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Cops In Shops Program To Be Run
In The Town of Westfield

WESTFIELD – Law enforcement
officers from the Westfield Police
Department will join forces with local
retail establishments to deter the sale
of alcoholic beverages to underage
individuals and to stop adults from
attempting to purchase alcoholic bev-
erages for people under the legal age.
The Westfield Police Department was
afforded the opportunity to conduct
this program through funding received
from the State of New Jersey Division
of Alcoholic Beverage Control: En-

forcing the Underage Drinking Laws
Grant Program.

For the next several weekends, law
enforcement officers will conduct this
program in the Town of Westfield with
the voluntary participation of these
retail establishments. Officers who
have received specialized training in
the enforcement of underage drinking
will be actively looking to identify
and target these underage individuals
or the adults attempting to purchase
the alcoholic beverages for them.
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Nature Club Posts Events
To Be Held This Weekend

AREA – The Greater Watchung
Nature Club has announced addi-
tional activities this month. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend all club pro-
grams and trips.

On Saturday, May 8, Joyce Payeur
will lead a bird walk through
Brightwood Park in Westfield to look
for spring migrants. Interested per-
sons are asked to meet at 7 a.m. at the
park. Directions to the park are as
follow: Take Prospect Street north
from Broad Street in Westfield; go
about 1.5 miles, passing Brightwood
Avenue; the park will be on the left.
Go left at the break in the chainlink
fence and park in the lot.

On May 9, the club will hold the
third of four of its early Sunday walks
during the height of migration. This

walk will take place at the Old De-
serted Village in the Watchung Res-
ervation. The group will meet at 7
a.m. at Glenside Avenue and the Cata-
ract Hollow Road parking lot.

These walks are geared to both be-
ginner and expert birders. Participants
will look at migrants beginning at 7
a.m. and enjoy coffee and doughnuts
at 9 a.m. The cost to participate is $1.

Clare Minick coordinates these
local park tours. Those interested are
asked to call Clare at (908) 518-0199
so she knows how many to expect.

The Greater Watchung Nature Club
is dedicated to promoting fellowship
among those who share an apprecia-
tion of the natural world. Annual dues
are $12 for an individual, $17 for a
couple/family and $4 for students.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale
To Benefit Homeless Pets

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold
its annual Mother’s Day plant sale
this Saturday, May 8, from 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at its thrift shop.

An assortment of annuals and pe-
rennials will be available for sale.
There also will be a 50-percent-off
sale on all merchandise in the shop.
Located at 1750 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains, the shop is open
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every
day except Sunday and Monday. In
addition to plants for sale, there will
be an array of gift items, among them
new hair accessories, hats and scarves
appropriate for Mother’s Day gifts.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Community members
donate all items sold in the shop for
the benefit of homeless animals.

Best Friend is urgently in need of
new/gently used items to restock its
thrift shop shelves. Shop proceeds
enable the group to provide care for
a shelter animal or a stray until a
permanent home can be found, in-
cluding veterinary and boarding ex-
penses.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or visit pets awaiting adop-
tion at bestfriend.petfinder.org. Mon-

etary donations are tax-deductible
and also urgently needed by the res-
cue group. Donations can be sent to:
Best Friend, P.O. Box 335, Cranford,
N.J. 07016.
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Cat Adoptions Set
For This Weekend

AREA – Lost Paws Animal Rescue,
a non-profit animal welfare organiza-
tion serving New Jersey, will sponsor
pet adoption events on Saturday and
Sunday, May 8 and 9, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the PETsMART store in
Bridgewater’s Promenade Mall, lo-
cated at the intersection of Route 28
and Route 287.

Among the many cats and kittens
for adoption will be “Amber,” a pretty,
domestic, short-haired orange kitten
that is about seven months old. Am-
ber was surrendered with two of her
siblings. According to Lost Paws, the
best situation would be for her to be
adopted into a home with another
kitten or adopted with another kitten.
Amber is current with her vaccina-
tions, is spayed and has tested nega-
tive for feline leukemia and FIV.

To adopt, for more information
or to see other pets available for
adoption, visit lpar.petfinder.com.

Astronomy Day on Tap
At Trailside May 15

MOUNTAINSIDE – Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present Astronomy Day on Saturday,
May 15, at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center, located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

Astronomy Day is an annual na-
tionwide celebration during which
amateur astronomy clubs all over the
country share their passion for the sky
with the public. Families will receive
basic information and practical ad-
vice on beginning astronomy. The cel-
ebration will begin at noon with solar
observing, astronomical talks and
demonstrations, and will end at 5 p.m.

The festivities will continue at 8:30
p.m. for stargazing until 10:30 p.m.
(weather permitting). The astronomi-
cal talks will include “Selecting a Tele-
scope,” “Astronomy with Binoculars,”
“Update on NASA Programs,” “Find-
ing Objects in the Sky” and “What’s
Up in the Night Sky.” Drawings for
free prizes will follow each lecture.
Admission and parking will be free.

