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SECOND CHANCE...Evergreen School in Scotch Plains conducted its third annual Earth Week toy collection. Students
tagged the toys with bilingual messages before they were donated to Honduras. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Bradley
Chernoff, Isabel Brett, Olivia Mawby, Catherine Crane, Bronna Lipton (Evergreen Spanish teacher), Josephine Catuogno,
Savannah Reilly, Brogan Quigley, Nicholas Pelosi, Ramon Rodriguez, Liam Kinney and Gianna Strzalkowski.
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Alumni, Parents, Students
Voice Support for Harmer

Jessica Jaskula for The Times
KEEP ROB…SP-F Ice Hockey Asso-
ciation President John Rachko speaks
in favor of retaining Rob Harmer as
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
assistant principal for athletics.

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Approximately
115 community members attended
Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting, and the
entirety of the public comment portion
of the meeting consisted of attendees
expressing their support for the re-hir-
ing of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) Assistant Principal
of Athletics Rob Harmer. Word has
been spreading through the district lately
that Mr. Harmer would not be re-hired
for next year.

“I would not be where I’m at today if
it wasn’t for people like Rob Harmer. I
think the world of this guy,” said 2004
SPFHS graduate Charles Bachi. “What
he taught me on the football field trans-
lated so well academically.”

A current SPFHS junior addressed
the board next, wearing a blue T-shirt
that read, “SPF Students Support Rob
Harmer” across the back. “Coach
Harmer helped me to be who I am as a
football player,” he said.

“He’s a staple at all athletic events,”

said SPFHS senior John Maxwell.
“Even though he wears a suit to work,
I think of him as a friend.”

“He’s a phenomenal guy and a phe-
nomenal athletic director,” Susan Judge
said.

“The man has a vested interest in our
school district, he has kids,” added
Scotch Plains resident Doreen
Binkiewicz. His interest in the schools,
she said, “goes way beyond a pay-
check.”

“With the degree of integrity that
Rob has, he doesn’t deserve to lose
[his] job,” Ms. Binkiewicz added.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey
Association President John Rachko said
that Mr. Harmer often comes to SP-F
sporting events just to show his sup-
port. “I don’t see how you can think
there is anyone who would come close
to Rob,” he said.

One man pointed out that during Mr.
Harmer’s tenure as an athletic director,
he started two new sports at the high
school. “How many sports does he
have to bring into the high school?” he
asked.

One woman pointed out that Mr.
Harmer added new sports even though
it added to his workload.

There was no vote on the rehiring of
any staff member on Thursday and,
noting that some of the public looked
surprised, BOE President Trip
Whitehouse asked Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes to explain the
hiring policy.

Per the district’s hiring policy, all
non-tenured employees have to be rec-
ommended for rehiring by the superin-
tendent. Superintendent Hayes said that
at the present time, no non-tenured
employees have received notice on if
they are being rehired.

Staff, she said, will be notified by
Tuesday, May 11 whether they will be
receiving a contract for next year. Cur-
rently, employees have received evalu-
ations from their immediate supervi-
sors, she said.

For privacy reasons, Superintendent

HELPING EDUCATION...Al and  Phyllis Mirabella of Fanwood recently hosted
a fundraiser for the  Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The foundation promotes leadership education for middle and high
school students.  Pictured, from left to right, are: foundation treasurer Deb
Brody, secretary Karyn Steele, Amy Carow, Sally Hogan, president Leland
McGee, Johanna Rodriguez, Al and Phyllis Mirabella, Randi Edelman and
Karen Thomas. Not pictured are vice-president Douglas Layne, Linda Caminiti
and Thomas Russo. Donations can be made by check to EEF, 11 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023, payable to  EEF of Scotch Plains & Fanwood, Inc.

SP Unveils $22.9-Million Budget;
Township Taxes to Increase $740,185

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A majority
of the township council said on Mon-
day they were supportive of the 2010
municipal budget proposals presented
by Township Manager Chris Marion,
with Mayor Nancy Malool saying
that there was “not a lot of fluff” in the
$22.9-million spending plan.

