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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Need help deciding what to do with the 
assets in your retirement plan from a 
former employer? During these 
challenging economic times, it’s more 
important than ever to find the right 
strategy for you and your beneficiaries. 
Call today, and together we can explore all 
of the options for your retirement savings. 

Has your job been affected 
by the shrinking economy?

Investment and Insurance Products:     NOT FDIC Insured      NO Bank Guarantee     MAY Lose Value

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

The Best of Both Worlds

In Print and On The Net

sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

Westfield Home News Service

Serving the community since 1964
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Freeholders Eye Half-Acre
Cranford Lot for $495,000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to vote,
tonight, on a resolution to purchase a
half-acre property that borders
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

According to Vicki Durbin Drake –
administrator of the county’s Open
Space, Recreation, and Historic Trust
Fund – a vacant single-family home at
112 Park Drive is located at the end of
a dead-end street. The county is look-
ing to purchase the property for
$495,000 through the open-space fund.

According to records on the New
Jersey Tax Assessors Association
website, the lot was purchased in April
of 2006 for $875,000 by Robert and
Diane Rebimbas from Ann Stemmer.
Total taxes paid on the property were
$11,458 last year.

Mrs. Drake said should the acquisi-
tion be completed, the county would be
able to close off the street for vehicular
traffic and extend the parkland for walk-
ers, joggers and bikers, who currently
must use Park Drive before reentering
the park. Walkers, who enter the park via
the parking lot off Springfield Avenue at
Nomahegan Park, walk next to a pond
before exiting Nomahegan to Park Drive.

“That (the property) will not be
developed. Just close out the road and
take down the house and let it merge
back into the parkland,” Mrs. Drake
said. “This [purchase] truly adds to
the visibility of the park and to the

environment.”
The board also considered a resolu-

tion to enter into a contract with NJ
Transit to obtain $1.6 million in funds
from the fiscal year 2011 Casino Rev-
enue Fund. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo said funding is down
$63,000 from last year as a result of
fewer patrons at Atlantic City casinos.
He said the loss of funding would likely
result in a decline of 150 hours for the
county’s Paratransit system, which pro-
vides transportation for the disabled as
well as senior citizens.

“It would be a reduction in the amount
of services we could provide,” Mr.
Guzzo said.

In other business, the freeholders
also considered a resolution on Thurs-
day to renew rain-insurance policies at
a cost of $21,000 from last year for the
upcoming Rhythm & Blues by The
Brook and MusicFest concerts, to be
held Saturday, June 5, and Saturday
and Sunday, September 11 and 12,
respectively.

The board has also been requested to
increase the contract to Cranford-based
Harbor Consultants to $228,000 for
additional engineering design and con-
struction management services for the
new driving range at the Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth. The initial
contract was for $170,000. In addition,
J.A. Alexander, Inc. of Bloomfield is
seeking another $76,700 for a new con-
tract of $1.7 million for construction of
the driving range.

Lance: N.Y.C. Attack Proves
U.S. Is Still Vulnerable

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7) said the recent attempted
terrorist car-bomb attack in New York
City is “an indication that we have to
be ever vigilant” in keeping the na-
tion safe.

Authorities last week arrested
Faisal Shahzad, an American with
Pakastani heritage living in Bridge-
port, Conn., on an airliner about to
take off from Kennedy Airport to
Dubai. He was arrested after his name
was spotted on a flight manifest of
someone wanted in connection with a
terrorism investigation, according to
The New York Times.

“Somehow he was between cycles
(the two daily checks of flight mani-
fests). So, obviously, we need to do a
better job in that regard (preventing
suspected terrorists of boarding
flights),” Mr. Lance. “It demonstrates
that we are vulnerable…The United
States continues to be a very serious
target.”

The fact that Shahzad purchased
his airline ticket with cash “should be
a red flag, and I think it is an impor-
tant tool regarding further investiga-
tion.” Mr. Lance said last week’s at-
tempted attack “further proves, in my
judgment, that Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed (considered the princi-
pal architect of the 9/11 attacks)
should be tried by a military tribunal.
New York, Foley Square, should not
be the place to try Shaikh Mohammed.
It has the potential of attracting fur-
ther acts of terror.”

He said Presidents Abraham Lin-
coln and Franklin Delano Roosevelt
both used military tribunals to try
enemy combatants in the Civil War
and World War II, respectively.

“If it’s good enough for Abraham
Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt, it
should be good enough for President
Obama,” Mr. Lance said. “I urge the
President to overrule (Attorney Gen-
eral) Eric Holder, who is continuing
to dance around the issue of whether
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed will be
tried in our civilian courts or by a
military tribunal.”

On another issue, the congressman
said he does not believe Cap and Trade
will resurface this year “because we
have not made enough progress with
China and India in Copenhagen.”

He believes the oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico will mean that energy leg-
islation in the United States Senate
will not advance this year. Mr. Lance
also does not see immigration legisla-
tion moving forward this year.

