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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hipparch – An ancient Greek cal-

vary commander
2. Hilus – In anatomy, a small notch or

opening where vessels and nerves enter
an organ

3. Luetic – Syphilitic
4. Yurt – A Siberian hut

GOLADAR
1. In East India, one who has charge of

a storehouse
2. An agnostic or non believer
3. A looking glass, small telescope
4. A green vegetable pigment

FERDNESS
1. Sharpness; eagerness
2. Self-assuredness; certainty
3. The state of being afraid
4. A state of awkwardness; clumsiness

FELO-DE-SE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Suicide
3. Care free; relaxed
4. A fencing master

CULVERIN
1. A receptacle for archery implements
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. A small tub
4. A musket or cannon used in the

Middle Ages

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

‘It’s About Time’ New Jersey’s
Governor Faces Budget ‘Squarely’

‘Shudder To Think’ of $4.2-Million
Cut To Our School Budget

School Budget Problems;
WF Self-Inflicted Wound

Westfield Teacher Unions Have
Cleverly Distilled A Beverage

In Westfield, if you Google the word
“chutzpah”, you will be sent to the board
of education’s site. How else can you
describe the actions of the board? It ig-
nored every signal that government must
economize, rushed to sign two contracts,
which would exceed any fully-funded
budget, expressed shock that the gover-
nor delivered on his threats and now seeks
relief from its own profligacy.

The town has closed storefronts. Every
conversation eventually touches on the
bad economy. The mayor and council are
trying various plans to help save money.
How could the board be so oblivious?

The teacher unions have cleverly dis-
tilled a beverage, which makes one be-
lieve that the unions are there “for the
kids” and if you oppose their hikes you
are anti-children and anti-education. The
Bd. of Ed. has obviously sipped this po-
tion and professes that their actions are
“for the kids”. If you sip this liquid, you
can tell the bankruptcy judge “you did it
for the kids”.

We must educate the children of
Westfield. Let’s start by teaching them
one can’t spend more than he has.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Every great society throughout history
has had a shelf life. The USA is no excep-
tion.

As I write this, our country is at a
tipping point. The reason being for gen-
erations our elected officials, mainly at
the federal and state level, have spent
without any regard for fiscal responsibil-
ity. As one our greatest leaders once said,
“Government is like a baby: An alimen-
tary canal with a big appetite at one end
and no sense of responsibility at the other.”

What has this continuous recklessness
meant to New Jersey? Our most challeng-
ing fiscal crisis ever.

Like our federal government, New Jer-
sey officials have just kicked the can
down the road, all the while increasing
spending year in and year out. And the tax
burden being put on us by our ever-ex-
panding government has become impos-
sible.

My children attend Westfield Public

Schools, so this new budget being pro-
posed by Governor Christie will impact
my family front and center. But what are
the options given that we have no more
money? Repeat: We have no money.

So, I commend our brave new gover-
nor for facing this matter squarely. It’s
about time. And I wish that President
Obama would take note of what he is
doing here in New Jersey. But as I write
this, Obamacare is on the cusp of being
passed. This is a massive 2,700-page
more-of-the-same budget burden that,
when the history books are written, will
be seen as the point of no return for this
once great nation.

Can Governor Christie lead by example
and have the rest of the nation follow his
plan to stop the spending, debt and bor-
rowing ways that are destroying us? We
all should hope so.

Frank Arena
Westfield Councilman

The town owes a debt of gratitude to
The Westfield Leader and board of educa-
tion candidate [Micth] Slater for pointing
out the bizarre decision by the board to
unnecessarily vote on the teachers’ con-
tract just before finding out what Gover-
nor Christie would propose to deal with a
catastrophic state fiscal situation. What
did they think – that the governor was
going to be Santa Claus?

Any private business that made an un-
necessary, key decision without waiting
for relevant information coming soon,
and which had a serious result for the
organization, would see those respon-
sible in danger of losing their jobs.

Budgeting for a reasonable expecta-
tion of no more than a 15-percent cut in
state aid is an irrelevant excuse when
there was no need to make any decision at
all on the teachers’ contract before Gov-
ernor Christie laid out his plans. In my
opinion, anyone who voted for this con-
tract under these circumstances has dem-
onstrated they lack the fiscal skills neces-
sary for these difficult times.

