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Dance and Movement:
A Step in the Right Direction
WESTFIELD – Summer is a per-

fect time to explore new activities or
to improve upon one’s physical
skills. Whether inclined to work out
on the gym floor
or the dance floor,
both of these goals
can be accom-
plished in the
classes created by
the Dance and
Movement De-
partment of the
Westfield Summer
W o r k s h o p
(WSW).

Young gym-
nasts, in grades 2
and 3, will be in-
troduced to rolls,
cartwheels and
handstands in
Gymnastics 1,
while those in
grades 3 to 5 will
learn walkovers
and increase their skills in Gymnas-
tics 2.

Classic Gym Games, for grades 2
to 4, will help students maintain
physical fitness and improve their
ability as they engage in individual
and team challenges.

For sports enthusiasts, in grades
4-8, the popular Volleyball course
will help them with the skills and
drills involved in this classic sport.

Two separate classes in fencing,
for those in grades 4 to 8, are offered
by the WSW. Fencing 1 allows par-
ticipants to improve their coordina-

tion and flexibility while learning
the basic offensive and defensive
moves. In Fencing 2, students, with
some fencing experience, will ex-

pand their exist-
ing skills as they
learn more ad-
vanced fencing
moves.

Because of last
year’s popularity,
a second section
of Yoga has been
added to the pro-
gram. In separate
courses for grades
2 to 3 or 3 to 5,
creativity, imagi-
nation, songs and
storytelling will
help students in-
crease their con-
centration, flex-
ibility and
strength. Yoga
mats will be pro-

vided.
Open to residents of all communi-

ties, this year’s WSW will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 301 Clark Street in Westfield,
from Tuesday, June 29 until Friday,
July 30. Classes are held from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m., with options
for 7:30 a.m. drop-off or a full day of
programming in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551, visit the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street or log on
to njworkshopforthearts.com.

ON THE FENCE…Two skill levels of
fencing will be offered this year by the
2010 Westfield Summer Workshop.

NJ Audubon Displays Work
Of Pat Brentano Bramnick

BERNARDSVILLE – New Jersey
Audubon is will be showcasing the
work of artist Pat Brentano Bramnick
of Westfield, beginning April 30 and
continuing through the May 1 and 2 at
grand opening of the Hoffman Center
for Conservation and Environmental
Education at the Scherman Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary in Bernardsville.

Ms. Brentano’s work uniquely dra-
matizes the beauty and fragility of
many of New Jersey’s bird species.
Her outdoor installation shows large
aluminum inverse-silhouettes of ap-
proximately 40 endangered and
threatened species, and species of
special concern. Ms. Brentano has
cut the shape of each bird from the
material, and that void is filled by
sunlight, reflection and the back-
ground natural environment. Wind,
light and shadow create a delicate
drama before the viewer’s eyes.

Many of her works are hung from
tree limbs, and ground-foraging spe-
cies are displayed in the brush. A
great egret stands near a vernal pool.
Several of Ms. Brentano’s works in
paper are displayed inside, against
windows and hanging as mobiles.

An accomplished artist, Ms.
Brentano continues to emerge as a
New Jersey artist with a deep envi-
ronmental consciousness.

“I wanted my work to call attention
to the plight of the many species of
resident and migratory birds that are

endangered, threatened or of special
concern due to loss of habitat, exploi-
tation, disease, and contamination,”
she said. “The more we can bring
these beautiful species into people’s
awareness, the more likely we are to
save them.”

Shortly after the installation opens
in April, it will be seen by approxi-
mately 1,000 visitors to the May Days
event. Ms. Brentano will give a talk
about her work, and New Jersey
Audubon naturalists will be avail-
able for additional discussion.

The display will continue through
May. For directions and details, please
visit www.njaudubon.org.

New Jersey Audubon is grateful
for the partnership with Brentano,
said Joe Basralian, a conservation
advocate at New Jersey Audubon.
“Pat cares deeply about our native
wildlife, and her work as an artist and
educator brings those feelings to life,”
he said. “New Jersey Audubon is
grateful that visitors to Sherman
Hoffman Sanctuary will experience
her work.”

In an upcoming exhibit, Ms.
Brentano will show her works in pa-
per of the endangered birds of Indi-
ana, at the Evansville Museum in
Indiana, where she will be the Merritt
and Martha DeJong Visiting Artist in
Residence.

Her work is available online at
patbrentano.com.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

In a great, Pulitzer-worthy shot
beneath the sea, co-directors Jacques
Perrin and Jacques Cluzaud frame a
dolphin perplexedly examining a
ditched shopping cart, much the way
we might ponder the appearance of
some flotsam the Martians dropped
on our front lawn. While worth a
thousand words, it is, alas, one of
Océans’s too few, incensed ha-
rangues.

