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Lady Raiders Finish Second, Lady Cougars Place Eighth at Union County Track & Field Relays
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did well as a team,” Nagourney said.
“Christine got a PR [personal record].
We have progressed a lot since the
beginning of the season. The coaches
have been really good. We have been
working on techniques.”

Canfield, Nagourney and Camile
Handy had the right technique to win
the triple jump with a distance of
103’3”, while Cougars Burke,
Rebecca Shimonov and Bryanna

Grant placed second in the triple jump
with a distance of 100’1.75” and Blue
Devils Sirena Van Epp, Kelly Irving
and Stevens-Haas placed sixth at
91’1.5”.

Although she had a leap of 37’10”,
Burke did not seem to be pleased
with her performance in the event,
but her performance in the shuttle
hurdles earned her team, which in-
cluded Shimonov, Grant and Megan

Schetlich, a second place with a time
of 1:04.21. Raiders Canfield, Shadmi,
Leah Salituro and Christine Miklas
took fifth at 1:09.5.

“I really didn’t feel on today. I
haven’t done 37 since before [the]
nationals indoors. It’s really annoy-
ing, but I put a good time in the
hurdles (14.6-14.8). If I can do that
for individual [time], I can get into
nationals for that too,” Burke said.

Blue Devils Ashley Edwards, Katie
Ponce, Hannah Kronick and Alex
Hawkins also set a new WHS record,
while finishing third in the 4x100
with a time of 50.44. Ponce and
Kronick, both very good soccer play-
ers, who are newcomers in track,
have been quite a boon to the Blue
Devils’ sprint relay teams.

“They are doing very well. I think
they are having fun too,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Jen Buccino.

“Originally I came out, because I
thought I was going to have some
fun, get in shape, but I am starting to
really like it,” Ponce said. “All the
girls are great. Running is more fun
than I thought. There is so much more
into running than you think. I am glad
to be here.”

The best was yet to come when
Edwards, Ponce, Kronick and Irving
broke another WHS record by cross-
ing second in the 4x200 with a time
of 1:46.41. Then in the final event of
the day, Sophia Devita, Irving, Ponce
and Edwards poured it on to win the
4x400 with a time of 4:04. Getting
the baton far behind the lead runner
from Union, Ponce made up some
big time ground to put Edwards within
striking range of the leaders.

“I never ran the third leg before,
but I knew I had to pick it up, so I went
for it,” Ponce said. “Ashley is the girl.
She is amazing.”

“Around the back turn, I started
catching everybody. At the 200 mark,
I had a little extra energy left over.
The last stretch, I gave it all I had,”
Edwards said.

Blue Devil sophomores Devita,
who had the fifth-fastest time of 1:10,
Amanda Marcatullo (seventh best at
1:10.92) and Eileen Cook (1:11.8)
crossed second in the 400-hurdles
with a time of 3:32.72.

“Three personal bests and a school
record,” coach Buccino pointed out.

Shimonov was not quite pleased
with her leap of 15’3.5” in the long
jump, but she did join teammates
Devon Cacchione and Kate Evans to
place fourth in the 400-hurdles with a
time of 3:36.9. Cacchione’s time of
1:09.92 was the fourth fastest in the
event.

“It wasn’t really a good day. The
wind was blowing. I jumped 15’3”.
My best is 15’10”, but right now, I
just PR’d [personal record] in the
400-hurdles. I broke 70 [seconds]. I

am really happy about that,”
Shimonov said.

Raiders Danielle Schweizer at

95’8” and Kim Wenson at 95’7” with
the best tosses of the afternoon and
Erin Brown at 87’1” won the discus

with a total distance of 278’4”.
Wenson, Schweizer and Osa Ebose
won the team shot put with a distance
of 107’6.25”. The same trio took
fourth in the javelin with a distance of
256’6” followed by Blue Devils Eliza-
beth Penczak, Meghan Reilly and
Sara Mitchell at 250’9”.

Raiders Rebecca Kreyer, Justine
Valdes, Kathleen Leeper and Erin
Pierce crossed first in the 4x1,600
with a time of 22:29.04. Blue Devils
Alyssa Hatch, Lisa Nehring, Shan-
non Mooney and Elizabeth Griesmar
finished fourth at 23:15.42 and Cou-
gars Bridget Miller, Veronica Miller,
Megan Byrnes and Katia Oltmann
finished fifth at 23:16.25. Raiders
Pierce, Isabel Crystal, Kreyer and
Leeper finished third in the distance
medley relay with a time of 12:57.11.
Nehring, Devita, Eileen Cook and
Astrid Adriens finished fourth in the
4x800 at 10:09.63.

Cougar Burke at 4’10”, Grant at
4’8” and Schetlich at 4’6” took fourth
in the team high jump with a height of
14 feet. Raiders Canfield (second-
best height of 5 feet), Nagourney
(4’6”) and Handy (4’4”) placed fifth
with a height of 13’10”.

Devil Boys Sprint Away with County Relay Crown
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are going to have a good 4x2[00]. Ev-
erybody will be stacking up the 4x2’s.
The 4x4 is going to be intense, but I
think we are taking first in one of them.
I just don’t know which one,” he said.