Now, the board faces about a $3.5
million shortfall in the new budget be-
yond the 15 percent cut in $4.2 million in
state aid they were prepared for. That
could be a big additional increase in prop-
erty taxes or a major cut in services of
possibly 35 teachers. On top of this, if the
state will have 2.5 percent budget caps in
the future, three years of 3.9 percent an-
nual increases in teacher salaries in the
new contract will likely mean that cuts in
teachers, programs, and increases in class
sizes will be issues for the future as well.

There would clearly be an impact on
the children of laying off many teachers.
The obvious solution is to reopen the
teacher’s contract and renegotiate some-
thing consistent with the new realities –
such as a salary freeze for at least a year.
If the union refuses, then we will know
without a doubt exactly how much they
really care about their students or their
peers who could otherwise lose their jobs.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

My family moved to Westfield five
years ago from Long Island, N.Y. We
chose to live here because the school
system was rated one of the top in New
Jersey. We were pleasantly surprised to
learn that Westfield’s school district was
looking to create a centralized kindergar-
ten and our son just entered Lincoln
School’s kindergarten class of 2010.

Westfield’s centralized kindergarten
concept has been in place for two years
and is also the home of Early Childhood
Special Education programs. This type of
early childhood educational center has
benefited young children in many ways.
Everyone working in this school has a
common purpose: working together to
share best practices and ideas on the kin-
dergarten curriculum and programs. The
faculty and administration exhibit a strong
commitment to creating a stimulating
learning environment for our children,
developing all of the programs and as-
semblies with a focus on kindergarteners
and their developmental stages.

I believe this innovative early child-
hood learning approach sets Westfield
apart from most districts. The idea in
practice creates a springboard for the
youngest of students to transition into a
school with children their own age, all of
them adjusting to the public school set-

ting for the first time. From the moment
they walk through the doors (by them-
selves), they learn how to walk hallways,
have recess in a gym, have a locker of
their own, have a classroom and partici-
pate in after-school programs. All this
before they enter the next phase of their
lives: first through fifth grade at the el-
ementary school.

The benefit my son has received from
his initial school experience has proven to
be invaluable. I shudder to think how a
$4.2-million cut to our budget could pos-
sibly allow this type of educational excel-
lence to continue. I know that the board of
education is working hard to minimize
the damage that will be done to our school
district, our children, and our town’s repu-
tation for providing a first-rate education,
by such a huge cut.

The Westfield community cares about
our children’s education. That is why we
moved here. We have not been disap-
pointed. I urge fellow Westfield taxpay-
ers to support the board of education as it
tries to do what it takes to keep the value
of the Westfield education intact. It’s
important to the community and critical
to our children’s future.

Rena Baretz
Westfield

Asking Astronomers to
Pay UCC to Volunteer
‘Doesn’t Make Sense’
I would like to thank Dr. [John] Farrell

and Mr. [Victor] Richel [of Union County
College] for their reply regarding the mat-
ter of Amateur Astronomers, Inc. (AAI)
and Union County College (UCC). They
seem, however, to have an inaccurate
picture of who we are and what we do.

They described AAI as “a private not-
for-profit organization interested in as-
tronomy.” While we are “private” in the
sense of not being part of the UCC fac-
ulty, I want it to be clear that membership
is open to everyone. UCC faculty and
students are among our members. But
membership is not required to attend our
free public meetings and programs. We
are not “private” in the sense of being an
exclusive group.

The distinction is made that “AAI mem-
bers, many of whom are not Union County
residents, have enjoyed the virtual exclu-
sive use of the Observatory.”

UCC has a particular responsibility to
serve Union County residents. The vast
majority of our members and visitors are
from Union County – including myself.
What county our members are from, how-
ever, is of no more consequence to serv-
ing Union County than where the UCC
faculty or administration may reside. We
all serve the people of Union County.

AAI almost never uses the building
between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., leaving it free
for use by UCC’s classes. We conduct our
regular public programs on Fridays, be-
tween 7:30 and 10:30 p.m., when the
college is virtually empty. All other uses,
by the club as a whole or by individual
members, have always been scheduled
around the needs of UCC’s classes, which
take precedence.

