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Courtesy of the LaVelle Family of Westfield
PRIDE OF THE YANKEES...A limousine picks up Westfield’s Connor LaVelle, a third grader at Redeemer Lutheran School, last Thursday to escort him to Yankee
Stadium. Connor, 9, who has Neurofibromatosis (NF1), an incurable disease involving tumors developing on nerve-cell tissues, had always wanted to visit Yankee
Stadium and meet the players. Make-A-Wish Foundation, a charitable organization that aims to grant wishes for children with life-threatening medical conditions,
helped make that a reality. Above, as Connor sits in the limo with his brothers Jack, center, and David, right, his classmates gather around to see him off before his
amazing trip. At right, Connor visits with Yankee third basemen Alex “A-Rod” Rodriguez. To read more, turn to page 18.
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County’s $472-Million Budget
Union County College Vice-Presi-

dent of Finance Bernard Lenihan said
without the county’s financial support,
UCC’s tuition would have jumped 68
percent instead of the 5 to 6 percent it
actually rose.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
the $5-million state cut would only
amount to 1 percent of the budget.
“You’re raising the budget $30 million
from last year,” he said.

Elizabeth resident Michael DeRosa,
business manager of Carpenters Local
155, supported the board’s efforts “to
stimulate the economy and create jobs
in this budget.”

“It’s all about job creation,” Mr.
DeRosa said. “That’s what gets the
economy going.” Ed Zarnock of
Roselle, president of the Union County
AFL-CIO, added, “We have to keep the
economic creativity going.”

John Marquardt of Fanwood said
governments, including the county, “are
all suffering with too much spending
and a revenue imbalance.” He said the
county must “tighten its belts.”

“Spending $2 million on a Music
Fest doesn’t qualify, in my view, as a
priority spend,” Mr. Marquardt said.

Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion President Tina Renna questioned
the county’s continued use of
Westfield-based Suplee, Clooney &
Company as its auditing firm. She
cited a report by State Comptroller
Matthew Boxer that found that when
continually reappointed, auditing firms
“become complacent when they real-
ize that nobody other than themselves
are going to review their work” and
that asking too many questions might

cost them the governing body’s con-
tract in the future.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
thanked the county for assuming con-
trol of the borough’s 9-1-1 dispatch
system, which, she said, will save the
borough $230,000 over three years.
“That is real money. That is real savings
in our budget, and it is shrinking local
government,” Mayor Mahr said. She
said the deal reduced the average tax
increase per borough homeowner in
Fanwood, on the municipal portion of
property taxes, from $117 to $78.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
thanked the board for its support of a
2,700-square-foot retail facility and
1,500-space parking garage in the city
that will be used by the county, Union
County College’s Elizabeth campus
and the city’s business district. He said
the project would help “jumpstart” the
mid-town train  station project.

Joseph Doherty of Elizabeth said
residents “are mad as hell” and will
“buck and kick” like a horse “until
Union County government is restored
to fiscal responsibility by honest, level-
headed officials.” He referred to the
current board as “an onerous, tax-and-
spending political machine.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury, point-
ing to some $20 million in capital
projects on parks, golf courses and
lakes, added, “that’s an enormous
amount of debt.”

“What I see from the budget is just a
lack of advanced planning,” he said.

Also speaking in favor of the budget
were the police chiefs of Hillside and
Roselle Park, as well as several agen-
cies serving county residents.
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Remembering James Egan

Courtesy of David Rogers
REMEMBERING...James Egan from the 1960 Pingry graduation yearbook.

budget process in that the budget is
handled in committee and not with
the mayor and council as a whole.
Mr. Brennan said “budget meetings
are held behind closed doors, and I
have a problem with that.”

He also criticized the depletion of
the town’s savings in the sale of assets
account. The town is using $1.293 mil-
lion in sale of assets, leaving just  $711
in the account, which can only be re-
generated by the sale of municipal land.
He said the Republican members of the
council should “buck the party” be-
cause Governor Chris Christie’s aid
cuts are “bad for Westfield.”

Several members of the council
took issue with Mr. Brennan’s re-
marks, with Councilwoman and Fi-
nance Committee member JoAnn
Neylan saying, “There is no lack of

transparency.” Councilmen James
Foerst and Frank Arena, who are not
on the finance committee, said that
they received regular updates on the
budget process and met with Mr.
Ciarrocca to offer ideas.

A public hearing on the budget will
be held on Tuesday, June 22, at 8 p.m.
at town hall.

