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Rotary Helps Communities
With Grants to Non-Profits
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club

of Westfield presented 27 Commu-
nity Service Grants to local com-
munity organizations and Rotary
District projects during its regular
weekly meeting on May 11.

Darielle Walsh, Rotary Club
Community Service Grants chair-
person, announced the recipients of
the annual Rotary Community Ser-
vice Grant Awards, which are
funded through the Westfield Ro-
tary Club Foundation.

The Westfield Rotary Club Foun-
dation is a non-profit foundation of
Westfield Rotary that promotes the
betterment of the community by
supporting local programs and
projects in Westfield and surround-
ing communities.

Such programs and projects in-
clude counseling and emergency aid
for individuals and families; health
and human services; literacy educa-
tion; conservation and preservation
efforts; arts and entertainment, and
funding for children to attend camp
and participate in special programs.

In accordance with its goal of
community service, the Rotary Club
of Westfield is most interested in
providing annual grants for pro-

grams and projects that directly
address local community needs.

The Rotary Club of Westfield was
chartered in 1921. Rotarians are
dedicated to their local communi-
ties, as well as people throughout
the world, through the
organization’s motto “Service
Above Self.” Club members fulfill
this mission through various com-
munity service projects.

Rotary International has been in
existence since February 23, 1905.
Linked with over 30,000 other Ro-
tary Clubs in more than 160 coun-
tries, comprised of nearly 1.2 mil-
lion members, Rotarians help to
build goodwill and peace world-
wide through humanitarian efforts.

The Rotary Club of Westfield is a
service organization comprised of
business and professional women
and men who either live or work in
or near Westfield. The club meets
every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch
at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Guests are always welcome to join
club members at any of the weekly
meetings. For further information,
e-mail rotary@westfieldnj.com or
visit westfieldrotary.com.

Town-Wide Garage Sale
On Tap This Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The annual
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Town-Wide
Garage Sale will take place this
Saturday, May 22. Residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
hold their own garage sales, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., and keep all the
profits. For $15, their address has
been listed on a map of participat-
ing homes and items for sale at each
location.

The map will be available on the
Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s Club
(SPJWC) website, spjwc.com, and
the club will distribute the maps for
free throughout both municipali-
ties.

The map will be available for free
beginning tomorrow, Friday, May
21, on the club’s website only. On
Saturday, maps will be available at
the following locations: Fanwood
Quick Chek on North Avenue,
Fanwood Bagels and Deli on
Martine Avenue in Fanwood, and
Quick Chek on Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Last year, nearly 200 homes par-
ticipated in the town-wide garage
sale. The proceeds supported local
charities like Home First,
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and
Rape Crisis Center of Union County.

This event is the club’s largest
fundraiser. All proceeds will benefit
local charities. New club members
are always welcome. For informa-
tion about other projects the SPJWC
is working on, visit spjwc.com, call
(908) 451-1977 or e-mail

scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net.
The GFWC Scotch Plains Junior

Woman’s Club is a non-profit com-
munity service group. It is a member
of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, a worldwide non-
profit women’s organization.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, May 23, at
noon. It will take place at Champs
Restaurant, located at 418 Menlo Park
Mall (in Menlo Park Mall) in Edison.

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal off the menu and tip. To respond,
call Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or e-
mail roger678@optonline.net.

LOCAL LEGEND…Roger Bernier, president and chief operating officer of
Chelsea Senior Living, far left, presents Gus Sarcona with his “Legends of Long
Term Care” certificate. Next to Gus is his son, Roy Sarcona, a physics teacher at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, and Roy’s wife, Mirta.

Patent Owner Gus Sarcona
Earns ‘Who’s Who’ Honor

FANWOOD – The Health Care
Association of New Jersey has
named Gus Sarcona, who owns a
patent for the production of the anti-
biotic tetracycline, to the “Who’s
Who of New Jersey Long Term Care
Communities.”

A resident of The Chelsea at
Fanwood since 2007, Mr. Sarcona is
active in many of the Chelsea’s groups
involved in physical health. He is
highly respected by his peers, and
remains as much of a patriot at age 93

as he was when he served as a captain
in the United States Army during
World War II. Mr. Sarcona has al-
ways valued his military service
equally with his professional life.

