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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

County Communications Dir. Says,
‘Let’s Go To The Videotape’

Thanks to All Who Supported
Annual Garwood K of C Fundraiser

Council Should Restrict Hours of
Landscapers, Eliminate Gas Blowers

Will State Govt. Follow
NJ Transit’s Example?

Today, Great Britain’s new coalition
government cut its own pay by 5 percent.
In March, NJ Transit chief James
Weinstein cut his own salary and the
salaries of his executives by 5 percent.

I had never heard of Mr. Weinstein
before seeing this news, but he now has
my greatest admiration. His actions speak
far more than calls of “sharing the pain,”
while refusing to renew the marginal tax
for families making more than $400,000.

Laid-off teachers and state employees
will take 100-percent pay cuts. Will our
governor and his executives, the presi-
dents of Rutgers and UMDNJ and other
well-paid state administrators follow Mr.
Weinstein’s good example?

Melissa Rogers
Westfield

Morris Knew WSO Was Good But
Now Says Group is ‘World-Class’

Testing Students More Would Have
A ‘Detrimental’ Effect on Towns

Freeholders OK $11-million Hike
In Health Care; Isn’t This Wrong?
We were astounded last week at the Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders meeting when we
noticed that health care costs for county employees
are rising 34 percent – from $34 million to $45
million – and that no action is being taken to prevent
this outlandish increase. The bill is just being passed
on to the property owners of the 21 towns in the
county. Of course, the dollar increase was not dis-
closed at the meeting. We had to dig it up.

At 2,800 county employees – with retirees bring-
ing the total to 3,493 – the cost is almost $13,000 per
employee! – And this doesn’t add in the additional
cost of about $9 million for their prescription pro-
gram. Isn’t “Obama Care” only $1,800 per person?

Imagine the impact coming to property owners in
the various towns. From Westfield’s perspective, as
the town pays 10 percent of the county bills, the
increase being passed on is $1.1 million; the total
cost to Westfield residents for county employee
health care and prescriptions will be $5.3 million.
Just this alone equals the entire cost for the Town of
Westfield to run its police department. Westfield
property owners are to pay a total of $28 million to
the county this year – up from $25 million.

Many residents ask, “$28 million? For what?”

Businesses and their employees each year encoun-
ter the same problems with health care cost in-
creases. To keep costs within reason, employers and
employees make adjustments to the coverage,
deductibles and co-pays while shopping around with
various providers. Ultimately, adjustments are made
to deal with matters in a reasonable way and at an
affordable cost.

Apparently, this is not part of the “modus oper-
andi” in county government. The same disease af-
flicts school systems and state government. They
just open your checkbook and tell you the amount to
write. There is no recourse. If you don’t pay, they
foreclose, seize your home and sell it at a sheriff’s
sale.

We feel there is concurrence with this morass from
insurance companies and wonder about how big the
commission checks are for the brokers of the insur-
ance for the county and other government entities.

We believe the county must do much more to get
itself under control and stop reaching so deep into
the taxpayers’ pockets.

There are many unanswered questions. What can
citizens do? We don’t know. When will it end?

Isn’t this just all wrong?

I recently read a letter in your paper
[The Westfield Leader] that Tina Renna
wrote about her public appearance before
the Freeholder Board in which she
launched into a temper tantrum laced
with profane language and epithets.

For the record, during the meeting, Ms.
Renna was asked by Freeholder [Dan]
Sullivan, “Is it true you are also a candidate
for public office?” Ms. Renna misstated
this question in her letter, and I wanted to
make sure your readers read the truth.

Not only did Ms. Renna refuse to an-
swer this question about her candidacy
and be fully transparent, but she immedi-
ately launched into the profane outburst –
the highlights of which [sent to your
newspaper for posting] are now available
to your readers on goleader.com. Hours
after the meeting, Ms. Renna also made

public a video of herself acting out in
which she continued to spew profanities
and make personal attacks.

