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Margaret McMenamin Named
New Union County College President
CRANFORD – Union County College

(UCC) announced that Margaret
McMenamin has been named its new
president. She will take office prior to the
start of the fall semester.

The announcement followed a special
meeting of the board of trustees and board
of governors on April 27 to confirm the
selection of Ms. McMenamin from among
three finalists by the college’s presiden-
tial search committee, according to in-
terim president John R. Farrell, Jr. She
replaces outgoing president, Thomas H.
Brown.

Ms. McMenamin is the executive vice-
president of educational services of
Brookdale Community College in
Lincroft, a position she has held for five
years. She also served as vice-president
of academic and student affairs at Lehigh
Carbon County Community College in
Schnecksville, Pa.

While at Brookdale, Ms. McMenamin’s
accomplishments included an academic
restructuring, development of an academic
master plan and a college-wide assess-
ment, according to the search committee
review. She also strengthened degree-
completion programs with four-year col-
leges, initiated a program to allow high
school students to take college classes
and helped identify and secure grant and
foundation funding.

“Dr. McMenamin possesses the neces-
sary talents and insight to lead Union
County College at a challenging time,
both for institutions of higher education
in general and our college in particular,”
said Victor Richel, chairman of the UCC
board of trustees. “This is a time of ex-
panding diversity of both student popula-
tion and academic focuses, evolving oc-
cupational demands of the community,
growing competition for funding and in-
creasing technological opportunities.”

“The students, faculty and staff of the
college, as well as the community of

which our students will become contrib-
uting members, deserve a president who
can lead in all these areas, and Dr.
McMenamin is supremely qualified to do
that,” Mr. Richel said.

The qualifications the search commit-
tee looked for when screening candidates
included: academic leadership, with an
emphasis on expanding the horizon of the
college to meet the diverse needs of the
community and foreseeing those needs in
the future; administrative and fiscal expe-
rience, as well as fundraising; and the
ability to manage the changing needs of
students and global and societal changes.

The new UCC president will oversee a
college with an annual operational bud-
get in 2009 of more than $70 million. The
school serves 6,300 full-time and 6,600
part-time students with a full-time faculty
of 180 and an adjunct faculty of about
300. The school operates four campuses
in Union County and maintains an associ-
ate in science degree program with the
Trinitas School of Nursing in Elizabeth,
and the Muhlenberg Harold B. and Dor-
othy A. Snyder Schools in Plainfield.

Also considered for the position were
Marie Gnage, president of West Virginia
University at Parkersburg, and Wallace
Smith, vice-president for academic af-
fairs at UCC.

Mr. Brown announced his retirement
after 20 years with UCC. He is taking a
one-year sabbatical to write a book about
his tenure at the school and to establish an
official college archive. Mr. Farrell, vice-
president for administration and execu-
tive assistant to the president, was named
interim president effective January 1.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Won’t Reappoint
Wallace to High Court

Governor Chris Christie on Mon-
day nominated Anne Murray Patterson
as an associate justice to the State
Supreme Court. She would replace
Justice John Wallace Jr., 68, whom the
Governor has decided not to reap-
point. Judge Wallace could have served
for another 22 months before reaching
the age of 70, the required age for
judges to retire in New Jersey.

“I just believe that if you look at his
overall body of work that it repre-
sents a different philosophy — that
philosophy being that it’s OK to leg-
islate from the bench. I don’t believe
it is,” the Governor said.

The State Senate must confirm
nominees to the court.

“His removal is an affront to judi-
cial independence. The governor has
sent the message to judges across the
entire state that if they aspire to sit on
the Supreme Court, they better start
practicing politics rather than law,”
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
told Gannett Co.

Meanwhile, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield
responded, “Governor Christie has
consistently stated that he believes
the court needs a change. The
Governor’s decision was based on
merits and his constitutional author-
ity to appoint his choice,” Mr. Kean.

DeCroce’s Wife Named Deputy
Commissioner of DCA

New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs (DCA) Acting Com-
missioner Lori Grifa has appointed
BettyLou DeCroce, the wife of As-
sembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce, as DCA’s deputy commis-
sioner.

As deputy commissioner, Ms.
DeCroce will handle a broad range of
responsibilities focused on local gov-
ernment services, the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA), local govern-
ment ethics and shared services.

Prior to her appointment, Ms.
DeCroce served as the municipal clerk
in Roxbury for the past 21 years.
From 1990 to 2003, she was the deputy
manager of Roxbury. Ms. DeCroce
also served as a commissioner and
chairwoman of the Morris County
Joint Insurance Fund. She served as
an elected member of the Mine Hill
Township governing body in the

1980s.
NJEA, Police and Fire Unions

Sue Over Health, Pension Reforms
The New Jersey Education Asso-

ciation (NJEA) has filed a lawsuit
against the state over legislation signed
into law that requires public employ-
ees to pay 1.5 percent of their salary
towards their health care coverage.

NJEA’s lawsuit charges that the new
law violates the collective bargaining
rights of school employees, illegally
reduces salaries for those employees
and violates several clauses of both the
New Jersey Constitution and the United
States Constitution.

“We are asking the court to see this
for what it is: a tax imposed selectively
on public employees only,” NJEA
President Barbara Keshishian said.