During his 42-year career as a chem-
ist and consultant for the Pfizer phar-
maceutical company, he was involved
in developing processes for recover-
ing antibiotics from laboratory broth
and bringing them to production.

Mr. Sarcona received multiple awards
and commendations for his work on
these and other projects that contrib-
uted to Pfizer’s growth. He and a Pfizer
colleague were awarded a patent in
1962 for a process that produced large
amounts of high-quality tetracycline,
an antibiotic in wide use for decades to
fight Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever,
chlamydia and other infections.

Following his military service with
the 93rd Armored Field Artillery in
Europe and North Africa, during
which he was awarded a Bronze Star
for rescuing an injured comrade dur-
ing combat, Mr. Sarcona joined the
New York National Guard and re-
mained on active duty for 24 years.
He achieved the rank of lieutenant
colonel and commanded a field artil-
lery unit that was held in reserve
during the Korean and Vietnam wars.

Mr. Sarcona has spent his life serv-
ing his country, both as a profes-
sional in the pharmaceutical industry
and as a soldier who is part of those
known as the “Greatest Generation.”

POLICE BLOTTERSP Officers Receive Medals
As Fallen Are Remembered
SCOTCH PLAINS – Once again

this year, communities across the
United States joined together during
National Police Week – May 9 to 15
– to honor and remember those law
enforcement officers who made the
ultimate sacrifice, as well as the fam-
ily members, friends and fellow of-
ficers they left behind.

This year, the names of 324 offic-
ers killed in the line of duty are being
added to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C. These 324 individuals in-
clude 116 officers who were killed
during 2009, plus 208 officers who
died in previous years but whose sto-
ries of sacrifice had been lost to his-
tory until now.

Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney said, “the 116 officers killed
in the line of duty last year was the
lowest number of officer deaths in
five decades. Still, for the families,
loved ones, colleagues and commu-
nities of these fallen heroes, the loss
is devastating and the sorrow is pro-
found. National Police Week is a time
for all Americans to send a strong
message that the service and sacri-
fice of these heroes were not in vain
– that these brave men and women
will always be remembered by a grate-

ful nation.”
During a special ceremony to com-

memorate this event, Chief Mahoney
awarded a number of medals to de-
partment personnel for Meritorious
service and Exceptional duty.

Most notably, Officer Joseph
Citarella was recognized for physi-
cally subduing an individual armed
with a large hunting knife who had
threatened the officer.

Lieutenants Brian Donnelly and
Joseph Zito, along with Officer Mat-
thew Mahoney, were recognized for
their efforts to save a man trapped
under a vehicle. Realizing time was
of the essence the officers lifted the
vehicle without waiting for rescue
equipment to free the individual in a
driving rainstorm. Officer Mahoney
also received a medal for his actions
on routine patrol for alerting and
evacuating sleeping residents of a
home that was engulfed in flames.

Several other officers received cer-
tificates of commendation for their
outstanding performance. “It is an
honor to serve with such a dedicated
group of individuals that make up our
department,” Chief Mahoney said.
“The efforts of all our officers go a
long way at keeping the residents of
this community safe and secure.”

Plainfield Cop Convicted
Of Insurance Fraud

PLAINFIELD  – A 22-year vet-
eran of the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment was convicted last week on a
single count of second-degree insur-
ance fraud, according to Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

David Thomas, 46, faces up to 10
years in prison when he is sentenced
on July 16. According to the investiga-
tion, in December of 2008 Thomas
filed a $3,300 claim with his insurance
company for an Apple computer that
he claimed had been stolen from the
basement of his home on Madison
Avenue in Plainfield.

Thomas said he purchased the
laptop computer a day earlier at an
electronics store in Union. The inves-
tigation revealed the store was closed
by court order one month before Tho-
mas claimed he made the purchase.
Furthermore, the store in question
had never sold Apple products, Mr.

Romankow said.
Thomas’ insurance company

passed its findings to Sergeant
James Russo of the Prosecutor’s
Office’s Insurance Fraud Unit, who
launched a separate investigation.
Thomas was served with a sum-
mons in June 2009 and was in-
dicted in November 2009.

The trial, before Union County
Superior Court Judge Stuart Peim,
lasted just one week, and the jury
deliberated for less than an hour. As-
sistant Prosecutor James Tansey, who
prosecuted the case, said “it’s always
a sad day when an officer commits a
crime and is found guilty.”

