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Hayes would not comment on Mr.
Harmer specifically.

“Any evaluation process is objective,
and it is fair,” Superintendent Hayes
said.

At Thursday’s organization meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (SP-F BOE), board incum-
bents Amy Winkler, David Gorbunoff
and Rob O’Connor took the oath of
office to continue serving on the board.

Mrs. Winkler was sworn in to serve a
three-year term representing Fanwood
and Mr. O’Connor, also representing
Fanwood, was sworn in to serve the
year remaining of former board mem-
ber Sasha Slocum’s term.

“I’ve got my work cut out for me,”
Mrs. Winkler told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times of her new term, noting
the voters defeat of the school tax levy
on April 20.

Mr. Gorbunoff was sworn in to a
three-year term representing Scotch
Plains. Incumbent Nancy Bauer of
Scotch Plains, who was not present
Thursday, will take her oath of office at
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SPF Board of Education
the next board meeting.

Additionally on Thursday, the SP-F
BOE re-elected Mr. Whitehouse to serve
another term as board president while
Mr. O’Connor was elected to serve as
vice-president.

“I’m honored that the board has asked
me to continue,” Mr. Whitehouse said,
adding that he is looking forward to
working alongside Mr. O’Connor.

Mr. Whitehouse also told The Times
that he wanted to thank Mrs. Bauer for
serving as vice-president. He said that
he appreciated Mrs. Bauer stepping in
and fulfilling the role of vice-president
after Ms. Slocum resigned.

“I am very humbled by the confi-
dence my fellow board members have
placed in me,” Mr. O’Connor, who is
entering his seventh year as a board
member, told The Times. Acknowledg-
ing that the board has a “hard year
ahead” with the current economic cli-
mate, Mr. O’Connor said he hopes to
use his many years of experience on the
board to continue to be a “positive
voice and a stable force [on the board].”

TREE CITY...Holding the flag at this year’s Fanwood Arbor Day Program on
April 30 are Callie Santo Salvo, Lauren Kaminshkas, Zoe Verrico, Council-
woman Kathy Mitchell, Matthew Auda and George Leichtling. The students are
members of the Park Middle School Environmental Club. Fanwood has been
named a Tree City USA for the 17th consecutive year.

Fanwood Celebrates Arbor Day;
Proper Tree Mulching Demonstrated

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 5/18/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

FHWA Drainage Restoration Contract, North – 2010; ROUTES US 1&9, NJ 5,
NJ 10, NJ 15, NJ 17, and NJ 440, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Sussex, and

Union Counties; Federal Project No: STP-C00S(008); DP No: 10418
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/29/10, 5/6/10 and 5/13/10, The Leader Fee: $174.42

He said that there had been a great
deal of development in the decades
since, including expansion of schools,
the construction and subsequent ex-
pansions of the Jewish Community
Center and YMCA and the expansion
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools.

The police department is asking
the county to reduce speed limits on
these roads to 35 miles per hour,
which Councilman Jeff Strauss said
“makes perfect sense.”

The township is also asking the
county to reconfigure the Martine
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Jersey School Boards Association
noted: “When I went on the board in
Matawan in 1989, we were sharing
services with our municipality” for
landscaping work, use of heavy equip-
ment and use of commodities. Ms.
Horl is a former president of the
Matawan-Aberdeen Board of Educa-
tion.

Panelist Vito A. Gagliardi, Jr., a
Morristown lawyer who currently rep-
resents over 30 public entities, fur-
ther elaborated on this kind of shared
services arrangement, which can be
seen mainly “where you have small
towns and small school
districts…where the town actually
does stuff for the school district for
free.”

Mr. Gagliardi explained that some
of the smaller Union County towns,
such as Winfield or Garwood, have
arrangements “where [the school
board] doesn’t have a contract to have
someone come in to plow that little
[school parking] lot; it takes some
guy who works for the town — as a
contractor or a W-2 employee — an
extra 20 minutes to plow that parking
lot. Why in the world would you pay
30, 40, 50-thousand dollars for a con-
tract to have someone come there and
do that?”

If a town wants to have its own
school district, Mr. Gagliardi argued,
“You gotta do something to help it.
And it doesn’t make any sense to the
taxpayers when it’s literally going to
cost nothing; somebody spends an
extra 20 minutes on their route plow-
ing going past that school.”

“There is nothing better than free,”
Mr. Gagliardi stated.

