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Soriente Reminisces of
Inspirational Time in Haiti

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) earth science and
Project ‘79 teacher Sara Soriente
met again with The Westfield Leader
and The Times to speak about her
week-long humanitarian trip (March
27-April 3) with
Foundation for
Peace to Fond
Parisien, Haiti.

“I ran out of ad-
jectives to de-
scribe it. I’d need
five hours to ex-
plain how amaz-
ing the experi-
ence was,” Ms.
Soriente began.

WHS students
raised the neces-
sary funding for
Ms. Soriente’s trip and even contin-
ued collecting donations and sup-
plies right up until the day before her
departure.

With band-aids on her list of items
to bring down, on Monday morning,
March 22, a band-
aid drive began in
the Science de-
partment at WHS,
leaving her with
66,222 band-aids.
The boxes were
then combined
into sealable bags
for ease of trans-
port. “I was freak-
ing out Friday af-
ternoon about how
I was going to get
all these band-aids
down,” she admitted. “My original
goal was to take down one piece of
luggage worth of band-aids.” She
ended up taking the biggest piece of
luggage she had. Upon her return to
school on April 5, there were still
more donations, which she later
dropped off at a Foundation for Peace
staffer’s house nearby for a later
shipment.

Ms. Soriente went down with a
group of 13 volunteers from all over
the United States to work at Camp
Hope, a destination for internally
displaced persons (IDP). Founda-
tion for Peace organized a group that
also included three security guards,
a bus driver and two pastors. The
team Ms. Soriente worked with was
originally assigned three cooks to
make meals at their home base in the
Dominican Republic. However, six
women wanted to help.

“We knew these women loved us
when, on the second to last evening,
they met us in the dark in front of the
house we stayed in with flan,” she
shared.

Her enthusiasm for the people in
Haiti and working with one pastor in
particular, Pastor Valentine, inspired
Ms. Soriente to get a tattoo when she
came back to New Jersey; it featured
the Creole words for strength, fós,
on one of her ankles.

Pastor Valentine – described by Ms.
Soriente as “the
most inspirational
man I’ve ever met”
– and his family
were greatly af-
fected by the earth-
quake, as a piece of
cement fell on one
of his daughter’s
legs.

For two days af-
ter the quake, ev-
eryone was silent
and walking
around in shock; on

the third day, Valentine’s youngest
daughter, his “angel,” as he calls her,
just started singing. Pastor Valentine, a
30-year-old translator, said he knew at
that moment that he must get over his
astonishment and get involved in the

recovery; this led
him to join Foun-
dation for Peace.
His handwriting is
the artwork source
of Ms. Soriente’s
ink.

“We were the
people to give
love and play
games,” Ms.
Soriente de-
scribed as part of
her work at Camp
Hope. “When we

came into camp, there were groups
of children that came running,” she
continued. “Teenagers and parents
just smiled while younger children
played soccer games, sang songs
and went to tent school.”

Just a week after returning back to
her everyday life, Ms. Soriente ran a
fundraiser 6k, the Dow Live Earth
run, on April 18 in Prospect Park,
Brooklyn, with a member of her Hai-
tian relief team, Aenora. The length
of the race, 6 kilometers, symbolizes
the average daily walk women and
children in third-world nations have
to make to get clean water every day.
The race was sponsored by Live Earth,
a non-profit organization that held
similar events in 150 nations over a
24-hour period that weekend.

Ms. Soriente’s unyielding devotion
and enthusiasm to the Haitian earth-
quake victims continues to shape her
experience as a teacher and faculty
member at WHS. She is now often
called upon to give presentations to
the community about her “rollercoaster
ride” of a spring break trip.

Soriente doing a craft project
with the kids at the camp.

 Soriente with a fellow volunteer
doing building construction.
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MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fifth concert of its 30th Season on

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010
ANI KAVAFIAN CARTER BREY

violin cello

A CELEBRATION OF OUR
30th ANNIVERSARY

ANI & CARTER and 11 FRIENDS
will present

BRANDENBURG CONCERTI
of JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH

Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

WF Symphony Concludes Season
With Large-Scale Choral Works

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the final con-
cert of its 2009-10 season, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present a program titled “We the
People” at 8 p.m. on Saturday at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

This is the culmination of the WSO’s
two-season initiative, “Sound Partner-
ships,” featuring collaborations with
other arts organizations that result in
unique performances that neither orga-
nization could present by itself.

On Saturday, WSO Music Director
David Wroe will lead the orchestra in
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, while
his wife, Shuang Guo, will conduct
Xian’s “Yellow River Cantata,” a suite
of six programmatic movements. Ms.
Guo is music director of The Chinese
American Music Ensemble and Zhiyin
Chorus.

The title of the concert, “We the
People,” refers to the messages con-
veyed by both pieces such as human

camaraderie, human dignity and the
struggle for justice against oppression.

“We’re proud that Westfield can serve
as an ambassador for cultural cross-
fertilization, and we believe we’ve iden-
tified the perfect piece to do this,” Mr.

Wroe said, referring to the cantata.
Composed in 1939 and peppered

with Chinese folk melodies, the can-
tata is an example of western-influ-
enced and western-sounding Chinese
music.

