
PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 15
Editorial ........ 4-5, 15
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 14
Education ...... 16
Sports ............ 9-13

Real Estate .... 9-13
Classifieds .... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Police Blotter...6

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 120th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 21-2010 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, May 27, 2010USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

WELCOME BACK TO WILSON...Westfield Town CouncilwomanVicki
Kimmins, second from right, and her family, all of whom are Wilson Elementary
School graduates, attend the school’s alumni and staff reunion, earlier this month,
honoring Wilson’s 75th birthday. The festivities included a slideshow of more
than 550 class photos, some as early as the 1960s, up to present day. In the back,
from left to right, are (followed by the year graduated from Wilson School) Bill
Taylor (1969), Bob Cook (1969) and  John McDermott (1969). In the front row,
left to right, are: Spencer Kimmins (2001), Katherine Taylor (2000) and Ms.
Kimmins (1970). A DVD of the slideshow can be purchased for $5 by contacting
Jackie Walters at (908) 232-3491 or walters_jackie@yahoo.com.

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
AT THE RACES...Governor Chris Christie attends opening day at Monmouth
Park Racetrack on Saturday. He was accompanied by Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. and Chief of Staff Rich Bagger, both of Westfield.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
AND HERE THEY COME...Mindowaskin Park was quacking Sunday with the annual SMA (Spinal Muscular Atrophy)Duck
Race. The weather was not great for a dunk tank, but several adults and kids were dunked into the cold water, and there
were booths and games, all to raise funds for SMA.  The afternoon was capped off with the help of the Westfield Fire
Department pumping water into the stream to move the ducks to the lake in the ever-popular duck race.

As Memorial Day Approaches,
Friends Recall MIA Marine

County Approves $472-Million
Budget; Taxes to Rise $12.3 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholder board adopted a $472-mil-
lion budget following a nearly two-
hour hearing Thursday night. The bud-
get calls for $277 million to be raised in
taxes, an increase of $12.3 million over
last year.

Taxes will rise in all 21 towns; there
will be a $1.9-million jump in Westfield,
$899,210 in Scotch Plains and $341,740
in Fanwood. Mountainside’s county
tax will rise $242,635, with Garwood
paying $229,457 more than in 2009.
Cranford’s county tax is jumping
$893,999. Summit, which will pay the
highest average per-household county

tax at $3,468, will see a $198 hike over
last year. Summit’s county taxes will
rise $736,364.

Prior to the unanimous 9-0 board
vote, Director of Finance Larry
Caroselli, who called in for the meeting
due to recent surgery, said the county
had to lower its estimated revenues by
$800,000 in parks and recreational fa-
cilities and another $400,000 in rent at
the juvenile detention center following
a review by the state.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, chairman
of the board’s fiscal affairs committee,
said the budget “not only stabilized our
fiscal condition but, in contrast to the
state cuts, helps create jobs to stimulate
economic development while main-
taining affordable educational oppor-
tunities, protecting seniors and saving
the open-space program.

“Now is the time to continue to move
boldly forward with construction
projects, as competition is fierce and
interest rates are low,” he said.

Prior to $5 million in cuts by Gover-
nor Chris Christie, Mr. Mirabella said
the committee had been looking at a
budget than would have resulted in a tax
increase of $7.3 million, or $4 million
less than proposed in County Manager
George Devanney’s executive budget.
“We are proud to present a budget that
helps Union County’s working families
and those in need,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Commenting on the Summit City
Council’s objections to the existence of
the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historical Preservation Trust Fund,
Mr. Mirabella said the city “took $13
million out of this fund while paying
only $8 million into it.”

Summit Councilwoman Ellen
Dickson, a Republican candidate for

county freeholder and one of two-dozen
speakers, said Union County is the
“highest-taxed county,” with Summit
paying the top county tax total. “We are
now, in Summit, going to be paying
more taxes to the county than we have
to run our own city.”

Ms. Dickson said her city had to lay
off police officers and eliminate fund-
ing for cultural-arts programs. “We’re
down to just basic needs. I just don’t
think the county can continue to in-
crease the budget the way that you
have. It should be flat.”

