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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Local Tea Party Needs to Focus
On Union County Tax Increases

Thanks to All Who Helped With
Book Sale at Westfield Library

President Should Be in Gulf Coast,
Not Cracking Jokes at Dinner

This Tea Partier Supports Re-election
Of Lance to Second Term Congress

Mother’s Day Gives Us Opportunity
To Honor These Special Women

This Sunday, May 9, our nation will celebrate
Mother’s Day, an annual tribute to mothers, grand-
mothers and other women whose nurturing, love,
life lessons and guidance set the course for a child’s
journey toward adulthood.

Mothers traditionally occupy a unique space in the
hearts and lives of their children, from infancy to
maturity. They are the first face we come to know as
newborns, our first teachers and role models, our
lifelong confidantes and friends.

The custom of honoring mothers has its origins in
ancient times. The Greeks dedicated an annual spring
festival to Rhea, the mother of multiple gods in their
culture’s mythology. Likewise, the Romans made
offerings to their maternal goddess Cybele. Centu-
ries ago, Christians in England began celebrating
“Mothering Sunday” on the fourth Sunday of Lent,
in honor of Mary, the mother of Jesus. This festival
eventually came to honor all mothers.

In the United States, Mother’s Day can be traced
to the Civil War era. In 1858, Appalachian home-
maker Anna Jarvis sought to raise awareness of the
need for improved sanitation through the creation of
Mothers’ Work Days. During the war, she organized
women in support of better sanitary conditions for
both sides of the conflict, and afterwards worked to
bring Union and Confederate neighbors together.

Mrs. Jarvis’ work influenced pacifist, suffragist
and author Julia Ward Howe, best known for having
penned “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” In 1870,
distressed by the devastation of the Civil War coupled
with the onset of the Franco-Prussian War in Europe,

she sought to unite women in a campaign for peace.
While her attempt to gain formal recognition for a
Mother’s Day for Peace was unsuccessful, her ef-
forts did help to inspire the eventual creation of
Mother’s Day.

Following Anna Jarvis’ death in 1905, her daugh-
ter, also named Anna, sought to recognize her
mother’s work with a day set aside especially to
honor mothers. The younger Anna Jarvis lobbied
noted businessmen, as well as politicians like Presi-
dents William Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt,
to champion creation of a special day to pay tribute
to mothers.

 The first Mother’s Day observance took place in
1907 at a church in West Virginia, where the first
Anna Jarvis had taught Sunday school. Eventually
the tradition spread to 45 states, with states making
the holiday official beginning in 1912. On May 8,
1914, President Woodrow Wilson established the
first national observance of Mother’s Day. Today,
Mother’s Day celebrations are held in more than 40
countries, although not all on the same day.

Over the years, Mother’s Day has typically come to
be celebrated with festive cards, flowers and senti-
mental gifts. Families usually also gather for a meal,
and clergy often devote sermons that day to the special
bond between mothers and their children.

We wish all the mothers and surrogate mothers in
our communities a happy and healthy Mother’s Day,
and encourage their sons, daughters and others who
have likewise experienced their love to remember
them warmly in return.

Over the past few weeks I’ve been
reading in your paper about the “Tea
Party” movement in Union County and
their outrage at the taxes we all have to
pay. But when I start reading I see that
they are complaining about Federal
government’s spending. It seems to me
that they are a little misguided.

Hello – but did anyone read in your
paper that Union County wants an addi-
tional $2 million from Westfield this com-
ing fiscal year? Does anyone think we
need to spend $14 million on past and
present golf courses? One million dollars
for synthetic turf? Did anyone read about
the contempt our elected Freeholder
Sullivan showed our representative Tina

Renna of the Union County Watchdog
Group in a recent Freeholder meeting?

The Freeholders seem to show nothing
but utter contempt toward anyone who
questions what they are doing. And all
this is going on while Westfield has to
consider cutting teachers and crossing
guards. It is insanity. If the Tea Party
wants to work on reform they need look
no further than our own backyard.

Dear Tea Party: We need you. Think
globally and act locally. The county is
raising our taxes a lot more than the
Federal government is right now.