“[The ‘Yellow River Cantata’] is ar-
guably the most famous piece of quasi-
classical music in China, along with
the ‘Butterfly Lovers’ Violin Concerto.
I would describe the cantata as an Asian
‘Carmina Burana’ because of its dra-
matic, exciting, driving rhythms, while
also having sections that are melodic,
sweet and heart-felt,” Mr. Wroe said.

To perform the cantata, the WSO is
collaborating with five Chinese com-
munity choirs from New Jersey and
New York: Zhiyin Chorus, Xiangyin
Chorus, Huaxia Chorus, Chinese

Courtesy of Joe Perez
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING…There was magic at the sold-out Westfield
Symphony Benefit Gala and celebration held on May 1 at Echo Lake Country
Club. More than 200 guests enjoyed an evening of music, entertainment and fine
dining, which raised significant funds. Pictured from left to right are special guest
and star of stage, screen and television, actress Celeste Holm; 2010 Gala Chair-
woman Mary-Beth Phillips; raffle prizewinner Arlene Mahmood and Maestro
David Wroe. Westfield Symphony presents its season finale concert, We The
People, this Saturday, May 8, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
For more Gala photos and information about the upcoming concert featuring a
colossal performance of Beethoven’s choral Symphony No.9, go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

Israeli Music Meets
Brazilian Beats in WF
WESTFIELD – The Guy

Mendilow Band will delivers its blend
of Israeli- and Sephardic-tempered
Brazilian street beats and blues at the
Coffee with Conscience Concert Se-
ries on June 12 at the First United
Methodist Church at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The concert is a benefit for the
Community Foodbank of New Jer-
sey and starts at 8 p.m.

In the Guy Mendilow Band, Israeli
peace songs and ancient Sephardic
canticas meet Bahian street beats and
blues. Drawing from a life lived in
Israel, South Africa and Brazil, where
musical collaboration cuts through
ancient conflict, Israeli-born musi-
cian Guy Mendilow sows the seeds
of peace with music.

The band includes world-class
musicians from Israel, Argentina,
Japan and the United States. It often
partners with international peacemak-
ing organizations, such as Seeds of
Peace, whose work with Palestinian
and Israeli youth and adult educators
helps forge the personal relationships
so critical to communication and rec-
onciliation.

Tickets are $18 and $23, and may
be purchased at
guymendilow.eventbrite.com. Learn
more at guymendilow.com.

Chansonettes of WF
Begin Spring Tour

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin its spring con-
cert tour, entitled “Girls, Girls, Girls,”
on Tuesday, May 11, at Runnells
Specialized Hospital. The program
will feature songs celebrating women
in song, including “Broadway La-
dies,” a medley, “Dream a Little
Dream of Me” and “Diamonds are a
Girl’s Best Friend.”

The tour will continue on Wednes-
day, May 12, at Chelsea Warren, Tues-
day, May 18, at the Chelsea Fanwood
and Wednesday, May 19, at Westfield
Senior Housing.

The Chansonettes is an all-
women’s choral group that began
more than 60 years ago. Currently
the group, which performs a holiday
and spring concert series each year,
rehearses once a week at the Presby-
terian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda.

The group is always looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information regarding up-
coming concerts, interested in join-
ing the group or booking a future
concert may call vice-presidents
Jackie Costello, at (908) 789-5819,
or Amy Herrington, at (908) 317-
5910.

Juxtapose Gallery
To Host Due Sorelle
Jewelry Trunk Show
WESTFIELD – It’s spring, and Jux-

tapose Gallery (58 Elm Street,
Westfield) will once again host the
annual Due Sorelle Jewelry trunk show.
The event will be held the day before
Mother’s Day, Saturday, May 8, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This spring color palette includes
muted pastels, bright turquoise and coral
combinations, and chartreuse and grey,
which has been seen gracing the run-
ways of most fashion shows. The de-
signers have a way with color combi-
nations, and this spring is no exception.

Long necklaces paired with shorter
necklaces is on trend, and layering dif-
ferent necklaces with the same colors,
but different materials, is a quick way to
look stylish and stand out in the crowd.

Please make your way to Juxtapose
to buy that special piece for a Mother’s
Day gift that is truly one of a kind. The
designer and her assistant will be on
hand to help you make the right pur-
chase.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

American Music Ensemble and Haiyun
Chorus. These ensembles will com-
bine to form a chorus of about 115
people, joining soprano Haibo Bai and
bass-baritone Gao Ding.

“There are more and more Chinese

people living in New Jersey, so the
whole Asian community is excited by
this collaboration and performance of
the ‘Yellow River Cantata’ with a pro-
fessional orchestra,” Ms. Guo said.

When Mr. Wroe steps to the podium,
he will conduct one of the most famous
and uplifting pieces in all of classical
music, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.
The renowned “Ode to Joy” will fea-
ture New Jersey’s Pro Arte Chorale,
The Arcadian Chorale and Richmond
Choral Society, in addition to Haibo
Bai, Gao Ding, mezzo-soprano Elise
Quagliata and tenor Robert
Zimmerman.

Ms. Guo will give a free pre-concert
lecture in the Westfield Presbyterian
Church Chapel at 7 p.m. For tickets,
call (908) 232-9400.