The council also approved the bud-
get for the Special Improvement Dis-
trict, which is raised by a special tax
assessment in the downtown area.
The approved budget is made up of
$229,801 in expenses and $160,772
in salaries and wages.

At the start of the meeting, the mayor
and council appointed Gavin
Handwerker as the town’s new public
defender. Mr. Handwerker will replace
Michael Panagos, who is retiring.

sion. Several residents spoke skepti-
cally about the proposal, which would
impose a flat $190 fee on all proper-
ties and remove the sewer fee paid to
local utilities from the township bud-
get. It is being considered as a way
for the municipal government to keep
its property tax levy under the state-
imposed 4 percent cap. Other towns,
most recently Scotch Plains, have
taken a similar route.

“These are difficult times,” Mayor
Smith said on Tuesday, adding that
the committee, in its budget delibera-
tions, is “looking at all ways to save
money.”

Commissioner David Aschenbach
said he opposed the new sewer util-
ity, calling the proposed flat rate “in-
equitable.” He pointed to what he
said was the unfairness of a senior
citizen living on a fixed income hav-
ing to pay $190 versus “the million-
aire” paying the same amount.

In other business, the committee
appears set to approve an ordinance
setting out the early morning times
when trash pickups can begin. Cur-
rently, those times range from 5:30
a.m. in the business district to 6:30
a.m. for residential neighborhoods,
but Commissioner David Robinson
said the new time for pickups to get
underway will be an “across-the-
board 7 a.m.”

Formal adoption of the ordinance
will take place on Tuesday, June 15,
so that municipal officials can meet
with local trash haulers and down-
town business leaders to explain the
new regulations.

The committee voted 3-1 to ap-
prove the normal payment of bills,
but Commissioner Aschenbach dis-
sented, explaining that he was op-
posed to paying a bill for Elizabeth

McKenzie, who was a court-ap-
pointed court master involved with
litigation involving Cranford’s afford-
able housing obligations.

Mr. Aschenbach called a report she
had issued “inaccurate” and “not
worth the money spent on it.” In Janu-
ary, he also had voted against a simi-
lar payment for Ms. McKenzie, at the
time calling her report “horrible” and
“inaccurate in a number of cases.”

Near the end of the 70-minute
meeting, Mayor Smith and Deputy
Mayor Martha Garcia spoke in de-
fense of the programming on TV-35.
In recent weeks, there has been criti-
cism aimed at the television station
by Union County officials who are
upset that meetings of the county
freeholder board and other county-
sponsored programs are not being
aired as frequently as they would
like.

Earlier this month, Commissioner
Aschenbach was critical of TV-35 for
airing a program produced by a group
critical of the county government
without including what he felt was
adequate explanation that the opin-
ions on that program were not repre-
sentative of the municipal govern-
ment.

Mrs. Garcia read a statement de-
tailing the number of hours of county-
sponsored programming aired on TV-
35 in the past 18 months, while the
mayor called the county’s complaints
a distraction from what he felt was
the real issue of the county’s exces-
sive spending and taxation.

At the start of the meeting, after
Cadet Girl Scout Troop No. 79 led the
flag salute, Mayor Smith read a proc-
lamation congratulating Matthew
Frediani on achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.
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Cranford Council
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Westfield Approves Budget

Although his family lived in
Mountainside by the time he disap-
peared, the Marine also had ties to
Westfield, something another friend
from his youth hopes to have recog-
nized. Last week, Tim Harrington, a
childhood friend, made a presentation
to American Legion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 in Westfield about Major
Egan, explaining how he had spent
most of his life in the community.

In a subsequent interview with The
Westfield Leader, Mr. Harrington fondly
recalled his schoolmate and pal. “He
was a very kind and gentle person; a
very intelligent and decent person,” he
said. Mr. Harrington said he made the
presentation “to confirm [Lt. Egan’s]
relationship to Westfield,” in hopes of
winning him formal recognition as a
missing son of the town.

A fellow Vietnam veteran, Mr.
Harrington said he and Major Egan
attended Holy Trinity Interparochial
School together. After Pingry, Major
Egan graduated in 1964 from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, where he was
president of the Glee Club.

Because he performed well in Ma-
rine Corps Officers Candidate School,

he was given his choice of duty station,
and he picked Hawaii. He and his
fiancée had planned to live there fol-
lowing their wedding.