While it is truly sad and pathetic to
watch Ms. Renna and those of her ilk who
comport themselves in such an unprofes-
sional and self-destructive manner in
public, it is sadder to note that their ac-
tions continue to poison the well of public
debate in this country while drowning out
the voices of those who do so in a courte-
ous and rational manner.

Sebastian D’Elia
Communications Director

County of Union

Editor’s Note: Mr. D’Elia provided
the video clip referenced, which can be
viewed at www.goleader.com/ballyhoo -
the latest edition.

The Garwood Knights of Columbus
would like to thank everyone who do-
nated to our annual fundraiser for men-
tally challenged citizens the weekend of
May 1 and 2. Your generosity resulted in
$5,260 being collected by our members
within the Borough of Garwood.

Please know that the entire amount
collected is donated to the following lo-
cal organizations: the Garwood Public
School Pre-K Handicap Program, Union
County Special Olympics, ARC of Union
County, Union County Department of
Human Services’ Union County Day
Training Center in Scotch Plains, New
Jersey State Special Olympics and Catho-
lic Charities Special Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and support:

Rev. Richard A. Villanova, pastor of The
Roman Catholic Church of St. Anne, and
the parishioners, Kings store manager
Donna Carroll, ShopRite store manager
Joe Barbato, PathMark store manager
Vincent Telesco, Quick Chek store man-
agers Chris DiCapua, and Michael
Montalto, and Dunkin Donuts marketing
manager Evy Ronquillo.

In closing, our thanks again to all of
our council members, their families and
our friends of the Garwood Knights of
Columbus who volunteered the many
hours in collecting that made this very
worthy fundraiser in helping the less for-
tunate a great success.

Michael Washleski,
Keith Gallagher

Garwood Knights of Columbus

To everyone who contributed so much
to the Westfield Symphony Gala, thank
you. Saturday, May 1, was truly a magi-
cal evening at the Echo Lake Country
Club, where a capacity crowd of support-
ers turned out and joined in a collective
hurrah for the cultural jewel that is the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra – our fully
professional, world-class local orchestra.

Particular thanks are due Mary Beth
Phillips, the gala chairwoman, Debby
Burslem, the auction chair, and the other
members of the gala committee for plan-
ning and executing one of the most enjoy-
able and entertaining events in recent
memory.

I found the variety, pacing and style of
the evening struck an ideal balance of
charms. Rather than extended speeches
and auctioneering marathons, we were
graced with a classical violin duo, a Broad-
way singer and an outstanding dance

band, along with the inimitable N.J. As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick, who reprised
his role as auctioneer.

The gala spirit continued into the final
concert of the season, on May 8, at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. There,
another full house heard rousing perfor-
mances of two awe-inspiring and power-
ful classics: Xian’s Yellow River Cantata
(featuring Chinese choruses from New
York and New Jersey ) and Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9.

I knew the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra was very, very good, but this
season demonstrated that our local gem is
world-class. I would especially urge the
uninitiated to plan to experience the rare
magic of the WSO at the soonest oppor-
tunity.

Maria Morris
Westfield

In regard to the Governor’s newest
suggestions for changes in the law, I
would like to point out that the proposi-
tion to test our students even more than
they are already tested will have a very
detrimental financial effect on our towns.
The cost of the tests is astronomical; it
will be many millions of dollars to hire
more people to construct more tests, pub-
lish the tests, ship the tests and correct
and tally the results of the tests. Those
people will constitute an expanded indus-
try, which will receive tax dollars instead
of giving those same tax dollars to schools
or programs.

In addition, the people who construct
the tests will be unlikely to have punitive
accountability, and their industry will not
be capped. Therefore, the expense of the

testing can rise exponentially as time goes
on. A certain amount of testing is fine.
However, so far, the only subjects being
tested are math, science and language arts.
If the state ties merit pay to test results,
who will want to teach physical education,
art, music, drama, forensics, journalism,
basic skills, special education, ESL, com-
puters, technology, world languages, his-
tory and other offerings?

If testing for these areas is developed,
please refer to the beginning of the letter
where cost of the tests is referenced. In
addition, the amount of class time lost to
testing also increases with every test ex-
perience.

