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Rahway Holds Off Raiders, 7-6
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Devil Laxers Repel Crusaders in UCT Semis, 9-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Girls Capture Union County Track Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

her level,” Handy said. “At the end of
the season, I really want to hit 37 to 38
and try to make it to the board.”

Canfield’s PB in the triple jump is
35’7”, “So I’m getting close to it. I
really want to get a 36,” she said.

Canfield placed third in the high
jump with a height of 4’10”, and Grant
tied for fifth with a height of 4’8”.
Raider Kathleen Leeper kicked it down
the stretch to beat out Summit’s
Kearsley Olcott for second in the 3,200
meters with respective times of
11:26.18 and 11:27.18. Leeper

knocked 24 seconds off her PB.
“She beat me at the Meet of

Champs. I want to beat her. I like
winning,” said Leeper, whose goal is
a time of 11:20.

Raider Erin Pierce crossed fourth
in the 3,200 at 11:38.21. Pierce also
finished third in the 1,600 with a time
of 5:20.81.

Cougar Rebecca Shimonov has lit-
erally been making PB leaps-and-
bounds in all of her events. Although
not placing in the top-six, she had a PB
distance of 33’8” in the triple jump.

LAURICELLA WHACKS 3-RUN HOMER, RBI DOUBLE

SPF Baseball Raiders Cage
Linden Tigers in Five, 15-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No mercy, with the exception of
the five-inning rule, was offered by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball
team in its 15-1, thrashing of visiting
Linden on May 14. Raider Mike
Lauricella led the 13-hit assault, with
a three-run home run and an RBI
double.

Senior pitcher Gary Binkiewicz,
who notched two strikeouts, yielded
two singles an RBI triple and three
walks, also scored a run. Ricky Shevlin
slashed three doubles and had an RBI.
Marcus Rivera (2 RBI, run scored)
had three hits and stole a base. Joe
D’Annunzio rapped a two-run triple
and scored once. Lou Mazzella singled
twice and had two RBI, and Brian
Dempsey scored a run.

“We wanted to get Gary on the
mound after last Saturday’s loss, get
him back going, get his confidence
going again, because we are looking
to need him to go far in the state
tournament,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said. “He did a great job
keeping them off-balance. Our de-
fense played well, making the plays
we have to make. Our biggest asset is
our bats. We hit the ball well, moved
runners along and got runs when we
needed to give Gary a cushion. If we
keep that going for another two or
three weeks, we’ll have a big impact
in the state tournament. One game at
a time and see what we can do.”

First baseman John Maxwell dis-
played four fine fielding plays, in-
cluding a first-to-second (Travis
Whitney) double play, and speedster
Taylor Schon made a great running
and diving snag in right field.

“It was more reaction than any-
thing. I just snagged it. [The] runner
on first, obviously not expecting any-
one to catch that ball. Tag on first, and
you get your double play,” Maxwell
said. “I try to be as well rounded of a
player as I can be. Definitely feel like
I improved a lot through my four
years as a Raider.”

The Raiders took a 6-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning, highlighted
by Shevlin’s leadoff triple, Rivera’s
RBI sacrifice fly, Mazzella’s two-run
single and Lauricella’s three-run blast
over the centerfield fence. In the sec-
ond, six more Raiders plundered home
plate. Shevlin doubled off the

centerfield fence and scored on
Rivera’s single. Maxwell reached on
an infield bobble, D’Annunzio
whacked his two-run triple and scored
on Binkiewicz’s sac fly. Mazzella and
Schon each singled and scored on
Lauricella’s double and Dempsey’s
sac fly, respectively.

In the third, the Raiders produced a
run on D’Annunzio’s sac fly then
added a two-run coating in the fourth.
Connor Thompson walked and Ryan
Dempsey singled. Shevlin slapped an
RBI double and Rivera added an RBI
single. The lone Tiger run came in the
fifth with two outs, when E.J Santiago
worked a walk and scored on a triple

by Dan Gomez.
“My stuff is getting back to where

it was. I was hitting spots, getting
squeezed a little bit, but it happens.
Otherwise, my curve ball worked well
and the fastball hit the spots, so it felt
good,” Binkiewicz said. “Looking
ahead, our offense puts a lot of runs
on the board. We have a good pitch-
ing staff. Jordan (Bayroff) is good. I
am going to come in with my best
every time. We have kids like
D’Angelo, a freshman who is really
good. If we make plays then there is
no reason why we should not win.”
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but the Blue Devils worked the ball
around at first but ended up taking
five shots.

“We wanted to settle the ball, and
they started seeing our cutters and
our picks. We were looking for the
cutters, but they were covering them,”
said Bohlinger, who added, “Their
goalie played well today.”

