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County Employees, Families
Are Invited to Exhibit Art

COUNTY – Since 2002, employ-
ees of the County of Union and their
families have participated in a pro-
gram that gives them the opportunity
to display their artistic creations.

In its ongoing effort to recognize
and encourage creative and artistic
accomplishment throughout Union
County, the Board of Chosen Free-
holders, in partnership with The Na-
tional Arts Program, announced the
ninth annual exhibition of artwork by
County of Union workers and their
families.

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.
Recognized artists and art profes-
sionals will serve as judges, selecting
entrants for cash awards and honor-
able mention in the exhibition’s five
artistic classifications: amateur (little
or no experience); intermediate (some

experience, art students); professional
(serious art training or employed in
an art-related job); teens 13 to 18
years old; and youths age 12 and
under.

In the adult classifications, each first-
place winner will receive $300; sec-
ond place will receive $200 each, and
third place, $100 each. There is one
$300 prize for Best in Show. In each
youth classification, $75 will go to
first-place, $50 to second place and
$25 to third place winners. The Na-
tional Arts Program provides the prizes.

Pre-registration is required by April
22. Early registration is encouraged.
To request a registration form and
further information, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202. To reach the office,
dial (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Summer Stage to Present
Greatest Show on Earth

WESTFIELD – Director Kenneth
Horn seeks aspiring actors, in grades
6 through 12, to join the cast of the
Summer Stage Theater in the 2010
production of Barnum this July.

With 854 performances on Broad-
way, this award-winning musical,
with music by Cy Coleman, lyrics
by Michael Stewart and book by
Mark Brambic, is
based on the life
of the infamous
Phineas T.
Barnum.

It traces his jour-
ney from sideshow
huckster to his col-
laboration with
James Bailey to
form “The Great-
est Show on
Earth.” The plot
explores the ups
and downs of his
life as he builds his
entertainment em-
pire, and the show
entertains with a
myriad of circus
acts and novelties.

In an interview
discussing his se-
lection, Mr. Horn
said, “When
weighing possible show choices for
the Summer Stage Theater’s third
season, I wanted to choose a work
that would speak to the ladies, the
gentlemen and the children of all
ages. Barnum is a show that accom-
plishes that, and more.”

He continued, “I chose Barnum
because I am convinced that the show
offers many opportunities to allow
campers a chance at exploring and
growing their performance skills,
while allowing each camper his/her
“time in the spotlight.”

The program will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 301 Clark Street in Westfield,
from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. daily
from June 29 until July 30. The pro-

duction is slated for afternoons and
evenings of July 28 and 29. There is
no audition needed to become part
of the cast, and enrollment is open to
students from all communities.

In addition to Mr. Horn, who is on
the staff of Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, Karen Romero,
a staff member at Westfield’s

Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School,
will serve as mu-
sical director.

Both educators
have professional
theatrical credits
as performers and
directors as well.
Chor eog raphy
will again be de-
signed by dance
instructor Irene
Ulesky, a veteran
member of the
Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop
(WSW) who has
choreographed
many musicals for
the WSW, among
them the last two
Summer Stage
Theater produc-
tions of The Wiz

and Little Shop of Horrors.
The Summer Stage Theater is part

of the WSW, which offers courses in
arts, crafts, music, dance, drama,
musical theater and more for stu-
dents from pre-kindergarten to grade
8.

Degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists teach courses. A regis-
tered nurse is on staff during the
morning program.

For more information on the Sum-
mer Stage Theater or the Westfield
Summer Workshop, call (908) 518-
1551 or visit the studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Log
on to njworkshopforthearts.com for
additional information.

GREAT SHOW ON
EARTH…Director Kenneth Horn and
musical director Karen Romero take a
break from directing duties while rest-
ing in the jaws of the carnivorous plant
from last July’s Summer Stage Theater
production of Little Shop of Horrors.