Near the end of the council’s Mon-
day evening session, its second in a
week, four of the five members agreed
that no further meetings or reviews
were necessary, meaning the budget
is set to be formally introduced on

May 18, with a public hearing and
vote taking place on June 15. If
adopted, the municipal portion of lo-
cal property taxes, which comprises
18 percent of the total bill, would rise
5.2 percent to $1.518 per $100 of
assessed value. For the average as-
sessed home of $122,400, that will
mean a municipal tax increase of
$91.80, from $1,766 last year to
$1,858.

Councilwoman Mary DePaola said
it was “pretty amazing” that the town-
ship had been able to weather a cut in
state aid of $626,000 while keeping
the increase in appropriations to just

$72,120, or 0.32 percent. The $15.1-
million tax levy is up $740,185 from
last year.

Councilman Kevin Glover did not
back the budget, saying several times
at the end of the nearly three-hour
meeting that further savings could be
realized, focusing on the township’s
telephone bills, cell phone usage and
office supplies and copier machine
usage. He requested that Mr. Marion
provide him with a list of all employ-
ees using township-provided cell
phones and what the amount of re-
cent billings have been.

 “I suspect that this budget, if put to
a vote [of residents], they would say,
‘enough’,” Mr. Glover said.

A salary freeze will be imposed on
all department heads and non-union
personnel, Mr. Marion said. Unlike
last year, there will be no layoffs as
part of the 2010 budget, although he
warned that staff reductions could
not be ruled out next year when mu-
nicipalities may face a strict 2.5 per-
cent state-imposed appropriations cap
if Governor Chris Christie’s proposal
is approved.

At last Wednesday’s budget ses-
sion, the council examined the parks
and recreation as well as the library
budgets. Funding for the cultural arts
committee’s summer concert program
will be eliminated this year as will
$1,500 for a youth summer play pro-
gram. The library faces early clos-
ings two nights a week.

On Monday, the budgets for the
police and public property depart-
ments were examined, with Police
Chief Brian Mahoney saying the de-
partment will be purchasing two new
vehicles this year because, given the
force’s aging fleet, “we need them.”

He said six patrol cars are near or in
excess of 100,000 miles. Council-
man Glover asked whether the pur-
chases, scheduled for December,
could instead be put off until early
2011 to avoid the impact on this year’s
budget. Mayor Malool said doing so
would be “just pushing it off” until
next year while Councilman Jeff
Strauss called the proposed move “a
shell game.”

Chief Mahoney said there have been
“no issues whatsoever” regarding the
recent cutback of crossing guards
around schools during mid-day hours.

Mr. Glover asked for a breakdown
of police overtime requests and, after
asking the chief how many shifts his
department had, a listing of those
shifts.

As he reviewed his budget items,
Mr. Marion told the council he was
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SP, FW Councils to Hold Hearing
By May 15 on Defeated Tax Levy

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Tuesday night’s
monthly borough council agenda meet-
ing drew more than a dozen people, an
unusually large audience for a meeting
that typically does not have much pub-
lic participation. This was due to a
discussion of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education tax levy
that was defeated handily at the polls
last month.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said the governing
bodies in Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
between now and May 19, both must
agree on recommendations (which the
school board is not bound to accept) to
reduce the amount of the defeated school
tax levy.

Further, he said, both must approve
a resolution setting the school tax for
the year. If an agreement to reduce
the budget is not made and the May
19 deadline is not met, Mr. Tomkins
said, “then the decision is out of your
hands and it goes to the county super-
intendent of schools.” The superin-
tendent, Carmen Centuolo, would
than determine the school tax levy for
the district. The school board could
appeal to the New Jersey Commis-
sioner of Education, Bret Schundler,
if it chooses.