Both events were indeed stacked
on April 30, but the Blue Devils made
good on Gray’s prediction of a vic-
tory when Williams, Gates, Gray and
Jon Henry crossed the line first in the
4x200 with a barrier-breaking time
of 1:29.25. Henry got the baton in
third position and turned on the burn-
ers in the final straightaway to pass
the Elizabeth frontrunner.

“Honestly, I thought he was trying
to block me out, but I fought my way
through it,” Jon Henry said. “Every-
body did a really good job. We did
what we were supposed to do.”

The Blue Devils earned a little com-
fort zone when Zach Lizmi, Jack
Leahy, John Kirna and Andrew Kirna
beat out Raiders Matt Alfano, Vidham
Malik, Brandon Wheeler and Alex
Parker for first in the 4x1,600 with
respective times of 18:36.66 and
18:57.08. Cranford Cougars George
El-Khoury, Mike Cassidy, Tom
Feeney and Eli Howard finished
eighth at 19:55.74

The Blue Devils capped to meet
when Jhakyse Williams, Brian Henry,
Gray and Jon Henry won the 4x400
with a time of 3:19.34. Brian Henry
took the baton in second place but
turned on the burners to take the lead by
the time he handed the baton to Gray,
who opened up a bigger lead then Jon

Henry brought it home for the win.
“I went out fast, stayed on the guy’s

back. I hit the 200, put my chin down
and started kicking it,” Brian Henry
explained. “We needed this one too.
We win this, we win the whole thing.”

Blue Devils Mike Kelley, Garrett
Pryor, Tyler Cusick and Ryan
Scrudato finished third in the very
competitive distance medley relay
with a time of 10:39.05. Raiders
Parker, Bob Evans, Alfano and
Wheeler crossed fourth at 10:53.64.
Cranford Cougars Jeff Sun, Tyler
Ainge, Billy Haussner and Will Smith
finished fifth at 11:10.25.

Gates, Jon Henry, Star and Will-
iams placed third in the 4x100 at
43.63. Connor Shields, Brian Henry
and Nick Polak took third in the 400-
hurdles with a time of 3:00.5. Will-
iams with a leap of 19’9.5”, Shields
at 19 feet and Aswad Turner at 18’6.75
took fifth in the long jump with a
distance of 57’4.75”.

Blue Devils Dave Fishman (13’6”)
and Justin Butler (11’6”) placed sec-
ond in the pole vault with a height of
25 feet behind Governor Livingston’s
Justin Amezquita (15’0”) and An-
thony DeFranco (13’0) with a 28-
feet total. Amezquita made three at-
tempts at 15’6” but just missed. Prior
to that, Fishman jacked the bar up to
14 feet in an attempt to establish a
personal best. The effort was good,
but he came up a little short.

“Going up against Justin
Amezquita is always a challenge. He

won the Meet of Champions two times
in a row. He is impressive to watch,”
said Fishman, whose PR is 13’9”.
“You just want to work hard and you
want to compete. Today was one of
those days. I didn’t get 14, but I feel
good. It’s good to look at someone,
who has skill, but most of it is going
to come from more repetition, more
practice. I think by the end of the
season, I will improve my PR, and it
will be good.”

Raiders Dan Pesin (11’0) and Zack
Carow (10’0) placed third in the pole
vault at 21 feet. Raiders Sabastian
Valdes (42’11”), Mike Tufaro (41’5”)
and Clausen (40’7.5”) placed fifth in
the shot put with a distance of
124’11.5”. Cranford Cougars Errol
Petgrave (127’ – fourth best throw),
Jesse Sobocinski and Greg Miller
placed fourth in the discus with a
distance of 333’8”.

Union Catholic Vikings Evan
Gingrich, Allen Eke, Kevin Mulligan
and DJ Thornton broke the meet
record of 7:53.5 in the 4x800 set by
Westfield in 1995 by crossing in
7:52.57. Blue Devils Kelley, Tooley,
Scrudato and Tyler Cusick finished
third at 8:03.67. Cougars Smith, Paul
Cassaro, Haussner and Sun crossed
sixth at 8:16.76.

Blue Devils Mike Depaola (5’10”),
Nick Polak (5’8”) and Brian Henry
(5’6”) took second in the high jump
at 17 feet. Polak, Shields and Depaola
placed fourth in the triple jump with
a distance of 117’8”.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A GOOD STRIDE OVER THE HURDLES…Cougar Megan Schetlich, shown, along with Rebecca Shimonov,
Bryanna Grant and Kelly Burke placed second in the shuttle hurdles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING THE LEADOFF LEG…Cougar Bridget Miller ran the leadoff leg in the 4x1,600 at the Union County Relays.
Bridget, Veronica Miller, Megan Byrnes and Katia Oltmann finished fifth in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO ATTAIN NEW HEIGHTS…Governor Livingston’s Justin Amezquita made three valiant attempts to
clear 15’6” in the pole vault at the Union County Relays on April 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANCHORING THE WINNING 4X1,600…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Erin
Pierce anchored the winning 4x1,600 relay team, which included Rebecca Kreyer,
Justine Valdes and Kathleen Leeper.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONGEST LEAP OF THE DAY…Cougar Kelly Burke had the longest leap of
the day in the triple jump with a distance of 37’10” at the Union County Relays.


