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Cougars Stun Raiders, 10-7, in UCT Semifinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

OSOFSKY, GHIRETTI GO 2-FOR-2; COOK SLAMS DOOR

Cougars Gust with 4 in Fifth
To Tilt Lions, 7-5, in UCT
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wind was the fiercest opponent of
both teams, but the third-seeded
Cranford High School baseball team
made the best of its breezy opportu-
nities to plate four runs in the bottom
of the fifth inning to seize a 7-5,
come-from-behind victory over sixth-
seeded Roselle Catholic in a Union
County quarterfinal game at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on May 5.

The heavy wind gusts created a real
sense of adventure, especially to the
outfielders, who were trying to calcu-
late the landing patterns of several lofty
fly balls. The Cougar infielders, how-
ever, made it look easy by turning three
double plays (DP) in crucial situations,
and second baseman Rob Ghiretti used
his range to made a key putout.

“I haven’t made an error yet, so I
feel pretty comfortable. You just have
to keep your glove down and make
the play,” Ghiretti explained.

“It looked like it was going through
the infield. He made a dive for that,
and he made a great play,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

Three batters accounted for all six of
the Cougars’ hits. Cleanup hitter Greg
Matlosz, who went 2-for-4, hit a loop-
ing two-run single in the third inning
and an infield RBI single in the fifth.
Mark Osofsky (2-for-3, run scored)
seemed to have a knack of finding the
right spot when he rapped a pair of
doubles down the third baseline.

“The wind definitely changed on
every pitch, so you never knew where
it was going to go. We are definitely
a pull team, so we like to hit it that
way,” Osofsky explained. “All three
coaches said, ‘just keep the ball be-
low your hands, really focus on hit-
ting it down instead of letting them
beat [us with the ball] up’.”

Ghiretti also thought the third
baseline was the place to hit by
squibbling an infield RBI single in
the second inning and adding an RBI

double in the fifth.
“I don’t really think about where I

am hitting the ball. I just go up there
and try to hit it hard every time. It
seemed to be a good spot to hit the
ball,” Ghiretti said.

“They hit the ball hard both times,
and they ran hard out of the box. We
were able to take advantage of that,”
coach McCaffrey added.

The 10-8 Lions jumped on the 15-
3 Cougars and starter Pat Gilstrap
with two runs in the top of the first
inning and threatened for more until
shortstop Sean Trotter initiated a sec-
ond-to-first DP to quiet the racket.
With the help of a delayed steal, a
wind-assisted single and Kevin
Cowan’s two-run single, the Lions
pounced to a 5-0 lead in the second
inning, but Osofsky doubled and ad-

vanced to third in the bottom of the
inning, and Ghiretti hobbled his RBI
single to put the Cougars on the board.

Freshman Ryan Williamson re-
lieved Gilstrap in the third and struck
out the first batter. After he walked
the next two batters, in came Nick
Cook, who silenced the Lions for the
remainder of the game to up his record
to 4-1. In his 4.67 innings on the
mound, Cook allowed just two hits
and a walk, while fanning three.

“I was throwing fastballs mostly. I
kept hitting my spots where coach
[Kevin] Feeley wanted them to go,
and they [Lions] got themselves out,”
Cook said.

Cougar speedsters Trotter and Nick
Pace drew back-to-back walks in the
third inning off Lion pitcher Lou
Clemente. After a groundout to third,
Matlosz stepped up and plopped his
two-run single to right, narrowing
the score to 5-3.

“Sean and Nick getting on sets the
tone for the middle of our order, and
they did it once again,” coach
McCaffrey said.

In the fifth, Trotter lofted a deep fly
into the wind, and the centerfielder

mishandled it. Pace followed suit with
a floating fly to left that was dropped.
Eric Walano walked to load the bases
with no outs and Matlosz hopped an
infield RBI single. Confusion with
an infield fly rule resulted in a double
play, while a run scored. Cook walked,
and Ghiretti drilled his RBI double to
make the score, 7-5.

