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SPFAA Takes Trip
To Phila. Museum

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s first bus trip of the sea-
son will be on Thursday, June 24, to
the Philadelphia Museum of Art to
see the “Late Renoir” exhibition.

It follows the renowned painter
through the most fertile and innova-
tive decades of his career. At the
height of his creative powers and
looking forward to posterity, Renoir
created art that was timeless, entic-
ing, and worthy of comparison to the
greatest of the old-world masters.

The bus departs from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building Parking
Lot at 8:30 a.m. and returns around 5
p.m. The cost of the trip is $58, which
includes the bus, museum admission,
the exhibit ticket and audio tour.

For reservations and information,
call Anne Gibbons at (908) 232-2631
by May 22, as the museum requires
reservations one month in advance.

Teens Can ‘Take the Stage’ With
Premiere Stages’ Summer Camp

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – During an economic cli-
mate in which schools are laying off
teachers, and the arts are seemingly the
first classes to go, Premiere Stages at
Kean University has an answer to help
develop emerging artists and encour-
age teens to continue their arts educa-
tion through the summer.

In year’s past, they have offered one
summer class for preteens and teens,
but because of a grant from the Westfield
Foundation, Premiere Stages is offer-
ing two camps for young theatre artists
this summer.

Erica Nagel, coordinator of the camp,
is excited about the playwriting camp
for ages 11 – 14 which she will run
from July 19 to July 30.

“A generous, collaborative, ensemble
building atmosphere is solidified in the
first few days of camp so that the chil-
dren are free to write what is in their
heart and mind,” she said. “They are
given structure and guidelines, but we
also give them freedom to express them-
selves in writing original plays.”

Then, as a group, they will devise a
play and present it physically, she said
in a recent phone interview. Even though
there is a range of experience in the
students who attend the camp, they all
can get to see how art and theatre
intertwine.

The students will play improvisa-
tional theatre games and participate in
physical activity as well as be given
journals in which to write daily. They
get to do the kind of creative writing
that the schools cannot accommodate
during the year.

“The end result is not the goal, but
the process of learning collaboration to
create a work is the point of the pro-
gram,” Ms. Nagel said of the Premiere
Stages summer program that was started
in 2004.

John Wooten, producing artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages, will oversee
the second two-week program, “Tak-
ing the Stage,” which will instruct teen
campers from ages 15 to 18 in the art of
acting.

Mr. Wooten, an acclaimed profes-
sional playwright, producer and direc-
tor, said the classes would include scene
work, monologues with professional
actors acting as speakers and instruc-
tors.

“We’re putting the word out there,
especially for Westfield students and
the surrounding area, to give them the
chance to increase their awareness of
the passion we have for this program,”
he said.

The grant from the Westfield Foun-

dation, he said, will be particularly
helpful for the teens who “have the
aptitude but perhaps not the resources”
to explore further their energies for the
arts.

“There is no audition process in this
program; it is more of a non-threaten-
ing, non-competitive experience,” he
said. It’s a “safe, focused experience”
for the students who are serious about
the arts. “It’s fun — with acting, games
and scene study. The students really
enjoy it,” Mr. Wooten continued.

Paid interns from Kean University
will help with costuming, sets and light-
ing, and on the final day of August 6,
there will be a reception with certifi-
cates for the participants of the pro-
gram. The campers will perform scenes
written by the Middle School students
in Session 1 and will produce their own
final showcase at the end of the camp.

For Mr. Wooten, this is a major part
of Premiere Stages’ education initia-
tive to encourage playwrighting and
acting talents in youth. For preteens
and teens in the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area who have been
waiting to explore acting or playwriting,
it sounds like an amazing opportunity.

To learn more, call (908) 737-4092,
e-mail enagel@kean.edu or download
an application at kean.edu/
premierestages/camp_forms2010.pdf.
If interested in offering philanthropic
support to provide scholarships for stu-
dents to attend the camp, or to simply
enhance the program, make donations
at keanfoundation.org.

Westfield’s Eisenberg Offers
Laughs in Improv Comedy Class

Looking for some laughs? Are you
a fan of “Who’s Line Is It Anyway?”
Tickle your funny bone by taking
New Jersey Youth Theatre’s three-

week “Improv Comedy” class,
taught by Aaron Eisenberg, from
June 29 to July 15.

