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Cougar Matmen Had Banner Year, Finished 19-4
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Lady Cougars Extinguished All Doubt on Court
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Winning Can Be Contagiious for Cougar Girls
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Cougar Nine to Take It ‘One Game at a Time’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

as being real competitive on the bas-
ketball court. We will expect a lot
from him out in centerfield.

Junior Mark Osofsky, who played
over the summer and had some play-
ing time on the varsity last year, will
cover leftfield. Right field has
Gilstrap, Colaneri and Williamson
vying for the spot.

Although the batting order has not
been determined, Walano and Pace
are expected to be toward the top of
the lineup, but putting the bat on the

ball should not be a problem for the
Cougars.

“We stress to the kids to have good
quality at bats. We are hoping they
will execute. We really try to pound
that into the kids to be successful
hitters in different situations, not just
for average, but for RBI and helping
the team win. You have to swing the
bat to hit the ball. Get a good pitch to
hit, and once it’s there be ready to
swing the bat and put the bat on the
ball,” said coach McCaffrey.

The Cougars will open against
Governor Livingston in Berkeley
Heights on April 1.

“We are hoping that we will con-
tinue to get better each game. You
obviously want to be competitive each
day but also be competitive further
into the season, play better baseball
come the county tournament and,
hopefully, the state tournament,”
coach McCaffrey said. “That’s our
first [long term] goal, [to] qualify for
the state tournament!”

ing hard. They want to be good,”
coach Kane said.

Sophomores Rebecca Shimonov
(100 meters, 100-hurdles, triple
jump), Kate Evans (200, 400, pole
vault), Gillian Burke (200, 400 inter-
mediate hurdles) and Devon
Cacchione (400IH) are expected to
reap team points. Sophomore Kristen
VanBenschoten will head the shot
put and discus, and there is a wealth
of freshmen girls, who could contrib-
ute in the jumps, sprints and hurdles,

such as Amanda and Nicole Tarantino,
and Valerie Podbelski, along with
sophomores Danielle Manganelli and
Cara Costa. Emily Lupin, Shannon
Miller and Erica Faraone will add
strength in the mid-distances.

“We are lucky now in the girls we
have out for the sport. They are high-
bred athletes. They can go from a
sprinting event to hurdling. I think, to
win in Union County, you have to
have people, who can do multiple
events. You don’t get specialists until

you go to college. In high school, you
have to take your talent and spread it
out, so you can be the most effective
team. We are lucky enough to have
girls, who can jump from event to
event and be very good in all of them,”
said coach Kane. “The girls are more
than motivated. They liked winning,
and they want to get back to it.”

*********
Hopefully, we have managed to list

all potential Lady Cougars at the
time of this interview – March 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING A VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Cougar Joe Giaccio, top, won the Union County, District 11 and Region
3 112-lb crowns and finished with a 32-4 record.

one to watch out for next year.”
Senior Julian Campo claimed his

second district title at 215 lbs. Once
he rocked an opponent in a cradle, it
was “good night”. Campo finished
with a 26-7 record.

“Julian was as solid as they come.
For the past three years we have re-
lied on him for bonus points. He had
a nasty cradle and locked it up on
some of the top wrestlers in the area,”
coach Torsone pointed out.

Senior Brian Buontempo placed
third in the district at 125 lbs and
finished with a 21-10 record.

“Brian Buontempo has come along
way in four years. He went from
being a fill-in 103 to a legitimate 125
pounder in the county,” said coach
Torsone.

Junior Kyle Markovitch (130 lbs)
spent the first half of the season heal-

ing from a broken wrist, but he recov-
ered in time to grab his third district
crown. He just missed qualifying for
AC when he placed fourth in the
Region 3 Tournament to finish 14-3.

“Kyle Markovitch made an unbe-
lievable comeback this year. Coming
back from an injury with a month left
in the season, he wrestled to his third
district championship and placed
fourth in the region. That was impres-
sive in itself,” coach Torsone expressed.

Junior Matt DiGiovanni, who
placed third in the UCT at 135 lbs,
won the district title and advanced to
the region semifinals before placing
fourth and finishing with a 30-7
record.

