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Blue Devils Outlast Cougars
In Defensive Lax Battle, 6-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Former Raider Runner
On WHS-SPF Rivalry

Several months ago Joe Guty was
googling one night when he came
across a mention in a Devils’ Den
about the passing of former WHS
runner Bob McDonough.

A former standout runner at SP-F
(’77) and a longtime friend of
McDonough’s, Guty sent an e-mail
to thank me for the mention. It turns
out that Guty is now the sports editor
of the Dillsburg Banner, a weekly
newspaper in western Pennsylvania,
just across the border from Young-
stown, Ohio. He recently got a bit
nostalgic (it happens when you reach
a certain age) about the WHS vs. SPF
rivalry, sending the following memo-
ries of the teams’ 1977 track dual
meet, which took place exactly 33
years and two days ago:

“Some dual meets have a long his-
tory and the Westfield vs. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood contest is no excep-
tion as one of the long-standing
‘friendly rivalries’ in New Jersey.
Many moons ago, on a cloudy and
cool May 4, 1977, to be exact, one of
the greatest dual meets between the
two schools took place.

“While there was no last event
drama – Westfield won by an 82-49
margin – the meet was significant in
that it marked an end of an era and a
beginning of another.

“The legendary Blue Devil mentor
Walt Clarkson was nearing the end of
his highly successful coaching career.
Across the field, Jean Poquette of the
Blue Raiders would retire from high
school coaching a year later. The two
coaches accumulated a staggering
number of conference, county and state
titles in both track and cross country.
They also both coached many indi-
vidual champions in the ’60s and ’70s.

“While they were friends off the
track, the coaches shared a penchant
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for producing winners, and had no
patience or use for losing. As a middle
distance runner for the Raiders, I was
rather intimidated by Clarkson. No
coach had a longer or quicker stride,
and if he was agitated, then it was get
out of the way, if you could. Maybe
part of his aura – or fear factor – was
that he was an outstanding collegiate
miler and demanded his athletes to be
competitive; frankly there was one
option – one had to do their utmost
best.

“Poquette was equally demanding.
Two weeks before the Westfield dual
meet, our middle distance crew ran
220 yards 16 times in 30-31 seconds
with a 45-second recovery. The “re-
coveries” were so short that there was
little time to think about the pain. A
steady diet of intervals was the norm
... more pain.

“To build strength for the spring,
many of us would take our long train-
ing runs, ironically, to Westfield, to
Echo Lake Park, for example. In the
summers, it was twice-a-day long
runs.

“Cranford, Plainfield, Union and
Elizabeth all fielded formidable teams
and individuals as well. However, we
knew that Westfield was the team to
beat. In those years they had standouts
like Brian Clancey, Mike O’Brien,
Dave Miller, Chris Paul, Marc
Giguere and Andy Hubsch, to name a
few.

“But that’s what often drove us –
knowing that Clarkson would have
his runners ready. And, while wear-
ing at the time the light blue colors of
Scotch Plains, if you beat Westfield,
it was a significant accomplishment.

“That spirit typified what happened
on the track that day in 1977. The host
Westfield squad was deep, with in-
door sprint champions Frank Kelly

and Harold (Butch) Woolfolk along
with a distance corps that had won the
1976 state all-group cross-country
title. The Blue Devils didn’t hold
back in the field events either.

“As the coaches wound down their
careers, some of the young athletes
were just beginning theirs.

“Woolfolk starred on the gridiron
as well and later achieved success at
Michigan and with the New York
Giants. Bob McNally won the discus
and shot put, while Miller ran a dead
heat in the mile against the Raiders’
Matt Makowski as both distance aces
clocked 4:24.5. Kelly, small in stat-
ure but powerful like a locomotive
and muscular, captured the 100-yard
dash.