Running under the banner of “Demo-
crats for Change,” freeholder candi-
date Carmen Southward of Linden ac-
cused the board of misusing $55,000 in
county funds on a mailer to promote its
FirstAlert web-based notification pro-
gram. She said the mailer amounts to a
campaign piece for Freeholder Chair-
man Dan Sullivan, whose picture ap-
peared in the mailer. She said the money
came from a Homeland Security grant.

“I can’t see how you could justify
that or think that is ethical or moral or
okay to do in your position,” Ms. South-
ward said.

Thomas Bistocchi, superintendent
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools, in supporting the bud-
get, said that 19 of the county’s school
districts and 17 of the state’s other vo-
techs spend more money per child than
Union County’s Vo-Tech system. The
county has appropriated $4.3 million
for Vo-Tech in the 2010 budget.

“You are getting a tremendous bang
for your buck,” Mr. Bistocchi told the
board. He said he planned to seek ap-
proval from the board for a sixth school,
for biotechnology, in the fall.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – More than 44 years
after he was reported as missing in
action in Vietnam, James Thomas Egan,
Jr. is still remembered as a bright, eager
and dedicated individual whose life
held an abundance of promise.

The young U.S. Marine, who spent
his boyhood in Westfield, was just 22
years old when he went missing on
January 21, 1966. A lieutenant at the
time, he and his unit were patrolling in
a remote area when they came under
enemy fire. The troops dispersed and
then regrouped at a designated loca-
tion; Lt. Egan was the only one among
his unit members not accounted for.

Although one member of his unit
thought Lt. Egan might have been
struck by artillery, multiple searches
of the region uncovered no trace him,
save for a small light he carried to read
maps in the dark, according to a 2007
Notre Dame Magazine article penned
by Lawrence A. Clayton. Mr. Clayton
was a high school friend and fellow
military service member who corre-
sponded with Lt. Egan while the latter
was stationed in Vietnam.

The lieutenant left behind his par-

ents and a 13-year-old sister, by that
time living in Mountainside, and his
fiancée, Carole Barskis. The couple
had planned to wed in the summer of
1965, but the nuptials had to be post-
poned when he was deployed.

After his disappearance, his mother
traveled three times to Vietnam in an
attempt to locate her only son, the
magazine article revealed. She also
became a leader in the New Jersey
Chapter of the National League of Fami-
lies of Prisoners and Missing in South
East Asia.

According to Mr. Clayton’s Notre
Dame article, Mrs. Egan met in 1971
with the United States ambassador to
the United Nations – future President
George H.W. Bush – to present a peti-
tion containing thousands of signa-
tures advocating better treatment of
prisoners.

During his absence, her son was
advanced in rank to captain and then
major. The Marines declared him dead
on February 3, 1978. This Memorial
Day, May 31, would be his 67th birth-
day, and this year marks the 50th anni-
versary of his graduation from The
Pingry School.
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Westfield Introduces Town Budget,
Considers Crossing Guard Cuts

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, the council passed a resolution to
introduce the town’s $39.1-million
municipal budget. The 2010 munici-
pal budget represents an increase of
$181 on the average assessed home
of $185,100.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky thanked
those town employees – such as the
Teamsters, firefighters and non-union
personnel – who “recognized diffi-
cult times” and agreed to salary
freezes for this year. He said that
there have been “significant reduc-
tions in revenue” and that the budget
was more about what services the
town could save than about where the
budget could be trimmed.

Salaries and wages have been de-
creased by 6 percent over 2009 due to
salary freezes and staffing reductions.
The town has a hiring freeze in place
and is not automatically replacing
retirees. Over the past five years, 19
full-time positions and 28 part-time
positions have been eliminated.

During a presentation by officials,
both Town Administrator James
Gildea and Finance Committee Chair-
man Mark Ciarrocca said the town is
already looking to 2011, which could
bring about more budgetary chal-
lenges. The town has reduced hours
at the conservation center in order to
reduce salary costs but may look to
reduce services and costs through
other things such as leaf pick-ups and
recycling, which currently cost over
$500,000.

