county’s continued use of
Westfield-based Suplee, Clooney &
Company as its auditing firm. She
cited a report by State Comptroller
Matthew Boxer that found that when
continually reappointed, auditing
firms “become complacent when they
realize that nobody other than them-
selves are going to review their work”
and that asking too many questions
might cost them the governing body’s
contract in the future.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
thanked the county for assuming con-
trol of the borough’s 9-1-1 dispatch
system. She said it will save the bor-
ough $230,000 over three years. “That
is real money. That is real savings in
our budget, and it is shrinking local
government,” Mayor Mahr said. She
said the deal reduced the average tax
increase per borough homeowner in
Fanwood, on the municipal portion
of property taxes, from $117 to $78.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
thanked the board for its support of a
2,700-square-foot retail facility and
1,500-space parking garage in the
city that will be used by the county,
Union County College’s Elizabeth
campus and the city’s business dis-
trict. He said the project would help
“jumpstart” the mid-town train sta-
tion project.

Joseph Doherty of Elizabeth said
residents “are mad as hell” and will
“buck and kick” like a horse “until
Union County government is restored
to fiscal responsibility by honest,
level-headed officials.” He referred
to the current board as “an onerous,
tax-and-spending political machine.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury,
pointing to some $20 million in capi-
tal projects involving parks, golf
courses and lakes, added, “that’s an
enormous amount of debt.”

“What I see from the budget is just
a lack of advanced planning,” he said.

Also speaking in favor of the bud-
get were the police chiefs of Hillside
and Roselle Park, as well as several
agencies serving county residents.

added, “I think we’ve done a wonder-
ful job for the citizens of Fanwood.”

Council President Russell Huegel
added, “We were very firm in our
approach to what we had to do for the
Borough of Fanwood.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
noted the cost savings made possible
by the change in employee health
benefits and police dispatching were
ey “win-win” situations for the bor-
ough.

Councilman Robert Manduca said
the governing body “exercised its
ability to scrutinize the discretionary
part of the budget…and keep vital,
essential services available.”

Now that the new budget is on the
books, Mayor Mahr said the bor-
ough council will work to resolve
the school board budget issue is re-
solved; then, the governing body
will turn its attention to the final
report from the Shared Services
Study.

That report, which is complete
but has not yet been publicly re-
leased, identifies 11 areas for pos-
sible consolidation of services and
cost savings with other municipali-
ties.

SP Zoning Board To Resume
Cell Tower Hearing June 9

European language in the district. So
far, she said, parents were surveyed
in January about the program and
what languages they would like to
see offered.

“We had an overwhelming re-
sponse,” Mrs. Materna said. “The
results were pouring in.” She said
that she received 1,050 responses
from parents and that, overwhelm-
ingly, they would like to see Manda-
rin or Chinese offered as a language.
Currently, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students are being sur-
veyed and, so far, they also seem to be
in favor of Mandarin.

The next step, Mrs. Materna said,
would be creating a plan to imple-
ment a language. While Mrs. Ma-
terna said that she believes it is ben-
eficial for students to be introduced
to languages early on, she recom-
mends implementing a new language
at the high school level because of the
current economic climate.

Director of Special Services Tom
Beese gave an update on the Special
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SPF BOE Meeting

Cranford Still Working on Budget,
May Create a Sewer Utility

UCC and Astronomers
Come to an Agreement

CRANFORD – At the Joint Meet-
ing of Union County College’s Board
of Trustees and Board of Governors,
held on Tuesday it was announced
that Union County College (UCC)
and Amateur Astronomers Inc. (AAI)
have come to an agreement upon the
usage of the William Sperry Obser-
vatory on the college’s Cranford cam-
pus.

AAI and UCC have entered into a
Permitted Use Agreement in which
AAI will be granted exclusive use of
the observatory during certain peri-
ods to engage in its study of as-
tronomy and related sciences and,
therefore, will resume the responsi-
bility of the care, maintenance and
repair of the telescopes and equip-
ment in the observatory.

This agreement is for two years,
commencing on July 22, 2010 and
ending July 21, 2012.

Representatives from both AAI and
UCC said they were pleased that the
organizations were able to come to
an agreement on the use of the Sperry
Observatory for educational pur-
poses.

Members of AAI and the local com-
munity will continue to attend pro-
grams hosted by AAI in the observa-
tory, and UCC will gain the educa-
tional space needed to accommodate
its demand for additional course of-
ferings. The organizations agree that
it is a “win-win” for both.

Education Corrective Action Plan.
He said the district has met the state’s
targets for integrated classrooms as
well as out-of-district placements.
Last year, 92.8 percent of classified
students were placed in self-contained
classrooms and now it is 46 percent.
The integrated pre-K program helped
to meet this desired rate, Mr. Beese
said. Currently, 8.5 percent of classi-
fied students are placed out-of-dis-
trict, down from 11.1 percent last
year.

Ms. Materna discusses language.

SCOTCH PLAINS - The 20th annual
Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market will open
on Saturday, June 5, in the parking lot
adjacent to the municipal building to of-
fer fresh fruits, vegetables and flowers
that are grown by New Jersey’s local
farmers. Other vendors will include
Scotch Plains’ own Florence Ravioli for
authentic, homemade Italian food, Pickle-
licious for kosher and other old-time New
York-style pickled products, and a
Lithuanian vendor.