This exquisitely-photographed
call for better husbandry of our seas
isn’t Michael Moore or Bill Maher’s
documentary. There are no outraged
proofs or indisputably horrifying
statistics spelling doom by our own
hand. Oh, it’s in there all right. But
narrator Pierce Brosnan politely de-
livers the tutorial in bemoaning,
would yuh-could yuh? tones.

Still, there’s no discounting a very
haunting fact Brosnan melancholily
echoes in his commentary. “Just one
lifetime,” he muses, is how long it
took to put the Earth and sea in their
troubled states. Heretofore escaping
the wrath of oil spills, plastic con-
tainers and toxic chemicals for bil-
lions of years, such havoc has be-
fallen them in only one lifetime.

However, rather than dwelling on
that rather remarkable sin, the low-
key patter parades before us the stun-
ning beauty of our ocean depths.
Visiting with all manner of species
and giving us a thumbnail sketch of
their habits and habitats, the effect
should be humbling to all but the
most unbridled egotists. They are,
after all, on this planet with us.

While some will say, “Yes, they’re
here to serve us, even the strange
little dudes we were unaware of,” I
prefer taking a “Sesame Street”
stance. Let’s be nice to ‘em. That is,
except for the ones we eat and the
ones that want to eat us. Let’s pre-
serve them and their home, at least
until we are more highly evolved
and better able to judge if we were
right.

In the meantime, there is no short-
age of wonders in Océans to boggle

Océans: Makes Small Waves

the imagination. The sheer vastness
and unexplored possibilities of this
predominantly uncharted world right
here on our own orb is just too much
to absorb and apparently just as dif-
ficult to dissertate. So the team of
seven writers contents itself with a
random survey.

Although informative and often
fascinating, it is increasingly appar-
ent as we dreamily glide through the
picturesque, underwater canyons and
valleys that the film needs a focus
beyond its emotional appeal to our
better senses. Smatterings of ocean
sociology segued with botany, ich-
thyology and quirky anecdotes are
rarely edited to their best advantage.

It appears that the albeit fine foot-
age has been matched with whatever
generic statement of agenda that
works. Rather than building up to
one grand thesis, the film relies on
the total effect of its individual in-
vestigations. It also counts on the
notion that we concerned sorts al-
ready know the deal and just want to
cheer as the conservation gospel is
iterated.

Truth is, les directors Jacques took
on quite a challenge. Océans cer-
tainly whets our appetite for more
information about what lurks be-
neath the white caps. Yet in light of
the subject’s unfathomable enormity,
finding a happy medium between
this well-intentioned but cursory
audit and having us matriculate to a
B.S. in oceanography is itself a Catch
22.

Hence, the decision for adults with
no urchins to civilize is whether to
pay to see it in all its expanse or wait
until it plays the small screen.
Granted, Océans may not rock the
boat with the right, dramatic art-
istry. But it’s enough of a splash in
the face to warrant intervention be-
fore our screensaver becomes but a
reminder of how the sea once looked.

* * *
Océans, rated G, is a Disneynature

release directed by Jacques Perrin
and Jacques Cluzaud and features
Pierce Brosnan as narrator. Running
time: 86 minutes.

Sklar’s Wedding Singer
Takes to Cranford Stage

CRANFORD – Westfield native
Matthew Sklar was nominated for a
Tony Award for Best Musical for his
score for the musical version of The
Wedding Singer, an adaptation of one
of the most popular films of the late
1990s.

The musical will make its northern
New Jersey debut on Fridays and Sat-
urdays, May 7 through 22, as well as
a matinee performance on Sunday,
May 16, at the CDC Theatre, located
at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

With Mr. Sklar, a 1991 graduate of
Westfield High School, The Wedding
Singer has a number of New Jersey
connections. The main character is a
popular wedding singer in northern
New Jersey.

The play features lyrics by Chad
Beguelin and book by Mr. Beguelin
and Tim Herlihy. The score also fea-
tures two of the popular movie songs,
“Somebody Kill Me” and “Grow Old
With You,” co-written with Adam
Sandler.

At CDC, the show is helmed by co-
director/music director Juan Pineda
and co-director/choreographer Fausto
Pineda, both of whom are assisted by
Patricia Pineda. The show is produced
by Liz Howard and stage managed by
Bill Chamis.

The Wedding Singer takes place in
1985; Robbie is the lead singer for
New Jersey’s favorite wedding band.
When his own fiancée leaves him,
however, he turns every wedding into

a disaster. That is, until he meets a
waitress named Julia, who is having
marriage-planning problems of her
own.

