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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST-PLACE FINISH…Adam Biner of Fanwood crosses the finish line to win
Saturday’s Westfield 5K race at Tamaques Park. The event also included a
separate 10-miler and Family Run.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood Officials Cut School Tax by $860,000

County Approves $11-Million Hike
In Health Premiums for Employees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Union County’s
health insurance premium for its
2,800 employees (and 650 retirees)
will jump $11 million, or 34 percent,
to $44.9 million come July 1 under a
new, one-year contract with Cigna,
the county’s insurance carrier.

Matthew Presutti of Brown &
Brown, the county’s insurance bro-
ker, told the freeholders last Thurs-
day that the increase was due to a
“surprisingly high number of very
high-level claims in such a short pe-
riod.” He said Brown & Brown looked
for lower rates but that the “renewal
price with Cigna was within a few
dollars of the next best offer.”

The contract includes a wellness
program, which Mr. Presutti said,
“will really help get the county’s

hands around the emerging diseases
and emerging claims, and try to limit
those as the years go on.”

Cigna replaced Horizon last year
after that carrier had sought increases
in the county’s premiums of between
9 and 12 percent. Cigna was given a
$33-million contract in 2009.

According to county spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia, the health package
is for 3,493 persons, which includes
employees and retirees. The county’s
workforce is 2,800.

In addition, the board approved a
$9.4-million contract with Medco Rx,
the county’s prescription plan, repre-
senting a 9-percent decrease from
last year.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a four-year contract, retroac-
tive to January 1, 2008, with park
maintenance workers. According to
Joseph Salamme, who handles labor
negotiations for the county, the agree-
ment involves 110 employees and
includes salary increases of 3 percent
in 2008 and 2011 and wage freezes in
2009 and 2010. In addition, current
employees will contribute 1.5 per-
cent of their salaries to health ben-
efits, with future employees contrib-
uting 2 and 3 percent, depending on
the type of coverage.

The board approved a resolution,
sponsored by Freeholder Al

Mirabella, seeking the restoration of
state funding for municipal public
libraries.

“Governor (Chris) Christie’s bud-
get, as introduced for Fiscal Year 2011,
would slash funding for statewide li-
brary programs by 100 percent,” ac-
cording to the board’s resolution.
“Funding for these programs has been
flat for most of the past 20 years. The
loss of these funds will trigger a loss of
$4.5 million in federal funds.”

In response, Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson suggested the board
use the money it spends on the annual
MusicFest concert instead on local
libraries.

Union Fire Chief Fred Fretz, the
county’s fire coordinator, supported
the board’s vote to accept three Ur-
ban Area Security Initiative Grants
from the federal government, total-
ing close to $370,000. One of those is
for $259,000, which will pay for 80
firefighters to receive advanced train-
ing for the Neptune foam system.
Another grant will be used to pur-
chase a second vessel for patrolling
the county’s waterfront. He said the
vessels also are equipped with
firefighting apparatus, noting it would
take a New York-based fireboat an
hour to reach Union County.

Chief Fretz said that after 9/11,

Township Council Okays
SPMC’s $67,280 Budget

Township Looks At Senior
Facility’s Financial Woes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is facing the question of
how much financial responsibility the
municipal government bears towards
the southside senior citizens housing
complex. At its conference meeting
on Tuesday, Councilman Kevin
Glover, the governing body’s liaison
to the facility, noted “some financial
concerns,” specifically a $150,000
revenue shortfall.

He said the council should strive to
“work in partnership” with the hous-
ing complex, adding that the facility
has a “structural problem” in that it
can’t raise its rental fees to too high a
level without risking losing tenants
to similar facilities elsewhere in the
area.

The senior housing complex’s
board of directors is being asked to
provide solutions to not only address
the immediate financial concerns but
also longer-term ways to “stay afloat,”
Mr. Glover said. He also said the
board sees the municipal government
as a “backstop” for any of the facility’s

financial woes.
Mayor Nancy Malool wondered

what the township “gets from having
[the facility] here,” noting that town-
ship residents do not receive prefer-
ential treatment for admittance and
that the facility pays no property taxes.
Noting that the complex was built
with a good deal of outside financing
and encouragement, she said the
township government “should be
looking to the state and federal gov-
ernments who helped fund it to keep
it afloat.”

Township manager Chris Marion
said the municipal government is “try-
ing to define what the township is
responsible for” in terms of the
facility’s financial difficulties.

Also at its conference meeting, the
council agreed to discuss soon a re-
vised lease for the Frazee House prop-
erty at the former Terry-Lou Zoo.
Mayor Malool said the original lease
between the township and the entity
refurbishing the house contained spe-
cific timelines for having certain
matters completed, and those mile-
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains township council, this week, ap-
proved the Scotch Plains Management
Corporation’s (SPMC) 2010 budget,
which will be earmarked primarily for
marketing and advertising efforts to boost
business in the commercial district.

At Tuesday’s public hearing on the
$67,280 budget, Mayor Nancy
Malool admitted there had been “dif-
ficulties” and “bumps in the road” in
the nearly two years since the ordi-
nance creating the SPMC was en-
acted but called the adoption of the
2010 budget “the real beginning of
the special improvement district.”

