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UCPAC to Present
Spoken Hand Percussion

RAHWAY – On Saturday, May 15,
the Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) will present Spoken
Hand Percussion Orchestra. The after-
noon will begin at 3 p.m. with an inter-
active workshop for families (registra-
tion required) followed by a live public
concert at 7 p.m..

Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra
is a high-energy hand-drumming en-
semble unifying four traditional drum-
ming cultures — Afro-Cuban bata,
Afro-Brazilian samba, North Indian
tabla and West African djembe.

Co-directed by Daryl Burgee and
Lenny Seidman, this arsenal of drum-
mers links the historical and contem-
porary, the ceremonial and the secular,
with intricately textured drumming and
choral compositions.

Presented as part of the UCPAC’s
education program, Mentors in Music
and the Arts, the UCPAC invites local
families, with children age 8 and older,
to participate in a hands-on educational
workshop with the artists of Spoken
Hand Percussion Orchestra.

The presenting artists will demon-
strate the sounds of percussion hand
drumming and introduce the partici-
pating students to the technical vo-
cabulary of four different traditions of
percussion music. To register, call (732)
499-8226. Tickets for the public con-
cert are $15 general admission. UCPAC
is offering free admission to the cur-
rently unemployed and up to four of
their immediate-family members.

‘The Butt Book’ Will Leave
Young Readers Cracking Up

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The “butt” is one
part of the anatomy that doesn’t usually
find its way into children’s books.

Brooklyn author Artie Bennett, how-
ever, has decided to turn the other cheek
on the matter, so to speak.

Mr. Bennett is the author of the “The
Butt Book,” a hilarious-yet-informa-
tive picture book about this most mis-
understood body part.

The author will be at The Town
Bookstore this Saturday, May 15, at 2
p.m. to meet readers and sign books.

No ifs, ands or “butts” about it: Mr.
Bennett’s humorous way of writing
about butts will “crack up” young read-
ers for years to come.

“Kids seem to have an almost inborn
fascination with butts. Perhaps because
everyone has one, and there’s some-
thing slightly
naughty about
them,” said Mr.
Bennett.

It’s “bottoms up”
all the way, as Mr.
Bennett tastefully
explains the pur-
pose of the butt and
how it differs from
creature to creature.

He even men-
tions its different
names, writing in
the book: “Some
names for butts have foreign flair:
tuchas, keister, derriere!”

Mike Lester’s exaggerated illustra-
tions combine with Mr. Bennett’s
rhymes to give “The Butt Book” an
extra silly touch.

Written in rhyme reminiscent of Dr.
Seuss, “The Butt Book,” is also a trib-
ute to him as well.

“I absolutely adore Dr. Seuss, and I
was inspired by [his] Bright and Early
Books [such as]: ‘The Tooth Book,’
‘The Eye Book’ [and] ‘The Foot Book,’”
said Mr. Bennett, who has worked as
the executive copy editor for Random

House Books for Young Readers for 25
years.

“Since Dr. Seuss, sadly, passed on in
1991, he’s no longer around to flesh out
the series with a butt book. Someone
had to. I know it was ‘cheeky’ of me,
but I decided to write it,” he continued.

Collectors of children’s books must
make room on their shelves for “The
Butt Book” because, just like the Seuss
books, it is destined to become a favor-
ite of multiple generations.

According to Mr. Bennett,
transitioning from editor to writer was
for him a natural progression, albeit an
uncommon one.

“Copyediting so many wonderful
children’s books inspired me to try my
own hand at creating them,” he said.

“It’s very gratifying making my little
contribution to improving someone’s
else’s work – and that can be a very

creative undertak-
ing – but I also en-
joy creating origi-
nal work,” he con-
tinued, adding that
there probably was
a writer deep inside
him all along who
was eager to break
through.

Born and bred in
Brooklyn, Mr.
Bennett attended
the University of
Georgia, where he

earned a degree in journalism.
Before entering the children’s litera-

ture field, he worked as a gardener’s
apprentice and banana picker on a
Galilean kibbutz.