“Scotch Plains featured future 110-
meter high hurdle world record holder
Renaldo (Skeets) Nehemiah, who
won both hurdles races and clocked
21.4 in the 220 to defeat Woolfolk
(21.8) and Kelly (21.9). Nehemiah
would go on to win the state title and
set the national record in the 120-
high hurdles. Track and Field News
named him the 1977 Athlete of the
Year. He was, arguably, one of the
best athletes of all time – in any sport
– from the Garden State.

“Both teams clawed for every point
possible. Nehemiah won the long
jump but Woolfolk bolstered the Blue
Devils total score as he captured the
high jump (5-10) and the 440 (50.7).
Paul won the two-mile run in 9:36.8.
The 880 was a tactical affair with the
entire field covering the first lap in 65
seconds. Down the stretch, Terry
Brady and I were neck-in-neck as I
barely edged the Blue Devil in 2:02.5.
It was too little, too late for the visi-
tors, who fell to 4-1, while Westfield
stayed perfect at 5-0. With victory in
hand, Westfield won the mile relay
with Brady, Bob McDonough, John
Byrne and Werner Wyrwich.

“When the 2010 Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood teams toed
the starting line back on April 20 (a
115-25 WHS victory), they were cre-
ating their own history and carrying
on a more than half-century tradi-
tion.”

Many thanks to Joe for taking the
time to relive that moment.

For the record, the WHS and SPF
boys track teams have met 39 times in
dual meets, WHS winning 24 and
SPF 15.

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
The 1964 Topps “rookie card” for

former WHS baseball star Jeff Torborg
(’59) was a split card. Who was the
other Los Angeles Dodgers rookie on
card no. 337?

THIS AND THAT
Belated congratulations to Pat

Sabatino. The hard-working senior
finished with 323 points this winter,
giving him 612 for his career. That’s
no. 22 all-time for WHS boys basket-
ball, one notch behind Tony DiIorio
(’09) and one ahead of Harris Mosher
(’54).

The top 20 are: Bob King, Bob
Felter, Mike Venezia, Boo Bowers,
John Miles, Dan DeSerio, Spud Mon-
roe, Tim Goski, Mike Comandini,
Jeff Suto, Chris Rupp, Tom Scott,
Eric Hayes, Scott Novacek, Sam
Mitchell, Jan Cocozziello, Ted

Mavraganis, Jay Cook, Jim Masters
and Jim McKeon.

Junior Ryan Hess, who scored 311
points this past season, figures to
climb high into the top-20 next win-
ter (he is no. 33 right now with 528
career points).

Senior Rob Anderson recently tied
the school record for triples in a game
with two. Older brother Jason was the
most recent Devil to turn the trick.
Also having two triples in a game are:
Bobby Flynn, Kevin Price, Mike
Connell, Clint Factor (twice), John
Macko, Jay Cook and Mike Diaz.

It’s not too early to start getting
fired up for a potential WHS vs.
Lenape rematch in the state Group 4
tennis final. WHS won 3-2 last spring,
but Lenape returns six of its top seven,
including all three singles players.
There are, of course, several good
teams in the way of both schools –
Livingston, Ridgewood, Montgom-
ery, Hillsborough, Cherry Hill East
and West Windsor-Plainsboro South,
among others.

The golf team will be shooting for
its third straight – and 29th overall –
county title today at Echo Lake.
WHS’s last individual medalist was
Dan Leibowitz in 2007. Brandon
Molson and Sean Elliott figure to be
in contention today.

The boys lacrosse team has been
enjoying a turn-around spring, and
plays one of its biggest games of the
season on Monday, when it hosts
Pingry in the annual Bristol Cup game.
The prepsters have won the past two
meetings, giving them an 8-7 lead in
the 15-year-old series. The Devils (8-
4) recently played three Top 20 teams
in a row, beating West Morris, and
losing in overtime to both Seton Hall
Prep and Ridge.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Chris Jenkins (WHS, ’09) has

started two games for the 21-15
Stanford baseball team, but has had
trouble with his control. Despite al-
lowing just three hits and a .231 bat-
ting average for opponents in seven
innings, he has given up 11 walks,
while striking out 10.