In 2006, UCC unilaterally installed a
new swipe card lock system that severely
limited AAI’s access to the observatory.
UCC’s security department controls how
many swipe cards AAI receives despite
the fact some 97 percent of the equipment
and materials within Sperry are AAI’s
property.

Under these circumstances, it seems
inaccurate to describe AAI’s use of Sperry
Observatory as “exclusive” – virtual or
otherwise.

We are sensitive to the fact that budget
cuts and increased enrollments have
placed additional burdens on UCC. This
is why we take pride in the fact that our
support of UCC’s faculty and students are
all free of charge. Indeed, that UCC can
boast an observatory with not one, but
two, research-quality instruments is
thanks to the original financial gift of one
of our members.

Sperry Observatory is UCC’s as-
tronomy lab, and our volunteers have
been available, on demand, to operate the
telescopes whenever UCC’s astronomy
classes have needed them. I’m sure they
would never think of gutting their chem-
istry lab or their biology lab. Especially
one that is staffed for free.

Particularly in the present economic
climate, it is worth looking again at the
numbers. Based upon average salaries for
the kinds of services we perform, it would
cost UCC – conservatively – an extra
$90,000 a year to operate Sperry Observa-
tory and run programs for Union County.

For over 40 years, in accordance with
our agreements, AAI has provided free,
in-kind services in return for UCC’s main-
tenance of the property. Asking AAI to
pay UCC to be allowed to volunteer our
time and expertise doesn’t make sense.

The truth is, AAI and UCC share – and
have shared for a generation – the same
goals of education and service. I under-
stand we are just one of many concerns
the UCC administration must deal with in
hard times. Perhaps they have simply lost
sight of the fact AAI is more than merely
a “private” club of outsiders that only
uses their building.

We have a long and mutually-benefi-
cial relationship. I sincerely hope that Dr.
Farrell and Mr. Richel see that the mis-
sion that brought our two institutions to-
gether remains stronger than what may
now divide us.

Gordon Bond, President
Amateur Astronomers, Inc.

The County of Union Opposes
NJ Senate Bill 201

I would like to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed legislation NJ Sen-
ate Number 201 sponsored by Senator
[Jim] Whelan (Northfield) and co-spon-
sored by Senator [Loretta] Weinberg
(Teaneck). The legislation would require
all local government entities to post all
public documents to the website. While
the legislation is well intended, it would
place an enormous burden on local gov-
ernment entities by imposing a non-funded
state mandate. Many local governments
have neither the technology nor the staff
to implement this program and lack the
funds to acquire same.

Unfortunately, Governor Christie
eliminated the PARIS grant program for
2010-2011, which was a successful
records management grant program aimed
at prioritizing projects, which achieved

greater records accessibility to the public.
This grant would have helped alleviate
the financial burden by providing either
staff, improvements to technological in-
frastructure or even both to local govern-
ment agencies to make this legislation
feasible.

The County of Union supports open
government and accessibility of records
to the public through its implementation
of the Open Public Records Act.

Unless significant funding is provided
by the State to local government entities
to achieve the task set forth in Senate No.
201, the County of Union is opposed to
the legislation.

Nicole DiRado
Clerk of the Board

Union County Freeholder Bd.

County Budget Forum Hopes to Be
Informative, Not A Witch Hunt

This newspaper was asked to moderate a discus-
sion on the Union County budget later this month in
Cranford sponsored by the Union County Watchdog
Association. The county spending plan, $470 mil-
lion, represents 20 percent of local tax bills and totals
$276 million in property taxes.

A county spokesman has criticized our participa-
tion in this discussion, saying the Watchdog group is
not a legitimate organization.

We agreed to moderate this discussion as part of
our examination of the entire property-tax issue
during the current fiscal crisis. We think the public
should be informed. There are operations losing
money such as the Watchung Stables. And we don’t

know the fiscal status of the Trailside Nature and
Science Center, nor do we know whether or not
MusicFest and the Summer Arts Festival breaks
even.

The governor has some say over school and mu-
nicipal budgets by providing aid. School budgets
also must be approved by county superintendents
and then by voters. Who does the county answer to?
Can the county spend as it pleases?

Officials throughout the county, as well as private
citizens, are expected to attend this budget forum, to
be held Wednesday, March 31, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Cranford Municipal Building. It will be televised. It
is our hope that the county will participate.

