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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Misuse of Holocaust
By NJEA Is Disgraceful

Thank You Baron’s for
Supporting 5K Walk

Traffic Patterns in Clark off
Parkway Pose Safety Hazard

Randall Family Thanks
Town for Support

The family of the late Reverend Leon
E. Randall wishes to thank the Westfield
community for their love and support
during the illness and passing of Reverend
Randall. Your kind words, beautiful cards
and other expressions of love will always
be remembered. A special word of thanks
is sent to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
members of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Association, the Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium and the Westfield
Community Center for your participation
and support. We pray that God will bless
and keep you all.

Mrs. Rosa Randall and the Family of
Reverend Leon E. Randall

Proposed Cut in Lib. Funding Would
Eliminate Many Basic Services

What a disgraceful misuse of the Ho-
locaust by the NJEA. To extract two
words, that were appropriately used, in a
speech in an effort to accuse the Gover-
nor of being anti-semitic is an insult to
every victim and family that was devas-
tated by the Holocaust. Is the NJEA
really suggesting that the Governor “bur-
ied” an anti-semitic message in his

speech?
This “outrage” as expressed by the

NJEA is every bit as disgusting as the
poem wishing for the Governor’s death.
This group is out of control and this event
is further confirmation that the Governor
needs to bring this group back to reality.

Michael Boyle
Westfield

I wanted to express my sincere grati-
tude to Greg at Baron’s Pharmacy in
Westfield for his generous donation of
lovely prizes for the Girls Learn Interna-
tional 5K Walk in New York City, which
takes place on Sunday, May 23. Girls
Learn International matches American
students with partner schools in develop-
ing countries while teaching girls inter-
nationally about human rights and advo-
cacy and engaging these American girls
in fundraising activities to benefit their

partner schools. The Westfield High
School chapter, who is partnered with a
school in Afghanistan, will be attending
this walk, bringing donated prizes to be
raffled. All proceeds from this walk will
benefit the Girls Learn International Or-
ganization. Thanks again to Baron’s for
their help.

Abbie Goldring
Westfield High School

Class of 2012

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Angelo Paparella of the Union
County Bureau of Traffic Maintenance
and copied to this newspaper.

*****
I would like to bring to your attention

a situation, which I consider to be a true
safety issue pertaining to the roads in
Union County. If you are not the proper
person to whom this should be addressed,
please forward this to the proper person.

As a driver exits the Parkway north at
exit 135 with the intention of proceeding
west onto Central Avenue toward
Westfield, he or she should be in the
middle lane at the second traffic light.
Invariably, a driver who is either unfa-
miliar with the traffic pattern or impatient

will get in the left lane which is intended
for drivers continuing back around the
circle toward the entrance to the Parkway
south and will either attempt to force his
or her way into the proper lane, ignore the
sign saying that the left lane must turn
left, or stop dead and wait for another
driver in the proper lane to let that driver
in.

All three situations pose safety risks
for all drivers. A very simple solution,
one which I urge you to consider, would
be put in the permanent plastic pylons
that make a clear distinction between the
left and right lanes.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Editor’s Note: The following is a copy
of a letter sent to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, and Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz.

*****
I am an avid user and supporter of the

Mountainside Public Library, and I often
take advantage of the welcoming public
libraries in Westfield and Scotch Plains.
I believe that the books, learning and
entertainment programs, and other ser-
vices of these long-standing institutions
are central to the culture, heritage, educa-
tion, and citizenship of my community
and of all the others in New Jersey. I’m
confident that you, as an elected public

spokesperson and a neighbor, believe as
I do and that you enjoy all that the public
libraries offer to us. Now, these vital
institutions are threatened with losses of
state-funding support that would elimi-
nate many basic services and shrink oth-
ers.

To me, this would be almost like book
burning. I urge you to arouse opposition
to the proposed 74 percent cut in funding
for the New Jersey State Library and also
to Assembly Bill A-2555 that would slash
funding for municipal public libraries.