ONCE UPON A TIME...In early March, the Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison staged Once On This Island, a musical that takes place in Haiti. Sharon
Byrne, Wardlaw-Hartridge music teacher, who produced the musical with Becky
Randazzo, said students “made us so proud, pouring themselves into their roles.”
Pictured above, in one of the musical’s most dramatic scenes, are: Anthony
Martin as Papa Ge, Milika Griffiths as Ti Moune, Lauren Levine of Fanwood as
Asaka and Billy Buchbinder of Scotch Plains as Agwe. Other students from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who performed in the musical were: Brian Downing as
Daniel, Catherine Badalamenti as an Upper School storyteller, Max Needle as
Daniel’s son and Middle School storytellers: Eric Bessette, Moenika Chowdhury,
Claude Djan, Chase Levitt and Emily Wexler.

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

According to an old Irish proverb, “If
beef is the king of meats, then potatoes are
the queen of the vegetable garden.” When
it comes to the most frequently consumed
foods in the United States, this starchy
tuber is at the top of the list. You can mash
them, broil them, fry them, bake them and
if you Google them, you will see 36-
million hits.

Although the roots of the potato (no pun
intended) can be traced all the way back to
the 16th century, it is only in the past 200
years that it has become such a popular
food staple in America. It is the world’s
fourth-largest food crop, preceded by rice,
wheat and maize.

Believed to have originated in South
America, this nightshade vegetable (grows
in the dark) is one of a group of select root
vegetables that grow underground. The
whole plant, including the flowering green
leafy portion, is called “potato.”

In some countries, the potato was
thought of as a plebian food and thus was
consumed only by the poorest of the poor.
In other countries, it was considered a
delicacy enjoyed only by the very wealthy.
Today, it is popular, with just about every
culture worldwide and most ethnic groups
having at least one potato dish they can call
their own.

In America, the varied recipes we lay
claim to are too numerous to list. And
when it comes to holiday feasts, some sort
of potato dish usually accompanies the
meal. From boiled potatoes on St. Patrick’s
Day to mashed potatoes on Thanksgiving
Day, the potato holds an important place at
the table.

Although, there is no one special potato
dish that is associated with either Easter or
Passover, some sort of potato dish will
surely be part of the holiday dinner.

When it comes to French foods, it is
known that this cuisine doesn’t take calo-
ries or fat into account. That is why this
delicious Potato Gratin Dauphinois is re-
ally for special occasions. It is a bit of a
production to prepare, but well worth it.

Also, these Easy Potato Pancakes do
not require much effort since it is not
necessary to peel the potatoes. It is inter-
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The Versatile Potato

esting to note here that many years ago
folks thought the skin of the potato was
poisonous. Today, we know that the most
nutritious part of the potato lies in the layer
just underneath the skin.

Potatoes Gratin Dauphinois
Ingredients

1 pound baking potatoes
2 ounces butter (chunked) + extra for greasing

the pan*
1 clove garlic, chopped

¼ teaspoon salt, more if needed
¼ teaspoon pepper, more if needed

½ cup heavy cream
½ cup of milk

½ teaspoon nutmeg (fresh preferred; if dried,
use ¼ teaspoon)

Procedure
Peel and thinly slice the potatoes. Rinse and

pat dry. Liberally butter a shallow 8-inch-round
baking dish.
Layer the po-
tato slices.
Sprinkle each
layer with a
little chopped
garlic and salt
and pepper.
Continue lay-
ering and sea-
soning until all
the slices are
used. Mix the
cream and
milk together.
Pour over the top. Sprinkle the top with the butter
and nutmeg. Bake on the top rack at 350 degrees
for 1 ½ hours or until the top browns.

Easy Potato Pancakes
Ingredients

1 pound potatoes (3 or 4 medium size),
unpeeled

1 medium onion
2 eggs

2 tablespoons matzo meal
Salt and pepper to taste

Oil for frying (or baking)

Procedure
Cut the potatoes and the onion into small

chunks. Crack the eggs into the blender. Little by
little add the potatoes and the onion. Add the
matzo meal. Pulse until thoroughly ground.

If baking, brush a little oil on the bottom of a
large pan. Drizzle a little oil on the pancakes as
well and bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. If
frying, heat the oil until it is hot. Fry on both sides
until cooked through.

WF Symphony Orchestra
Presents Family Concert

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
11, at 4 p.m., at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) presents Stars of To-
morrow, a fantasy-filled youth concert
for the entire family.

