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Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
RAISING FUNDS...Pictured at a Union County Republican Committee dinner
and comedy night fundraiser last Thursday at the Kenilworth VFW are, from left
to right, Rudy Cammarota of Kenilworth, Berkeley Heights Council members
Craig Pastore and Elaine Perna, and Union County Freeholder candidate Elyse
Bochicchio Medved of Rahway.

County’s Golf Revenue Up
$132,000 From 2008 Figures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The opening of the
new driving range at Union County’s
Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth appears to be paying some
dividends for the county.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations, said total revenue for the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping
Hill in Union and Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, was $848,000 as of May 12,
representing an increase of $132,000
for the same period in 2008 when the
county had three courses. Oak Ridge
in Clark was closed last year after
posting a $400,000 deficit.

Mr. Sanchez said the new driving
range at Galloping Hill is averaging
$1,200 per day, and he expects the
facility to hit a revenue stream of
$60,000 to $70,000 per month once the
range is expanded from 32 to 50 stalls.

During the public portion of
Thursday’s Union County Freehold-
ers meeting, Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson questioned a $58,500 in-
crease in the contract to Harbor Con-
sultants of Cranford for construction
management for the driving range at
Galloping Hill. The increase brings
the total contract to $228,500.

Mr. Paterson said the firm has “no
experience in golf-course design” and
that KemperSports, an Illinois-based
firm hired to operate the golf courses,
should be consulted on such matters.
Mr. Paterson said Harbor Consult-
ants “donates every year to the free-
holders’ political campaigns to the
tune of $15,000 to $18,000 per year.”

“In my humble opinion, this cer-
tainly crosses the line of impropriety
into the realm of possible corruption
in using taxpayer money to further
the private interests of a company
who, quid pro quo, donates to them.
This must stop,” he said.

County Manager George Devanney
said the project is for “putting a sec-
ond tier on the driving range.”

“This is an amendment to what Harbor
has already done,” Mr. Devanney said.

Mr. Sanchez added that the im-
provements include putting in stairs
and exterior lighting for the range
and for the parking lot, which also
will be extended.

On another parks-related matter,
the board approved a $670,258 grant
to J.A. Alexander, Inc. of Bloomfield
for the Lenape Park Bikeway Project.
A half-million dollars of the amount
is being funded through a Depart-
ment of Transportation grant. The
project is part of the East Coast
Greenway, a 3,000-mile trail con-
necting Canada to Key West, Fla. and
linking cities in between.

“The new path will enable bicy-
clists and pedestrians traveling along
the greenway to avoid utilizing
Kenilworth Boulevard…and instead
utilize a far safer route through Lenape
and Black Brook Parks,” Mr.
Devanney said.

He said the county also is working
with Mountainside to tie “together
the trail from Echo Lake Park to the
New Providence Road pathway by
cutting through the borough’s Com-
munity Pool complex.”

“The combination of the two
projects, when completed, will make
it possible for bicyclists and hikers to
go from the southern edge of the

Watchung Reservation to the eastern
edge of the Galloping Hill Golf Course
traveling a route that will be almost
entirely passing through county
parkland,” Mr. Devanney said.“We
believe it is an extremely important
and viable project.”

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to move forward with the
$495,000 acquisition of a half-acre of
land, located at 112 Park Drive, that
borders Nomahegan Park in Cranford.
The property includes a one-level,
single-family home, which will be
demolished. The county plans to ex-
tend the park by closing off Park
Drive, a dead-end street, where the
home currently sits, so that the public
does not have to walk in the street.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner, a
local builder, said he feels the county
is paying too much for the property.

“I know what a building lot goes for
that you can build on. This is not a lot
that one would want to build on. It is in
[a] flood plain,” Mr. Buettner said,
suggesting the county “play a little bit
more hardball (in negotiations), be-
cause that price ($495,000) is for a
price maybe two years ago. It’s prob-
ably worth about half that amount
now, for a lot that can’t be built on.”

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan
said the county received two appraisals
on the property, which the county used
to base its proposed purchase price.