“Serendipity drew me initially to
children’s publishing, but my job swiftly
became my dream job. I couldn’t imag-
ine now working in any other publish-
ing field,” he said.

More information about Mr. Bennett
can be found on artiebennett.com. For
more information about Mr. Bennett’s
book signing on May 15, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

SP Library Exhibit and
Lectures Celebrate Lincoln

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — If the monu-
ments of Washington, D.C., are not in
your immediate travel plans, you can
still catch up on all things Lincoln this
month at the Scotch Plains Library,
which is one of only 40 sites nation-
wide to host a traveling exhibition com-
memorating “Abraham Lincoln: A Man
for his Times, A Man for All Times.”

The exhibit, sponsored by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American His-
tory, is part of a two-year celebration of
the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth in
1809.

Library Director Meg Kolaya told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times the library had
to go through a “pretty elaborate” ap-
plication process in order to be chosen,
and she noted further that Scotch Plains
is the only locale in New Jersey to host
the exhibit and one of only two in the
metropolitan area, the other being in
Long Island.

The entire facility on Bartle Avenue
is awash in Lincoln-related displays
and artwork by school children. The
exhibit itself, which is in the library’s
basement gallery, opened on Sunday,
May 2, with a reception and a concert
by a flutist and violinist.

It includes reproductions of Lincoln’s

speeches as well as letters, photographs,
memorabilia and other images from
his times.

A host of events and programs are
planned before the exhibit’s closing on
May 20, including an opening week
tour of the exhibit by all third graders in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools and
another round of tours this week by
fifth- and seventh-graders.

There will also be a Civil War re-
enactment on Saturday, May 15, with
the 43rd New York Volunteer Infantry.

The 18-day program also includes
several lectures on Lincoln and the
Civil War, including one last week by
renowned Lincoln scholar Harold
Holzer, a presentation on Saturday, May
15, by Kay Keenan, who spoke about
the Civil War prisoner of war camp for
Confederate soldiers in southern New
Jersey, and a lecture by Dr. Clement
Price, who will speak about Lincoln,
race and New Jersey on Wednesday,
May 19.

Mrs. Kolaya called the exhibition –
which is being fully funded by grants
from the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, Investors
Savings Bank Charitable Foundation
and the Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library – a “great collaborative
effort.” For further information, visit
scotlib.org.

Choral Art Society of NJ
Announces Sunday Concert
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey, Inc. an-
nounced a Sunday afternoon con-
cert featuring John Rutter’s Feel the
Spirit, a unique arrangement of some
traditional spirituals, along with
some well-known opera choruses
and more. The concert will take place
on Sunday, May 16, at 3 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church, located
at 31 Woodland Avenue in Summit.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the perfor-
mance, which will be accompanied
by Mary Beth McFall, pianist, and
The Choral Art Society Orchestra.
Soloists for the opera choruses are
Andi Campbell, soprano, and Jo-
seph Turro, tenor. Sharon Byrne,
mezzo-soprano, is the soloist for Feel
the Spirit.

This concert’s bill of fare should
satisfy all tastes. The selections be-
ing presented include a group of
opera choruses and arias, English
madrigals by masters of the form,
an anthem traditionally sung at Brit-
ish coronations and a three-part
canon that retells the story of
Macbeth.

Audiences will hear French and
Italian, in addition to English, and
even English and French together in
a single piece (Tournez, Tournez).

The musical styles in this cornuco-
pia also run the gamut, from Renais-
sance polyphony (resulting in what
Peter Schickele calls “diction fric-
tion”) through Verdi’s romanticism
and onward.

The centerpiece of the program is
Feel the Spirit, contemporary Brit-
ish composer Rutter’s setting of
seven traditional African-American
spirituals. Though this music has
inspired many interpretations,
Rutter’s unusual combination of
choir and orchestra with a mezzo-
soprano soloist imparts unique color
and emotional depth to these well-
known melodies.

