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RVSA Puts Co-Generation on Hold, Saying Facility Is Not
Producing Any Savings for Wastewater Treatmement Plant
RAHWAY – Rahway Valley Sew-

erage Authority (RVSA) Secretary-
Treasurer and Acting Co-Executive
Director, Robert Materna, said this
week that the cogeneration facility at
RVSA’s wastewater treatment is not
likely to produce cost savings and
that “running the cogeneration facil-
ity as intended may actually increase
the RVSA’s operating costs.”

According to the RVSA press re-
lease issued Monday, Cipolla & Co.
LLC, RVSA’s litigation consultant,
said it appears that no operating cost
savings will be realized and that run-
ning the cogeneration facility as in-
tended may actually increase the
RVSA’s operating costs.

Cipolla & Co., along with RVSA’s
legal counsel, Weiner Lesniak, LLP,
are evaluating whether the cogenera-
tion facility, as intended, “will ever
produce any of the $1 million-plus
annual operating cost savings out-
lined in the economic feasibility
analysis that was the basis for design-
ing and constructing the cogenera-
tion facility.”

The design of the cogeneration fa-
cility called for the generation of elec-
tricity through the utilization of gas-
powered generators that would be
fueled by a combination of the meth-
ane gas produced by the RVSA in its
wastewater treatment process along
with natural gas to be purchased by
the RVSA. In addition, the exhaust
heat from the generators was to be
used to heat a new sludge dryer. Dry-
ing the sludge was intended to reduce
the quantity of sludge to be hauled
from the wastewater facility, thereby
resulting in reduced sludge disposal
costs.

According to Mr. Materna, the co-

generation facility was originally ex-
pected to be completed and opera-
tional by 2005 but has yet to be com-
pleted due in part to disagreements
among professional engineers, the
supplier and the general contractor
regarding the proper manner in which
to secure the generators’ exhaust sys-
tem should there be additional explo-
sions.

“Therefore, it appears unlikely
that the cogeneration facility will
be operational in 2010. Moreover,
unless economic viability of the co-
generation facility can be estab-
lished, the additional expenditure
of money to transform it to an op-
erational state may not be justi-
fied,” according to the RVSA re-
lease. “The RVSA is exploring all
potential operational alternatives
and legal remedies with respect to
the cogeneration facility.”

RVSA officials said the cogen-
eration facility was proposed to be
an economically advantageous
means to meet the requirements of a
Judicial Consent Order (JCO) en-
tered into between the RVSA and
the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) that
required the RVSA to have an aux-
iliary power source to provide en-
ergy to operate its wastewater treat-
ment plant.

“The economic feasibility analysis
was the justification for incurring the
costs of designing and constructing
the cogeneration facility in lieu of
installing one or two permanent stand-
by diesel generators which would
have satisfied the JCO, according to
the RVSA. “The feasibility
analysis…indicated that operating the
cogeneration facility would generate

annual operating cost savings of in
excess of $1 million. Since 2000, the
RVSA has incurred costs of approxi-
mately $30 million related to the de-
sign and construction of the cogen-
eration facility, which is not yet op-
erational, and the cost of which con-
tinues to grow due to the interest
costs on the debt incurred to finance
the project.”

“Because the cogeneration facility
remains inoperable, the RVSA has
recently installed two permanent
stand-by diesel generators in order to
satisfy its auxiliary power obligation
pursuant to the JCO at a cost of ap-
proximately $2 million,” according
to the RVSA release.

In the spring of 2007, two explo-
sions occurred while testing the gas
generators that comprise the cogen-
eration facility. Officials said the ex-
plosions caused “substantial damage”
to the cogeneration facility. The sup-
plier of the gas generators provided
the RVSA with temporary stand-by
diesel generators while it and the
general contractor of the cogenera-
tion facility performed the necessary
repair work.

“The RVSA refused to return the
stand-by diesel generators on the ba-
sis that their removal before the co-
generation facility was completed
would leave the RVSA without a back-
up source of power for its [wastewa-
ter treatment plant],” according to the
release. “This would present a sig-

nificant public health and safety con-
cern should there be a power failure
and utility power become unavailable.”

On February 23, 2009, the supplier
filed a lawsuit to compel the return of
its temporary stand-by diesel genera-
tors, naming the RVSA and the gen-
eral contractor as defendants. Weiner
Lesniak has filed claims against the
general contractor “due to its defi-
ciencies with respect to the construc-
tion of the cogeneration facility and
also against the supplier due to defi-
ciencies with respect to the gas-pow-
ered generators it had supplied.” The
RVSA also filed claims against the
design engineer and the construction
oversight manager.

Editor’s Note: On January 22, 2009,
The Westfield Leader ran the front-
page story, “$200 Million RVSA
Project Built Without Emergency
Backup Power” whereby RVSA offi-
cials subsequently refuted the report.
The executive director of the authority
has subsequently left, and the board
membership has changed.

Bramnick Says NJEA Misunderstood
Christie’s Comments on School Choice

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) said he believes
the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion (NJEA) “clearly misunderstood”
the remarks made by Governor Chris
Christie in Washington, D.C., last
week regarding school choice.

The Governor was addressing the
issue of how vouchers would give
students in failing districts other op-
tions and stated, “Because the Educa-
tional Opportunity Scholarship Act is
not the final solution to that problem,
it is the first step in the solution to that
problem which will lead to school
vouchers across the State of New
Jersey so choice is available to every
parent.”

An NJEA spokesman expressed
“outrage” over the use of the phrase
“final solution” in the statement,
which was reported in an article in
The Record.

“I am sure Governor Christie’s re-
marks were not intended to offend the
Jewish community,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “Any fair-minded person who
reads his statement will understand
the context of what was meant. It is
obvious the Governor’s comment was
strictly tied to the concept of school

vouchers, and not related in any way
to the tragic events that took place 75
years ago.”

Mr. Bramnick said two Jewish or-
ganizations, Agudath Israel New Jer-
sey and the Anti-Defamation League
of New Jersey, stated they took no
offense and understood the frame-
work in which the phrase was used.

Robert Wellington
Completes Training

WESTFIELD — Army Private First
Class Robert Wellington has graduated
from the Basic Field Artillery Cannon
Crewmember Advanced Individual
Training course at Fort Sill, Lawton,
Okla. He is the son of Samuel Wellington
of Neptune and Icyline Senior of
Westfield. The private is a 2009 gradu-
ate of Neptune High School.

Ridings Completes
Army Training

WESTFIELD — Army Private Jo-
seph Ridings has graduated from the
nine-week basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.  He is
the son of Lori Ridings of Westfield,
and is a 2007 graduate of Westfield
High School.

Teen Driver Decals
Challenged in Trenton

TRENTON – Senator Tom
Goodwin (LD-14, Hamilton) said he
would introduce legislation that would
remove the decal provision for new
drivers under 21 in Kyleigh’s Law,
which took effect May 1.