In his Notre Dame article, Mr.
Clayton recalled his friend’s enthusi-
asm for golf, his sense of humor and,
based on their correspondence while
each was in the service, his ability to
see progress despite the dangerous
environment. “He saw the proverbial
glass half-full, not half-empty,” Mr.
Clayton wrote.

On Memorial Day 2004, the Bor-
ough of Mountainside named a street
located off of New Providence Road
in the borough “Egan Court” in his
honor. Among those in attendance
for the dedication were Major Egan’s
sister, Joanne, and his long-ago
fiancée, as well as friends from high
school, college and the Marines.

Mr. Clayton, reflecting on the event
in his article, felt that the street dedi-
cation represented more than just a
tribute. He wrote, “Jim was eulo-
gized in perhaps the closest thing to a
funeral ceremony he was given since
he disappeared on that patrol in Janu-
ary 1966.”

Both teachers received accolades
from students and parents, thanking
them for their exceptional service.

Mr. Altmann, the Edison School
drama and public speaking teacher,
described his recognition as a hum-
bling experience.

Eighth-grade student Samantha
Gruskin said, “I hope [Mr. Altmann]
continues to spread the magic around
that makes our school such a great
place.”

Mr. Morrow, a Roosevelt School
language arts teacher, said he came to
Westfield to change the world as an
educator.

“Half the battle is getting kids to
understand, ‘Yes you can, and yes we
will,’” Mr. McMorrow said upon re-
ceiving his resolution.

Cheryl O’Brien and Stewart Carey,
principals of Edison School and
Roosevelt School, respectively, ex-
plained the change in the School
Teaming program, expected to take
effect for the 2011-2012 school year.

The School Teaming program
groups teachers and students into
teams so that smaller communities
may exist within the larger commu-
nity. The program, as it exists pres-
ently, allots four teachers minimum
per team, each representing a core
subject, and between 100 and 150
students per team. Teachers and stu-
dents are matched so that students
within the same team are taught un-
der the same teachers, allowing stu-
dents and teachers to interact on a
more personal level within the sub-
community.

Ms. O’Brien reported higher lev-
els of achievement among students,
fewer behavioral problems and less
depression when students work as

teams.
With the growth of the number of

students expected to attend interme-
diate school, especially the sixth
grade, beginning in 2011, the School
Teaming program has been adjusted
with the purpose of maintaining an
average class size of 25 students per
class despite an expected growth of
63 sixth-grade students at Edison
School and 12 sixth-grade students at
Roosevelt School.

The augmented program would
allow a minimum of five teachers per
team, possibly accepting more, and
expanding the core programs so that
a teacher may be on two teams.

“Across the board, we’ll need ad-
ditional staff” to accommodate the
growing number of students, Ms.
O’Brien said.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said the district would have
to find different ways to save or to
make money to pay the salaries of the
expected incoming teachers. She said
with the fiscal uncertainty in Tren-
ton, nobody knows what the financial
situation will be in upcoming years
and that the district will have to face
that obstacle when it arrives.

“Whatever we’re handed,” she said,
“we have to make sure that the stu-
dents at every level get the education
they need.”

Westfield resident Danielle
Brockow presented the board with a
petition to renew the contract of third-
grade Tamaques Elementary School
teacher Matthew Kravetsky. With a
round of applause from about 50 resi-
dents in attendance, 10 more ap-
proached the board, urging them not
only to keep Mr. Kravetsky, but to
grant him tenure.
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WF Board of Education

Union County College, Astronomers
Inc. Come to an Agreement

CRANFORD – At the Joint Meeting of
Union County College’s Board of Trust-
ees and Board of Governors, held on Tues-
day, May 25, it was announced that Union
County College (UCC) and Amateur As-
tronomers Inc. (AAI) have come to an
agreement upon the usage of the William
Sperry Observatory on the college’s
Cranford campus.

AAI and UCC have entered into a Per-
mitted Use Agreement in which AAI will
be granted exclusive use of the observa-
tory during certain periods to engage in its
study of astronomy and related sciences
and, therefore, will resume the responsi-
bility of the care, maintenance, and repair

of the telescopes and equipment in the
observatory. This agreement is for two
years, commencing on July 22, 2010 and
ending July 21, 2012.

Both representatives from AAI and UCC
said they were pleased that the organiza-
tions were able to come to an agreement on
the use of the Sperry Observatory for edu-
cational purposes.

Members of AAI and the local commu-
nity will continue to attend programs hosted
by AAI in the observatory and UCC will
gain the educational space needed to ac-
commodate their demand for additional
course offerings. The organizations agree
that it is a “win-win” for both.


