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Ron Bansky
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Call me today for help with your
business insurance needs:
auto, property & liability.

(800) 554 6964

Serving the community for over 10
years.

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New
Jersey. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 5/18/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

FHWA Drainage Restoration Contract, North – 2010; ROUTES US 1&9, NJ 5,
NJ 10, NJ 15, NJ 17, and NJ 440, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Sussex, and

Union Counties; Federal Project No: STP-C00S(008); DP No: 10418
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/29/10, 5/6/10 and 5/13/10, The Leader Fee: $174.42

Courtesy of Linda B. Condrillo
PAGES AND PAGES...The Friends of the Mountainside Public Library recently
held their annual book sale. The six-day clearance event featured best sellers, toys,
puzzles and games at bargain basement prices. Proceeds fund adult and children’s
programs at the library. Pictured, left to right, are: library staff Shelbi Babcock
and Elizabeth Perrin. Behind the scenes is volunteer Guy DeAngelis, taking stock
of the masses of books donated by the community. The next sale will be in the fall.

voted for the budget.”
Ms. Manette noted that the quality

of the school district is a key reason
that she and other families moved to
Fanwood.

“It’s extremely important to me that
we maintain that level of quality,” she
said.

Mayor Mahr responded, “The idea
of doing anything Draconian that
would harm the child in the classroom
is not being considered.”

The mayor said the two governing
bodies are trying to determine “where
we can make the cuts that will have the
least impact; that’s going to be the
challenge.”

In other business Tuesday night, the
borough council held a discussion on
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains shared ser-
vices study.

A consultant-prepared final report
on the $48,000 grant-funded study
has been completed, but not yet made
public. “It’s just recommendations at
this point,” said Mayor Mahr, who
added that affected municipal depart-
ment heads have received the report.

Mayor Mahr, who held up a copy of
the document in a three-ring binder,
said, “I think we planned to have [the
report made public] a little sooner, but
with the [school board] budget rejec-
tion, that has sort of gotten sidetracked
now.”

Mayor Mahr said the report “looked
at 11 potential areas” for shared or
merged services between Fanwood
and Scotch Plains.

One of those recommendations was
the potential sharing of police dis-
patching; since then, Fanwood has
been selected to join Union County’s
police dispatching system, saving the
borough an estimated $76,000 for each
of the next three years.

The mayor said the county could
begin taking over the borough’s police
dispatching later this month, as soon
as a formal borough resolution is ap-
proved and some technical upgrades
are completed.

The discussion also covered a pro-
posed resolution authorizing the shared
services consultant, Jersey Profes-
sional Management, to receive an ad-
ditional contract for $5,000, to be split
between the two municipalities.

Mayor Mahr said the consultant
would be paid to “take us through the
public hearings” to be scheduled as
the shared services final report is made
public.

However, Councilman Anthony
Parenti said since the report is done,

“not one nickel” should be paid to the
consultant for any additional work. At
least three other council members ap-
peared to support Mr. Parenti’s posi-
tion.

Both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
would have to approve the resolution
in order for the consultant to be re-
tained; if either governing body op-
poses it, the consultant is “out of luck,”
said Mayor Mahr.

Also Tuesday night, the mayor en-
couraged the public to keep following
the municipal budget’s progress, lead-
ing up to a borough hall public hearing
set for Monday, May 24, starting at 7
p.m.

The governing body introduced the
$8.6 million spending plan at a special
meeting on April 21; it would increase
municipal taxes by 3.6 percent, or
about $78 for the average assessed
home.

Mayor Mahr said the budget has
“the smallest [tax] increase in the last
several years…without having to sac-
rifice or make any significant reduc-
tions in services.”

The governing body also discussed
potentially revisiting the 10-foot resi-
dential driveway curb-cut limit; com-
muter parking issues on Midway Av-
enue and Tower Place, and the “pre-
construction” phase of the Belvidere
Avenue improvement project, set to
begin early this summer after a neigh-
borhood meeting is scheduled.
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Fanwood Borough Council

as mayor, but as a parent.
“The energy exuded from Ms. Collins

was certainly contagious,” he said. “And
the children caught it, and learned to
love learning.”

Ms. Collins said her purpose was to
give her students confidence, enthusi-
asm and a love of school.

“Children are to be taught how to
think, not what to think,” Ms. Collins
said, quoting academic anthropologist
Margaret Mead.

Ms. Collins is slated to retire in June
after 21 years of teaching at Jefferson
School, and has donated her monetary
gift from the Rotary Club to the
Jefferson library and to the advance-
ment of technology in the school.

Also slated to retire this year are
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Education Roundtable

McKinley School Principal Claudia
Andreski and Westfield High School
Athletic Director Edward Tranchina.

The BOE will develop job descrip-
tions for both positions and begin an
aggressive local and national search for
qualified people to fill the empty seats
by the beginning of the 2010-2011
school year, said Barbara Ball, head of
human resources for Westfield schools.

Ms. Ball said public announcements
of job openings would be official as of
May 10, utilizing both print and online
media outlets. She said candidates
would be finalized by June 25 in time
for the June 29 final BOE meeting.

