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A Few Vignettes Celebrating
Joy and Renewal of Spring

By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

This year I have been among those
who greet our Day School children
every morning, help them out of
their cars, and then safely into the
school. It is a great way to start the
day! A few weeks back, I was assist-
ing one of our parish Day School
students into school when she
stopped along the sidewalk and said
with wonder, “Oh, I can see little
flowers coming up!” This 2-year-
old had such excitement and appre-
ciation in her voice. (She melted the
hearts of those of us escorting the
children…).

Several minutes later, as I was
walking back down the hallway for
another round of kids and cars, there
came one of the friendliest of our
school moms who, on this day, de-
cided not to do the standard drop off
and go, but instead, had parked and
walked her child into the hallway.
She is always attractive, but this day
she was beaming. “What a beautiful
day,” I said. She replied instantly,
“Yes, with the sun out it just puts
everybody in a better frame of mind.”

Then, after a morning of meetings
away from the parish, as I was enter-
ing the hallway off the driveway (I
suspect with some gentle prodding
from the teachers), a whole line of
our students started calling out, “Hi,
Father Andrew! Hi, Father Andrew!”
I doffed my retro, black,
businessman’s style hat as I walked

by. As I was listening to the laughter
at my gesture, one of the children
announced to his classmates, “That
was a fashion show!” This will go
onto my all-time top five list of over-
heard student comments, right up
there with another comment heard
at the end of a single-file line of
students who said an enthusiastic
“Hi” to me as we passed each other
in the hallway. As they were about to
round the corner to the parish hall
and I was descending the stairs at the
lobby, I heard one of the little guys
say, with what I thought was the
slightest hint of naughtiness in his
voice, “Father Andrew is a stuffed
animal!”

Spring is here, more or less. The
clocks have sprung forward; the
ground has truly sprung flowers. I
suggest that we might be forgiven,
after the winter we have endured, to
be more than a little giddy and ex-
cited about it. Of course, with spring
comes the heart of our liturgical year
as Lent gives way to the Triduum of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
the Easter season. Jesus lived, loved,
suffered, died and is risen.

As spring continues to emerge, I
hope that your lives are full of little
vignettes about which you can re-
joice as well.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Hamersley is rector of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located
at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

FUN AT THE CASINO…Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold its
Casino Night on Saturday, May 15, beginning at 7 p.m. The event will take place
at the temple, located at 74 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood. Featured will be
popular games, a live auction and refreshments. Proceeds from the evening will
support temple programs. For tickets or more information, e-mail
office@sholomnj.org or call (908) 889-4900. Pictured is a past Casino Night event.

Benefit Casino Night on Tap
At Temple Sholom May 15

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community to its Casino
Night on Saturday, May 15, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The event will take
place at the temple, located at 74
South Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

The evening’s festivities will in-
clude such popular games as rou-
lette, poker and blackjack. All funds
raised will help support Temple
Sholom’s various community, edu-
cational and religious programs.

In addition to the casino games,
there will be a live auction for items
such as tickets to a New York Yan-
kees baseball game or two hours of
professional home organizing, cour-
tesy of Uncluttered Home.

Tickets are $20 for $40 worth of
casino chips or $36 for $100 worth.
Chips may be used for gambling and
to buy tickets to enter an end-of-the-
evening raffle for prizes such as gift
baskets and services.

“Casino Night is always one of our
congregation’s most eagerly antici-
pated events,” said Gale Miller, one of
the event’s organizers. “It’s an incred-
ibly fun night out, and what’s best of
all is that every penny we receive from
tickets sales and gambling go directly
to benefit our temple.”

Refreshments are included in the
ticket price. To purchase tickets or
obtain more information, e-mail
office@sholomnj.org or call (908)
889-4900.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish Congregation led
by Rabbi Joel Abraham. The temple
and its religious school are home to
about 250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area. Cur-
rently residing within the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, the temple has
purchased five acres of land in Scotch
Plains for its future home. Temple
Sholom is a member of the Union for
Reform Judaism. For more informa-
tion about Temple Sholom, visit
sholomnj.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, May 10, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School gymna-
sium on First Street in Westfield.

Richard Longshore will be the guest
speaker. Mr. Longshore holds a Doc-
toral degree in Public Administration
from The Maxwell School of Citi-
zenship and Public Affairs of Syra-
cuse University and has 30 years work
experience in health care manage-
ment. Questions from the audience
will be welcome.

After the meeting, attendees will
have an opportunity to sign up for the
club’s annual end-of-season luncheon.
It will be held in the gymnasium at
12:30 p.m. on Monday, June 14. Addi-
tionally, a boat ride from the Jersey
shore is planned for Tuesday, June 8,
with a luncheon to be served on board.

Adult Forum to Spotlight
‘The Art of Marc Chagall’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The com-
munity is invited to the Adult Fo-
rum class on Sunday, May 16, at
11:30 a.m. at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church, entitled “The
Art of Marc Chagall.”

Through a lecture, power point
slides of Chagall’s work and dis-
cussion, the program will explore
the art and theology of Chagall, one
of the most prolific and popular
painters of the 20th century.

Participants will see how
Chagall’s technique developed and
style changed through the rise of
modernism, and will have an op-
portunity to share impressions of
his work and mission. The class
will look at Chagall’s beliefs about
Judaism, Christianity and politics –
from his childhood in Belarus to his
adulthood in the western capitols
and art centers of the world.

“The Art of Marc Chagall” is one
of many programs developed by Doug
Rollender for Adult Education in lo-
cal churches. Described as highly
interactive, his programs incorporate
questioning, singing and discussion
about faith and mission. Other pro-
grams he has developed include “The
Gospel Music of Elvis”; “The Rheto-
ric of Paul”; “Albert Ellis and Ratio-
nal Emotive Behavior Therapy” and
“Images of God and Man – Biblical
Blessings and Curses.”