Eisenberg, a Westfield native,
hosts People.com’s “The Intern
Asks” comedy show and coaches an
award-winning improv comedy

troupe. A long-time stand-up comic
at New York City comedy clubs,
Eisenberg will teach the class Tues-
day and Thursday nights from 7 to 9
p.m. at New Jersey Youth Theatre’s
studio, 172 West Westfield Ave.,
Roselle Park.

The class, open to anyone 15 or
older, will feature improv comedy
games and scenes, showing students
how to react quickly in funny ways
and release their inhibitions. Regis-
ter for the $100 Improv Comedy
class by June 15 by calling New
Jersey Youth Theatre (908) 233-
3200). Full payment (check or cash)
can be sent to New Jersey Youth
Theatre, 656 Westfield Ave.,
Westfield, NJ 07090 or brought to
the first class.

More details about the Improv
Comedy class appear on the New
Jersey Youth Theatre website,
www.njyouththeatre.org. New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre (NJYT) offers
acting, dance, musical theatre and
voice classes to children 5 and older.
NJYT will present the musical Rent
at New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Newark (www.njpac.org) July
16-25 and Algonquin Arts Theatre
(www.algonquinarts.com) in
Manasquan July 30-August 8.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Freeholders Gallery
Welcomes CAU Exhibit

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an art exhibit of paintings
and mixed-media pieces created by
participants in Community Access
Unlimited (CAU).

The artworks can be viewed
through June 1 at the Freeholders
Gallery on the sixth floor of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing, Elizabethtown Plaza in Eliza-
beth. The gallery hours are Monday
to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“The arts program, funded in part
by a grant from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, through the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, gives an opportunity to a num-
ber of our members to be exposed to
different elements of art and dance
that allow them to strengthen and
diversify important skills, such as
personal interaction, decision-mak-
ing, and self-esteem,” said Joanne
Oppelt, CAU Development Direc-
tor.

“We’re also grateful and honored
that our visual arts participants are
given the opportunity to share their
work through an exhibit at the Free-
holders Gallery,” she added.

CAU provides support services
for more than 4,000 people with
disabilities and at-risk youth each
year. Kerry Paone, a professional
artist who teaches the arts program,
believes that art provides positive
reinforcement that CAU members
can translate into other areas of their
lives.

“The program gives members the
opportunity to feel real accomplish-
ment and validate themselves,” said
Ms. Paone. “When they are making
art, I encourage them to listen to and
trust themselves. That reinforces
their self-esteem and teaches them
that they really have an inner wis-
dom.”

For further information about CAU
and its services, contact (908) 354-
3040. Additional information can
also be found at caunj.org.

Newark/NJPAC to Host
2010 Dodge Poetry Festival

NEWARK – From Thursday, Octo-
ber 7, through Sunday, October 10,
the City of Newark and New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) will
host the largest poetry event in North
America, the 2010 Geraldine R. Dodge
Poetry Festival.

Tickets for the festival went on sale
last Friday, April 23.

The Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry
Festival, an initiative of the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation held biennially
in even-numbered years since 1986, is
a celebration of poetry that immerses
participants in four days of readings,
conversations and performances.

Eleven of the previous 12 festivals
have been held at Waterloo Village in
Stanhope. When it was announced by
the Dodge Foundation that the 2010
festival would be canceled due to fi-
nancial restrictions, the City of New-
ark and NJPAC stepped forward to
partner with the foundation to ensure
the event’s continuation.

The festival’s debut in Newark is
expected to attract audiences upwards
of 20,000.

“The festival’s rebirth in New
Jersey’s largest city is rich with possi-
bilities,” said David Grant, president
and CEO of the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation. “With our main partners
– the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center and the City of Newark itself –
we share a vision for a ‘Poetry Village’
in the heart of the city’s vibrant Down-
town Arts district.

“We hope those who were unable to
find transportation to the festival at
our previous location will take advan-
tage of multiple opportunities to reach
Newark by mass transportation,” he
continued, “and I believe they will be
excited and moved by what they expe-

rience.”
“This is simply momentous in the

evolution of Newark as one of the
region’s leading cultural destinations,”
said Lawrence P. Goldman, President
and CEO of NJPAC.