Several residents and members of
the B.R.A.K.E.S. Group (Bikers Run-
ners And Kids are Entitled to Safety)
questioned the council’s cut of
$73,000 from the $600,000 crossing
guard budget.

Councilman Ciarrocca said that 18
to 20 posts would be reduced or elimi-
nated in September. He said the po-
lice department recommended the
reduction of 25 posts and that the
decisions on which posts to cut will
be made by the Public Safety Com-
mittee in conjunction with the police
department, board of education and
several citizens groups.

Resident Jim Baker said it is “in-
cumbent upon the town council to
make sure that (the elimination of
crossing guards) doesn’t happen.” He
suggested that parking-permit fees
be raised in order to make up the
money needed. Councilman
Ciarrocca responded that other resi-
dents may feel that an increase in fees
should go to saving police positions
and called the budgeting process a
“balancing act.”

Lenox Avenue resident Lisa
Wendel questioned the town’s liabil-
ity if an accident occurs at an inter-
section after a crossing guard is re-
moved. Mr. Gildea explained that
while the crossing-guard reductions
are being considered in a “very safe
manner,” the town does have insur-
ance to cover such liabilities and that
the town is protected under Title 59,
which gives municipalities protec-
tion from such lawsuits.

Former mayoral candidate Will-
iam Brennan said that while he has
“philosophical differences” on how
the budget is put together, he com-
mended the fire department, depart-
ment of public works and non-union
employees for accepting salary
freezes. He said he has concerns about
the way the town goes through the

Teaming Program Changes
Told; Top Teachers Honored

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education accepted a grant
for an after-school mentor program,
discussed a change in the School
Team program and acknowledged
outstanding teachers at its meeting
Tuesday, at Lincoln School, which
lasted until midnight.

Ron Allen, acting director of the
Westfield Police Athletic League
(P.A.L.), presented the BOE with a
plan to create a tutoring, mentor and
dropout-prevention program spon-
sored by a $24,670 grant received
from the U.S. Department of Justice.
The P.A.L. added $1,330 to the grant,
totaling $26,000 for the 13-month
program. Mr. Allen said Westfield
teachers have stepped up to partici-
pate in the program, which will teach
culture, diversity and decision-mak-
ing to about 40 to 50 participating
students.

Matt Bolton, assistant principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School and

interim principal of Lincoln School,
presented the pilot for a tuition-based
general education pre-kindergarten
program to be launched in Septem-
ber at Lincoln School. Currently, the
school offers a disabled Pre-K pro-
gram as required by law but will open
its doors to about eight non-disabled
children at least 3 years old for a fee
of $300 per month.

Mr. Bolton said the integrated pro-
gram would benefit both the disabled
children and the general education
children as they learn in a “pluralistic
society” and accept each other’s dif-
ferences, while producing revenue
for the district.

BOE President Julia Walker pre-
sented resolutions to intermediate
school teachers Michael Altmann, of
Thomas Edison Intermediate School,
and Denis McMorrow, of Roosevelt
Intermediate School, acknowledging
their recognition as Outstanding
Teachers of the Year by the Westfield
Optimist Club.

Cranford Working on Budget,
May Create Sewer Utility

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee is continuing its work on the
2010 municipal budget, with Mayor
Mark Smith admitting that he feels
“like we’re behind” schedule, but
noting that Cranford is in a similar
position as other towns grappling with
strained finances, state aid cuts and
mandated caps on property tax levies
and appropriations.

At the committee’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, two more special
budget meetings were announced.
One will be held tonight, May 27, and
the other will take place on Wednes-
day, June 2.

The committee was set to intro-
duce an ordinance creating a separate
sewer utility to bill property owners
for their water usage, but withdrew it
from the agenda for further discus-
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED FOR REPAIRS...Walgreen’s in Westfield is under repair following an
electrical fire in the ceiling HVAC system last Friday.


