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This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Total Debt, Liabilities, $280
School Bonds, 28

**County Bonds, 28
Town, 18

**RVSA Bonds, 28
Pensions, 180 est.

Total Current Input, $180 MM
School Tax, 79.3

School State Aid, 5.3
School Fed. Aid, 2.0

School Other, 3.4
Town Tax, 23.4

Town State Aid, 4.0
Town Other, 12.6
**County Tax, 27

**County Other, 18

For the model, 10 percent of county
operations and 14 percent of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority are assigned
to the model. Units = $millions

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Anne M. Hale Speaker Series 
Made possible by a grant from

The Thomas Glasser Foundation
and The Anne and Lee Hale Fund 

Hosted by the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Jon Bramnick
NJ Assembly Conference Leader and

Westfield Resident 

“Trenton: An Inside 
Look at State

Government Decision 
Making”

Thursday, April 8
7:30 pm 
At the Town Hall
Community Room  

Learn about the inner workings of New Jersey 
State government from an insider. Mr. Bram-
nick discusses taxes, pensions, the death pen-
alty, same-sex marriage and gun control. This 
promises to be a compelling evening.

Open to the public. Register on the Library’s website at www.wmlnj.org
and click Online Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 x 4140.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Westfield Home News Service

Serving the community since 1964

 Your Local Dependable
“““““AMAMAMAMAM” ” ” ” ” Newspaper Service
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24 Hour Phone Service

We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,
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908-233-0339

Westfield Leader
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Star Ledger
NY Times (NJ Edition)
Wall Street Journal
Daily News
NY Post and Many More...

Dr. Sunita Merriman has been selected  
as a Top Dentist in New Jersey Monthly

2010 survey of New Jersey dentists. 
 

We would like to extend to her our heartfelt 
congratulations on this accomplishment!  

 

From your dedicated staff and family, 
 

Tim, Nina, Simrin,  
Louise, Claudia, Catalina,  

Deborah and Melissa 

Point - Counterpoint

A Governor’s Failure to Bring Change
While in the Majority Party

Update on the Enterprise
By HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

Tuesday a week ago, Chris Christie,
the new governor of one of the most tax-
burdened states in the nation, introduced
a bold $28.3-billion budget balanced with
broad spending cuts instead of new tax
increases. So begins the Fiscal Revolu-
tion, a battle to save the state of New
Jersey from further insolvency and its
citizens from spiraling taxes and govern-
ment costs. Revolutions are not fought
without sacrifices, losses and hardships
and their purpose is to bring changes that
offer the hope of better days and better
lives.

The changes we yearn for is a New
Jersey that offers a promise of prosperity
for our children, affordability for our ag-
ing population, opportunity for businesses
of all sizes and effective improvements in
the delivery of social services and educa-
tion to the neediest amongst us.

Governor Jon Corzine understood the
need for change, and he came to Trenton
in 2006 with a sharp private sector men-
tality that many of us hoped would also
begin a period of focus on the poor finan-
cial health of the state. Instead of chang-
ing government, quite sadly government
changed him. Obstructionists of both par-
ties who were heavily invested in the
status quo torpedoed Corzine’s innova-
tive ideas.

The governor, a Democrat, was clearly
demoralized when elected officials of his
own party (in addition to Republicans)
organized protests to Turnpike
privatization at his Town Hall meetings.
What happened to the assertive governor
who held the Legislature in session
through the Fourth of July 2006 to de-
mand budget action and avoid a govern-
ment shutdown? From that divisive and
contentious moment forward, Governor
Corzine increasingly became a political
hostage of his party’s bosses and their
agendas of bigger government and higher
taxes.

The outstanding leadership and man-
agement skills of a Chief Executive Of-
ficer who was a titan in private industry at
Goldman Sachs slowly faded in public
service. Were they no match for a system
ruled by so many powerful politicians
and their vested interests?

In the election of 2009 and a national
era of ongoing political change, New
Jersey voters sent an unambiguous mes-
sage: Corzine was not the answer to our
problems. The truth is it was the Demo-
cratic majority in Trenton that squan-
dered his term and any prospects he of-
fered for change. In the years to come it
will be hard to remember Jon Corzine and
not dial up the deer-in-the-headlights vis-

age he frequently wore during the ’09
campaign, which perhaps reflected many
of his unexpected experiences, personal
frustrations and unfulfilled ambitions as
governor.