Victoria Durbin Drake, director of
the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund,
said the owners, Robert and Diane
Rebimbas, had originally sought as
much as $1.2 million for the property.

The Rebimbas purchased the prop-
erty April 27, 2006 for $875,000.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Retired Justices Urge Christie
To Reappoint Judge Wallace

Eight retired New Jersey Supreme
Court justices released a statement last
week asking Governor Chris Christie to
reconsider his decision not to reappoint
Supreme Court Justice John Wallace.
Judge Wallace could serve another 22
months until he reaches the state’s man-
datory retirement age of 70 for judges,
according to northjersey.com.

“There is simply no question about
the intent of the framers of our Constitu-
tion: reappointment would be denied
only when a judge was deemed
unfit…That standard, embraced and
followed for more than 60 years, is
imbued with constitutional value,” ac-
cording to the letter.

Retired justices Robert Clifford, James
Coleman, Jr., Marie Garibaldi, Alan
Handler, Stewart Pollock, Deborah
Poritz, Gary Stein and James Zazzali
signed the letter.

Millionaires’ Tax Clears Senate
Panel; Christie Promises Veto

Legislation to impose a tax on mil-
lionaires has cleared the state Senate
Budget and Appropriations Committee.
Sponsored by Senate Majority Leader
Stephen Sweeney (D-West Deptford),
the bill would raise the rate of taxation
for those with taxable incomes over $1
million from 8.97 percent to 10.75 per-
cent. “This one-year increased rate would
equate to just 1.7 cents for each dollar of
income over $1 million,” according to
the text of the bill.

Governor Christie has said he would
veto the legislation if it reaches his desk.

Towns Trim School Budgets
Following Defeats at Polls

Municipal councils around the state
are cutting funds from defeated school
budgets. Point Pleasant Borough Coun-
cil, in a 3-2 tally, reduced its $10.64-
million school tax levy by $252,125.
Freehold Township cut its local school
budget by $749,000.  Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s budget was slashed by
$860,000 at a hearing Monday night.

Fifty-eight percent of school tax lev-
ies state-wide were defeated in last

UCC to Host Annual
Historic Pres. Conference

ELIZABETH – Historic preserva-
tion experts, architects and planners
from throughout the state will travel
to the campus of Union County Col-
lege in Elizabeth to convene the 2010
New Jersey Historic Preservation
Conference on Wednesday, June 2.

The conference is sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Elizabeth Development
Company, Crossroads of the Ameri-
can Revolution Association, New Jer-
sey chapters of American Planning
Association and American Institute
of Architects, Brick City Develop-
ment Corp. and more than a dozen
other sponsors.

“We appreciate that the New Jer-
sey Historic Trust chose Elizabeth –
one of the oldest cities in the United
States – for the site of this year’s
conference,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Daniel Sullivan, an
Elizabeth resident. “And we’re happy
to have the opportunity to showcase
Warinanco Park for our out-of-town
visitors.”

More than 300 people are expected
to attend sessions at the new Union
County College Elizabeth I. Kellogg
Building on West Jersey Street and

participate in tours of Midtown Eliza-
beth and Warinanco Park before a
reception at the early 20th century
Ritz Theater.

Under the theme “Sustainable Past
= Sustainable Future,” this year’s edu-
cational sessions and workshops are
designed for historic preservation
commissioners, planners, architects,
municipal officials, historians, ar-
chaeologists and landscape design-
ers. Among the dozen offerings are
sessions about heritage tourism de-
velopment, cultural diversity and his-
toric preservation, archaeology’s role
in architectural planning and park
design, the use of transfer of develop-
ment rights and interpretive tools for
museums and heritage sites.

Featured speakers will include
Robert Ivy, editor in chief of the
Architectural Record; Nancy D.
Kolb, former chief executive officer
of the Please Touch Museum in Phila-
delphia, and Donovan Rypkema,
from Place Economics, a Washing-
ton, D.C., economic development
consulting firm.