Kathleen Zippler
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to the Westfield Town Council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

I write to express my dismay that lawn-
maintenance services and landscaping
companies have taken over our town and
are destroying the quality of life in
Westfield.

The first issue is that the current town
ordinance allows them to turn on their
noisy and boisterous machines seven days
a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the
week and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on week-
ends. There is not one day of rest from
their incessant and stress-inducing noises,
gas fumes and dust storms they create.
The ordinance should limit machine use
to between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on weekdays
and prohibit weekend services entirely.

The second issue is lax enforcement of
the ordinance. Lawn-service companies
frequently start at 7:15 a.m. and continue
up to 9 p.m. My own attempts to ask
violators to comply with the ordinance or
to ask the police for support has met with
complete indifference and stiff resistance.

The third issue is that the noise and gas
fumes are a significant health threat to
your own health and to the health of your
children and friends, and you are doing
nothing about it. One gas-powered leaf
blower can emit more noxious fumes into
the atmosphere in an hour than a Mack
truck does traveling 3,000 miles across
the country.

The fourth issue is that the lawn-main-
tenance companies act with reckless dis-
regard for the wellbeing of others. They
are resistant to and ignore simple re-
quests for any alteration of their set sched-
ules to accommodate a sporting event, a
first communion, a bar mitzvah, a wed-
ding, a graduation party or some other
gathering with no other purpose than to
enjoy the day. If asked, most of them turn
up their noses with indifference and con-
tinue to mow, hack and blow on.

The fifth issue is that these service
companies park their huge trucks and
trailers at the corners of dangerous inter-
sections, including in school zones at the
heaviest traffic times, blocking the view
of drivers trying to make safe turns. One
more reason to have them start at 9 a.m.
instead of 8 a.m.

The sixth issue is that most of them
employ non-English-speaking workers.
While there is nothing wrong with indi-
viduals who don’t speak English, it does
make it difficult when one tries to point
out that they are presenting danger to
others, and they look back at you with
complete bewilderment.

In light of the aforementioned, I re-
quest the town council take the following
actions:

Begin immediately to enforce the cur-
rent ordinance and fine those who do not
comply.

Send a letter to all lawn-maintenance
companies reminding them of their civic
duty and asking them to comply with the
ordinance and to respect the town, its
citizens and the health of all, including
their own families.

Appoint a committee to study the pro-
cess and conclusions that led towns like
Montclair to impose the strictest “no-
noise” rules in the country and to ban the
use of gas-powered blowers.

Place this issue on the town council
agenda and hold public hearings on the
matter.

Pass a tougher ordinance that restrict
services from 9 to 5 on weekdays only.

Increase the penalties for violators of
the ordinance (current or future).

Designate a point person responsible
for filing charges against violators.

Initiate a 7 a.m to 9 p.m. hotline to
handle complaints.

Assess a tax on lawn services to fi-
nance all of the above, which can be
passed on to the payers of lawn services.

It is time that the lawn-services com-
panies realize that it is a privilege with
obligations and not just a right to operate
in our town. Further, such leadership on
the part of the council will put our town
squarely in the inexorable national trend
toward safer and healthier ways to keep
our lawns and neighborhoods pleasant
and attractive. As such, I hereby request
that you act boldly to improve the quality
of life and health of the town’s citizens by
addressing this issue now and with con-
viction.

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

County School Supt.
Remarks ‘Outlandish’
Editor’s Note: This letter was copied

to Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy
and Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan.

*****
In an article in the May 6, 2010 edition

of The Westfield Leader, Carmen
Centuolo, Union County Superintendent
of Schools, attending the roundtable dis-
cussion at the Union County College in
Cranford, is quoted as saying, “If I live in
Garwood, I don’t want my students riding
with someone from the eastern half of the
county. And that’s the reality.” As a resi-
dent of Garwood, I was completely dis-
mayed by Ms. Centuolo’s public remarks,
and I demand a public apology on behalf
of all the good citizens of Garwood. How
can a county official make such a ridicu-
lous and outlandish remark about
Garwood and, by extension, any other
town in the “western half of the county?”