Linda Gaglione of the Union Town-
ship Board of Education challenged
Mr. Gagliardi. “What I’ve seen is that
everybody talks ‘shared services,’ but
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Sharing Services Forum

FANWOOD — On Friday, April 30,
Fanwood held its annual Arbor Day Pro-
gram in Carriage House Park. During
the program, the Park Middle School
Environmental Club demonstrated the
proper way to mulch a tree. Club mem-
bers explained that mulch should be
spread in a donut shape around the tree
and should not be piled against the tree
trunk. The common practice of piling
mulch into mulch volcanoes against a
tree trunk is wrong and can be harmful to
the tree.

Also in attendance was Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell who read the official Ar-

bor Day proclamation. Highlighting the
program was the reading of two original
poems by two young poets from Terrill
Middle School. Garrett Zito read his poem,
entitled “Swiftly Swaying Trees,” and
Maddie McNichol read her poem, “An
Oath to Trees.”

The program was sponsored by the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission, which
gave out 90 tree seedlings to those in
attendance. Commission Chairman
Steven Falco announced that the National
Arbor Day Foundation has named
Fanwood a Tree City USA for the 17th
year in a row.

in my town, show me the money.
You’re saying you’re sharing your
services, you’re pointing at the school
district, you’re taking from me but
you’re giving me nothing. That’s a
one-way street.”

Ms. Centuolo brought up school
transportation as something that could
be shared among multiple districts,
citing transportation costs as “astro-
nomical.” A county-wide busing sys-
tem would be a practical alternative,
although the calendars for the partici-
pating school districts would have to
be synchronized.

“One of the better things that can be
done is if we start with the sports
programs,” Ms. Centuolo proposed,
explaining that sports programs run
up a big cost of transportation. “If we
could combine some of those routes so
you have one bus that might run through
Garwood, and then Clark, and then
into Springfield,” money would be
saved by transporting students from
multiple schools with one bus.”

The problem with that approach is
that parents have prejudices towards
people of different socioeconomic
class. As Ms. Centuolo noted, “If I
live in Garwood, I don’t want my
students riding with someone from
the eastern half of the county. And
that’s the reality; we have buses go-
ing by that are half-filled because
communities do not want to mix their
students.”

“What makes shared services
work?” asked Julia Walker, president
of the Westfield Board of Education,
who has served a total of 12 years on
the BOE. “Relationships. It’s all about
the people…The most valuable out-
come for [Westfield] in the past sev-
eral years has been a very strong
collaboration between our town gov-
ernment and our school leadership.”
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Scotch Plains Town Budget
striving to make the municipal ledger
clearer and township expenses easier
to track by moving a number of items
previously categorized as “miscella-
neous expenses” in departmental bud-
gets into more specific categories. He
also said he wants to centralize pur-
chasing rather than having each de-
partment buying its supplies sepa-
rately.

All five council members com-
mended Mr. Marion, who joined the
township last summer, for his efforts.

“One thing we did right was hiring
you,” Councilwoman DePaola told

UNICO to Hold ’50s
Dance Event May 14
SOUTH PLAINFIELD —The

Plainfields’ Chapter of UNICO is
holding a ’50s-style dance and fun
event featuring a DJ playing period
hits, food, hula hoops, bubble gum, a
best-dressed contest and more.

The event, entitled “Let’s Go To
The Hop,” will be held on Friday,
May 14, from 7 to 11 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall on 243 Oak
Tree Avenue in South Plainfield. Tick-
ets are $20 (a donation to UNICO)
and can be purchased by contacting
Carol at (908) 756-9320.

For more information, call Anthony
Bengivenga at (732) 968-9838 or
Mike Colucci, membership director,
at (732) 752-5077 or visit
plainfieldsunico.com.

Avenue extension between Raritan
Road and the Clark border. Calling
the segment of roadway “a very seri-
ous concern for several years,” Chief
Mahoney said the extension, which
has two lanes in each direction, needs
a shoulder to improve safety. The
police would like the extension to be
narrowed to one lane in each direc-
tion, like the rest of Martine Avenue,
with a shoulder on each side. He said
that there have been four vehicular
fatalities in the past decade, along
with 56 auto crashes and about 10
crashes involving deer in the past five
years.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing an
environmental site investigation at
the former Terry-Lou Zoo property.
The $30,947 contract to Hatch Mott
MacDonald will allow the firm to
look at levels of contamination —
specifically lead paint and oil — at
the site and then make recommenda-
tions on whether or not the contami-
nation needs to be remedied or merely
monitored. The study will be funded
by a grant from the New Jersey Eco-
nomic Development Authority.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 18, when the 2010
municipal budget is expected to be
introduced, the 2010 budget for the
Scotch Plains Management Corp. will
be voted on and the revised board of
education budget may be formally
addressed.

him. Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti
also commended Mr. Marion and the
department heads, saying they “did a
great job,” and noted that “we’re not
facing layoffs” this year and “we’re
not facing the hard choices we had
last year.”