At CDC, Craig Tiede plays Robbie,
and Julia is Marissa Vatsky. Robbie’s
bandmates are Sammy and George,
played by Jason Cesare and Michael
Gioia. Melissa Kaban, who also works
as the Dance Captain for the CDC
troupe, plays his fiancée, Linda.
Michael Miguel portrays Julia’s fiancé
Glen, who is not as nice as he seems.

The Wedding Singer performances
are at 8 p.m., with a 2 p.m. matinee on
May 16. Tickets are available by call-
ing (908) 276-7611 or checking on
cdctheatre.org.

Fanwood Performance
Series Returns, May 8
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr an-
nounced the second spring show of the
Fanwood Performance Series. On May
8, at 7 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Center (The Historic Carriage
House). The spring series will also
include a jazz show on June 12.

The May performance will feature
Ron Renninger.

Self-taught at age 15, Mr. Renninger
formed the first band to be signed to the
newly formed SIRE records. He be-
came a sought-after session guitarist
on New York’s highly competitive re-
cording circuit.

Mr. Renninger’s quest for a more
acoustic sound led him to Vermont,
where he began honing his distinctive
singing and songwriting skills.

Refreshments will be sold on the
patio before the performance and dur-
ing the intermission.

The suggested donations for the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series are
$7 ($5 for seniors and students); park-
ing is free, and the refreshments are
inexpensive. To learn more, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

Glee Club Concert
Takes Place Saturday
MAPLEWOOD – The Maplewood

Glee Club has scheduled its spring
concert for Saturday, May 8, at 8 p.m.

Now in its 63rd year of musical
performance, the choral group – 35
men from 16 towns in Essex, Union
and Morris counties – has chosen
Songs of Remembrance as its theme
for this concert, featuring songs of
war and remembrance, ballads by
Robert Frost and several spiritual
selections.

Director Matthew Russell, who is
also the choral director at Columbia
High School in Maplewood, will con-
duct the concert. Pianist Billy Test
will accompany him.

Appearing with the club will be
soprano Amanda Grafton, a senior at
Columbia High School and the re-
cipient of this year’s John A. Plumer
Memorial Scholarship award.
Amanda plans to pursue her passion
for classical voice/opera at the Man-
hattan School of Music in New York
City.

The concert will take place at the
Prospect Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 646 Prospect Street in
Maplewood. Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance or at the door: $15
for adults, $10 for students and se-
niors. To learn more, visit
maplewoodgleeclub.org.

Musical Club to Celebrate
National Music Week

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield (MCW) will present a
program celebrating National Mu-
sic Week on Wednesday, May 12, at
8 p.m. in the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, featur-
ing music for solo
flute and a
cappella choir.

In 1924,
Charles Tremaine,
a longtime
Westfield resi-
dent, founded Na-
tional Music
Week, celebrated
each year in May.
This year’s theme
is “Music...A Key
to the Future.” In
addition to the
evening musical
program, the Mu-
sical Club will
observe National
Music Week with
m u s i c - t h e m e d
displays, cre-
atively prepared
by club member
Edna Borchers, at
the Westfield and Mountainside li-
braries.

Making her MCW solo debut at
the May 12 program is flutist Flora
Alexander, accompanied by pianist
Mary Beth McFall. The duo will
perform Sonata No. 3 by French
composer Philippe Gaubert.

A recent graduate of the Univer-

sity of Michigan, where she studied
with flutist Amy Porter, Ms.
Alexander is the director of bands
and choruses at Kumpf Middle
School in Clark. She maintains a
busy private flute studio and is an

active freelance
flutist.

Also appearing
for the first time
on a Musical Club
program is the
Carrollton Cho-
rale, a 22-voice a
cappella choral
ensemble, under
the direction of
club member F.
Allen Artz, III.

The Chorale
will present a pro-
gram of music en-
titled “Ladye
Sings the Blues,”
featuring sacred
and secular music
extolling Mary, la-
menting lost love
and searching for
life’s meaning,
spanning the Re-
naissance to the

present.
The program is free and open to

the public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

To learn more, or for membership
information, call (908) 232-2173 or
visit westfieldnj.com/mcw/

WF’s Caruana Performs
In Conn. College Concert

WESTFIELD – Kristen Caruana,
a freshman at Connecticut College,
sang alto in the college’s Chamber
Choir spring concert.

Kristen, a 2009 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy, is the daughter
of Sal and Darleen Caruana of
Westfield.