The Garwood Town Council should
also require Ms. Centuolo to attend a town
council meeting and explain her remarks
and demand her resignation if she does not
supply a satisfactory explanation.

Gino Jannotti
Garwood

Editor’s Note: County school superin-
tendent Ms. Centuolo works for the NJ
Dept. of Education, not for the county.

What’s Governor Christie’s Vision
For The State’s ‘Black Hole?’

OK, New Jersey Governor Chris Christie declared
a 4-percent cap on property tax increases this year
and funneled available state aid money to failed
towns. State aid to responsible towns and schools
was cut to nothing. The cap was a soft one that had
many leaks.

He called for voters to defeat school budgets in
districts in which teachers did not agree to a wage
freeze. The voters defeated 58 percent of the bud-
gets, yet town councils essentially approved the
school budgets anyway with minimal cuts. Nothing
has been resolved, and future planning is in chaos.
Property taxes will not go down, and towns are
facing infrastructure damage.

Now, Governor Christie is calling for a “hard cap
of 2.5 percent” as an amendment to the state consti-
tution. We asked for written details of this plan but
were told it is not available yet in writing.

We believe the Governor’s goal to bring property
taxes under control is essential, but we can’t under-
stand his vision of where matters will end up – nor do

we think the “real ills” of the system are being
addressed. As example, a failed school system, Union
City, laments about not getting enough state money
while they spend $23,000 per student. Westfield
spends about $16,000 per student and has been shut
off from state aid.

Income and sales taxes were invoked in New
Jersey in the past to solve school funding. This has
failed, and the money goes into a black hole of
malfeasance and exploitation – often criminal as
well. Westfield residents pay perhaps $100 million
in income tax to the state black hole and get nothing
in return. Now, Westfield may be told it can’t spend
its money either for town services – it seems totally
destructive.

All this sounds as illogical as “Obamageddon.”
Governor Christie needs to tell people in towns

like Westfield and others in the area when he’s going
to plug the black hole. We hope to hear of his plan –
it’s just as urgent as BP plugging the black hole in the
Gulf.

South Avenue Plans
Present Safety Issues
Editor’s Note: The following letter was

sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
members of the Town Council, Town
Engineer Chris McAloon and Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea.

*****
Back in October of 2009, I expressed

my concerns about the construction plans
for South Avenue.

This morning [May 6], at about 8:20
a.m., I saw that construction was proceed-
ing on the installation of three new cross-
walks at the intersection of South Avenue
and Boulevard. At that time, they had com-
pleted the removal of the asphalt from the
crosswalk across Boulevard and were about
halfway through the excavation of the cross-
walk on the west side of the intersection.

Mr. McAloon and the [town council’s]
Public Safety Committee had agreed with
me that only two should be installed,
eliminating the one proposed on the west
side of the intersection. This crosswalk is
now directly in the path of the right-turn-
only exit from the lot, creating a hazard-
ous condition.

Additionally, why was this project
scheduled to begin during rush hour? I do
subscribe to the town e-mail alert system,
and I can assure you that I did not receive
notice that this project was scheduled for
today. While South Avenue is a county
road, the Union County website indicates
that the only construction in Westfield
involves Central Avenue. These two
projects occurring in the same area at the
same time are not conducive to the free
flow of traffic. Better coordination of
future projects would be advised.

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vanglo – The West Indian name for

sesame
2. Dicastery – In ancient Athens, a

court of justice
3. Vansire – A small, weasel-like ani-

mal of Madagascar
4. Rapparee – A plunderer or robber

DEAURATE
1. To put on a pedestal; adore
2. Having a golden color
3. In mining, the process of removing,

filtering or separating gold from its impu-
rities

4. To convert or change the character
GOMPHIASIS

1. Looseness of the teeth
2. Constant wateriness of the eyes
3. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
4. The state of being afflicted with

boils
DAYSMAN

1. A doorman or valet
2. An umpire or mediator
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A small suitcase

POCOSIN
1. A carefree person
2. A mountain retreat or resort
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A tobacco or money pouch