Indeed, it was mezzo-soprano
Melanie Marshall’s renditions of
spirituals in recital that inspired
Rutter to compose the song cycle.
Feel the Spirit was first performed at
Carnegie Hall in 2001.

The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, Inc. is a non-profit, commu-
nity chorus of about 60 singers dedi-
cated to the study and performance of
great choral works. The chorus has
earned the accolades of the public
and critics since its beginnings.

Admission is $20, $15 for seniors
and students, at the door. For infor-
mation, call (908) 654-5737 or visit
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org.

Community Players’ Net
Captures Audience Laughter

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – John Correll – direc-
tor of Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) May offering, Caught in the Net
by Ray Cooney – understands comedy.
He’s a consummate comedic actor, but
for the theater’s 75th anniversary sea-
son, he’s the directing genius behind the
curtain making the British farce work.

The story is deceivingly simple. A
two-timing taxi driver, John Smith
(Timothy McGovern), has been living
in bigamist bliss in two adjacent towns
in England. His self-made twin houses
of cards threaten to collapse when his
son by one wife meets his daughter by
the other wife on the Internet.

The teens are fascinated that they
both have a father named John Smith
who is a taxi driver. They are determined
to meet even though John Smith tries his
darndest to stop them. Smith’s lay-about
lodger Stanley Gardner (Ken Webb) gets
into the mix to help keep John’s two
worlds apart. Slamming doors, ringing
phones and chaos reign.

Farce reduces people to cogs in an
insane machine to make an audience
laugh. No subtlety or sensitivity here.
Playwright Cooney features German and
Chinese parodies and a running gay gag.
But the best thing about Cooney’s farce
is the clever staging which runs the
action of the twice-married cabbie in
both his homes simultaneously. The fact
that the actors are oblivious to those in
the other living room adds to the clever
mayhem.

Caught in the Net is all about timing,
and from timed slammed doors to per-
fectly timed entrances and exits, the
WCP production moves with the energy
and speed of an out-of-control locomo-
tive running downhill, crashing to a sur-
prise ending. In the small and audience-
friendly WCP, this two-act play fits with

physical perfection, a great match be-
tween theater size and play size.

The jokes come fast and furiously in
Act II, as the tangled web of deceit John
Smith has woven unravels to bind him,
literally. High on the list of standouts in
the superior cast is Ken Webb, who
plays Stanley Gardner. Mr. Webb is a
master of silly voices, physical rough-
housing and comic timing.

He has the majority of fast-paced
delivery of tongue-twisting lies that he
seemingly makes up as he goes along.
As Stanley’s foil, Timothy McGovern’s
John Smith is the hapless “schmoe”
who has seemingly been able to fool the
world about his duplicity for a decade
and a half. His rumpled appearance and
frenetic actions make the audience won-
der if he’s ready for a nervous break-
down.

Smith’s wife, Mary, played perfectly
by Debbie Badal, is the homemaker
who provides John with sugar fixes and
junk food. His other wife, red-headed
bomb-shell Barbara, a vegetarian, played
charmingly by Linda J. Correll, pro-
vides sugar of another sort.

Filip Wojcik, as the teen son Gavin,
plays a convincing single-minded young
Romeo who’s looking to meet his online
Juliette. The ingénue part of the teenage
duo, Vicki, is nicely cast in Melissa De
Candia of Westfield. Longtime member
of the WCP, Stan Kaplan, is hilarious as
Stanley’s half-blind, half-deaf and half-
senile Dad. The elder Mr. Gardner thinks
he’s in a seaside resort, not John Smith’s
house, and gets loads of laughs with his
mistaking people and places for those in
a hotel.

With producer Sally Brown and an
arm’s length list of committee members
assisting him, director Correll grabs the
audience with this comedy and doesn’t
let go until the last surprising lines of the
play.