“This is an ambitious agenda,” she
said. “We also want to be sure we find
the best person.”
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Westfield Board of Education

Councils, BOE to Discuss
Defeated SP-F BOE Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representatives
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the board
of education (BOE) were expected to meet
this week for preliminary discussions re-
lated to revisions to the $81-million school
budget that was defeated by voters on April
20. Township Mayor Nancy Malool ap-
pointed Councilwoman Mary DePaola,
Township Manager Chris Marion and her-
self to a subcommittee to negotiate budget
revisions with representatives from
Fanwood and the BOE.

On Tuesday, the mayor said that one
joint public meeting needs to be held prior
to the Wednesday, May 19, deadline for
finalizing an alternative budget and prop-
erty tax levy. At the council’s meeting, she
also clarified that the two governing bodies
will need to agree on a dollar amount for the
education budget and that the BOE will be
responsible for deciding on whatever cuts
may be necessary to get to that dollar figure.

She said that in the two weeks since the
budget’s defeat, she has received e-mails
from residents “on both sides of the issue.”
Some want the councils to cut nothing,
Mayor Malool said, while others want
enough expenditure cuts to effect a zero tax
increase. Doing the latter, she said, would
“probably decimate the school system,”
while making no cuts would “go against”
what voters expressed in last month’s elec-
tion.

Several parents also spoke at the meet-
ing, urging the council not to cut the budget
too deeply. The mayor, noting that four of
the five council members have children in
the school system, had said earlier that the
council would make decisions based on
“the best interests of our children.”

Earlier, at the council’s conference meet-
ing, Police Chief Brian Mahoney said re-
quests had been made to Union County to
lower the speed limits on several south side
county roads, including Raritan Road and
Martine Avenue. He said the present speed
limits of 40 to 45 miles per hour in some
spots were instituted in the 1960s and 1970s
when much of the area was farmland.

He said that there had been a great deal of
development in the decades since, includ-
ing expansion of schools, the construction
and subsequent expansions of the Jewish
Community Center and YMCA and the
expansion of the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools.

The police department is asking the
county to reduce speed limits on these roads
to 35 miles per hour, which Councilman
Jeff Strauss said “makes perfect sense.”

The township is also asking the county to
reconfigure the Martine Avenue extension
between Raritan Road and the Clark bor-
der. Calling the segment of roadway “a very
serious concern for several years,” Chief
Mahoney said the extension, which has two
lanes in each direction, needs a shoulder to
improve safety. The police would like the
extension to be narrowed to one lane in each
direction, like the rest of Martine Avenue,
with a shoulder on each side. He said that
there have been four vehicular fatalities in
the past decade, along with 56 auto crashes
and about 10 crashes involving deer in the
past five years.

The council’s next meeting will be Tues-
day, May 18, when the 2010 municipal
budget is expected to be introduced, the
2010 budget for the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corp. will be voted on and the revised
board of education budget may be formally
addressed.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
IF THE SHOE FITS...A mother and daughter peer at the many piles of shoes
placed outside, last Thursday, at Castle Bootery in Westfield.

UNICO to Hold ’50s
Dance Event May 14
SOUTH PLAINFIELD —The

Plainfields’ Chapter of UNICO will
hold a 1950’s-style dance event – fea-
turing a DJ playing period hits, food,
hula hoops and a best-dressed contest
– on Friday, May 14, from 7 to 11 p.m.
at the American Legion Hall on 243
Oak Tree Avenue in South Plainfield.

Tickets for “Let’s Go To The Hop”
cost $20 (a donation to UNICO) and
can be purchased by calling Carol at
(908) 756-9320.

Plainfields’ UNICO is a chapter of
UNICO National, which was founded
in 1922 in Waterbury, Conn. UNICO
National’s volunteer members support
charitable, educational and commu-
nity service projects while promoting
Italian heritage and combating nega-
tive stereotyping.

For more information, call Anthony
Bengivenga at (732) 968-9838 or Mike
Colucci at (732) 752-5077, or visit
plainfieldsunico.com.

cal.” A county-wide busing system
would be a practical alternative, al-
though the calendars for the participat-
ing school districts would have to be
synchronized.

“One of the better things that can be
done is if we start with the sports pro-
grams,” Ms. Centuolo proposed, ex-
plaining that sports programs run up a
big cost of transportation. “If we could
combine some of those routes so you
have one bus that might run through
Garwood, and then Clark, and then into
Springfield,” money would be saved
by transporting students from multiple
schools with one bus.

The problem with that approach is
that parents have prejudices towards
people of different socioeconomic

class. As Ms. Centuolo noted, “If I
live in Garwood, I don’t want my
students riding with someone from
the eastern half of the county. And
that’s the reality; we have buses go-
ing by that are half-filled because
communities do not want to mix their
students.”

“What makes shared services
work?” pointed out Julia Walker,
president of the Westfield Board of
Education, who has served a total of
12 years on the BOE. “Relationships.
It’s all about the people…The most
valuable outcome for [Westfield] in
the past several years has been a very
strong collaboration between our
town government and our school lead-
ership.”