Goldman Sachs can fix all sorts of
global financial and economic dysfunc-
tion, but apparently not the kind that
exists in Trenton or our political culture.
Can anyone? We are about to find out.

Next Week: Governor Christie and The
Fiscal Revolution - Can a minority Gov-
ernor with a popular mandate for change
get the job done?

What do you think?

Since last week when the Westfield
Enterprise fiscal model was presented
describing this year, state aid figures were
announced for next year. The State of
New Jersey and most public school sys-
tems have their fiscal years beginning
July 1. The town and county follow the
calendar year.

For Westfield Schools, state aid is to
drop $4.2 million (from $5 million to $0.8
million next year). Westfield Schools
adjusted their numbers and propose a
budget of $89 million, essentially the
same as the current year, generally con-
strained by the governor’s decree of a
maximum school property tax increase of
4 percent. The schools are proposing in-
creasing the Westfield property tax from
$78.2 million to $81.9 million (4.7 per-
cent). See the school budget legal notice
submitted to the state on Monday pub-
lished on page 18.

State aid announced for the Town of
Westfield is to drop by $0.94 (from $4.1
to $3.1 million). The town is beginning its
budget deliberations for the next calendar
year. This process is expected to take a
few months. Last year, the town collected
$16.3 million in property taxes to support
its $40-million budget that included pay-
ment of about $3.6 million to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority.

The county is proposing a $470-mil-
lion budget for next year to be introduced
in April, passed in June. The budget pro-
posed is an increase of $28 million (4.4
percent). Of the $470 million, the plan
increases property taxes to towns from
$265 million to $276 million. Westfield
is to be assessed $28 million in property
taxes from the county (compared to $26
million this year – an increase of 7.7
percent). It’s not known whether the
county and allowable property taxes are
in anyway constrained by the governor’s
decree. These questions have been asked
and the responses, will be published next
week.

A preliminary assessment: given the

state aid figures just released, the tax
increases intended by the county and
schools with all other factors considered
constant, the Westfield Enterprise is fac-
ing a property tax increase of about $6.6
million ($3.7 million from schools, $0.9
million from the town and $2.0 million
from the county). The situation though is
not this simple as several cost factors are
likely to rise, cash reserves are low and
revenues other than taxes may fall.

In any of the categories (schools, town
and county), it is not known what the
impact on services, employment and union
contracts may be. Per practice of the past,
the schools, county and town operate
independently and do not collaborate on
priorities or adjust resources accordingly.

Questions have been asked of the unions
and comments have not yet been received.

From Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky

After years of unprecedented growth
in the state budget and mismanagement
over the state’s financial affairs, includ-
ing raiding dedicated funds and increas-
ing debt load to pay for current operating
expenses, it is no surprise that state gov-
ernment now finds itself in a fiscal crisis
of an almost inconceivable magnitude.
While all municipalities, including
Westfield, will be impacted by the
governor’s recommended actions, so too
would they be impacted if no action was
taken to stop the perpetual bleeding of the
taxpayer.

I am working very closely with the
Finance Committee and the town’s pro-
fessionals to find the right balance be-
tween meeting the mandatory cap on the
tax levy, reducing expenditures, and seek-
ing revenue enhancements while preserv-
ing as many services as possible. In this
crisis, it’s hard to imagine there could be
a silver lining. For Westfield, though, the
silver lining is that beginning in 2006, we
started the process of “reinventing gov-
ernment” by responsibly reducing staff
levels, controlling operating budgets, se-
curing grant moneys and limiting debt.

Consequently, we are in a much better
position to cope with this crisis than most.
To be sure, there are many tough deci-
sions yet to come and everyone will no
doubt have to make sacrifices, but all that
makes Westfield the unique and wonder-
ful town that it is will certainly persevere.

The Enterprise

By HORACE CORBIN
SAL CARUANA and PETER ECHAUSSE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Part Two

www.goleader.com/planet

SP-F Superintendent
Margaret Hayes Says:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools

will see a reduction in state aid of
$3,847,136 for the 2010-2011 school year.
We were prepared for a 10-percent to 15-
percent reduction, but the reality of an
84.4-percent reduction will have a sub-
stantial impact on our district’s opera-
tions, the towns that support our schools,
and the teachers and staff we value.