John Dencker
Westfield

The Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library wish to thank all supporters
of our annual book sale. Many devoted
volunteers worked tirelessly for two
weeks to make this sale a success. The
Westfield Board of Education donated
tables for display of the books. The
Westfield Department of Public Works
transported tables and bookcases to and
from the sale. The Westfield Memorial
Library provided their meeting room and
hallway as the venue for the event, and
the library staff supported us in every
way. Last, but certainly not least, we
thank the members of the community
who donated books and who shopped at
the sale.

The sale is the major fundraiser for the
Friends and enables us to provide many
services to the library and to the Westfield
community. We fund the following:
Scholarships for Future Librarians, the

Museum Pass Program, programs for
children and adults, and the purchase of
equipment and materials for the library.
We also sponsor the following services:
Books-on-Wheels, paperback book ex-
change, book discussion groups, opera at
the Met, and the annual Friends’ outing.
We urge members of the community to
join the Friends and to take advantage of
our many programs. For more informa-
tion on the Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library, please stop by the library
or visit the library’s website,
www.wmlnj.org.

We are proud to report that no books
were discarded — the leftovers went to
the Lupus Foundation of America and to
Happy Endings, which supplies free books
to children, seniors, and servicemen.

Jody Lipson, VP,
Friends of Westfield Memorial

Library

The President of the United States gave
an commencement address at the Univer-
sity of Michigan on the morning of May
1 and told jokes at the White House
Correspondent’s Association Dinner in
the evening while millions of people on
the Gulf Coast were beginning to see
their jobs, their industries, and their very
lives horribly changed as one of the worst
environmental catastrophes in history was
coming ashore.

A deep-sea oil well, which has yet be
plugged, is releasing great amounts of oil
into the Gulf of Mexico. The resultant oil
slick also is imminently endangering the
vast population of flora and fauna of the
Gulf Coast. At risk as well are the $3-
billion seafood industry and the multi-
billion dollar tourist and recreation in-
dustries. Spending the day giving a com-
mencement address and telling jokes at
some fancy, high-priced dinner is an ab-
negation of Presidential leadership.

During The Blitz of the Second World
War Prime Minister Winston Churchill
and King George VI and Queen Eliza-

beth were there immediately after the
bomb damage and loss of life to provide
support and comfort and guidance to a
frightened population. That was leader-
ship. The President should have been
with the people of the Gulf Coast and
their government officials on May 1 to
support and comfort them and to direct
government operations to deal with this
economic and environmental catastro-
phe.

Never in time of war is it appropriate
for the President to be cracking jokes at a
gala dinner while the brave military he
leads as Commander-in-Chief are risking
and losing their lives. Nor during the
worst economic crisis since The Great
Depression with tens of millions of Ameri-
cans unemployed or under-employed is it
appropriate for the President to be crack-
ing jokes at a gala dinner they cannot
afford. We don’t elect our Presidents to
be funny in times of crisis.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Realizing in 2008 the financial crisis
facing our country, I knew I needed some-
one in Congress who would help put an
end to our runaway spending, deficits and
national debt. Fortunately, I found that
person in Leonard Lance, author of the
2008 “Lance Amendment” to our state
constitution, which requires all future
state borrowing to be approved by the
voters. I reworked my life, and worked
daily for several weeks for the Lance
Campaign. Congressman Lance won the
Seventh District by a comfortable margin
– a district the Democrats were hoping to
win.

Since then, I have been swept away by
the Tea Party movement. Walking down
Pennsylvania Avenue chanting “kill the
bill” (healthcare) and “do you hear us
now” on September 12, 2009 with hun-
dreds of thousands of my fellow Ameri-
cans was a great experience.

So how can a Tea Partier like me be for
Lance when he voted for “Cap and Tax?”
Easy, he’s changed his position and now
opposes the legislation! He advocates an
energy policy including increased do-
mestic sources of energy in an environ-
mentally safe fashion with particular
emphasis on “clean” nuclear energy. This
policy is designed to keep us safe and
sustain economic growth by reducing our
dependence on foreign oil.

On the whole, I find that Lance is the
fiscal conservative I voted to hire in 2008.
For example, he voted against the inef-
fective, trillion-dollar budget busting
stimulus bill, offering an alternative
smaller package that would have really
stimulated job growth. He voted against
the healthcare bill, supporting a com-
mon-sense alternative that would expand
coverage by lowering the cost of
healthcare without raiding Medicare. He
stands ready to repeal the recently passed
fiscally irresponsible healthcare legisla-
tion. He is the lead sponsor of the “Pay It
Back Act” to apply unspent funds from
the federal stimulus and the TARP pro-
gram directly toward debt reduction and
not for new federal spending. He is also
the lead sponsor of the “Deficit Reduc-
tion Act” to apply fiscally responsible
caps on annual congressional spending
and debt.

