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New projections from the non-par-
tisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) show that the new health care
law will cost an additional $115 bil-
lion over the next 10 years:

The new estimates from the non-
partisan CBO showing an additional
$115 billion in cost confirms what
many members of Congress have
known all along — the new health
care law was unaffordable and rushed
through the legislative process under
faulty pretenses.

Now, more than ever, we need to
work to repeal this unaffordable mea-
sure and replace it with fiscally re-
sponsible health care solutions that
lower the cost of health insurance.

I was the first member of the New
Jersey congressional delegation to call
for a repeal of the health care law and
replace it with sensible health care
reform proposals. These reforms in-
clude allowing insurance to be sold
across state lines, establishing high-
risk insurance pools, limiting frivo-
lous lawsuits and prohibiting insur-
ance companies from discriminating
on the basis of pre-existing condi-
tions.

The new CBO report comes on the
heels of last month’s report from Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s chief actuary
of the Centers for Medicare and Med-

icaid Services (CMS), which found
that the new health care law actually
increases national health care costs
over the next 10 years by $311 bil-
lion.

CMS also determined that the new
law will force more than seven mil-
lion seniors off their current Medi-
care coverage while jeopardizing
employer-sponsored health care cov-
erage.

These new estimates combined with
a reckless spending agenda in Wash-
ington could put the United States on
course for a Greek-type economic
collapse. If we do not take immediate
steps to cut out-of-control federal
spending and reduce our national debt,
we will run the risk of a Greek-type
economic meltdown.

We are spending one-half more than
we are taking in this year with a
projected budget shortfall of $1 tril-
lion over the next 10 years. And like
Greece, we are cooking the books by
hiding the cost of bailout mortgage
giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.

Barring a dramatic change in the
way Washington does its business,
the United States could ultimately
find itself where Greece is today.

Rep. Lance represents the Seventh
Congressional District, which in-
cludes parts of Union County.

VISITING THE CAPITAL…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), bottom in center,
recently met with over 70 eighth-grade students from Mountainside’s Deerfield
School on the steps of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., to discuss his
job as a lawmaker and then answered questions from the students. The 74
Mountainside students were in Washington to learn about government and tour
many historical attractions in the nation’s capital. Deerfield Principal Bob
Phillips helped organize the trip.

Eliminating Federal Education Dept.
Would Decrease Deficit By $78 Billion

By Lon Hosford
 Republican Candidate for Congress

How can Congress both improve
American education and reduce the
federal budget? Eliminate the Fed-
eral Department of Education.

In 1976, President Jimmy Carter
signed the Federal Department of
Education into law, consolidating leg-
islation back to Lyndon Johnson’s
1965 Title I. It passed Congress by a
narrow vote. The National Education
Association (NEA) and the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers lobbied
Congress heavily for the legislation.
Carter’s promise to create the depart-
ment made him the first candidate
ever endorsed by the NEA.

Congress stopped President Ronald
Reagan’s attempt to close the Depart-
ment of Education in 1982. Alarmist
reports about American education’s
risk of poor results thwarted his at-
tempt. Has the Department of Educa-
tion mitigated those risks in 30 years?

The Department of Education’s main
function is redistributing tax money to
K-12 schools and to higher education.
Every President since Reagan has ex-
panded this function. In 2009, the de-
partment will spend $667 for every
household, for a total of $78 billion.

What does it do with the money? It
pays 4,100 federal workers’ salaries
plus the cost of their offices. They
enforce 2,050 pages of regulations to
distribute what is left over.

Has K-12 school performance im-
proved? Although we have increased
federal subsidies every year since 1965,
math and reading scores are flatlined.
The National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress scores for students near
high school graduation reveal a negli-
gible increase in math and impercep-
tible increase in reading.

Why is college tuition so high?
Federal subsidies to higher education
have artificially inflated tuition costs
and created an oversupply of students
not serious about attending college.
We have a 56 percent graduation rate
for four-year colleges and billions of
dollars in student loan defaults. That
is an F grade.

There are many dubious educa-
tional earmarks. These appear to pro-
vide elected officials ribbon-cutting
opportunities for campaign reelec-
tion press coverage. Consider the
$1,915,934 City University of New
York Charlie Rangel Center for Pub-
lic Service. Other questionable edu-
cational earmarks include sports and
leisure programs. College students spend

more hours each day for these functions
than hours on their education.

What happens when we abolish the
federal Department of Education? K-
12 autonomy is returned to states,
local communities and parents, where
they can innovate and improve per-
formance. Great ideas like school
choice can flourish. Restrictive fed-
eral administrative overhead ends.
Colleges will have to drop bloated
tuition costs to compete for a smaller
pool of serious students. The cheaper
tuition is then paid by more efficient
funding sources such as personal sav-
ings, banks and charitable organiza-
tions. The federal budget deficit is
decreased by $78 billion, and we can
apply it to reducing the national debt.
Earmarks and the concomitant cor-
ruption are gone.

The federal Department of Educa-
tion is an expensive monopolistic
middleman providing no benefit to
education. Instead, it is fraught with
fraud, bloats education costs and adds
layers of overhead. It creates uncon-
stitutional regulations, failed results
and perpetuates its own existence
through failure. It is time to abolish
the federal Department of Education.
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PRIMARY FIGHT...Republican Congressional candidate Bruce Baker is joined,
from left to right, by his daughters Jill, Kathy and Leigh, as well as his wife, Judy,
at a May 13 fundraiser at 141 South – Italian American Grille – in Union.

Congressional Term Limits Would
Bring Accountability Back to Wash.

By Bruce Baker
Republican Candidate for Congress

“Power corrupts; absolute power
corrupts absolutely.” ~ Lord Acton

We are witnessing the disintegra-
tion of our republic at all levels, with
legislatures that are composed prima-
rily of a political class of career politi-
cians whose primary interest is getting
reelected, not necessarily doing what
is best for our country. This was not
always the case. For most of the first
200 years of our country, legislatures
were comprised of “Citizen” legisla-
tors, who often spent only a few years
in Congress before returning to civil-

ian life. During this period, re-election
rates were about 50 percent for incum-
bents. Since then, reelection rates have
soared to over 90 percent, and in 2004,
it was 99 percent.

These figures mean that it usually
takes death or criminal conviction
(scandal alone is insufficient to un-
seat most incumbents) to breathe new
life into a long-held seat. Re-election
rates in the high 90 percent range
means that, for all intents and pur-
poses, career politicians have
achieved a degree of immortality. And
immortality breeds a lack of account-
ability. Simply put, a member of Con-
gress who can’t be defeated is not
accountable to his/her constituency.
This is the primary reason why Con-
gressional term limits are needed.

Other good reasons for term limits are:
They would reduce the power of

staff, bureaucracies and special inter-
est lobbies; they would break ties to
special interests; they would down-
grade power of seniority and favor
meritocracy; they would increase
competition and bring new voices
and visions to the political conversa-
tion; they would return us to a “Citi-
zen” Congress that our Founding Fa-
thers intended. Reasonable Term Lim-
its would be: House of Representa-
tives – three or four two-year terms;
Senate – two six-year terms.

If elected, I pledge to pursue a Con-
stitutional Amendment for the above
term limits, and I challenge incumbent
Leonard Lance to do the same.

Bramnick Gets Award
From Small Businesses

TRENTON – Assembly Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is among
five state legislators in New Jersey
who have earned 100 percent voting
records and who have been presented
with “Guardian of Small Business”
awards by the National Federation of
Independent business.
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