Scott Schmedel
Mountainside

Westfield Teacher Is Distressed by
Layoff of Paraprofessionals

Kyleigh’s Law and
Teen Decals

While I agree with the sentiments ex-
pressed by Jordan Siegel in his recent
letter regarding the unfair singling out of
teen drivers for special vehicular identifi-
cation while senior citizen drivers suffer
no such special treatment, I would point
out that many seniors are already identi-
fied by a special decal on their cars — It
says “Buick.”

Larry Sanders
Scotch Plains

I Voted for WFBOE Budget Trusting
Tax Increase Maintains Education

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Westfield School Superintendent Marga-
ret Dolan and copied to the newspaper.

*****
I was surprised and disappointed to hear

that Matthew Kravetsky’s contract was
not renewed for next year. Mr. Kravetsky
is a talented, gifted teacher. As alumna of
Tamaques School, who attended
Tamaques Elementary School from 1967
to 1973 and then later graduated from
Westfield High School in 1980, Mr.
Kravetsky reminds me of Mr. David Tuller
as a young teacher, who later became a
principal of Tamaques School and an ad-
ministrator at Westfield Public Schools.

My son, Isaiah Anderson, was lucky to
have Mr. Kravetsky as a teacher this
academic school year. I am confident that
Isaiah has learned a great deal in the
classroom room and will have fond memo-
ries of his year in Mr. Kravetsky’s class
for years to come. Although Isaiah is my

only child, as a parent in Westfield, I feel
it is very unfortunate that our future third
graders will not have the opportunity to
be taught by this fine teacher.

As we prepare our children to be citi-
zens in the 21st century, it is critical that
we provide our children with a good,
solid education. I voted in support of the
Westfield school budget as did my father,
Dr. James Nixon, and my mother Melba
Nixon, a member of the Westfield Board
of Education from 1989 to 1996. It was
our hope that the tax increase would
enable the Westfield Board of Education
to continue to provide the children of
Westfield Public Schools with educators
like Mr. Kravetsky. Please continue to
honor the public trust.

I urge you to reconsider and offer Mr.
Kravetsky a new contract for next year.

Carol Miriam Nixon
Westfield

As a Westfield taxpayer, I was con-
cerned when the budget passed that my
taxes were, once again, increasing, but I
was relieved that the Westfield School
District would no longer have to make
any additional cuts. I was quite disheart-
ened when I learned last week that all of
the paraprofessionals in Westfield were
told that they no longer have positions!
Do you realize that these very valuable
employees only make about $15,000 a
year?

As a parent, I have seen how my son
has reaped the benefits of having a para-
professional in his 4th grade classroom. I
believe that she was hired as a parapro-
fessional for one student but the entire
class has benefited from her presence.

I am a teacher at Lincoln School, The
Early Childhood Learning Center. I have
seen over and over again how the class-
room paraprofessionals are such an inte-
gral part of everything that goes on in the
classroom. I have seen how they care for
all of the children in the class as if they are
their own. They are not just warm bodies
who are there because an IEP says they
should be there.

Paraprofessionals are essential to what
goes on or does not go on in the class.
They are caring and do a great job to stay
on top of all of the students and keep them
on task. They have relationships with the
students, their parents, the classroom
teacher, and they know the procedures
and routines for the entire school. How

disheartening it is to hear that their ser-
vices are no longer needed.

I have been a teacher at Washington
School for the last 15 years. As a 3rd
grade teacher, I received the “gift” of a
paraprofessional one year. I was able to
give more of my time and attention to the
other 23 students in my class because the
paraprofessional was able to care for the
many needs of her assigned student.

I was also alarmed to hear that parapro-
fessional security positions were elimi-
nated or cut back at Westfield High
School. It is disturbing that the security of
our children is no longer a priority with
this district.

In my opinion, many of the current
employees will not be able to be replaced
with part-time employees of the same
caliber. I believe that the quality of care
that the children are receiving now will
suffer. I am hoping that the administra-
tion will reconsider this decision.