As he stated in his April 15 tax day
message, he opposes elimination of the
“Bush tax cuts” for those making over
$250,000 (for New Jersey that’s not rich)
and opposes a Value Added Tax (VAT).
He wants to repeal the Average Mini-

mum Tax (AMT) and the death tax. He
believes that New Jerseyeans are taxed
too much. Hooray!

I don’t agree with Congressman Lance
on a number of issues, but I believe he has
earned a second term. By opposing run-
away spending, record deficits and un-
sustainable national debt ($13 trillion and
rising) Congressman Lance has been there
for me, my children and my future grand-
children. Now I’ll be there for him this
election cycle. If the rest of the country
elects fiscal conservatives like Leonard
Lance in November, I believe Congress-
man Lance will be a leader in getting this
country’s finances back on track.

Alexander Smith
Scotch Plains

NJEA President Calls
Governor ‘A Liar’

New Jersey Education Association
president Barbara Keshishian wrote in
The Star-Ledger last Sunday: “New
Jersey’s teachers and school employees
have come to an alarming, yet obvious
conclusion. Our governor — and there is
no delicate way to put it – is a liar.”

Response to NJEA
President:

It is a sad state of affairs when New
Jersey Education Association (NJEA)
President Barbara Keshishian resorts to
calling Governor Chris Christie a “liar,”
said Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce Monday after the union presi-
dent penned an opinion editorial in
yesterday’s Star-Ledger disparaging the
governor.

“Ms. Keshishian is entitled to exercise
her first amendment right, but she gained
no sympathy by resorting to the tactics
used in her editorial,” Mr. DeCroce said.
“At some point Ms. Keshishian needs to
answer yes or no to the basic question
surrounding the educational debate:
Should the NJEA participate in the sacri-
fices necessary to help return New Jersey
to financial stability? The governor has
asked everyone to contribute to the effort,
not only the teachers union.

“Instead of misrepresenting the facts,
the union president should be more forth-
right,” continued DeCroce. “The gover-
nor did not cut educational aid, he actu-
ally apportioned an additional $238 mil-
lion from the state to help overcome the
$1 billion in non-recurring federal stimu-
lus funds that were depleted in last year’s
budget. What is ‘reprehensible’ is this
attempt to divert the public’s attention
from the real issue.

“President Obama and Jon Corzine are
more responsible for the disappearance
in $1 billion in educational aid this year
than Governor Christie could ever be,”
Mr. DeCroce said.

“Every single department in the state is
having its budget reduced,” Mr. DeCroce
stated. “That is a fact. Ms. Keshishian’s
editorial tantrum will not garner sympa-
thy from taxpayers who can no longer
endure the countless tax increases that
make our state unaffordable.

“What apparently disturbs Ms.
Keshishian is that New Jersey finally has
a governor who will not back down to the
intimidating tactics of the NJEA,” Mr.
DeCroce remarked. “Instead of recog-
nizing the need to work together to solve
our problems, she has chosen to cry ‘not
fair.’ It is time to stop criticizing and start
resolving the issues we face in order to
help the very people we represent, espe-
cially the children.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Omphalocele – An umbilical hernia
2. Omophagia – The eating of raw

flesh
3. Maugre – In spite of; in opposition to
4. Palpless – Having no feelers; such as

with insects

SOE
1. A large wooden vessel for holding

water
2. Folklore with reference to the sun
3. A toll formerly taken by millers for

grinding grain
4. In old English law, the power or

privilege of holding court in a given dis-
trict

ANTEPHIALTIC
1. A cover or lid for a basin or bowl
2. Preventing nightmare
3. A soothsayer; prophet
4. Food or drink presented as an appe-

tizer
THAROS

1. In botany, a spore case or sac as for
ferns or mosses

2. An ancient Greek lighthouse
3. A small American butterfly having

orange wings spotted with black and white
4. In Greek mythology, the Muse of

pastoral and comic poetry
MESSET

1. A piece of land cultivated by the
tenant for a share of the proceeds

2. A dog
3. Thin, soft, twilled silk cloth
4. An unsettled or confused state

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Save N.J. License Decals
For Real Criminals

As a teenager under the restrictions of
the controversial Kyleigh’s Law, it
amazes me how ignorant lawmakers can
be. As a 17-year-old I have no say in who
my elected officials are, yet they have the
power to enact drastic changes in my life.