On March 22, our board of education
did not ratify the proposed contract with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association after bargaining in good faith
for many months. We have worked to
absorb the impact of this state aid reduc-
tion in a tight timeframe, spreading these
cuts across staff and district operations to
constrain the impact on local property
taxes.

State aid figures were released on March
17, and our board met on March 22 to
approve a tentative budget for submis-
sion to the Union County Executive Su-
perintendent on March 23. Our final bud-
get is scheduled for a public hearing and
vote on March 31. This process has been
unreasonably time constrained and un-
dermines sound planning.

The shift in the funding platform con-
tinues to harm some districts more than
others. Even in difficult financial times, a
more prudent process needs to come from
Trenton.

It is Imperative that the Budget Vote
For Schools be Rescheduled

Editor’s note: This letter of Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan was distributed
by the Westfield High School Parent
Teacher Student Association (WHSPTSO)
and copied to the newspaper.

*****
A directive from Trenton on March 17

cut state aid to Westfield schools by 90
percent. This completely contradicted
what the commissioner of education had
told boards of education and superinten-
dents less than a week before. New
Jersey’s Constitution provides for public
education for all. With this cut, the state
will provide less than 1 percent of the cost
of public education in Westfield. Follow-
ing is the text of the message that Super-
intendent of Schools, Dr. Margaret Dolan,
sent to Westfield’s representatives in Tren-
ton.

“From Superintendent Dolan: Postpone
April School Election, The students in the
public schools in Westfield deserve bet-
ter.

The taxpayers in Westfield deserve
better. The state has given us six days to
cut $4,222,000 from the cost of educating
6,275 students. The governor and com-
missioner have promised a tool kit to
make these cuts. The tool kit is empty.

The state Legislature will have almost

four months to debate and make well-
reasoned decisions about the Governor’s
proposed budget. All school districts have
been directed to make cuts in six days not
knowing what the legislature will change.

It is imperative that the budget vote be
rescheduled. Ballots have not been printed.
Boards of education will then be able to
utilize the promised tools and make in-
formed cuts to their budgets. The 6,275
students in public schools in Westfield
deserve better.

Margaret Dolan
Westfield Schools Superintendent

Westfield is a Very Friendly Town

While I was Ill, My Employees
Operated the Store; Thank You

Many of you have seen me walking in
downtown Westfield with my rollator
walker. I would like to thank all the won-
derful people who have shown me kind-
ness by jumping to help me with doors,
walking me across the street or holding
traffic for me.

Many people have asked me if I needed
any help. One kind lady noticed that my
shoelace was undone and bent down to tie
it for me. Several strangers were kind

enough to help me up the front stairs of
my building to save me the walk down the
driveway and parking lot to my garage
where I can enter without stairs.

I also thank the Downtown Westfield
Corporation for the welcome black
benches. Westfield is a very friendly town,
and I commend all the good people who
have reached out to me.

Joy Krauss
Westfield

One of the greatest fears facing a small
business owner is to be hospitalized and
unable to run your business. In February,
I suffered a ruptured appendix and spent
more than two weeks in Overlook Hospi-
tal. This was followed by several weeks
of recovery at home, where I continued to
worry about my store, my customers and
the work to be done.

I didn’t need to worry. My two part-
time workers, Mike and Jon, took it upon
themselves to operate the store for the full

12-hour workday. They completed the
jobs that I left in progress and took good
care of our customers, new and old. They
even exceeded the budget for the month.

My thanks to them and to all of my
great customers for their patience during
my absence — and especially for all their
good wishes during my convalescence.

Thomas Pizor, Boxer Express
Westfield

This is the second in a series of
articles where public participation is
sought. See goleader.com/planet.

Analyzing the fiscal emergency us-
ing Westfield as a model – Facing
reality with all options open; rethink-
ing the schools, municipality and
county government.

Last week, a fiscal model for the
enterprise was presented totaling $180
million per year currently plus debt at
$280 million.

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Commentary
We believe the best outcome is one

where an equal sharing of the burden is
borne by all; where job losses are avoided
and curtailment of services is minimized.

The question is, do we as a society have
the mettle for this, or is it every man for
himself? This is true, whether it be
Westfield, Elizabeth, Union County or
the State of New Jersey.

And yes, it is imperative to purge the
system of the scalawags.

Reading is good for you

goleader.com/subscribe


