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LAURICELLA BLASTS PAIR OF HOMERS, MISSES 3RD

Raider Baseballers Bombard
Indians, 18-6, in Five Innings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Designated hitter Mike Lauricella
blasted a pair of home runs and nearly
added a third when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
bombarded Rahway, 18-6, in five in-
nings in Scotch Plains on May 13.

Lauricella, who has four home runs
on the season, whacked a leadoff solo
blast in the second inning.

“On the first home run, the pitch
was high middle-in fastball, and I put
a good swing on it and took it out,”
Lauricella said.

His second homer was a two-run
shot in the third inning.

“Same pitch actually! High middle-
in,” he said. “The first one went over
the Conference Championship sign,
and the second one went over ‘Home
of the Raiders.’”

In the fourth inning, he just missed
a third homer with a long drive that
Rahway centerfielder Joe Romeo
caught at the fence.

“Actually, that was the best one I
hit. It was right over, but it wasn’t high
enough, and I didn’t pull it,” Lauricella,
who also walked and scored a third
time, explained.

Half of the 19-5 Raiders’ 16 hits
were for extra bases. Joe D’Annunzio
thumped a pair of triples, scored twice,
walked twice and had three RBI. John
Maxwell had an RBI triple, a pair of

singles and scored three times. Gary
Binkiewicz drilled a two-run double
and RBI single, and scored once. Lou
Mazzella ripped an RBI single and
doubled. Ricky Shevlin had an RBI
triple, an RBI sacrifice fly and scored
twice. Marcus Rivera (three runs
scored, RBI) doubled and singled. Brian
Dempsey singled and scored twice,
Taylor Schon singled and scored, and
Connor Thompson walked and scored.

Raider starting pitcher Sean Reilly
was tapped for seven hits and all of the
Indians’ runs; however, because of a
multitude of errors, only one was
earned. Maxwell relieved to get the
third out in the third inning and
slammed the door the rest of the way,
allowing only one single.

“We are much better than we played
today,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said. “For some reason, we
scored some runs, and we sat back a
little bit. On defense, we let the ball
play us a couple of times. We didn’t
make some routine plays. We know
we are much better than that, and we
know we will come out tomorrow and
make those plays

“We didn’t get better today. That’s
for sure in the field, at least! We are
going to face stiffer opposition in the
second and third rounds (sectionals),
so we need to step it up and play
harder in the field,” Lauricella said.

Binkiewicz’s two-run double and

Mazzella’s RBI single gave the Raid-
ers, acting as the visiting team, a 3-0
lead in the top of the first. The Indians
tied it in the bottom of the inning. The
Raiders added four runs in the second.
Lauricella homered; Maxwell and
D’Annunzio had RBI triples, and
Binkiewicz had an RBI single.

Lauricella’s two-run blast sparked
a five-run third, but the Indians re-
sponded with three runs to make the
score, 12-6. D’Annunzio’s two-run
triple capped a four-run fourth then
Dempsey tapped an RBI single, and
Shevlin followed with his RBI sac fly
in the fifth.

The Raiders received the No. 2 seed
for the upcoming North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament, which
began on May 17. (They hosted New-
ark West Side). South Plainfield,
ranked No. 1 in the state by The Star-
Ledger, received the top seed.
Morristown received the fourth seed
and the Cranford Cougars, who de-
feated the Raiders, 10-7, in the county
semifinals, received the third seed.