However, Mr. Tomkins emphasized
that the two municipalities also are up
against an earlier May 15 deadline, by
which the school board, “by law,” has to

either give its teachers a contract or
commit to not hiring them back. In
other words, any possibility of elimi-
nating teaching positions would have
to be considered up front.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the school board and the governing
bodies from both towns have already
met together, and there also has been a
meeting with the local teachers union.
Further meetings are planned, she said,
leading up to “one joint hearing” to be
held prior to May 15. Officials are
working to set a date for the hearing,
said Mayor Mahr, who then opened the
meeting up for public comments.

A joint public meeting with the coun-
cils of Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
along with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, is to be scheduled

soon to discuss the budget. When the
time is announced, it will be posted at
goleader.com.

Resident Michael Ancora urged offi-
cials to reduce the budget enough so
that the school tax levy is flat. “It seems
that’s what the voters were asking for
[last month],” he said.

“I do not believe [the school board
budget] will come in as flat,” Mayor
Mahr responded.

Mr. Tomkins added that there is a
“minimum levy” requirement that “we
can’t go below.”

Mayor Mahr said, “We’re trying to
determine what that number is.”

“Nobody on this council is about to
not listen to what the voters had to say,”
said Mayor Mahr. “There’s a lot of

School Officials Discuss
Sharing, Hoping to Cut Costs

Councils, BOE to Address
Defeated SP-F BOE Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-
tives from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the board of education (BOE)
were expected to meet this week for
preliminary discussions related to
revisions to the $81-million school
budget that was defeated by voters on
April 20. Township Mayor Nancy
Malool appointed Councilwoman
Mary DePaola, Township Manager
Chris Marion and herself to a sub-
committee to negotiate budget revi-
sions with representatives from
Fanwood and the BOE.

On Tuesday, the mayor said that
one joint public meeting needs to be
held prior to theWednesday, May 19
deadline for finalizing an alternative
budget and property tax levy. At the
council’s meeting, she also clarified
that the two governing bodies will
need to agree on a dollar amount for
the education budget and that the
BOE will be responsible for deciding
on whatever cuts may be necessary to
get to that dollar figure.

She said that in the two weeks since
the budget’s defeat, she has received

e-mails from residents “on both sides
of the issue.” Some want the councils
to cut nothing, Mayor Malool said,
while others want enough expendi-
ture cuts to effect a zero tax increase.
Doing the latter, she said, would
“probably decimate the school sys-
tem,” while making no cuts would
“go against” what voters expressed in
last month’s election.

Several parents also spoke at the
meeting, urging the council not to cut
the budget too deeply. The mayor,
noting that four of the five council
members have children in the school
system, had said earlier that the coun-
cil would make decisions based on
“the best interests of our children.”

Earlier, at the councils’ conference
meeting, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
said requests had been made to Union
County to lower the speed limits on
several south side county roads, in-
cluding Raritan Road and Martine
Avenue. He said the present speed
limits of 40 to 45 miles per hour in
some spots were instituted in the
1960s and 1970s when much of the
area was farmland.
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By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) last
Thursday held a roundtable discus-
sion at Union County College on how
municipalities and school districts
could save tax dollars by sharing ser-
vices.

At this open meeting was a panel of
seven individuals with backgrounds
in school administration, local poli-
tics and law — including Carmen
Centuolo, Union County’s executive
superintendent of schools — and
about 20 representatives of various
school boards and associations. The
discussion did not lay down a specific
plan for Union County’s school dis-

tricts to implement, rather it was meant
to bring together people who see the
school budget issue from different
perspectives in order to brainstorm
ideas that could be implemented in
Union County in the near future.

One point commonly brought up
by this discussion is that school dis-
tricts and their respective municipali-
ties are separate entities with sepa-
rate budgets, administrators, vehicles
and other commodities. However,
since both entities are funded by the
same pool of property tax dollars, a
lot of the services that both entities
provide for themselves could be
merged into one to save money, as
panelist Barbara Horl of the New
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Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OF THE ROUNDTABLE...Union County Superintendent of Schools Carmen
Centuolo, right, makes her point as Westfield Board of Education member Ginny
Leiz listens at last week’s roundtable discussion at Union County College in Cranford.

Happy Mother’s Day