“I think we should have been con-
centrating on jobs and the economy
(rather than on healthcare), and I think
the American people are frustrated,”
Mr. Lance said.

Commenting on the riots in Greece
over the nation’s economic crisis due
to government cutbacks, Mr. Lance
the situation should be viewed as a
“warning that we have to get our fiscal
house in order.”

He said he is working on a constitu-
tional amendment with others in Con-
gress that would disallow annual fed-
eral deficits from increasing beyond a
certain percentage of the Gross Do-
mestic Product, which measures the
country’s overall economic output.
Mr. Lance said this year, the deficit is
26 percent of GDP, compared to the
“historic average over the 60 years”
of 19 percent.

“This is the most important issue
confronting the nation,” Mr. Lance said.

The congressman was in town Fri-
day to announce that the Westfield
Fire Department has received a
$34,605 federal security grant from
the United States Department of
Homeland Security to purchase 25
sets of turnout gear for firefighters.
Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly said
each set of gear goes for between
$1,600 and $1,800.

“I think it is my responsibility to try
and fight for as much federal funding
for gear like this as is possible,” Mr.
Lance said, noting that New Jersey is
near last among the 50 states in the
amount of money it gets back from
the federal government.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said it was
important that Westfield “get as much
aid as possible” during the current
economic downturn.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Unveils ‘Tools’
To Reduce Property Taxes

Governor Chris Christie on Monday
unveiled a series of reforms to give
New Jerseyans more control over prop-
erty taxes and local governments more
tools to cut costs.

The 33-bill package is highlighted
by a constitutional amendment that
would limit annual property tax hikes
to 2.5 percent unless approved by local
voters. Under the proposal, contracts
for public workers could not increase
by more than 2.5 percent a year.

Court Rejects Christie’s Action
On Worker Political Donations
A state appeals court has rejected

Governor Chris Christie’s executive
order curbing political donations by
public worker unions.

The three-judge panel ruled that the
Governor’s action infringed on separa-
tion of powers with the Legislature.
“What (the executive order) seeks to
achieve must be pursued through legis-
lation,” they said.

DeCroce Rips Poritz Over
Comments Regarding Wallace
Assembly Republican Leader Alex

DeCroce (LD-26, Morris Plains) this
week criticized remarks made by
former Chief Justice Deborah Poritz
regarding Governor Christie’s decision
to replace current Justice John Wallace
rather than reappoint him for 22 months
when he would reach the mandatory
retirement age of 70.

Ms. Poritz was quoted in a story
carried in The Record after she made
the following comment in an NJN in-
terview: “By doing this through the
tenure process, I think the Governor
sends a different signal. The signal is
be careful how you carry out your task
of judging because that may affect
whether you get tenure or not. And that
affects the independence of the judi-
ciary.”

In response, Mr. DeCroce said,
“Chief Justice Poritz must have amne-
sia since she allowed her colleague,
Justice Peter Verniero, to be thrown

under the bus in 2004. In fact, her
silence when he was under attack by
Jim McGreevey tells everyone that her
support depends on how much of a
liberal jurist you are, not on how you
interpret the law…

“Those sitting on the bench are re-
quired to be impartial, but the former
chief justice is able to selectively de-
cide when it is appropriate to take a
side. Her support for Justice Wallace
only indicates her belief the judiciary
should continue to act as a super legis-
lature.”
Hackensack PD Chief Suspended

Over Insurance Fraud Charge
Hackensack Police Chief Ken Zisa

and his former girlfriend have waived
their first appearances in Central Mu-
nicipal Court in Hackensack on insur-
ance fraud charges stemming from a
2008 car accident, The Record has re-
ported.

Zisa has been suspended with pay
from his $191,606 post. Police officers
at the scene said they suspected that
Zisa’s girlfriend, Kathleen Tiernan, was
drunk when the chief arrived on the
scene and took her away before police
could conduct a sobriety test, the paper
reported. The Record reported that Zisa’s
and Tiernan’s insurance claim alleg-
edly contained false statements. Each
faces up to five years in prison and a
$15,000 fine if convicted.

The Hackensack Police Department,
under the watch of the Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office, is now being run
by an acting chief, Captain Tomas
Padilla. He is also a Bergen County
Democratic freeholder.

Ex-Assemblyman Van Pelt’s
Corruption Trial Begins

The trial of former Assemblyman
Daniel Van Pelt, charged with taking a
$10,000 payment to help a developer
win approvals from state regulators for
a construction project, has begun, ac-
cording to a report in The Record. Van
Pelt was among 44 individuals caught
in the state’s largest corruption probe,
last summer, into political corruption
and money laundering.

TAG TEAM…Young members of the First Congregational Church in Westfield
display some of the items that will be featured at the church’s tag sale fundraiser
this Saturday, May 15, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pictured in front of the church at 125
Elmer Street are the Reverend Joy Mounts, youth minister, with Kendall, Logan
and Jordan Robertson, Allie Rothenberg, Alison Jaruzelski and Rebecca Tunis.
See article on page 6.