During the Vietnam War the voting
age was changed from 21 to 18 because it
was deemed unfair to draft Americans
without them able to vote. Now I am not
saying that the voting age should be low-
ered to 16, but it is suspicious that law-
makers keep enacting laws against the
youth, without even turning an eye at the
dangers of the elderly driving situation.

Even though politicians will not admit
this, elected officials are afraid to risk a
lost election because the senior-citizen
population comes out to vote more than
any age demographic. Without going into
the legal issues of enacting Kyleigh’s
Law, it is important to realize that any
new driving restriction will not change
the events that transpired to end the life of
a young girl. The thousands of teenagers
in this state must not be punished because
of the reckless driving of a few. Let’s
save license plate decals for real crimi-
nals

Jordan Siegel
Westfield

Lance Opposes U.S.
Bailout For Greece

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) this week called on the
Obama Administration to block any
American taxpayer-funded bailouts of
Greece. According to news reports,
Greece is seeking funding from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), due to
the country’s debt, and other European
countries, including Portugal and Spain,
may soon make similar appeals.

Mr. Lance said he believes American
taxpayers are fed up with bailouts and
reckless Washington spending.

“American taxpayers are struggling
with record high taxes as a result of
runaway spending in Washington and
can’t afford another bailout – especially a
European-style bailout,” said Lance. “The
Obama Administration must reject a plan
to provide Greece with U.S. financial
assistance in the face of that country’s
massive debt crisis.”

Mr. Lance signed a letter to U.S. Trea-
sury Secretary Tim Geithner, calling on
the Obama Administration to block any
American taxpayer-funded bailouts of
Greece. “We urge the administration on
an on-going basis to use any existing
authority to protect American taxpayers
from billions more in bailouts,” Mr. Lance
said in a letter he signed with Reps. Mike
Pence (R-Ind.), Cathy McMorris Rogers
(R-Wash.) and others.

“Propping up Greece and any other
European Union nation that may face a
similar crisis in the future should not be
the responsibility of our taxpayers,”Mr.
Lance said, noting that the European
Union was created to compete economi-
cally with the United States, and if it
needs to bailout one of its own, it should
do so without American taxpayer dollars.

“With U.S. unemployment hovering
around 10 percent, our national debt surg-
ing toward the $13 trillion, and federal
spending at unsustainable levels, America
cannot afford to take on another financial
crisis,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Government News

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Pooling of Health Costs, Business
Functions Must Be Eyed By BOEs

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick hosted a forum last
Thursday on shared services for boards of educations
in an effort to reduce costs. While we commend the
assemblyman for the forum, we are surprised the panel
did not take on one of the largest costs in any budget –
health insurance.

The panel, which included representatives from lo-
cal schools boards, a member of the New Jerseu School
Boards Association and the Union County Executive
Superintendent of Schools, talked about sharing trans-
portation costs and working with local municipalities
on shared arrangements, such as for snow plowing. We
believe districts need to go further and talk about the
big issues.

In Westfield, health care costs have jumped 43 per-
cent in the last three years and 103 percent over the past
eight years. Scotch Plains-Fanwood health costs were
up 10 percent in the current budget. It seems logical to
allow districts to join together to create large health
care pools to reduce skyrocketing premiums. Most
importantly, when health care insurance premiums

rise, school boards must have the freedom to shop around.
Right now, union agreements don’t make that possible
and insurance companies take advantage of this.

We also believe a central business office should be
considered whereby things like the drafting of budgets,
curriculum planning, writing of grants, etc. could be
accomplished for a large number districts to save
money. Another area that needs too be looked at is
special education. Westfield saved money by creating
its Leaps and Bounds program for Autistic children
who previously could only be educated out of district,
thus saving the district tens of thousands of dollars per
student annually.

School districts should consider the sharing of ad-
ministrators, principals and vice-principals, guidance
counselors as well as teachers to reduce payroll costs.

We believe significant savings can be achieved if
roadblocks are removed in collective bargaining as
well as state regulations. Reducing the size of the
property tax increase should not be the goal. We need
the taxes to actually go down!