The suit follows one filed by the
New Jersey State Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association and the Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association. That
suit seeks to block reductions in pen-
sion and health benefits.

In addition to the 1.5-percent mini-
mum requirement for government
workers towards their healthcare pre-
miums, the Legislature passed, and
the governor signed, laws that decrease
pensions for future hires, eliminating
a 9-percent increase granted in 2001.

“In an industry where we rely on
one another, we don’t want to have
members believing their benefits are
less than others,” said Bill Lavin Presi-
dent of the state’s Firefighters Mu-
tual Benevolent Association.

Westfield United Fund to Elect
Members to Serve on Bd. of Trustees
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

United Fund (WUF) will elect mem-
bers to serve on the Board of Trustees
of the Westfield United Fund at its
53rd annual meeting and awards pre-
sentation to be held Thursday, May
13, at 7 p.m. in the Robert and Vir-
ginia Bauer Branch of the Westfield
Area Y. Having ended its affiliation
with United Way of America, the
Westfield United Fund is returning to
its community-based roots.

The names placed in nomination to
be newly elected are Jeffrey Becker,
Gwyneth Cote, Kevin Fitzpatrick,
Bernadette Houston and Colleen
McDonald Maz.

Board President David Foltz will
conduct the business meeting and re-
port on the accomplishments of the
WUF last year, the election of trustees,
and other business. There will be a
special program to celebrate the new
beginning of the WUF’s independence.
The program will consist of a series of
speakers, “Why I’m proud to be a
Trustee,” “to be a campaign worker,”
“to be on the Fund Distribution Com-
mittee,” “to deliver agency services,”
and “to be a contributor.” Refresh-
ments will be served during the social
hour following the meeting.

All contributors to the WUF are
members of the corporation and are
encouraged to attend and entitled to
vote at the meeting. The session will
also mark the election of next year’s
officers. The slate includes John
Schmidt, president; Paul Zoidis, first
vice-president; John Ripperger, sec-
ond vice-president; Wendy Cozzi, sec-
retary, and Kevin Fitzpatrick, treasurer.

OLD FRIENDS…Bruce Baker, left, a candidate in the June 8 Republican
Primary for the Seventh Congressional District against incumbent Leonard
Lance, visits with Norman Greco in front of Mr. Greco’s Jersey Mike’s Sub shop
in downtown Westfield. The two men played Little League baseball against one
another in 1953. Back then, the fields were located on Elm Street where the Y’s
Mens’s Club Christmas Tree sale is now held.

Housing, Local Gov. Panel to Hold
Hearing on Homeowner Associations
TRENTON – The Assembly Hous-

ing and Local Government Commit-
tee is scheduled to hear testimony
today, May 6, from residents and in-
vited guests on issues surrounding
the governance and operation of ho-
meowner associations.

Complaints about homeowner as-
sociations was one of the top con-
cerns heard by Assembly leadership
during the February 2 bipartisan pub-
lic hearing to gather ideas from resi-
dents on how to improve New Jersey.

“The number and variety of com-
plaints and concerns that have been
made by or about homeowner asso-
ciations merit an in-depth discussion,”
said Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield), the panel’s chairman.
“It may be that the associations need
legislative help to fulfill their func-
tion. It may be that they just don’t
work. Whatever the case, it is my
hope that this hearing will be the first
step toward everyone working coop-
eratively to devise a viable solution to
these significant housing concerns.”

The committee is scheduled to meet
at 2 p.m., in Room 16 on the fourth
floor of the State House Annex in
Trenton.

Sen. Scutari Meets
With Boy Scout Troop
TRENTON — Senator Nicholas

Scutari (LD-22, Linden), chairman
of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
recently met with members of local
Boy Scout Troop 310.  One of the
requirements for Scouts Andrew and
Daniel Wojciak to attain the rank of
“First Class” was to meet with an
elected official and to discuss consti-
tutional rights and obligations of U.S.
citizens.

Mr. Scutari, an Eagle Scout him-
self, emphasized the importance of
voting in local, state and national
elections. Topics ranging from cre-
ation and implementation of laws to
governmental policy, public service
and community involvement were
also discussed.
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Master Gardeners Hold
Spring Garden Fair

MOUNTAINSIDE – Hundreds of gar-
dening enthusiasts are expected to attend
this year’s Master Gardeners of Union
County annual Spring Garden Fair and
Plant Sale. The event is set for Sunday,
May 16, from noon to 5 p.m., rain or
shine, at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.

Along with a variety of flowers,
shrubs and ground covers, the sale fea-
tures many vegetable and herb seed-
lings including the Ramapo Tomato.
Many of the plants are deer-resistant,
drought-tolerant and easy to grow for
beginners.

All proceeds from the sale help to fund
community activities sponsored by the
Master Gardeners. These include horti-
cultural therapy, flowers for cancer pa-
tients, vegetables for food pantries, beau-
tification projects and scholarships.

Master Gardeners is a program of the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, supported
in part by Union County.

The sale also features exhibits, demon-
strations, gardening advice, garden tours,
children’s crafts and a café with home-
baked goods. Mosquito control experts
will be on hand to answer questions.

Parking for the event is free. Visitors
are advised to bring a small wagon or cart
to carry their purchases. For maps and
directions, visit ucnj.org/parks.

More information is available at
mastergardeners-uc.org.