Mr. Strauss commended the entire
professional staff for doing “a won-
derful job under difficult circum-
stances.” He also asked Mr. Glover,
after the latter made another request
for further cuts in spending, to pro-
vide the council with specific recom-
mendations.

moving pieces right now, so we don’t
necessarily have all the answers…it’s
going to take us a lot of work in a very
short period of time, and the public is
going to be along [with us] for the ride.”

Resident Monica Felsing said, “The
voters did dictate a 0 percent [school
tax] increase.”

Ms. Felsing said the “bureaucratic”
process for getting the defeated school
budget amended and adopted is “just
a mess” and “a way to circumvent the
will of the people.”

Resident Michael Pedevillano
spoke out against cutting teacher sala-
ries to reduce the school budget.

Former borough council member
Donna Dolce advocated for “reason-
able and prudent” cuts – noting, “not
all voters support a 0 percent [school
tax] increase.”

Resident Ronnie Manette told the
governing body, “I want you to know
there are people in this town who
voted for the budget.”

Ms. Manette noted that the quality
of the school district is a key reason
that she and other families moved to
Fanwood.

“It’s extremely important to me
that we maintain that level of qual-
ity,” she said.

Mayor Mahr responded, “The idea
of doing anything Draconian that
would harm the child in the class-
room is not being considered.”

The mayor said the two governing
bodies are trying to determine “where
we can make the cuts that will have
the least impact; that’s going to be the
challenge.”

In other business Tuesday night,
the borough council held a discus-
sion on the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
shared services study.

A consultant-prepared final report
on the $48,000 grant-funded study
has been completed, but not yet made
public. “It’s just recommendations at
this point,” said Mayor Mahr, who
added that affected municipal depart-
ment heads have received the report.

The mayor held up a copy of the
document in a three-ring binder, say-
ing, “I think we planned to have [the
report made public] a little sooner,
but with the [BOE] budget rejection,
that has sort of gotten sidetracked
now.”

Mayor Mahr said the report “looked
at 11 potential areas” for shared or
merged services between Fanwood
and Scotch Plains.

One of those recommendations was
the potential sharing of police dis-
patching; since then, Fanwood has
been selected to join Union County’s
police dispatching system, saving the
borough an estimated $76,000 for
each of the next three years.

The mayor said the county could
begin taking over the borough’s po-
lice dispatching later this month, as
soon as a formal borough resolution
is approved and some technical up-
grades are completed.

The discussion also covered a pro-
posed resolution authorizing the
shared services consultant, Jersey Pro-
fessional Management, to receive an
additional contract for $5,000, to be
split between the two municipalities.

Mayor Mahr said the consultant
would be paid to “take us through the
public hearings” to be scheduled as
the shared services final report is made
public.

However, Councilman Anthony
Parenti said since the report is done,
“not one nickel” should be paid to the
consultant for any additional work.
At least three other council members
appeared to support Mr. Parenti’s po-
sition.

Both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
would have to approve the resolution
in order for the consultant to be re-
tained; if either governing body op-
poses it, the consultant is “out of
luck,” said Mayor Mahr.

Also Tuesday night, the mayor en-
couraged the public to keep follow-
ing the municipal budget’s progress,
leading up to a borough hall public
hearing set for Monday, May 24, start-
ing at 7 p.m.

The governing body introduced the
$8.6 million spending plan at a spe-
cial meeting on April 21; it would
increase municipal taxes by 3.6 per-
cent, or about $78 for the average
assessed home.

Mayor Mahr said the budget has
“the smallest [tax] increase in the last
several years…without having to sac-
rifice or make any significant reduc-
tions in services.”

The governing body also discussed
potentially revisiting the 10-foot resi-
dential driveway curb-cut limit; com-
muter parking issues on Midway Av-
enue and Tower Place, and the “pre-
construction” phase of the Belvidere
Avenue improvement project, set to
begin early this summer after a neigh-
borhood meeting is scheduled.
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