I am trying to be optimistic as a tax-
payer, a parent and a teacher that enough
people will believe in the power of the
paraprofessionals to make a difference.

Sally Susan Heyder
Westfield

Governor Christie’s Great War:
‘NJEA Uber Alles’

The state capital, “Trenchtown,” is ablaze in an
embittered war between Governor Chris Christie
and the teachers’ union (NJEA). The tone of the
rhetoric is akin to that of a great war. Both sides are
entrenched — appalling in their accusations and
tactics. Their behavior with intense and hateful ex-
changes is alarming.

Although one might believe it to be a money grab,
test of egos and power struggle, much more is
critically involved, and everyone is at risk. The
taxpayer is in the ultimate position of jeopardy as the
guarantor and financier of the enterprise. Society’s
viability, related infrastructure, education of our
youth and how our government is defined will be
determined by the outcome. Somewhere between 40
to 60 percent of the $30-billion state budget is
involved in education. The state budget faces a $10-
billion shortfall that must be resolved. Locally, also
65 percent of the property tax is for public education.

Some blame the Governor for cutting state aid to
education. The truth is, we understand, that state
taxpayers are actually providing about $200 million
more education aid than last year. The cuts, as they
are called, are the result of last year’s $1 billion, one-
time federal stimulus grant which propped up Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s budget – something not avail-
able this year. True, we in the suburbs were left out
in the cold, as most of the education aid money is
being distributed this year to the inner cities. True
also, the cities use it very poorly.

As example: That which is going on in Plainfield
with the school system, Superintendent Steve Gal-
lon, 3rd and his consort minions, their arrests for
theft of educational services from the South Plainfield
School District, plus malfeasance is a disgrace. The
beleaguered people of Plainfield are close to storm-
ing the Bastille. We agree with the people. Gallon
was suspended Tuesday evening.

The public strongly believes in (and hopes for) the
education of our youth — and rightly so. However,
the public has been asleep, and the teachers’ union
has been a wolf in sheep’s clothing, “NJEA Uber
Alles” (NJEA above all else) – with the slogan, “Do
it for the children.” The system is severely warped
and unaccountable; the financial burden engulfs the
public; teachers and other employees are distressed.
Although too many of our children can’t read, the
NJEA has $130 million yearly in dues to wage the
war. These dues are passed on to taxpayers.

The war is not in some far-off land called the
Western Front. We see it right now in our backyards
with views written in the letters to the editor. We will
see it in our property tax bills in August. Teachers,

paraprofessionals and crossing guards will lose their
jobs.

The Westfield Education Association (WEA, the
local arm of the NJEA) and the board of education
cleverly, so they thought, and surreptitiously agreed
to a three-year contract with 4 percent per-year
raises, shortly before the public had a chance to vote
on the school budget. The public gave them the
benefit of the doubt, hoped matters were settled for
the sake of the kids and passed the school budget
while adsorbing the property tax increase.

Now, the public is learning the true impact of the
hurried, three-year contract. Paraprofessionals and
young teachers are being let go; programs are being
cut – with more to come, we believe.

There is nothing to prevent the WEA to propose to
the Westfield Board of Education an adjustment in
its contract to save the jobs of their colleagues and
keep the school system whole. We urge them to take
this action. It would be a magnificent act, unselfish
and for the public good. The public has been good to
them in the past, now it’s their turn.

The public defeated 58 percent of school budgets
during the April school election, a state record.
Clearly, the public senses something is wrong.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood voters defeated their school
budget, and the union contract is up for renewal.
Officials are trying to unravel the mess. A public
meeting is scheduled for this Monday, May 17, 7:30
p.m. at the high school auditorium, with the mayors,
board of education and superintendent of schools.
We hope a “grand compromise” can be achieved.

All great wars must come to an end; but how and
how long determines the extent of the damage and
the scope of the tragedy.

“We have met the enemy, and he is us.” – Pogo.