Designed to foster a love of music
and a lifetime of participation in the
musical arts, this concert features Ben-
jamin Britten’s Young Person’s Guide
to the Orchestra as well as the Grand
Finale of the 2010 Tri-state youth con-
certo competition, in which the entire
audience will have the opportunity to
vote to help select this year’s winner.

WSO will take its audience on an
educational musical journey with A
Young Person’s Guide to the Orches-
tra, Britten’s salute to the symphony
orchestra.

Former NFL football player and New
York Giants Superbowl 21 champion
Bill Ard will narrate this classic with a
lively guided tour of the orchestra sec-
tions and description of the tone colors
and sounds made by each instrument –
from the mellow clarinet to the boom-
ing tuba.

The Sunday afternoon concert will
also present the Grand Finale of the
Stars of Tomorrow Tri-State Concerto
Competition.

Three exemplary musical protégés
will compete for a grand prize of $3,000.
Each young finalist will perform one
movement of their chosen concerto with
the Westfield Symphony, and the audi-

ence will have the opportunity to vote
and participate in the selection of the
winner.

Studies have proved that children
who are regularly exposed to classical
music read earlier, achieve higher SAT
scores, and improve everything from
hand-eye coordination to IQ to creative
thinking skills to self-esteem.

Music Director David Wroe said,
“Children have a natural curiosity about
music, and there’s no better way to
encourage their interest than by letting
them experience live performances. In
this concert, students will not only learn
about the orchestra, they will also have
the opportunity to hear and be inspired
by some of the best young classical
players in the tri-state area.”

There will also be an opportunity to
join WSO before the concert for a free
interactive program with Barbara
Thomson.

Tickets ($25-$70) may be purchased
directly from the WSO office (224 East
Broad Street ) or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400. Tickets are
also available at the Town Book Store
in Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford. Elementary students may
attend for $5, while middle and high
school children will be admitted for
$10.

For further information, call (908)
232 9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

Crescent Ave. Presents
A ‘Festival of Organists’
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PLAINFIELD – Five central New
Jersey and one Pennsylvania organist
will perform music ranging from J.S.
Bach to Maurice Duruflé when
Crescent Concerts presents its
season’s sixth concert, “A Festival of
Organists,” on Sunday, March 28, at 3
p.m. in the Crescent Avenue Presby-
terian Church, located on the corner
of Watchung Avenue and Seventh
Street in Plainfield.

The organists, who will perform on
the church’s new four manual, ninety-
seven rank G.F. Adams French organ,
include James Little, Richard Frey,
Sam Chapin, Se-Eun Lim and Tho-
mas Rogers.

Mr. Little, organist/choirmaster of
Calvary Episcopal Church in Summit
since 1993, directs a program of youth
and adult choirs, a handbell choir,
and a concert series by the Calvary
Chorale with guest ensembles and
soloists.

Previously, he was the director of
the Pingry School Men’s Glee Club
and for 20 years was organist/choir
director at the Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside.
Mr. Little is also the musical director
of the Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, which rehearses in Westfield,
performing this season at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, and at
Calvary Episcopal Church in Summit.

Mr. Frey is a native of Bethlehem,
Pa. He holds degrees from
Westminster Choir College, Boston
University and Eastern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary. Since July 2003, he
has served as Minister of Music at
Trinity United Church of Christ in
Hanover, Pa., a church of 1,200 mem-
bers with 12 choirs.

Mr. Chapin attended The Univer-
sity of Michigan School of Music,
completing Bachelor, Master and
Doctor of Music degrees in voice.  He
was employed for many years as a
chorister and/or soloist in several
churches in New York City, including
The Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, St. Tho-
mas Church and St. George’s Episco-
pal Church.

Ms. Lim holds a bachelor’s degree
in Organ Performance from Ewha
Woman’s University in Seoul. She
has participated as an organ and harp-
sichord player in various concerts
with the USC Thornton School of
Music Orchestra and USC Univer-
sity Choir, among others.

Mr. Rodgers was born in Mercer,
Pa. He received his Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree from Westminster College,
where he studied piano and organ. He
did his graduate studies in church
music at Westminster Choir College
of Princeton. He has been the director
of music at the Bound Brook Presby-
terian Church since 1976.

Admission will be $20, $15 for
seniors and $5 for students. Handicap
access and large-print programs will
be available. For information, call the
church office at (908) 756-2468 daily
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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