Senior Advisory Committee
Posts Cruise, Culinary Trips
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has planned two trips for 2010.

A two-hour cruise around Manhat-
tan Island aboard the Spirit Line will
take place on Wednesday, July 14,
featuring views of the New York sky-
line, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis
Island. A buffet lunch also will be
included, with dessert and beverages
served tableside. Music will be pro-
vided for listening or dancing. Ac-
cess to the ship is provided for handi-
capped individuals at the docking
site of Chelsea Piers in New York.

The bus will leave at 9:30 a.m.
from the Scotch Hills Country Club
parking lot, located at Plainfield Av-

enue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains, and return at about 5 p.m. The
cost for Scotch Plains residents is
$50 (the cost of the bus charter pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch
Plains). Space permitting, non-resi-
dents may participate at a cost of $55.

All registrations must be made at
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment, Room 113 of the municipal
building at 430 Park Avenue. Regis-
tration will commence on Monday,
May 10, for residents and Monday,
May 17, for non-residents.

The second trip planned is to the
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde
Park, N.Y. on Thursday, August 19.
The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Country Club lot at 9:45 a.m. A
luncheon served by student chefs will
take place at 11:30 a.m. A tour of the
facility is scheduled for 2:30 p.m.

The luncheon will be served in the
American Bounty Restaurant (in place
of the famous Escoffier French Restau-
rant, which is closed for renovations).
Featured will be lettuce wedges, fresh
vegetables, parmesan crusted chicken
stuffed with mushrooms, plus veg-
etables and a starch, and fruit cobbler
for dessert. Any change in this menu by
a participant involves an additional $10
and must be done at registration.

The cost of the luncheon and tour is
$35 each for township residents and
$40 for non-residents. Registration
must be made at the recreation depart-
ment beginning Monday, July 12, for
residents and Monday, July 19, for
non-residents.

Due to the financial requirements of
the administrations involved in operat-
ing the cruise line and the Culinary
Institute of America, registration must
be made well in advance of the trip
dates. Interested persons are encour-
aged to register as soon as possible. For
more information, call (908) 889-2084
or (908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

HIGH ACHIEVERS…The Liberty District, a division of New Jersey State Federa-
tion of Woman’s Clubs (NJSFWC) and comprised of 27 clubs, held its Achievement
Day March 30 at the Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair Club House. The Woman’s
Club of Westfield captured eight awards. The winning items will be sent on to the
NJSFWC for further consideration on the state level. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Jean Murphy, Party Favor (Gold); Cindy Neivert, Scrapbook (Gold); Madeline
Roeber, Adult Sweater (Second Place); Marjorie Wieseman, Newsletter (Gold); Bee
Benish, Baby Sweater (Gold) and Anne Magnotti, Photography (Gold). Not shown
are Anne Cepparulo, Pressbook (Gold) and Roseleen Flaherty, Newsletter (Gold).

Westfield
Tuesday, April 27, Tahira Harris,

22, of Newark was arrested and
charged with shoplifting and simple
assault at her Central Avenue place of
employment. Harris is suspected of
having failed to ring up a sale at the
food establishment, and also alleg-
edly punched a fellow employee in
the nose. The victim did not require
medical attention, according to po-
lice. Harris was processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Thursday, April 29, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Geoffrey Pridgeon, 51, of Piscataway
was arrested on South Avenue near
Palsted Avenue on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant in the
amount of $728. He was released on
his own recognizance with a
Piscataway court date.

Thursday, April 29, Carlton
Lawson, 20, of Newark was arrested
at Cranford police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield warrant. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and processed, but was
unable to post the $663 bail and was
committed to the Union County jail.

Saturday, May 1, Kevin E. Slattery,
31, of Westfield was arrested during
a traffic stop near the intersection of
East North Avenue and South Chest-
nut Street. Slattery was wanted on
two traffic warrants from Westfield
with total bail of $145. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after
posting the full bail amount.

Saturday, May 1, a Scotch Plains
resident turned in a silver-and-blue
Canon Power Shot camera, which
was found inside a black-and-gray
SunPak case in Mindowaskin Park.
The Westfield Police Department is
holding the item for safekeeping.

Sunday, May 2, Westfield patrol
officers observed the driver’s side
window smashed on a motor vehicle
parked in the 600 block of West Broad
Street. The owner of the vehicle was
contacted and confirmed that the dam-
age was new. The incident occurred
between 9 p.m. on May 1 and 1:25
a.m. on May 2. It did not appear that
anything was stolen from inside the
vehicle, according to police.

