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NEW PRESIDENT...On May 6, Paulette Coronato, right, of Scotch Plains,
former councilwoman and current planning board chairwoman, takes over as
president of the Union County Republican Women during ceremonies at the
committee headquarters on North Avenue in Westfield. Outgoing president Vicki
Kimmins (left), Westfield councilwoman, hands over the reins to Ms. Coronato.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LINCOLN LECTURE...Harold Holzer, renowned scholar on Abraham Lincoln, delivers a lecture on the 16th President last
Wednesday before a packed audience at the Scotch Plains Public Library as part of the library’s 18-day Lincoln exhibit. See
story on page 21.

Courtesy of Laura Queller
SERVING THE COMMUNITY...The Social Action Committee of Congregation
Beth Israel in Scotch Plains organized an assembly on April 28 for students to
learn first-hand about service projects undertaken by Bar and Bat Mitzvah
students. Seventh-grade students, from left to right, Lisa Simon, Eli Wirtshafter
and Hannah Goldring spoke, about the volunteer projects they completed.

Board Approves Temple’s
New Facility On Lake Ave.

Bathroom Expansion OK’d
For Westfield Ave. Home

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday gave its unanimous
approval to the Temple Sholom con-
gregation to build a new house of
worship at 1925 Lake Avenue. The
two-hour hearing was attended by
more than 100 congregation mem-
bers and supporters, many of them
wearing tags that read, “I’m a Mem-
ber of Temple Sholom” or “I Support
Temple Sholom.”

After the board’s 7-0 vote in favor
of the application, many in the room
burst into applause. Based in
Plainfield until 2003, the congrega-
tion has been using the facilities at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church on
Martine Avenue. It purchased the five-
acre Lake Avenue property three years
ago.

The one-story, 8,600-square-foot
building will serve the congregation’s
240 members, said its president,
Steven Saltzman. He explained to the
board in brief testimony that any over-
flow parking from the 81-slot on-site
parking lot will be accommodated by
nearby Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, which offered its own lot to
the congregation if the need arises
during high volume attendance on
high holidays.

Architect Michael Hauptman
showed the board renderings of the
exterior and interior of the building,
which will have its main entrance at
the rear and will include classrooms,
conference rooms, bathroom facili-
ties and a multi-purpose room. A base-
ment will be used solely for storage
of books, tables and chairs, he said,
with access only from the exterior of
the building. Mr. Hauptman said the
building was designed to give people
the feeling that it is “part of the wooded
environment.”

The applicant’s professional engi-

neer, Mitchel Ardman, said the project
would not encroach on wetlands, and
said adequate trees and other plantings
would “shield the property” from
neighboring homes. He said the storm
water detention plan was to pave the
parking lots on the north, south and
rear of the building with a porous
concrete that “has enough voids that
water seeps down” into a layer of
stones below the surface and then
disperses into the next layer of earth.

Board engineer Paul Ferriero
praised the relatively new technol-
ogy, saying that, “The plan as set up
is set up to do it [manage stormwater
runoff] well.”

Mr. Ardman said lighting will be
on 14-foot poles, and that lighting on
the building itself would be turned off
an hour after the last person leaves
the building at night. This led to a
brief discussion about the timing of
the lighting turn-off, with the congre-
gation finally agreeing to turn the
lights off 30 minutes after the last
person had left the building.

Traffic consultant Elizabeth Dolan
said there was “ample capacity” on
Lake Avenue to handle an increase in
traffic volume, adding that there
would be significant boosts in traffic
only twice during a typical week:
Tuesday evenings, when religious
classes were held and slightly less
than 200 cars could be expected to be
dropping off and/or picking up stu-
dents between 5 and 6 p.m., and on
Sunday mornings, when up to 130
cars might be arriving and departing
at mid-day. She said these heavy traf-
fic times were at times when “Lake
Avenue traffic flow is a bit lighter
than normal.”

Resident concerns were minimal,
with Michael Sullivan, a Lake Av-
enue homeowner, expressing concern
about parking on the street and threats

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week gave
unanimous approval to a homeowner
to expand a bathroom for a home on
Westfield Avenue in order to accom-
modate his disabled son.

Antonio Robertiello and his wife,
Adrienne, told the board at its May 6
meeting that expanding their first-floor
half-bath into a full bathroom with an
adaptive bathtub would make it easier
for their young son, who is afflicted
with a physical disability and autism.
Mrs. Robertiello said a so-called adap-
tive bathtub, which has doors allowing
easier access to the tub itself, would
“make it accessible to [her son] in his
wheelchair and walker.”

The expanded bathroom will be
situated at the back of the family’s
attached one-car garage, which Mr.
and Mrs. Robertiello said they used
only for storage, preferring to park
both their cars in their driveway. Board
vice-chairman Tim Livolsi confirmed
with them that they would still have
ample room in the reduced garage to
store whatever items they needed to

store.
Board member Chris Abeel admit-

ted that, “in a normal situation, we
might be reluctant to approve” such
an application that permanently cuts
the size of a garage, but said the
Robertiello application was unique.
He was reassured by the adequate
level of off-street parking in the drive-
way which, Mr. Robertiello said,
could accommodate four cars.

Board chairman Ken Anderson said
it would be “optimal” for the board to
be able to grant “relief for the particu-
lar owner,” since if the Robertiellos
were to move out of their Westfield
Avenue house, “it would be nice to
return it to its original configuration,”
with a fully usable garage. However,
the board does not have that option
available to it.