During that time, Villaverde took a
point-blank shot that LaForge stopped
to prevent a possible momentum shift.
The Crusaders took a few more wicked

shots but LaForge rejected them.
“Jeff always has those great stops

that makes the momentum go towards
our team instead of the other team,”
Bohlinger said.

“He’s done that all season. Jeff
makes timely saves. He is a tremen-
dous goalkeeper. He’s kept us in a lot
of games,” coach Silbergeld added.

Scrudado netted his unassisted goal
early in the fourth quarter, and Bohrod
on Andrew Sauerwein’s assist, scored
his second goal. Manasia scored the

final goal.
The win advanced the Blue Devils

to play No. 1 ranked, 16-0 Summit for
the UCT championship on May 14.

“We are excited! We played, prob-
ably, our best game the first time we
saw them,” said coach Silbergeld.
“This is why you play the game; for
an opportunity to challenge yourself
and play at the highest possible level.
I hope our team brings it on Friday.”
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She also placed fifth in the 400-hurdles
with a PB time of 1:08.71. Last week
at the Union County Conference meet,
she shattered her previous PB by soar-
ing 16’7.5” in the long jump.

“The long jump was amazing.
That’s like a whole foot over my
personal best. The weather was per-
fect. There was no wind. I saw a girl
on our team (Megan Schetlich) jump
16 feet. That’s her PR, so I could PR
as well,” Shimonov said. In the triple
jump, “I had a personal best by about
a foot. It was a great meet.”

The Indians tied the game in the
seventh on a wild throw at the plate,
then scored the winning run on
Natalie’s double.

“I always try to get the first strike,
then the second one followed by curve
balls, screwballs and things like that,”
White said. “We need to put together
a few more pieces in the outfield, and
I need to be a little more consistent in

hitting my spots. Once we put those
things together, I think we will be a
solid team.”

“We strung together some real nice
hits. We just need a few more times to
be able to do this, and it would have
been a different game. Just one of
these days,” concluded Hulnik
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THREE IS A CHARM…Raider Ricky Shevlin, right, slips into second base with
his third double against Linden on May 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THEIR WAY TO PERSONAL BESTS…Raiders Kathleen Leeper, left, and Erin Pierce, center, recorded personal-best
times in the 3,200 meters. Leeper finished second in 11:26.18 and Pierce placed fourth at 11:38.21.
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CUSTOM COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4 BR, 4.5 Bath Custom Brick Col, situated on park like property.
Fabulous grounds, patio & IG pool. Gourmet kit with Viking dbl oven range, Sub Zero
Fridge, 2 DW, granite counters & center island, ceramic tile. Kit & Library access the
patio. FR has dual sided wdbg fplc. Library has custom built-ins & fplc. LR, FR, DR, BRs
& halls also have Hdwd flrs. MBR w/two closets & Master Bath w/dbl vanities, jetted tub,
shower & balcony overlooking yard, patio and pool!

SPLIT LEVEL

Westfield. Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.1 Bath Split on a quiet, tree-lined street. Many
features and updates include 1st floor Master or in-law suite, newer roof, CAC, and
furnace, newer windows, hardwood floors, and large deck with motorized awning.
Additional features include recessed lighting, sliders to deck and large, professionally
landscaped property. Conveniently located just a few blocks from Jefferson School.

Cranford. Wonderfully restored 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Federal Style Colonial on a beautiful
naturally landscaped corner property close to town & train. Gleaming hardwood floors,
top-of-line kitchen with Uba Tuba granite, center aisle cook top & eating area. Lots of
storage, pantry, powder room, 1st floor laundry, Family room, sitting room & open porch
completes first floor. 4 BR, sleeping porch & 2 baths on 2nd floor. Tree house with canoe
storage, garden shed & two car garage.

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. Wonderful 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Custom built Colonial on a cul-de-sac.
Eat-In-Kitchen with Center Island Granite counters, Central Air Conditioning - 2 Zone,
Jacuzzi tub and shower in Master bath, solid oak hardwood floors, gas fireplaces in Family
Room and Master Bedroom, In-Law Suite with a Bedroom and Full Bath, open staircase
to attic, built-in 3 car garage, sits on 1.1 acres. Directions: Terrill Road to Cushing Rd to
Julia Ct #5.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/23  1-5PM ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/23  1-5PM

Scotch Plains. Large custom built 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home, Park like setting, just over
1 acre with In-Ground swimming pool, Custom paver parking, driveway and 2 car attached
garage. Hardwood floors, Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 new custom baths, finished basement,
Formal Dining Room, Family Room with built in wet bar and Living Room with fireplace.
Custom Colonial Split: Directions: Raritan to Blackbirch to Marion #8.