BOE Must Retain
Kravetsky at Tamaques

One of our beloved teachers at
Tamaques School is not having his con-
tract renewed and we are hoping to get the
town to support us in reversing this deci-
sion. Hopefully, our voices can be heard
and this situation can be rectified.

We understand that cuts are being made
due to budget constraints, but this is not
being done because of the lack of fund-
ing. The position will still be there next
year. We have three teachers retiring this
year. We also have a teacher who will
taking next year off for maternity leave.
Tamaques School is losing enough. Mr.
Kravetsky should not be another loss.

Matthew Kravetsky is one of the most
beloved teachers at Tamaques School by
the students, teachers, as well as the par-
ents. He is an example of what good
teachers are and you can feel that he truly
loves his job and our children. He teaches
our children in ways so that each child
understands what they are learning. He
motivates his students so that they are
excited about learning and about coming
to school.

Matthew Kravetsky not only teaches
our children the core curriculum but he
treats our children with respect, encour-
ages them to do their best, boosts their
self-esteem and confidence, and is al-
ways there for them when needed. Mathew
Kravetsky participates in school activi-
ties, including fund-raising efforts by the
school. He also recently supported one of
his students by participating in the fund-
raising walk for the student’s mother who
has been battling ALS.

He goes the extra mile as a teacher and
is someone the leadership of the Westfield
Board of Ed and Tamaques Elementary
School should be striving to keep for many
years to come. He is also one of the few
male teachers that we have at our school
and this lends itself to a wonderful diverse
learning environment for our children.

There are teachers that children have
that leave an unforgettable positive im-
pression on them for the rest of their lives
and Matthew Kravetsky is one of them.
Families move to Westfield because of
the schools and to lose yet another fantas-
tic, well-loved teacher would be a trav-
esty, especially when there is no just
cause for it.

The board of education asked for our
help by accepting a tax increase in order
to pass the budget on multiple occasions.
Now we are asking you to rectify this
horrific wrong in not renewing Matthew
Kravetsky’s contract.

Jennifer Silva and Daniel Bracco
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Soe – A large wooden vessel for

holding water
2. Antephialtic – Preventing nightmare
3. Tharos – A small American butter-

fly having orange wings spotted with
black and white

4. Messet – A dog

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VANGLO
1. A traveler; a wayfarer
2. A ghost in Shakespeare’s MacBeth
3. A type of orange
4. The West Indian name for sesame

DICASTERY
1. In ancient Athens, a court of justice
2. The process of ornamenting plain

glass with transparent pictures
3. A narration; a recital of facts
4. The use of two languages

VANSIRE
1. A Dutch father
2. A small, weasel-like animal of Mada-

gascar
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. A confidence man; swindler

RAPPAREE
1. A French swordsman
2. The victim of a sexual assault
3. A plunderer or robber
4. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Mayor Applauds
Fanwood on Census

As mayor of the Borough of Fanwood,
I want to publicly thank my residents for
taking the time to complete the federal
census questionnaire as part of Census
2010. Central Jersey municipalities are
above the national average with the rate
of resident’s responses. What makes me
proud is that Fanwood is in fact the town
with the highest response rate in central
Jersey at 83 percent! The national rate of
return is 69 percent.

It is so important to be counted because
as an accurate count forms the basis for so
many important but overlooked political,
economic and social decisions that have
an affect on our lives.

Thank you to all those who understood
that; and for those who have not returned
the form, you may be visited by an enu-
merator in the coming weeks.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Those Who Are
To be Commended

Monday night, the Westfield firefighters and their
union stepped up to the plate and did the right thing
because they care for the town and for their mem-
bers. They accepted a pay freeze during this fiscal
emergency. Recently, the Teamsters Union for the
Westfield DPW did the same. It makes us proud.

We know how hard everyone worked in the town
administration, mayor, council and union officials to
make this possible. The non-union employees also
have a pay freeze. All are to be commended.

Now the police union: It’s the Westfield PBA’s turn
to step up to the plate.


