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School Officials Discuss Sharing
At Forum, Hoping to Cut Costs

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) last
Thursday held a roundtable discussion
at Union County College in Cranford
on how municipalities and school dis-
tricts could save tax dollars by sharing
services.

At this open meeting was a panel of
seven individuals with backgrounds in
school administration, local politics and
law — including Carmen Centuolo,

Union County’s executive superinten-
dent of schools — and about 20 repre-
sentatives of various school boards and
associations. The discussion did not
lay down a specific plan for Union
County’s school districts to implement,
rather it was meant to bring together
people who see the school budget issue
from different perspectives in order to
brainstorm ideas that could be imple-

mented in Union County in the near
future.

One point commonly brought up by
this discussion is that school districts
and their respective municipalities are
separate entities with separate budgets,
administrators, vehicles and other com-
modities. However, since both entities
are funded by the same pool of prop-
erty tax dollars, a lot of the services that
both entities provide for themselves
could be merged into one to save money,
as panelist Barbara Horl of the New
Jersey School Boards Association
noted: “When I went on the board in
Matawan in 1989, we were sharing
services with our municipality” for land-
scaping work, use of heavy equipment
and use of commodities. Ms. Horl is a
former president of the Matawan-Ab-
erdeen Board of Education.

Panelist Vito A. Gagliardi, Jr., a
Morristown lawyer who currently rep-
resents over 30 public entities, further
elaborated on this kind of shared ser-
vices arrangement, which can be seen
mainly “where you have small towns
and small school districts…where the
town actually does stuff for the school

district for free.”
Mr. Gagliardi explained that some of

the smaller Union County towns, such
as Winfield or Garwood, have arrange-
ments “where [the school board] doesn’t
have a contract to have someone come
in to plow that little [school parking]
lot; it takes some guy who works for the
town — as a contractor or a W-2 em-
ployee — an extra 20 minutes to plow

that parking lot. Why in the world
would you pay 30, 40, 50-thousand
dollars for a contract to have someone
come there and do that?”

If a town wants to have its own
school district, Mr. Gagliardi argued,
“You gotta do something to help it. And
it doesn’t make any sense to the taxpay-
ers when it’s literally going to cost
nothing; somebody spends an extra 20
minutes on their route plowing going
past that school.”

“There is nothing better than free,”
Mr. Gagliardi stated.

Linda Gaglione of the Union Town-
ship Board of Education challenged
Mr. Gagliardi. “What I’ve seen is that
everybody talks ‘shared services,’ but
in my town, show me the money. You’re
saying you’re sharing your services,
you’re pointing at the school district,
you’re taking from me but you’re giv-
ing me nothing. That’s a one-way
street.”

Ms. Centuolo brought up school
transportation as something that could
be shared among multiple districts, cit-
ing transportation costs as “astronomi-
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS...Summer weather last Thursday brings diners to the
sidewalk at the many cafe’s in downtown Westfield. The group above enjoys
lobster with their favorite spirits at 16 Prospect Bistro.

Westfield Council Reports
‘Progress’ in Union Negotiations

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday night’s
town council conference session, Act-
ing Mayor and Finance Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca announced
that he anticipates introduction of the
municipal budget at the Tuesday, May
25, public meeting.

Mr. Ciarrocca said that Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky had met with rep-
resentatives of the Teamsters, the
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) and the Firemen’s Mutual
Benevolent Association (FMBA) on
Monday. He added that “we are mak-
ing progress” working with the em-
ployees but indicated he would elabo-
rate further to the members of the

council during their closed session.
Town Administrator James Gildea

told the council that the annual audit
report has been received from the
auditors with two recommendations,
but was “positive” overall. He said
the auditors recommended that all
fees collected by the town be depos-
ited within 48 hours and that dupli-
cate receipts be kept for cash transac-
tions. Mr. Gildea noted that in past
years, the court and parking depart-
ments were noted in the report for not
making deposits quickly enough but
had improved and were not included
this year.

At next week’s public session, the
council is slated to approve a resolu-
tion authorizing the town to repay an

overpaid tax payment as a result of a
tax appeal judgment. The $9,691 pay-
ment will be made to L’Oreal for
property at 574 Springfield Avenue.

The council will also vote on a
resolution to approve café licenses
for 16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro
and Tutti Baci on South Avenue.

An ordinance will also be intro-
duced at next Tuesday’s meeting
which will amend parking regula-
tions in several areas and change the
intersection of South Chestnut Street
and Fourth Avenue to a four-way
stop. The ordinance also creates
handicapped spaces at 515 Trinity
Place and 339 Livingston Street.

Upon passage of the ordinance,
parking will be prohibited along South
Avenue between Westfield and Cen-
tral Avenues from 2 to 6 a.m. One-
hour non-metered parking zones will
be created along a portion of South
Avenue near West Broad Street from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and a two-hour non-
metered parking zone will be created
for the entire length of Sussex Street
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. As part of the
ordinance, new pay stations will be
installed in the South Avenue train
station parking lot to allow for 11,
four-hour spaces and 10, 12-hour
spaces.

Finally, the council went into closed
session to discuss contract negotia-
tions with the FMBA, PBA, Team-
sters and Communication Workers of
America (CWA), as well as discus-
sion of pending litigation regarding
the Sunnyside development project.

Sunnyside Senior Housing versus
the Town of Westfield is a “builders
remedy” lawsuit currently seeking to
force the town to allow for a 60-unit
building development, including af-
fordable housing, at a higher density
than would otherwise be permitted in
the given zone on Springfield Av-
enue.