“Matt DiGiovanni is a student of
the sport. He wins, not only because
he is good, but also he knows how to
wrestle different wrestlers with vari-

ous styles,” noted coach Torsone.
Sophomore JP Christiano took third

in the UCT at 152 lbs, second in the
district and finished 28-5. Senior Errol
Petgrave, who placed fifth in the UCT
at 189 lbs, nearly pulled a stunning
upset in the district finals when he was
edged, 13-11, by Brearley’s Khusen
Taramov, who finished fifth at AC.
Petgrave finished with an 18-16 record.
Sophomore Ian Henry placed third at
119 lbs at the UCT and finished 19-10.
Junior Eric Knight finished 15-13 at
140 lbs. Senior Connor Londregan
finished 13-13 at 145 lbs. Senior Chris
Keim finished 14-16 at 160 lbs. Fresh-
man Rob Kessler finished 7-12, and
freshman Diego Castro finished 4-13
at 103 lbs.

The Cougars will graduate five,
varsity matmen, however, a large num-
ber of talented wrestlers will return.

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

David B. Corbin (Westfield game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUITE A COUGAR SCRAPPER…Cougar freshman guard Jess McCoy, No. 20, was not shy when it came to battling for
possession of the basketball. McCoy led the team with 214 rebounds and was second in assists, steals and blocks with 47, 58
and 32, respectively.

the charity line. She also led the team
with 62 steals and was second in
rebounds with 197, while adding 27
blocks.

D’Antico bucketed 139 points, in-
cluding 20 three-pointers, and hit 25-
for-36 (69 percent) from the line. She
also had 96 rebounds, 38 assists, 31
steals and nine blocks. Gross scored
191 points, including 52-for-73 (70
percent) from the line. She had 167
rebounds, 28 blocks, 21 steals and 15
assists.

Sophomore guard Morgan Miller,
because of her deadly outside shoot-
ing, forced opposing defenses to
stretch, so the Cougars could also
find success with the inside game.
Miller, who finished with 274 points,
banged a team-leading 40 three-point-
ers and sank 35-for-50 (70 percent)
from the line. She also grabbed 133
rebounds and created 42 steals, while
adding 39 assists and 33 blocks.

“Morgan was an offensive spark
for us this year. When we needed a
few points on the board to get us
started, Morgan would come
through,” commented coach Huber.

All seeing varsity court time were
junior guards Sara Gugliucci and
Brianna Capese, along with forward
Jackie Monteaquedo. Gugliucci net-
ted 92 points, including 11 three-
pointers and 7-for-10 in free throws.
She had 36 rebounds, 12 assists, 14
steals and a block. Capece had 11
points, including three 3-pointers, two
rebounds an assist, a block and a
steal. Monteaquedo had eight points,
nine rebounds, an assist, two steals
and two blocks.

Three freshmen had a huge impact
on the varsity. Jess McCoy, a guard,
led the team with 214 rebounds and
was second in assists, steals and
blocks with 47, 58 and 32, respec-
tively. She also bucketed 231 points,

mostly from inside penetration, and
hit 38 of 53 (70 percent) from the
line. McGovern, who had 61 points,
was strong under the boards with 81
rebounds and nine blocks. She also
had 16 assists and 11 steals. Goeller,
tough defensively, contributed 52
points (8 three-pointers), 33 re-
bounds, 32 assists, seven steals and
two blocks.

“The freshmen were the most tal-
ented freshmen I have had the plea-
sure of coaching in all of my years at
Cranford so far,” said coach Huber.
“They are extremely talented and hard
working. You would never know they
were freshmen by the way they played
unless you asked.”

Despite graduating three fine team
leaders, the Lady Cougars, with the
addition of players from the Junior
Varsity team that won the Union
County JV Tournament, should be
strong on the court next year.

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

DIG THIS!!!  INTRODUCING CRUSH VB!!!

Camps & clinics for girls GR 4-7!

Promoting Growth of Union County Girls VB!

All camps & clinics held at Union County College, MAY-AUG.

For more information & registration, please log onto CRUSHVB.COM

Let’s play volleyball! Bring your friends! Hurry – space limited!

Lucy Diaz, Director / 2008 NJ State Coach of Year

Free

E-File

David B. Corbin (2009 Union County Tournament semis) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS AT THE PLATE…Cougar Nick Cook whacked a two-run double against Westfield ace pitcher Chris
Jenkins in the Union County Tournament semifinals last year.

David B. Corbin (2009 Union County meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LETTING THEIR MARK ON THE TRACK…The Cougar girls track & field team tied Union for the Union County
individual title and won the sectional title last year. The girls are looking forward to an even better season.