The Cougars got a gulp of the
wind’s acrid medicine in the bottom
of the seventh when two pop-ups
were dropped in the outfield, loading
the bases with one out. Cook, how-
ever, saved the day when he grabbed
a grounder, tossed to home for the
force out and catcher Marc Linger
fired to first for the final out.

“It was scary! You didn’t know
where the ball was going to end up,”
said Cook, who added that gusty winds

are common at Memorial Field. “We
have learned how to deal with it a little
bit, but we still struggle with it.”

“Coach [Brian] Chapman always
gets us prepared for the wind. We
always look at the flagpole to see
which way it is blowing,” Ghiretti
said. “It’s tough when the ball is high,
because the wind takes it a lot.”

“Traditionally Roselle Catholic and
Cranford don’t usually miss fly balls.
The wind had quite an impact on the
game today,” coach McCaffrey said.
“We didn’t play that well in the be-
ginning. Unfortunately our guys
didn’t throw strikes, and they had
some timely hitting. What we tried to
do was not get down too much. Our
kids didn’t get down too much. They
played the whole seven innings.”

“We had to stay in there. We kept
fighting back. Every inning we got a
couple of runs back, and we felt good
about ourselves,” Cook said.
Roselle Catholic 230 000 0 5
Cranford 012 040 x 7

hitting when there were guys in scor-
ing positions,” Osofsky said.

Cougar starting pitcher Pat Gilstrap
tossed six-and-a-third innings, yield-
ing all of the Raiders’ hits, while
walking three and hitting three bat-
ters. Freshman Ryan Williamson re-
lieved and recorded two strikeouts.

Ricky Shevlin (2-for-3, 2 runs)
plopped a leadoff double to center for
the Raiders in the bottom of the first,
and Marcus Rivera (2 RBI, 2 runs
scored) slashed an RBI single to cen-
ter. Joe D’Annunzio launched a long
RBI sacrifice fly to the right field
fence to make the score, 2-0. Osofsky
cracked an RBI triple in the fourth and
tied the score when he was awarded
home after a balk was called on Raider
starter Binkiewicz, who was relieved
in the sixth inning by Rivera.

“It’s a tough call to make with a
man on third,” said Raider Head

Coach Tom Baylock. “I think after
that, he got a little frustrated and
walked the first two guys [fifth in-
ning]. They both scored, and he got
behind hitters, had to come back with
fastballs, and they didn’t hit it right at
us. They found the gaps. It seemed
like every ball they hit was a gapper,
double or triple. We talked about it
before the game. If we gave them an
opportunity, they were going to take
advantage of it, and they did.”

The next inning opportunity did
knock and the Cougars took full ad-
vantage. Trotter was hit by a pitch
and stole second. Nick Pace walked,
Eric Walano (2 runs scored) reached
on a force out at second, Matlosz
chopped an RBI single to left and
Osofsky slammed his two-run homer
over the right field fence to give the
Cougars a 6-2 lead.

Mike Ridge hacked an RBI single

over second and scored on an error in
the bottom of the fifth to tighten the
score to 6-4, but the Cougars came
roaring back with four runs in the
sixth, taking advantage of a hit batter,
and adding a pair of doubles, a triple
and a single.

The Raiders also capitalized on
opportunities in the bottom of the
sixth. Schon walked, Mike Lauricella
was hit on the back and Shevlin
singled to load the bases. Rivera and
Ridge added RBI sac flies and Max-
well drilled an RBI double.

“I thought our offense had a good
approach. We were able to get runs
across when the opportunity pre-
sented itself. That’s a credit to our
kids. It was good situational hitting,”
coach McCaffrey said. “We were for-
tunate to get the win today.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACTION UNDERNEATH A CLOUD OF DUST…Cougar Eric Walano is tagged out by Raider third baseman Marcus
Rivera after he slid past the base in the fourth inning in the UCT semis.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO STOP THE BALL…Cougar third baseman Sean Feeney attempts to catch the ball that was thrown in
the dirt as Roselle Catholic Lion Nick Telle slides into third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE CALL AT FIRST BASE…Raider first baseman John Maxwell snags the throw just before Cougar Nick Pace
steps on the bag in the UCT semifinal game.