Sunday, May 2, a Hamilton resi-
dent reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mis-
chief on the 500 block of Prospect
Street. The rear window on the driver’s
side of the vehicle was broken.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 27, an attendant at a

Route 22 gas station reported that a
customer asked him to fill her tank,
and then pulled away from the pump
with the nozzle still inserted in her
vehicle, causing the nozzle to be-
come disconnected from the coupling
on the gas pump. According to po-
lice, the driver of the vehicle stated
that the attendant handed her a re-
ceipt, which she thought indicated
that the transaction was complete and
that was why she pulled away.

Wednesday, April 28, Freddie M.
Hamilton, Jr., 20, of Union was picked
up at the Union Police Department
and charged with an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount
of $139. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and held in
lieu of bail.

Thursday, April 29, Darin A. Gioeli,
22, of West Babylon, N.Y. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 on an outstanding war-
rant out of Middlesex in the amount
of $240.

Friday, April 30, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that a
new client set up an account with her
to have packages delivered to her
business, and that she would then
send them on to their final destina-
tion, which was listed as Nigeria.

According to police, she received
multiple packages from a pharma-
ceutical company that were pur-
chased from the client and sent to
her location. The pharmaceutical
company then contacted her, stating
the packages were purchased fraudu-
lently and that the credit card the
client provided was declined, police
said. The business owner was ad-
vised to send all packages back to
the sender.

Friday, April 30, an officer re-
sponded to a report of an intoxicated
person on Route 22. According to
police, the officer intercepted the in-
dividual at a location on Route 22.
The officer observed that the man
was extremely intoxicated and had a
cut above his left eye and numerous
scrapes on his arms and hands. The
rescue squad was called to the scene.

The man’s wife also arrived at the
scene and stated that her husband had
too much to drink at a friend’s house
and had walked out of the house,
police said. The individual refused
medical attention and was released to
his wife.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 27, a student at the

Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone en-
tered his locker and removed $50 in
cash.

Tuesday, April 27, a patron at a
Terrill Road restaurant reported that
someone broke a window on his motor
vehicle and removed his GPS, valued
at approximately $150.

Tuesday, April 27, Orland Cestona,
25, of Union was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop, at which time the
officer smelled the odor of marijuana.

According to police, further investi-
gation revealed Cestona was alleg-
edly in possession of the marijuana
with the intent to distribute. Cestona
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Union County jail after failure to post
bail, which was set at $150,000.

Tuesday, April 27, Andre Myrick,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Wednesday, April 28, Jerome
Seymour, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, April 29, Manuel
Cardoza, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, May 1, Edelimo Torres,
40, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with burglary. Authorities
said a resident heard suspicious ac-
tivity in her garage, and that when
police arrived they discovered Torres
inside the garage attempting to re-
move multiple items. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Saturday, May 1, Pedro Nunes, 26,
of Clark was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of
alcohol. Nunes was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, May 2, an officer on rou-
tine patrol observed a broken win-
dow at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. According to police, entry
was not gained.

Sunday, May 2, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a bicycle, valued at $200, from
the side of her residence.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 20, a Hispanic male

was observed shoplifting multiple
items, valued at $150, from a busi-
ness on the 100 block of South Av-
enue. According to police, a witness
was able to provide authorities with
the license plate of the motor vehicle
in which the suspect drove off.
Charges are pending.

Thursday, April 22, a resident of
the 100 block of Oakwood Court
reported that someone scratched the
passenger side of his motor vehicle
while it was parked in the driveway.

Friday, April 23, Jennifer Cherilus,
28, of Union was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, April 24, Absalon Litus,
30, of Irvington was arrested follow-
ing a field investigation on Martine
Avenue on warrants out of Newark
and Irvington. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 27, Craig M. Crisp,
36, of Plainfield was arrested on
multiple outstanding warrants out of
Newark after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, April 28, Steven C.
Thompson, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue. He was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Friday, April 30, a motorist driving
on North Avenue reported that a rock
flew off of a vehicle traveling in front
of him and smashed the passenger
side window of his vehicle. Accord-
ing to police, an investigation re-
vealed the rock was projected by a
lawn mower. No charges were filed.

Friday, April 30, police reported
that someone wrote graffiti in a bath-
room at LaGrande Park.

Saturday, May 1, a resident of the
2100 block of Russell Avenue re-
ported that someone wrote graffiti on
his motor vehicle while it was parked
in the street.

Saturday, May 1, a resident of the
100 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that someone removed a bi-
cycle, valued at $150, from his shed.

Saturday, May 1, a resident of the
100 block of LaGrande Avenue and
three residents of the 200 block of
Corielle Avenue reported that some-
one broke the windows of their ve-
hicles by throwing a projectile object
through them.

Sunday, May 2, a resident of the 50
block of Tower Place reported that
someone removed the lock from his
shed. According to police, nothing
was missing from the shed.

Sunday, May 2, Denis L. Williams,
62, of Fanwood was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant
out of Newark and also was charged
with possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, May 2, a resident of the
100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone removed two bicycles
from his shed, valued at $500.

Tuesday, May 4, Brandi C. Will-
iams, 33, of West Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Plainfield after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.