Justin Olsen (WHS, ’08) has played
in 12 games and started three at catcher
for the Rutgers baseball team. The
redshirt freshman is hitting .211, with
one home run.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Outfielder Al Ferrara. Torborg

played 10 seasons, hitting .214 and
catching no-hitters by Sandy Koufax
(a perfect game), Bill Singer and
Nolan Ryan (his first of seven). Ferrara
played eight seasons, hitting .259 with
51 home runs.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is A.J. Murray. The junior
catcher tied the school record with
three doubles in a 14-6 win over
Union. Frank Piscopo (1949 vs.
Edison Tech) and Mike Diaz (2005
vs. Bridgewater-Raritan) also share
the record.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

balls, 34-21, but did trail the Cougars
slightly in face-offs. Andstatt was
given numerous opportunities to have
shining moments, and he also dem-
onstrated his versatility by making 18
saves, two in a row, which came from
pointblank range in the third quarter.
Blue Devil goalie Jeff LaForge made
three saves.

“Their goalie played great. It was
one of the best goalie performances
against us all season,” said Blue Devil
senior defender Zander Maslow, who
added, our goalie played lights out.
We held them.”

“Bobby Anstatt played phenom-
enally. We had some very good op-
portunities to score, and it was a com-
bination of us not hiding our shots
well and great goaltending,” coach
Silbergeld said.

“We had to rely on our goalie. He
did a tremendous job keeping us in.
We knew he had to have a good game,
and he did,” Cougar Head Coach Al
Reinoso said. “Unfortunately, we
were not able to capitalize on the
momentum that we gained with the
big saves. We tried to work things
offensively, as far as match-ups, but
their kids did a heck of a job.”

The Blue Devils’ wall of defense
had its work cut out handling Cougar
attackers Steve DiGiovanni, who will
play for Hofstra next year, and Tom
Fitzgerald, along with senior
midfielder Mike Sheehan. Maslow
stepped up to hound DiGiovanni all
afternoon.

“We had to shut down their three
best players. We had to get on their
hands early, and we shut them down.
DiGiovanni is one of the quickest
players we’ve had all season. We knew

we can’t stop moving our feet when
we are guarding him,” Maslow said.

“They know our personnel. They
play with each other in the summer-
time. They can’t get anything by each
other. They had a little too much for
us today, but I am really proud of how
we competed,” coach Reinoso said.

Early in the first quarter, the Blue
Devils’ center defense got out of po-
sition, and Sheehan quickly took ad-
vantage and scored. With less than
two minutes left in the quarter, Blue
Devil attacker Sam Rosenburgh rolled
an unassisted goal past Anstatt. Forty
seconds later, Bohlinger netted his
first goal.

After Bohlinger scored in the sec-
ond quarter, DiGiovanni whipped in
a wraparound goal. Bohlinger scored
his two quick goals early in the fourth
quarter then Fitzgerald, assisted by
Sheehan, caught Westfield in a middle
of a defensive switch and scored.
Sophomore attacker Paul Devita, with
Bohlinger’s assist, scored the final
goal.

“They beat West Morris and they
just lost two heartbreaking, overtime
games to more state-ranked teams,
Ridge and Seton Hall Prep. It’s
Westfield! It’s a level ‘A’ program.
We knew we would have to slow the
game down and play very defensive
minded,” coach Reinoso said.
Cranford 1 1 0 1 3
Westfield 2 1 0 3 6

COLEMAN ESTATES:  A private enclave of two homes on the
quiet end of the street.  3300 square feet of living space on nearly
a quarter of acre property.  This fine quality five bedroom, three
and two half bath residence offers a flowing floor plan, finished
with the Buontempo luxury millwork, gourmet kitchen, beautiful
baths, a finished basement and a finished attic suite. $1,129,000.
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