Addressing two local property own-
ers who expressed outright opposition
to the SPMC’s efforts, the mayor noted
that a professional manager,
FirsTEAManagement, had been hired
earlier this spring and told the skepti-
cal property owners that the improve-
ment district “is here, and it’s here to
stay.” She urged all business and prop-
erty owners to complete a survey that
FirsTEAM is distributing which asks
for their ideas and input.

“The special improvement district
has a new life,” the mayor said, point-
ing to FirsTEAM and its president,
David Biagini, who spoke briefly at
the public hearing and outlined some
of the efforts being planned for the

remainder of this year. He said the
focus would be more on direct mar-
keting and less on special events,
which he said would be handled more
by the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association. SPMC
plans to distribute a magazine to all
township residents in the summer
containing a directory of all busi-
nesses. He also said that Scotch Plains
will take part in a real estate vacancy
directory that will apprise businesses
around the state seeking to relocate
of available vacant commercial space
in Scotch Plains.

Addressing those owners skeptical
of the SPMC, Mr. Biagini asked that,
“you give us a chance.”

Councilman Kevin Glover, who
opposed the SPMC’s creation in 2008,
said “an earnest effort has been made”
to correct what he felt were deficien-
cies in its original structure, and he
told doubtful property owners they
“need to give it a real chance.”

SPMC has cash on hand of about
$67,000 from the $400-per-property
assessments in 2008 and 2009, a sum
that will essentially cover this year’s
budget. Assessments for the first half
of this year have already been billed,
totaling about $32,000. As a result,
the $200-per-property billings for the
second half of 2010 will be canceled,
and SPMC will thus carry over about
$34,480 into next year.
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Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCHOOL TAX MEETING...Fanwood and Scotch Plains officials meet with school officials in a public meeting Monday
night at the high school to decide on the school tax levy. Pictured, left to right, are: photo 1, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Fanwood Councilman Russell Huegel; photo 2, Scotch Plains Councilwoman Mary DePaola, Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool and Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti; photo 3, school business administrator Anthony Del Sordi and
superintendent Margaret Hayes; photo 4, BOE president Trip Whitehouse plus citizens in photos 5 and 6.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GATHERING...Fanwood and Scotch Plains town officials and school officials take their positions Monday night
during a public meeting at the high school to decide the school tax levy.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHECKING THINGS OUT...The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad kicked off Res-
cue Squad Week by hosting an open house at its Bartle Avenue headquarters last
Sunday.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood Councils
Cut $860,000 from School Tax

By TOM S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During a spe-
cial joint meeting Monday of the may-
ors and councils of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, it was
announced that $860,000 would be cut
from the 2010-2011 school budget that
was defeated by voters last month.

Designed to inform members of the
public of cuts that would be made from
the budget, the meeting was held in the
auditorium of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

On April 20, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood voters defeated the $77.3-
million tax levy in support of the $81-
million budget by a tally of 3,210 to
2,512. The new school tax levy will be
$76.5 million.

Board members and the two mayors
emphasized that no teachers would be
laid off as a result of this decision and

that they would only cut “around the
edges” without affecting what goes on
in the classroom.

The middle school athletic programs,
deemed unnecessary due to the fact
that the municipalities themselves pro-
vide sports teams for children of that
age, were terminated, saving $100,000.
Among other cuts were $26,000 in
administrative salaries, $29,000 in so-
cial worker salaries, $45,000 in Basic
Skills, $55,000 from the Child Study
Team and delaying roof repairs to save
$200,000.

“School budgets are very different
than municipal budgets, and we thought
we could use some additional under-
standing,” Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool explained, introducing Anthony
Novembre, an outside consultant hired
by the councils of both municipalities.

Mr. Novembre has held positions as
educational auditor for the New Jersey
Department of Education, business

administrator/board secretary for the
Middlesex County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools and county superintendent
of Somerset County, as well as having
served as the superintendent of various
school districts across Middlesex and
Mercer counties.

He met with both governing bodies
and BOE on May 13 to decide what, if
anything, would be cut from the bud-
get.

Mr. Novembre, whose services cost
each municipality $2,000, told the au-
dience, “We had a two-prong
objective…we would not leave the
room until we agreed on a dollar amount
to be reduced, [and we] would not
leave the room until we all agreed what
would be cut.”

Without the budget reduction, Scotch
Plains residents would have seen a
$299 property tax increase on a home
assessed at $122,400, and Fanwood
residents would have seen a $422 in-
crease on a home assessed at $84,595.
The BOE said it would not appeal the
cut.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Times that the cut will lower the
average tax increase in her borough by
$72, to a $350 increase over 2009.
Residents will pay an average school
tax of $6,403, out of a total bill of
$10,287. The municipal portion is
$2,148; the county’s is $1,734.

“It was probably one of the most
difficult processes I’ve gone through in
[my] seven years [as mayor],” Mayor
Mahr said.

Officials fielded heated comments
from members of the audience after
Mayor Mahr opened up the meeting for
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.