A Bridgewater resident, Mr.
Rollender recently retired from
Alcatel-Lucent, where he managed
product and market planning and
industry standards development. He
has been awarded 21 United States
and European patents related to
wireless networking and mobile
communications.

Mr. Rollender also is founder and
musical director of the Dixie Mix
Dixieland Band, which played for
the Mardi Gras Jazz Worship
Service at the Willow Grove Church
in February. He plays the trombone,
baritone, sousaphone and piano.

This Adult Forum will follow the
worship service, which begins at 10
a.m. The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan

Road in Scotch Plains, near the corner
of South Martine Avenue. All church
facilities are handicap-accessible. For
other church ministries, visit
willowgrovechurch.org. Further
information also is available by
calling (908) 232-5678.

Senior Citizens Club to Meet
Today at Borough Firehouse
GARWOOD – The next meeting of

the Garwood Senior Citizens Club
will take place today, Thursday, May
6, at noon at the Garwood Firehouse
on South Avenue. After welcoming all
members, President Harry McKasson
will call for committee reports.

Trip Coordinator Walter Maszczak
has scheduled the next senior citizen
trip for Friday, May 21, to the Brown-
stone in Paterson for a performance
of “Uncle Floyd’s Really Big Bur-
lesque Show.” The cost of $45 per
person includes the show, meal and
bus transportation. The bus will leave

at 10:15 a.m. from the Garwood
Firehouse and return at approxi-
mately 5 p.m.

Birthdays celebrated during May
include those of Hans Brodie, Ann
Illein, Janet Lyons, Shirley Swayze
and Helen Talaha.

The Garwood Senior Citizen Pic-
nic will be held on Thursday, June
24, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Little League Field on Myrtle Av-
enue in Garwood. The event will
include food, music, dancing, games
and socializing. Attendees are asked
to bring lawn chairs. Interested per-
sons are asked to respond no later
than Thursday, June 17, by calling
(908) 789-0738. In the event of rain,
the picnic will be held at the firehouse
in Garwood.

Beginner line dancing will continue
to be held on Mondays from 9 to 10
a.m. at the firehouse. There will be no
class on Memorial Day, May 31.

On Tuesdays, bowling takes place
at 1 p.m. at the Garwood Lanes. An
exercise class is offered from 9 to 10
a.m. on Wednesdays at the firehouse,
and a craft class will be held on
Thursday, May 13, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the firehouse. Those inter-
ested in the craft class must pre-
register five days in advance by call-
ing Rosemary at (908) 272-1705.

Additionally, a ceramic class is
scheduled for Thursday, May 27,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
firehouse. Those interested must pre-
register five days in advance by call-
ing (908) 276-1090.

Nominees Are Sought
For ‘Friend of Youth’
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club

of Westfield is seeking nominations
for its “Friend of Youth Award.”

Each year, the club honors with
this special recognition and cash
award a member of the community
who has shown particular devotion
to nurturing the healthy growth of
young people.

Members of the club review nomi-
nations and present the award to a
person who has given selflessly in
an effort to guide and develop
Westfield youth into mature and re-
sponsible adults.

Nominations can be made by let-
ter, which should include a capsule
biography of the nominee, listing
that person’s various accomplish-
ments that may qualify him or her
for the award.

All nominations are due by Tues-
day, May 25, and should be sent to:
Anne B. Grote, Project Director, 174
Lincoln Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
The winning nominee will be hon-
ored at the Optimist Club meeting of
Wednesday, June 9, at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

WCW’s Wine-Cheese
To Aid Meal Program
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield (WCW) will host a Wine
and Cheese Tasting on Sunday, May
16, from 1 to 5 p.m. at American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield.

This social event will be open to
the public. Coolvines of Westfield
will supply the wines. Hors d’oeuvres,
desserts, tea, coffee, a 50-50 raffle
and tricky tray also will be featured.

All proceeds will benefit the
WCW’s Lunches To Go program.
Club members make more than 200
bagged lunches 15 times a year, which
are distributed to the needy in New
Jersey and New York by the Bridges
organization. For more information
and reservations, call (908) 233-2339,
(908) 233-1542 or (908) 272-8687.

5K Run and Walk
To Aid Valerie Fund

AREA – The Valerie Fund 5K Run
and Walk, in support of comprehen-
sive health care for children with can-
cer and blood disorders, will be held
on Saturday, June 12. It will take place
at Verona Park, located at Bloomfield
and Lakeview Avenues in Verona.

The run will begin at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by the walk at 10 a.m. Last
year, 2,000 walkers and 600 runners
participated in the event, with more
than 199 teams raising $200,000.

Donations Are Sought
For Benefit Tag Sale

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church is seeking dona-
tions for a tag sale fundraiser that
will take place on Saturday, May 15,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Items needed
include tools, jewelry, bicycles, Little
Tikes playsets, toys, infant equip-
ment such as cribs and strollers, and
household items and small furniture
in good condition. All proceeds will
support the Youth Mission Trip this
summer to Port Washington, Ohio.

This year, more than 20 local youth
will travel to southern Ohio to work
with children and help with commu-
nity improvement projects. Donations
may be dropped off at the church at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield Mon-
day through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. until Thursday, May 13. Indi-
viduals may drop off larger items start-
ing on Monday, May 10.

All unsold items will be donated
to local charities such as the
Westfield Service League and the
Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless. For additional informa-
tion or to arrange for a pickup, call
(908) 233-3678.