“That’s what we talked about after
Saturday’s loss (Cranford). We [have]
got to look ahead,” coach Baylock said.
“We have other goals in mind. One is to
win the conference. The other goal is to
win a state tournament. It’s a good
section. It’s very, very tough!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 345 42 18
Rahway 303 00 6
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The #1 office in the Country

Located on Westfield’s picturesque Effinghman Place, this classic colonial glows with hardwood floors, chestnut
trim and walls of windows. The inviting entry opens to the living room with fireplace, a formal dining room,
den and sun porch. The sun filled kitchen is very large and overlooks the lush backyard and deck. 4 bedrooms,
1 full 2 half baths. Convenient to Franklin School, transportation and downtown. Asking $849,000.
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Open House: Sunday, May 23rd • 1-4pm
107 Effingham Place, Westfield

Direct: 908-301-2880
Cell: 908-868-9471
Email: epassananti@gmail.com
www.EileenPassananti.net

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

Baseball Raiders Rip
Warren Hills, 12-2

Tyler Schon rapped a pair of
doubles, a single and had an RBI, and
Lou Mazzella went three-for-three to
lead the second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
to a 12-2 victory over Warren Hills in
the North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2
tournament in Scotch Plains on May
17. Ricky Shevlin blasted a solo
homer.

Blue Devil Nine Top
Minutemen, 8-4

The third-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team defeated Eliza-
beth, 8-4, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament in Westfield on May 17. Se-
nior pitcher Robbie Anderson allowed
just one hit and walked three, while
shutting out the 12-13 Minutemen in
five innings.

The 17-8 Blue Devils plated all
eight of their runs in the fourth in-
ning, beginning with Anderson’s in-
field single. Anderson later scored on
a wild pitch. Brett Johnson and Max
Fusaro each added two-run doubles.
AJ Murray had an RBI single, and
Danny Kerr crushed a two-run homer.
Elizabeth 000 003 1 4
Westfield 000 800 x 8

Highlanders Defeat
Raider Netmen, 3-2

The Governor Livingston High
School boys tennis team defeated
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 3-2, in a
regular-season game on May 17.
First singles: Blake Anderson (G) d Dan
Nizri, 6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Steve Bello (S) d Dave
Lander, 4-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-4
Third singles: Ezra Klemow (S) d Tim
Gorzelnik, 7-6 (7-0), 7-6 (7-5)
First doubles: Max Kraan and Joe
DiRienzo (G) d Kyle Douglas and Mike
Riesenberg, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Rob Milman and Alex
Liu (G) d Eric Leyden and Charles
Cummings, 6-7 (3-7), 6-1, 7-5

H.S. Sport Shorts:

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOWN AND UP…Westfield Blue Devil lacrosse midfielder Patrick Dyer tumbles
hard to the turf after scoring on a pass from Will Gretsky, then bounces back with
a reminder of who’s no. 1 in Saturday’s NJSIAA Group 3 opening round game
against Mainland at Kehler Stadium. Eighth-seeded Westfield (12-7) won, 15-8,
behind four goals and five assists by John Bohlinger.

Lady Vikings Silence
Softball Raiders, 5-1
The 14-6 hosting Union Catho-

lic High School softball team re-
ceived a two-hit performance from
Colleen Dow, who struck out
seven, while allowing just one
walk, in a 5-1 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on May 17.
Courtney Zyla tripled and scored
the lone run for the 9-15 Raiders.

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BANGUP PLAY AT HOME…Rahway’s Mike Pierre collides with Raider catcher Lou Mazzella while attempting to score
in the first inning. Pierre was safe, but the Raiders won, 18-6, in Scotch Plains on May 13.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2007, 2009
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Marymachomes@aol.com 209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield - Enjoy the beauty of “The Gardens”! This charming turn of the century Highland Avenue original is located on one
of Westfield’s most desirable streets. A delightful lemonade porch welcomes you into a lovely Foyer with built-in window seats,
spacious sun-filled Living Room, formal Dining Room with wood burning fireplace, eat-in Kitchen with Butler’s Pantry, back
stairs, Laundry Room and half Bath. The second floor includes three generous sized Bedrooms and full Bath. The third floor
boasts a Bedroom and Attic with ample storage space. Situated on a deep treed lot, this special home offers a wonderful location,
close to town, top rated schools and transportation. Offered for $769,000.

Open House: Sunday, May 23rd 1-4 PM • 554 Highland Avenue
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