Governor Christie Calls for BOEs and
Unions to Work Together

“While the budget challenges for
school districts across the state are
significant, they are not insurmount-
able. Achieving the needed savings
and finding budgetary stability will
require all parties to step up, pitch in,
and work toward the common goal of
protecting our educational priorities.

I’m confident this middle road can
be found if school districts and local
education associations come to the
table, find common ground, and act
quickly to find the difficult, but needed
savings in these budgets.

In these difficult economic times,
we cannot afford to overlook savings
that can be achieved through reduc-
tions in administrative and non-educa-
tional spending. The Executive County
Superintendents, in cooperation with
Commissioner [Bret] Schundler, will
be working with school districts to
achieve savings in those areas first.”

Governor Christie called on school
boards and local education associa-
tions to act on the following cost-
savings intitiatives prior to April 3, the
final date by which all school boards
must have their budgets adopted:

1. Implementing a salary freeze for
fiscal year 2011 in all collective bar-
gaining agreements;

2. Requiring that school district em-
ployees make contributions to their
health benefits that equal those required
of State employees under the New Jer-
sey State Health Benefits Program.

These are the types of concessions
and shared sacrifice being asked of all

public employees. Senate Bill 3, signed
into law yesterday, requires a mini-
mum contribution to health benefits no
later than upon the expiration of all
public employee contracts. The new
law will save local taxpayers an esti-
mated $314 million in the coming fis-
cal year. By extending a similar contri-
bution requirement to all public em-
ployees, including those covered by
existing contracts, additional savings
can be achieved and, together with a
one year salary freeze, mitigate any
anticipated property tax increases and
avert cuts to classroom instruction.

Governor Christie has instructed
Education Commissioner Schundler
to issue guidelines to each school dis-
trict to implement this call to action.
These guidelines will provide a frame-
work for districts and bargaining units
to work together, find common ground,
and identify the needed reform and
savings to protect the quality of educa-
tion for New Jersey children.

See More Letters and Candidate
Releases on pages 5, 18, 19 and 20

Union County Manager Comments on Budget
Challenges As a Result of State Aid Reductions

Union County is currently examining
how the governor’s budget will effect our
operations and services. We are looking
at ways of tightening our belts, while
being able to provide important services
and remaining under the state cap.

Ultimately, we are in the same boat as
everyone else, as we are impacted by
approximately $12 million in cuts.

School districts are grappling with the
prospect of widespread layoffs and pro-
gram cuts. The county is not exempt, as
our Vocational Technical School, con-
sidered to be one of the finest institutions
of its type in the nation, had $1 million of
its surplus funds raided by the state and
now have been informed it will suffer an
additional $1-million loss in state aid.
Union County College, likewise, will suf-
fer a $1-million loss in state aid.

The County of Union has learned $4
million was taken out of a prisoner reha-
bilitation program, which has been proven
to reduce recidivism.

The state also raided previously
awarded funds for the redevelopment of
Oakwood Plaza in Elizabeth, leaving
Elizabeth and Union County taxpayers
on the hook for $16 million. As it stands,
the county and Elizabeth taxpayers will

owe $4 million alone this year thanks to
the state raid. The redevelopment would
have provided a safe neighborhood and
new housing for those who need it most.

The county will also endure additional
cuts that will impact Human Services
programs into the community, and also
more than $300,000 from the PARIS ar-
chives and records management grant,
and $300,000 in shared services funding.

In light of this, Union County took
steps last year to close our budget gap and
put county government in a better posi-
tion for this year’s budget. However, these
cuts will place new pressures on county
government.

The types of programs the governor
wants cut and the county provides, are
integral to our residents, and we will work
hard to mitigate wherever feasible.

Make no mistake, there will be some

service reductions and eliminations that
can’t be passed on to taxpayers — and
residents should be prepared to under-
stand these were state-funded cuts.

Through our budget hearings, our di-
rectors will identify these cuts and the
constituencies — our residents — who
will be impacted.

Finally, it should be noted that Gover-
nor Christie has promised to give us the
tools to rein in costs for contracts, pension
benefits, and civil service guidelines. We
eagerly await these details, and we hope
these tools arrive in time for this budget-
ary process. We are ready to evaluate
these proposals and use them to make
government more efficient and cost ef-
fective.

George Devanney
Union County Manager

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

George Devanney, Mngr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org