In addition, vendors will provide home-
made quiche and hors d’oeuvres, nuts
and dried fruits, and other natural fare.
The market will remain open through the
end of October (possibly into November,
weather permitting) from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

every Saturday.
Upcoming Scotch Plains Business and

Professional Association (SPBPA)
events, in conjunction with The Farmers’
Market, will include an Earth Friendly –
Green Day, a blood drive in honor of
SPBPA co-founder Ray Pardon, and a
Halloween Festival Day.

For more information or to become a
vendor, contact Lisa Mohn of Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop at (908) 322-4999 or by
e-mail at
FarmersMarket@VisitScotchPlains.com.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS...Walgreen’s in Westfield is under repair following an
electrical fire in the ceiling HVAC system last Friday.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee is continuing its work on the 2010
municipal budget, with Mayor Mark
Smith admitting that he feels “like we’re
behind” schedule, but noting that
Cranford is in a similar position as other
towns grappling with strained finances,
state aid cuts and mandated caps on
property tax levies and appropriations.

At the committee’s regular meeting
on Tuesday, two more special budget
meetings were announced. One will be
held tonight, May 27, and the other will
take place on Wednesday, June 2.

The committee was set to introduce
an ordinance creating a separate sewer
utility to bill property owners for their
water usage, but withdrew it from the
agenda for further discussion. Several
residents spoke skeptically about the
proposal, which would impose a flat
$190 fee on all properties and remove
the sewer fee paid to local utilities from
the township budget. It is being consid-
ered as a way for the municipal govern-
ment to keep its property tax levy under
the state-imposed 4 percent cap. Other
towns, most recently Scotch Plains, have
taken a similar route.

“These are difficult times,” Mayor
Smith said on Tuesday, adding that the
committee, in its budget deliberations, is
“looking at all ways to save money.”

Commissioner David Aschenbach said
he opposed the new sewer utility, calling
the proposed flat rate “inequitable.” He
pointed to what he said was the unfair-
ness of a senior citizen living on a fixed
income having to pay $190 versus “the
millionaire” paying the same amount.

In other business, the committee ap-
pears set to approve an ordinance setting
out the early morning times when trash
pickups can begin. Currently, those times
range from 5:30 a.m. in the business
district to 6:30 a.m. for residential neigh-
borhoods, but Mr. David Robinson said
the new time for pickups to get under-

way will be an “across-the-board 7 a.m.”
Formal adoption of the ordinance will

take place on Tuesday, June 15, so that
municipal officials can meet with local
trash haulers and downtown business
leaders to explain the new regulations.

The committee voted 3-1 to approve
the normal payment of bills, but Com-
missioner Aschenbach dissented, ex-
plaining that he was opposed to paying a
bill for Elizabeth McKenzie, who was a
court-appointed court master involved
with litigation involving Cranford’s af-
fordable housing obligations.

Mr. Aschenbach called a report she
had issued “inaccurate” and “not worth
the money spent on it.” In January, he
also had voted against a similar payment
for Ms. McKenzie, at the time calling
her report “horrible” and “inaccurate in
a number of cases.”

Near the end of the 70-minute meeting,
Mayor Smith and Deputy Mayor Martha
Garcia spoke in defense of the program-
ming on TV-35. In recent weeks, there
has been criticism aimed at the television
station by Union County officials who are
upset that meetings of the county free-
holder board and other county-sponsored
programs are not being aired as frequently
as they would like.

Earlier this month, Mr. Aschenbach was
critical of TV-35 for airing a program
produced by a group critical of the county
government without including what he felt
was adequate explanation that the opin-
ions on that program were not representa-
tive of the municipal government. Mrs.
Garcia read a statement detailing the num-
ber of hours of county-sponsored pro-
gramming aired on TV-35 in the past 18
months, while the mayor called the county’s
complaints a distraction from what he felt
was the real issue, the county’s excessive
spending and taxation.

At the start of the meeting, after Cadet
Girl Scout Troop No. 79 led the flag
salute, Mayor Smith read a proclama-
tion congratulating Matthew Frediani
on achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment next month will
resume its consideration of an appli-
cation by T. Mobile and Verizon Wire-
less to install a cellular antenna tower
in Hillside Cemetery.

Several dozen residents from Scotch
Plains and Edison attended the board’s
third hearing on May 12, which in-
cluded testimony about a proposed
eight-foot fence around the tower and a
prefabricated building to house the an-
tennas’ operating components. The
board was also informed that the appli-
cants are awaiting a report from the
state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) on any potential wet-
lands issues at the site. If the DEP
report is unfavorable, the applicants
will be forced to revise their plans.

The proposed 125-foot high mono-
pole would house nine T. Mobile
antennas at the 118-foot level and 12
Verizon antennas 10 feet lower. The
pole will be situated at the end of
Frank Street off Raritan Road, at the

southern end of the 129-acre cem-
etery. Several variances are being re-
quested, including a use variance
since cell towers are prohibited by
local ordinance, a height variance
and a fence height variance.

A balloon test was conducted at the
site on April 24 so that residents could
see how high the proposed tower will
be. A small weather balloon was floated
125 feet in the air for a three-hour
period. Several residents asked for
verification of the balloon’s height
because, they said, strong winds re-
sulted in the balloon being blown
around. The applicants’ professional
planner will be able to provide that
verification when he testifies at the
board’s next hearing on June 9.

Despite the significant presence of
neighborhood residents at the three
hearings so far, there is no indication
that they plan to present a formal case
in opposition to the application. In-
stead, residents have been question-
ing each of the applicants’ experts
after they have completed their for-
mal presentations.