School District Art
Show Open to Public
WESTFIELD – The public is invited

to attend the 26th annual Westfield
Public School District’s Fine Arts Show,
which will be held in the Westfield
High School varsity gymnasium from
May 18 to 20. A sampling of more than
500 pieces of artwork created by stu-
dents representing all 10 public schools
and grades ranging from kindergarten
through twelfth will be on display at the
annual show.

On Tuesday, May 18, and Wednes-
day, May 19, the artwork can be viewed
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and in the evening
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Visitors are also
welcomed on Thursday, May 20, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Paintings, two-dimensional work,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be exhibited.

Linda King, supervisor of Fine Arts
in the Westfield Public Schools, noted
that the annual exhibit is “an outstand-
ing cultural event in this community.
The Art Show is a wonderful opportu-
nity to exhibit hundreds of various art
media created by our talented students
under the direction of dedicated art
educators.”

CDC’s Wedding Singer
Dances Down Memory Lane
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Dust off your ruffle
shirt, the blue tuxedo, grab your best
gal with her teased, bouffant hair,
neon-colored, puffy-sleeved dress and
get to the multiple wedding recep-
tions playing weekends at Cranford
Dramatic Club Community Theatre
(CDC). If you enjoy walking down a
reminiscent path to the 1980’s, it’s
the place to be.

Originally a movie starring Adam
Sandler, The Wedding Singer’s music
was written by Westfield native Mat-
thew Sklar, with lyrics by Chad
Beguelin, and book by Chad Beguelin
and Tim Herlihy.

In the CDC version, co-director/
music director Juan Pineda and co-
director/choreographer Fausto
Pineda, assisted by Patricia Pineda,
show they know the heart of this
work is pure fun.
Life, with its ups and downs, is a
romantic rollercoaster ride in the 80’s
for wedding singer Robbie Hart
(Craig M. Tiede).

After being jilted the night before
his own wedding by Linda (Melissa
Kaban), Robbie starts to ruin the re-
ceptions of the next few weddings he
plays when he and his two back-up
singers George (Michael Gioia) and
Sammy (Jason Cesare) entertain.

But there are others in this musical
with romantic woes, too. Julia
Sullivan (Marissa Vatsky), a perky
waitress at the fictitious Touch of
Class Catering Hall in New Jersey
where the three singers entertain
nightly, waits for her arrogant, Wall
Street boyfriend Glen Guglia
(Michael Miguel) to put a ring on her
finger. Julia’s Jersey Girl waitress
friend Holly (Kristin Contrino) and
former boyfriend Sammy (Jason
Cesare) are a volatile on-again, off-
again duo.

Amid these romantic entangle-
ments, some of the best dancing that’s
been seen on the CDC stage in years
occurs under the direction of Fausto
Pineda, Patricia Pineda and dance
captain Melissa Kaban. Using spec-
tacular choreography, reminiscent of
the movie Flashdance, the actors in-
dividually and collectively wow the
audience.

Vocally, there are a number of

standout songs. “If I Told You” and
“Grow Old with You,” with Julia and
Robbie, are poignant without unnec-
essary volume. “Saturday Night in
the City” is the red-hot closer of the
first act that literally brings down the
house. “Let Me Come Home,” Linda’s
song and dance solo in Act II, show-
cases a blazing-hot sex kitten. Her
rocker-chick presentation pairs a leo-
nine wig and black leather mini-skirt
outfit to great effect.

An overzealous fog machine on
opening night in the song “Casualty
of Love” upstaged the fine singing
and dancing in that number. When
the “nerdy” relatives danced, though,
they were able to cut through every-
thing to have their moment to shine.
Stellar voices in the production in-
clude Marissa Vatsky, Craig M. Tiede,
Melissa Kaban and Jason Cesare.

The “fake celebrities” near the end
of the show are especially fun, with
the Mr. T Impersonator (Alistair Wil-
liams) and the Tina Turner Imperson-
ator (Abena Mensah-Bonsu) stealing
the scene.