More than three dozen leading po-
ets will participate in the 2010
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival,
beginning with an opening celebra-
tion on the evening of Thursday, Octo-
ber 7; the event culminates in a poetry
summit on Sunday October 10, fea-
turing four U.S. Poets Laureate: former
Poets Laureate Billy Collins, Rita Dove
and Mark Strand, as well as the cur-
rent Laureate, Kay Ryan.

All four days of the festival are open
to the general public. In addition, the
Festival offers programs for high school
students and teachers at all levels, from
elementary school through college.
More than 4,200 students and 2,000
teachers from throughout the country
participated in the most recent Geraldine
R. Dodge Poetry Festival.

Registration Begins for
NJWA Summer Symphony

WESTFIELD – The melodious
sounds of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA) Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra will again be heard
this June and July as musicians of all
ages perform the works of Beethoven,
Dvorak and Haydn.

Registration is now open for mem-
bership in the orchestra, which will
rehearse on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
beginning June 22. The rehearsals
will take place from 7:15 until 9 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield. An addi-
tional rehearsal will be held on
Wednesday, July 21, followed by a
concert on Thursday, July 22.

String players should be able to
play five scales in two octaves. Wood-
wind and brass players should be
prepared to play in the keys of C, G,
D, F and Bb. The orchestra is also
seeking percussionists who play snare
drum, bass drum, timpani and traps.

Tuition for this intergenerational
summer orchestra is $140, and all

musicians are required to bring a
music stand to rehearsal.

This is the 11th season that the
NJWA Summer Symphony Orches-
tra will be conducted by Janet Lyman,
an instructor at the NJWA Music Stu-
dio and Westfield Summer Workshop.

Ms. Lyman, a recipient of many
honors and awards, holds both a Bach-
elor of Music degree in Violin and a
Master of Music Education degree
from the Manhattan School of Mu-
sic.

A faculty member in the Tenafly
school system, she is also the founder
and conductor of the Tenafly Sym-
phony Orchestra and music director
at Zion Lutheran Church, where she
conducts the adult, youth and hand
bell choirs.

To register for the Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra, call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Log
on to njworkshopforthearts.com for
more information about the NJWA.

NJMEA Recognizes GW School’s
Modero as ‘Master’ Music Teacher

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Roselle Park resi-
dent and Garwood public school vo-
cal, instrumental and general music
teacher Marguerite Modero received
a New Jersey Master Music Teacher
Award from the New Jersey Music
Educators Association (NJMEA) at
the NJMEA State Conference held
at the Hilton in East Brunswick this
past February.

In addition, Mrs. Modero received
the Governor’s Award for Excellence
in Arts Education earlier this month
in Trenton.

“It was so exciting to be recog-
nized as Master Music Teacher by
the New Jersey Music Educators As-
sociation,” Mrs. Modero said. “Af-
ter more than 30 years, it is very
gratifying to have your work vali-
dated by your peers.”

Her involvement with music and
the performing arts has been a life-
long process, one that began at the
age of 4, when she started taking
dance lessons.

She then continued with violin,
piano, guitar and voice.

Ms. Modero was educated in the
Clifton public school system, where
she participated in the vocal and
instrumental music ensembles.

It was Ms. Modero’s vocal music
teacher, Pearl Anderson Micheli,
who inspired her to become a music
educator.

“She was my mentor then and still
is today,” said Ms. Modero.

A Cum Laude graduate of New
Jersey City University with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Music Educa-
tion and Voice, Ms. Modero has
taught in the Garwood Public
Schools for more than 30 years.

“I had to learn all the instruments
so that I could teach them, but vio-

lin, piano and voice are the ones at
which I am most proficient,” she
said.

One of her many accomplishments
is the yearly eighth-grade musical,
which she introduced to Garwood
Schools in 1980.

“It was to be a project to help
unify the students in the eighth-grade
class. We started with three lollipop-
stand microphones, simplistic cos-
tumes and one composite set,” she
explained.

Now, three decades and more than
1,000 participating students later,
the eighth-grade musical is a tradi-
tion, having performed such well-
known productions as Seussical, The
King and I, Fiddler on the Roof,
Once Upon a Mattress, The Sound of
Music and Annie.

“Our level of sophistication [now]
is something I never could have
imagined then…[We now have]
wireless microphones, uplighting,
multiple sets, costumes and makeup
that rival many high school produc-

tions,” she said.
A gratifying bonus of her teach-

ing longevity is that she now teaches
the children of former students who
were in those early shows.