For more information about the
conference, visit
njhistoricpreservationconference.org.

month’s school election.
Mrs. DeCroce Earns $130,168

As DCA Deputy Commissioner
Updating information from a pre-

vious Peek at the Week  column: Betty
Lou DeCroce, the wife of Assembly
Minority Leader Alex DeCroce (R-
Morris Plains), is paid $130,168 in
her new post as deputy commissioner
in the New Jersey Department of
Consumer Affairs in the Christie Ad-
ministration. She was making $90,806
as Roxbury municipal clerk, accord-
ing to Lisa Ryan, a DCA spokes-
woman. Mrs. DeCroce has nearly 25
years in the state pension system.

Hunterdon Sheriff, Undersheriff
Indicted on Official Misconduct
Hunterdon County Sheriff Deborah

Trout and Undersheriff Michael
Russo, both Republicans, have been
indicted on official misconduct
charges, according to the Hunterdon
County Democrat. Russo is a candi-
date in the June 8 Republican Pri-
mary for Warren County Sheriff.
Former Sheriff’s Officer John Falat,
who resigned in December, was also
indicted.

Trout is alleged to have allowed
Russo to “supervise or oversee his
own background investigation” and
was charged with allowing former
sheriff’s investigator Greg Ezekian,
Jr. to be issued a county handgun
before he submitted an employment
application or had completed a crimi-
nal history background check.
Ezekian was later convicted of falsi-
fying his application for employment.

Turnpike Employees Cashed In
On $7.3 Mil. in Unused Sick Time
New Jersey Turnpike Authority

(NJTA) employees cashed in on more
than $7.2 million in unused sick time
and vacation time over the past two
years, according to The Record. The
paper said  data showed that in 2009,
630 out of 2,270 employees received
$1.83 million in unused vacation time.
The NJTA paid out a total of $7.25
million during 2008 and 2009 for
unused sick and vacation time.

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR
ON THE ENTIRE LINE.

FACTORY AUTHORIZED PR ICE REDUCTION

Save 35% - 50%
Plus an additional 10%
on every Shifman style in closeout covers only.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase 

the world’s finest mattress! Unparalleled comfort and quality 

have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 

1893. Shifman ultra-premium sets are entirely handmade 

in the USA featuring natural cotton upholstery, a unique 

hand-tufting technique, and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping.

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT •
NATURAL MATERIALS •

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY •

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 - 7623 
Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

10

DAYS

ONLY!

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149 $134
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249 $224

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $239 $215
FULL EA.PC. 600 $329 $296
QUEEN SET 1300 $699 $629
KING SET 2080 $1149$1034

JADE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 600 $329 $296
FULL EA.PC. 760 $419 $377
QUEEN SET 1670 $899 $809
KING SET 2590 $1399$1259

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 810 $449 $404
FULL EA.PC. 980 $539 $485
QUEEN SET 2170 $1199$1079
KING SET 3200 $1799$1619

Bramnick Supports
Removing Decals

For Teenage Drivers
WESTFIELD- Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) is co-
sponsoring legislation to remove the
red decal requirement recently en-
acted as part of Kyleigh’s Law.

“Requiring young drivers to display
a red sticker on their license plate is
unwise and potentially dangerous,”
said Mr. Bramnick, GOP Conference
Leader in the Assembly.

Mr. Bramnick is working with his
fellow legislators on A-2650, a bill that
would amend Kyleigh’s Law to re-
move the requirement that drivers with
a learner’s permit, examination permit,
and probationary license display the
red decal on their license plate.

Garwood Cancels
Bulk Waste Pickups

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood has announced that bulk gar-
bage pickups have been eliminated for
the reminder of 2010 for both sides of
town due to budget cuts. Pickups sched-
uled for June 26, July 29, September
24 and October 28 are cancelled. The
borough is addressing alternate meth-
ods to provide this service.

Residents are advised not to put
bulk materials out with household
trash, although residents can put regu-
lar household trash out  on these dates.
A revised schedule will be sent to
residents in the next several weeks.For
more information, call (908) 789-0710.