Talk about scene stealers, Grandma
(Arlene Britt) – a very young actress
for a 70-year-old — has a ball with
“Move That Thang.” And guitar
player/singer George (Michael
Gioia), who is dressed as a Boy
George look-alike, has his own over-
the-top star aura. Kristin Contrino as
Holly, the sleazy sidekick of Julia,
has great moments with her Jason
Cesare, her Sammy in “Right in Front
of Your Eyes.” Michael Miguel is a
marvelous cad as Glen Guglia. Each
lead character has carved out cred-
ible characterization.

CDC’s energetic rendition of The
Wedding Singer is an authentic slice
of 1980’s Americana. A terrific band,
under Juan Peneda’s baton as well as
his keyboard (one of three), has per-
fectly captured the sound of the “Me
Generation.” Realistic costumes are
by Patricia P. Pineda.

Directorial efforts by the Pinedas
under producer Elizabeth Howard
prove worthy of praise since their
Wedding Singer offers terrific cast-
ing, strong vocals and superior danc-
ing by the leads and ensemble alike.
No matter that the plot is silly at
times; the nonstop craziness runs
weekends through May 22.

Tickets Available for 2010
Tour of Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – Springtime in
Westfield brings an array of notable
homes with their doors flung open to
public tour for the benefit of the town’s
acclaimed symphony orchestra. This
year, the event will be held on Saturday,
June 5, between 10 a.m. and 3p.m.

Chairwoman Gretchen Castorina and
her committee, comprised of the Friends
of Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
promise five landmark homes to tour.
Since the event is being held a month
later than usual, the potential for view-
ing spectacular gardens is increased.

This year’s tour showcases many
landmark homes. An authentically re-
stored 19th Century home with rare
elements, including original stained-
glass windows, coffered ceilings, orna-
mental mouldings, marble floors, de-
luxe kitchen and exquisite bathrooms,
is a must-see.

Another standout is a Victorian ma-
jestically positioned on a knoll near the
downtown with restored windows and
chestnut wood trim throughout.

The connection between Asian and
Victorian decors can be viewed in a
Cranford location with imaginative
landscaping throughout the rear yard,
which is located on the storied river.

A contemporary stucco house is not
to be missed for its elegance and charm.

Finally, a grand stone house with a
distinctly European flavor is punctu-
ated by lush gardens and features every
desirable amenity for home life and

entertaining.
Mrs. Castorina promised that the

tour will hold “something for every-
one.” There will be a musical interlude,
popular plant sale featuring both flow-
ers and herbs, luxury gift basket raffle,
Oriental rug raffle, a selection of Ti-
betan decorative home accents and re-
freshments served in the garden of one
of the homes. All proceeds will benefit
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

Tickets for the 2010 Tour of Notable
Homes are $30 when purchased prior
to Saturday, June 5, when they will be
sold at $35. They are available in
Westfield at Baron’s Drug Store,
Coldwell Banker Realtors East and
West, Prudential NJ Properties, Two
River Community Bank, The Town
Bookstore, Weichert Realtors and
Westfield Symphony Orchestra office.

In Fanwood, they are available at
Irma’s Hallmark, in Cranford at
Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts and in
Mountainside at Christoffers Flowers.

Further information is available by
calling the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra office at (908) 232-9400 or
going to westfieldsymphony.org.

EILEEN FISHER

present

featuring

MS CHARITY FUNDRAISER

TRUNK SHOW

Due Sorelle Jewelry & Eileen Fisher Clothes

MAY 22ND, 2010
10% of all merchandise from both locations will be

donated to the MS Foundation

58 Elm Street, Westfield

9 Elm Street, Westfield

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN THE NET….John Smith (Timothy McGovern) is caught
between two lovers – wife Barbara (Linda J. Correll), left, and Mary
(Debbie Badal) – in the comedy Caught in the Net by Ray Cooney.

The comedy is presented by Westfield Community Players on
weekends through May 22. See review at right.