“It is truly a ‘circle-of-life’ expe-
rience,” she said.

Another area that sets Ms. Modero
apart is her commitment to students
with learning and developmental dis-
abilities.

She sees music as the “great equal-
izer” for students with special needs,
and she believes that music or per-
forming in some way allows the dis-
abled population to display talents
that may have been overlooked
while, at the same time, instilling in

them a sense of self-esteem.
“We are so proud of Mrs. Modero

for receiving this great honor; I be-
lieve it was well deserved,” said Mary
Emmons, the principal of Lincoln
School where Mrs. Modero works.

In addition to her service to the
Garwood Public Schools, Ms.
Modero has directed musicals for
several other school districts as well
as for community theatres in
Cranford, Kenilworth and Elizabeth.

She has also taught at Union
County College as an instructor in
the “College for Kids” Program, and
she mentors both junior and senior
interns from Kean University as a
cooperating teacher.

Music surrounds Ms. Modero in
her private life as well.

Her husband, Michael is a music
educator in the North Bergen Public
School System, and her son David is
a music educator in the Sayreville
Public School Ssstem. Her  daugh-
ter-in-law, Jensyn, teaches music at
a private school.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUICKFIRE COOKING…Larger-than-life fellow “cheftestants” watch over Ariane Durate, left, and Ashley Merriman
as they show off their knife skills in a makeshift set at the 21-city “Top Chef” traveling road show in Westfield on May 15.

Westfield Savors ‘Top Chef’ TV Promo Tour
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Fans of the popu-
lar reality TV show “Top Chef” were
cheering “Bravo!” when Mother Na-
ture refrained from cooking up a storm
last Saturday. A big rig large enough
to house a complete professional
kitchen rolled in to the parking lot
opposite Lord & Taylor on May 15,
attracting foodies far and wide.

The Emmy Award-winning show’s
21-city traveling tour, produced by
Bravo, the NBC cable network, chose
the Westfield locale.

Season 5 and 6 Top Cheftesants
Ariane Duarte and Ashley Merriman,
respectfully, hosted interactive cook-
ing demonstrations from an outdoor

stage set up to resemble the popular
program. Al fresco dining, with res-
taurant-style table seating, was set up
for the participants, who sampled the
fare and picked the chefs’ brains.

Ms. Duarte prepared spot prawns
with Parmesan risotto cake and a to-
mato shrimp sauce. The New Jersey
restaurateur currently operates the four-
star (but who’s counting) CulinAriane
at 33 Walnut Street in Montclair.

Ms. Merriman, who originally hails
from Center Sandwich, N.H., treated
the audience to eggplant camponata
with homemade mozzarella balls. Ms.
Merriman told The Westfield Leader
and The Times, “I’m really excited to
meet people from all different parts
of the country and to meet fans. They
all want the juice on the judges.”

Participants also competed for a
chance to win prizes by testing their
senses and food knowledge in a se-
ries of smell tests, as they attempted
to identify the correct scent in cans of
spices.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin told
the newspaper, “I think it’s wonder-
ful [for the tour] to be in Westfield.”

Out-of-towner Erica Fisher of
Pennsylvania was accompanied by
her two elementary-school age boys,
Aiden and Noah, who both could not

wait to go home to try some of the
unique combinations of ingredients dem-
onstrated by the accomplished chefs.

After wowing the audience with
food, Ms. Duarte and Ms. Merriman
signed a variety of merchandise, in-
cluding “Top Chef” cookbooks, ce-
lebrity headshots and even a leg cast.

The Kapadias family of Westfield

enjoyed the festivities. Son Andrew
noted that he watches “all the cooking
shows” and was thrilled to have fa-
mous autographs on one of his own
favorite cookbooks. His older brother
Alistair prefers soccer to cooking and
was just as delighted to have his cast
signed by the two celebrities. Bravo
for food! Bravo to Westfield! Encore!

Left to Right, Marguerite Modero and Mary Emmons

Did You Know...
For the third time, a Westfield

façade was featured in a “Satur-
day Night Live” skit? Last Sat-
urday, footage of Ferraro’s Res-
taurant opened a sketch about
“The Swim Team Awards.”
SweetWaters and the former
Jolly Trolley were used in previ-
ous episodes. Now you know!

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com