The concert, which was held April
25 in Harkness Chapel at Connecti-
cut College, featured musical selec-
tions by composers Vaughan Will-
iams, Morten Lauridsen and Eric
Whitacre. The choir also performed
Mozart’s “Venite Populi” with the
Connecticut College Orchestra.

During One Drunken Night,
The Truth Begins to Spill Out

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Alcohol supposedly
loosens the tongue and lowers inhibi-
tions. That’s an undercurrent in The
Drunken City, a romantic comedy by
Adam Bock, now playing at the Alli-
ance Repertory Theater Company in
residence at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway.
There’s plenty of truth that’s spilled,
along with pink, frothy drinks.

Under the tight direction of Michael
Driscoll, six talented actors discover
the meaning of friendship and au-
thentic feelings during one drunken
night.

The play opens with all of the en-
thusiasm and high spirits of an en-
gagement party when Melissa
(Brooke Andrews), Marnie (Sistina
Giordano) and Linda (Kelly
Maizenaski) break the fourth wall to
speak to the audience, sharing that
they all have been recently engaged.

Typical of 20-somethings who are
intoxicated with the idea of being
part of the wedding scene, the girls
discuss their friendship, their rela-
tionships with their fiancés and their
dreams for the future. A physical
glow surrounds them due to Ed
Pearson’s ingenious lighting design,
and an emotional reflection is pro-
vided by their enthusiasm for their
upcoming nuptials.

The future brides know a wedding
ring will change their lives. “When
you get engaged,” Melissa warns in
one of her poignant soliloquies, “don’t
go into the City.”

Fast-forward three weeks and –
avoiding that warning – the gals are
in The Big Apple in a bar at Marnie’s
bachelorette party. Sporting tiaras and
teetering on five-inch heels, the girls
are drunk. In the bar, they meet a
handsome guy named Frank (Matt
McCarthy) and his tap-dancing den-
tist friend Eddie (Gus Ibranyi).

Liquor and the lure of the City
cause bride-to-be Marnie to forget
her fiancé and lock lips with Frank.
She continues to kiss him despite the
protests of her gal pals. When she
goes off with him, Marnie confesses
to Frank that she’s having second
thoughts about getting married.

“Ever since Gary asked me to marry
him, it’s been so noisy,” says the tipsy
bride-to-be. Life becomes strange for
her. “It’s hard; people start watching
you,” she explains. She’s on the mar-
riage bullet train of dresses, invita-
tions, seating charts and wedding

plans that’s traveling at breakneck
speed. The baggage that goes with
planning a wedding is weighing her
down.

The play, however, is not weighed
down with scenery or props in this
black-box production, but it works
because the lighting units upstage of
the actors set various moods.

The drunken night easily could have
become a literary conceit that didn’t
work, with so much of the play being
told via the girls’ drunken stupor.
With fine acting, however, and
Michael Driscoll’s smart direction, it
does work.

Bob (Rob Evans), boss of the girls
and their voice of reason, comes to
the bar to rescue them and, in the
process, is rescued from loneliness.

Playwright Bock has gone on
record as saying, “Drunk people,
unless they’re completely trashed,
keep talking — they don’t stop. They
forget to lie.” That explains how the
play continues to spin like an out-of-
control top, wobbling like the brides-
to-be in their heels.

By the end, though, Bock’s charac-
ters wake up and see something that
causes them to realize that they can’t
continue to live the way they did
before the revelatory moment.

The truth of this situation rings
loud and clear — like the peal of bells
on a wedding day — in this 80-
minute show that runs weekends
though May 22.

Visit us on the web at: www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

* * * The Community Players, a qualified organization of the NJ Cultural Trust * * *
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Box Office: 908-232-1221          Volunteers Welcome !

Plan to attend our 
Annual Talent Showcase
Sat. June 12 at 7:20PM

Reserve your tickets now for 

farce and belly laughs this spring !

Students, don’t forget our Sunday 

matinee with special 

pricing on May 16 !

The WCP Building Fund is your 
way to assure the continued 

health and vitality of our theater
Send a tax deductible donation

to the theater today !

“Caught in the Net”
A Farce by Ray Cooney

May  8,  15,  *16,  21,  22 

8PM    Single Tickets  $20 

Dates, times subject to change

* Special student pricing

for 3PM Sunday matinee

$10 with valid ID

Presenting our 2009 – 2010   75th Anniversary Season !

A NICE RING TO IT...Three recently engaged 20-somethings show off their rings
to the audience during The Drunken City at UCPAC.

MAKING HER DEBUT...Flutist Flora
Alexander makes her solo debut with
the Musical Club of Westfield on May
12 at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church
in Westfield.