SP, FW Councils to Hold
Hearing on Defeated Tax Levy

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Tuesday night’s
monthly borough council agenda
meeting drew more than a dozen
people, an unusually large audience
for a meeting that typically does not
have much public participation. This
was due to a discussion of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
tax levy that was defeated handily at
the polls last month.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said the govern-
ing bodies in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, between now and May 19,
both must agree on recommendations
(which the school board is not bound
to accept) to reduce the amount of the
defeated school tax levy.

Further, he said, both must approve
a resolution setting the school tax for
the year. If an agreement to reduce the
budget is not made and the May 19
deadline is not met, Mr. Tomkins said,
“then the decision is out of your hands
and it goes to the county superinten-
dent of schools.” The superintendent,
Carmen Centuolo, would then deter-
mine the school tax levy for the dis-
trict. The school board could appeal to
the New Jersey Commissioner of Edu-
cation, Bret Schundler, if it chooses.

However, Mr. Tomkins emphasized
that the two municipalities also are up
against an earlier May 15 deadline, by
which the school board, “by law,” has
to either give its teachers a contract or
commit to not hiring them back. In
other words, any possibility of elimi-
nating teaching positions would have
to be considered up front.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the school board and the governing
bodies from both towns have already
met together, and there also has been
a meeting with the local teachers union.
Further meetings are planned, she said,
leading up to “one joint hearing” to be
held prior to May 15. Officials are
working to set a date for the hearing,

said Mayor Mahr, who then opened
the meeting up for public comments.

A joint public meeting with the coun-
cils of Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
along with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, is to be scheduled
soon to discuss the budget. When the
time is announced, it will be posted at
goleader.com.

Resident Michael Ancora urged of-
ficials to reduce the budget enough so
that the school tax levy is flat. “It
seems that’s what the voters were ask-
ing for [last month],” he said.

“I do not believe [the school board
budget] will come in as flat,” Mayor
Mahr responded.

Mr. Tomkins added that there is a
“minimum levy” requirement that “we
can’t go below.”

Mayor Mahr said, “We’re trying to
determine what that number is.”

“Nobody on this council is about to
not listen to what the voters had to
say,” said Mayor Mahr. “There’s a lot
of moving pieces right now, so we
don’t necessarily have all the
answers…it’s going to take us a lot of
work in a very short period of time,
and the public is going to be along
[with us] for the ride.”

Resident Monica Felsing said, “The
voters did dictate a 0-percent [school
tax] increase.”

Ms. Felsing said the “bureaucratic”
process for getting the defeated school
budget amended and adopted is “just
a mess” and “a way to circumvent the
will of the people.”

Resident Michael Pedevillano spoke
out against cutting teacher salaries to
reduce the school budget.

Former borough council member
Donna Dolce advocated for “reason-
able and prudent” cuts – noting, “not
all voters support a 0-percent [school
tax] increase.”

Resident Ronnie Manette told the
governing body, “I want you to know
there are people in this town who

BOE Proposes Student
Activity Fees, Honors Collins

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s board
of education (BOE) regular monthly
meeting, retiring teacher Diana Collins
was honored, student activity fees were
discussed, and other retirements were
noted.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said a system is being developed
in budget meetings to instate a student
activity fee to support the cost of extra-
curricular activities. Ms. Dolan said a
committee of district representatives,
BOE members and parents will be
created to discuss how such a fee would
affect Westfield residents. Ms. Dolan
intends to present the finalized plans to
the BOE and the public in June and to
notify residents over the summer so
that a system may be in place for the
beginning of the next school year.

The BOE accepted grants from the
Education Fund of Westfield in the
amount of $12,923 for specified pro-
grams throughout the district, includ-
ing books and equipment.

“The Westfield Education Fund has
been very generous again,” BOE Presi-
dent Julia Walker said.

Jefferson Elementary School teach-
ers, students and parents filled the seats

of the gymnasium Tuesday as fourth-
grade teacher Ms. Collins was honored
for her excellence in teaching in a spe-
cial ceremony before the board.

Ms. Walker presented Ms. Collins
with a resolution on behalf of the board
acknowledging Ms. Collins’ receipt of
the Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award from the Rotary Club of
Westfield, an award presented annu-
ally to a full-time K-5 teacher demon-
strating outstanding teaching, interest
in children and the continued pursuit of
professional growth.

Colleagues and former students of
Ms. Collins came forth to express their
appreciation of Ms. Collins’ effort in
her years of teaching.

Six of the students in Ms. Collins’
class offered a presentation acknowl-
edging their teacher’s admirable quali-
ties.

“Not once does a day go by without
a smile from Mrs. Collins,” said fourth-
grade student Allison Rever.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
addressed the crowd, crediting Ms.
Collins with putting “service above
self.” Having seen three of his own
children through Ms. Collins’ class-
room, Mayor Skibitsky spoke not only

Courtesy of Lorre Korecky
TOP TEACHER…Westfield Board of Education President Julia Walker, right,
presents Jefferson School teacher Diana Collins, on Tuesday night, with a
resolution recognizing her as the recipient of the Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award from the Rotary Club of Westfield.
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LIFE IN THE FAST LANE...Car enthusiasts flock to the north side of the train station parking lot, behind the Verizon store,
to get up close and personal with several exotic and vintage automobiles, last Saturday, at the first annual Exotic Car
Showcase, presented by G-Wiz Auto Entertainment as a fundraiser for the Westfield Neighborhood Council.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.
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NIGHT OF THE ROUNDTABLE...Union County Superintendent of Schools
Carmen Centuolo, right, makes her point, Thursday evening, as Westfield Board
of Education member Ginny Leiz listens at last week’s roundtable discussion at
Union County College in Cranford.

Happy Mother’s Day