As soon as Thomas was found guilty,
Peim ordered him held on $100,000
bail at the Union County jail pending
sentencing. Thomas had been sus-
pended from the police department
without pay following his arrest.
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Fanwood/Westfield
Cardiology Receives
ACR Accreditation

FANWOOD – Fanwood/Westfield
Cardiology in Fanwood, N.J. has been
awarded a three-year term of accredi-
tation in nuclear cardiology as the
result of a recent survey by the Ameri-
can College of Radiology (ACR).
The ACR, headquartered in Reston,
Va., awards accreditation to facilities
for the achievement of high practice
standards after a peer-review evalua-
tion of the practice.

Evaluations are conducted by
board-certified physicians and medi-
cal physicists who are experts in the
field. They assess the qualifications
of the personnel and the adequacy of
facility equipment. The surveyors
report their findings to the ACR’s
Committee of Accreditation, which
subsequently provides the practice
with a comprehensive report.

The ACR is a national organization
serving more than 32,000 diagnostic
and interventional radiologists, ra-
diation oncologists and nuclear medi-
cine and medical physicists, with pro-
grams focusing on the practice of
medical imaging and radiation on-
cology and the delivery of compre-
hensive health care services. For more
information, contact MaryAnn
Hansen at (908) 889-1900.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Rotary Club to Honor
Mr. Wussler at Dinner
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in-
vites the public to attend a dinner in
honor of Scotch Plains’ Don Wussler
on Wednesday, June 2, at The
Westwood in Garwood. Mr. Wussler
has been nominated as the club’s
volunteer of the year.

His most visible achievement is
the clock in front of the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building honor-
ing Korean War veterans. Mr.
Wussler has been a Lions Club
member since 1954, a youth-sports
activist and stalwart of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and the St.
Bartholomew Academy in Scotch
Plains.

The dinner honoring Mr. Wussler
will begin with an open-bar cock-
tail hour at 6:30 p.m., followed by
dinner at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $50
per person and can be purchased at
the door or mailed to F-SP Rotary,
P.O. Box 26, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
To make a reservation, contact Andy
Calamaras at dimarc@att.net or
(908) 322-2350.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 11, Min Zheng, 53, of

Westfield was arrested on the 600 block
of West North Avenue and charged with
shoplifting. She was processed and re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Tuesday, May 11, a Westfield resident
turned in a Bank of America debit card to
Westfield police headquarters. The card
was found in the area of a Lincoln Plaza
bank. The issuing bank was contacted
and said it would notify the owner of the
card. Westfield police headquarters held
the card for safekeeping.

Tuesday, May 11, a Westfield juvenile
and his parent came to Westfield police
headquarters to report the theft of a BMX-
style, Columbia brand bicycle from the
bicycle rack at Edison Intermediate
School on Rahway Avenue, along with
the chain securing the bicycle to the rack.
The following day, the victim contacted
Westfield police to report that the bicycle
had been found.

Wednesday, May 12, Damian
Williamson, 33, of Elizabeth was arrested
on a Scotch Plains warrant in the amount
of $296. He was turned over to Scotch
Plains authorities.

Wednesday, May 12, a resident of the
400 block of Rahway Avenue reported a
burglary, which is believed to have oc-
curred between 5 p.m. on May 11 and 4:12
p.m. on May 12. The victim told authori-
ties that she returned home and observed
that her apartment had been ransacked. At
the time of the report, she was unable to
determine exactly what had been stolen.

Thursday, May 13, Nelson A. Condor,
34, of Orange was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters, where he responded
to satisfy an outstanding Westfield war-
rant in the amount of $100. He posted bail
and was released.

Thursday, May 13, Glen Clisham, 31,
of North Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
in Scotch Plains and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana). He was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, May 15, Enoch Paragulla,
21, of Edison was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill Road
and Raritan Road and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, May 15, Chelsea A. Smith, 22,
of South Plainfield was arrested following
an investigation at Lamberts Mill Road and
Raritan Road and charged with DWI. She
was released on her own recognizance to a
responsible adult.

Monday, May 17, Darell W. Linton,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on a Westfield
warrant in the amount of $250. He posted
bail and was released from Westfield
police headquarters.

Monday, May 17, Akeem Noray, 19,
of Westfield was arrested on the 1100
block of Rahway Avenue on a
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$600. He was processed and turned over
to Mountainside authorities.