Last night after press deadline, the
zoning board was scheduled to con-
tinue the hearing on the application
by T-Mobile and Verizon Wireless to
install a cellular antenna tower in
Hillside Cemetery. The proposed 125-
foot-high monopole at the end of
Frank Street off Raritan Road would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLOW GOING…For the last week, traffic has been slowed on North Avenue from
Westfield to Scotch Plains due to the gas company installing new lines.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

600 North Avenue West, Westfield - West |  908-233-0065 www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

SP-F BOE Poised for Monday’s
Meeting on Defeated School Tax
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on Tuesday discussed the special pub-
lic meeting of the two municipal coun-
cils that will take place on Monday,
May 17, regarding the defeated school
budget. This meeting will be held in
the high school auditorium starting at
7:30 p.m.

In response to a question from the
audience on how the meeting will be
run, Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi said that the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood councils would run the

meeting. The councils will report their
findings to the public from the com-
mittee meetings they had on the bud-
get; the councils will then propose a
revised tax levy, public comment will
be heard and a vote will be taken.

“We have provided them with in-
formation, and we believe their rec-
ommendations will be based on
them,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

A member of the audience asked
about staffing and layoffs. Superin-
tendent Margaret Hayes said, “At this
time, all of our non-tenured staff and
aides have been notified that they
have not been renewed.”

The superintendent said that this
accounts for approximately 200 staff
members, but that she does not ex-
pect the cuts to be that high. “As soon
as we get the final tax levy, we can put
together our staffing needs and start
calling back,” she said.

Scotch Plains resident Doreen
Binkiewicz asked if there would be
an assistant principal of athletics, re-
ferring to reports of Rob Harmer,
who currently holds the position, not
being renewed.

“I cannot publicly comment on
personnel issues,” Superintendent
Hayes said.

Also during public comment,
Michael Lewis of Fanwood asked if
the board has considered using an-
other negotiator (for union contracts).
The board currently uses Raymond
Cassetta. Mr. Del Sordi said that the
board does have to vote to renew
these contracts. He pointed out that
Mr. Cassetta has been working with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood for more than
20 years.

“He does bring the knowledge we
don’t always have, as staff and board
members change over time,” said Mr.
Del Sordi.

“We are blessed with his skills,”
Negotiations Committee member Betty
Anne Woerner said. She told Mr. Lewis,
“The board sets the tone, makes the
decisions. [Mr. Cassetta] doesn’t do
the negotiations; he works for us.”

Last Thursday, board member
Donald Parisi had informed the board
of discussions by the Tri-County
Board for Quality Education, a group
comprised of Union, Essex and Mor-
ris County school board representa-
tives, which meets to discuss issues
common to member boards.

The group discussed writing let-
ters to their legislators in opposition
to recent bills dealing with the cap on
property taxes, wages and benefits,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Budget Hearing on May 24;
Towns Look to Cut BOE Budget

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly borough council meeting,
encouraged residents to participate
in a pair of upcoming public hear-
ings: one on the school district’s bud-
get, voted down at the polls last month,
and the other on the proposed $8.6-
million municipal budget introduced
on April 21.

Regarding the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school budget, Mayor Mahr
said the governing bodies of both

municipalities “will have one big
meeting” on Monday, May 17, set for
7:30 p.m. at the high school.

The mayor said subcommittees
from both towns have met separately
and together to determine how to
amend the defeated budget and get it
adopted.

Mayor Mahr said reviewing and
discussing parts of the budget for
potential reductions “is a plodding
process,” but said, “We are looking at
cuts.”

The mayor noted, however, that the
defeated school board budget already
included a provision not to increase
salaries this year.

Mayor Mahr said the two munici-
palities will jointly agree and “come
up with a number” for the revised
school budget, as well as “specific
areas that [the school board] can cut
from,” with an eye toward a Wednes-
day, May 19 deadline.

However, the mayor said, while the
school board must accept the dollar
amount of the revised budget, it is not
bound to accept the specific cuts rec-
ommended.

If a revised budget is not prepared
and agreed upon by May 19, then the
spending plan goes to the county
schools superintendent, who would
then have the authority to determine
the school tax levy for the district (the
school board could appeal to the state
education department if it chooses).

Also Tuesday night, Mayor Mahr
addressed the municipal budget and
said, “I look forward to hearing from
and seeing the public” at a budget

hearing scheduled for Monday, May
24, at 7 p.m. at borough hall.

The mayor said she reconvened the
borough’s Citizens Budget Review
Task Force “about a week ago” to
“take a look at the spending plan
introduced last month.”

Mayor Mahr noted that the pro-
posed municipal budget “is as lean as
it gets” and said several of the sug-
gestions made by the task force since
it was formed last year are “alive and
well” in the budget.

For example, the mayor cited a 15
percent cost savings associated with
changing employee health coverage
to the state benefits plan.

Mayor Mahr also explained that
the borough lost about $200,000 in
state aid this year; if that had not
happened, the mayor predicted, “we
would have had a flat [municipal tax]
rate…possibly a reduction.”

As it stands in the introduced bud-
get, municipal taxes for the average
homeowner would go up about 3.6
percent, or $78.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the borough to become a “pilot”
municipality in the county’s police
dispatching system.

During the presentation of a proc-
lamation marking National Police
Week, Fanwood’s Police Chief, Ri-
chard Trigo, said switching to the
county dispatch system “is going to
benefit Fanwood and it’s going to
save us money.”

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