Scotch Plains
Monday, May 10, a student at the

Hillcrest Academy reported that some-
one removed her iPod, valued at approxi-
mately $150, from her desk.

Wednesday, May 12, a resident of Emil
Place reported that someone entered her
home through a window and removed
multiple televisions, valued at approxi-
mately $700.

Wednesday, May 12, a resident of Hill
Road reported that his neighbor has been
harassing him by leaving him telephone
messages and notes complaining about dif-
ferent things wrong with the victim’s house.

Wednesday, May 12, Damian
Williamson, 33, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, May 13, Reginald
Williamson, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with distribution of
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) was found. Williamson was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, May 14, a resident of East Sec-
ond Street reported that someone broke
the side window of her motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of her house.

Friday, May 14, Scott Wojcio, 25, of
Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested and charged
with distribution of marijuana and acid
after a motor vehicle stop, at which time the
CDS was discovered. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, May 14, Innocent Anyanwu, 36,
of Rochelle Park was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Friday, May 14, Derrick Banner, 20, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, May 15, Chazz Richardson,
27, of Hillside was arrested on an out-

standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Monday, May 17, Darell Linton, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, May 12, Charles B.

McCartney, 31, of Linden was arrested
for a violation of a court order. According
to police, he failed to appear in court on
multiple occasions and was remanded to
the Union County jail to serve 10 days.

Wednesday, May 12, an individual came
into police headquarters to report that she
lost her wallet, described as a black, leather
Gucci wallet with a large G on the snap, at
a Route 22 theater. According to police,
the victim stated that she left the wallet on
the concession stand counter and when she
returned to get it, the wallet was missing
and could not be located. The victim was
advised to contact the proper authorities in
order to get replacements for missing iden-
tification cards.

Thursday, May 13, a resident of Camelot
Court reported that she was out of her
residence most of the day and left the front
door unlocked, and when she returned, she
noticed her son’s laptop, described as a
Sony Vaio with multiple stickers on it, was
missing. According to police, a neighbor
saw an unfamiliar motor vehicle, described
as a silver, VW Jetta, parked in the drive-
way around noon, and believes the owner
of the vehicle resides in Scotch Plains.

Friday, May 14, a resident came into
police headquarters to report that some-
one had used her credit card without her
authorization to make $320 worth of
fraudulent purchases in Holly Spring,
N.C. According to police, the victim can-
celed the credit card.

Saturday, May 15, Christopher E.
Ratliff, 26, of Irvington was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, May 12, Mekeda McCoy,

20, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing police with false docu-
ments, and on outstanding warrants out
of North Plainfield, after a motor vehicle
stop on the 100 block of South Avenue.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail, which was set at $1,700.

Wednesday, May 12, Heleo Torres,
20, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
Rahway warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, May 13, Betsy Freeman, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Mansfield
Township. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, May 13, Trina Lamb, 41, of
The Bronx, N.Y. was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding war-
rant out of Deptford. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, May 14, Monique Porter, 47, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
refusal to submit to a breath test after an
officer on routine patrol saw her sleeping
behind the wheel of her motor vehicle at a
traffic light at the intersection of Terrill
Road and South Avenue.

According to police, Porter failed mul-
tiple sobriety tests at the scene and was
transported to police headquarters, where
she refused to submit a breath sample.
She was processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult pending a court date.

Friday, May 14, an employee at a South
Martine Avenue store reported that a white
male, in his 20s, approximately five feet,
11 inches tall, and weighing 185 pounds,
attempted to make a purchase with a coun-
terfeit $20 bill. According to police, the
employee handed the counterfeit bill back
to the suspect, who then fled the scene.
Authorities were unable to locate him.

Sunday, May 16, Anthony Strickland,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding warrant out of Seaside Heights.
He was released after posting bail.

Curtis Stroud, 30, of Plainfield, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was found to have an
outstanding Plainfield warrant and also was
arrested. Stroud was processed and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, May 17, Gary Jones, 49, of
Plainfield was arrested following a field
investigation on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. He was processed and turned
over to Plainfield police headquarters.

Monday, May 17, Mark McNelis, 50,
of Garwood was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding Elizabeth warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Monday, May 17, Aida Balladares, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.


