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NJSBA Urges Districts
To Reopen Talks

TRENTON — The New Jersey
School Boards Association (NJSBA)
has called on Governor Chris Christie,
the State Legislature, and school
employee unions to support five strat-
egies that will help local school dis-
tricts preserve education programs in
light of $819.5 million in aid cuts.

They recommend districts reopen
contracts to freeze wages; extension
of millionaires’ surcharge for more
one more year; enactment of S-3/A-
2460 to implement employee contri-
butions to health coverage; immedi-
ate approval of the proposed pension/
health benefits reform package; S-3/
A-2460 to require school employees
contribute 1.5 percent of their sala-
ries to the cost of health benefits;
enactment of S-3/A-2460 to require
such contributions in many school
districts, starting next year, and that
the state begin to address the cost of
post-retirement medical benefits. The
legislative package was signed Mon-
day by the governor.

The NJSBA also has called for a
suspension of the Tuesday, April 20
school budget election for 2010 to
allow more time for school districts
to prepare state budgets. Currently,
all districts must have their budgets
finalized for placement on the school
election ballot by April 3.
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Westfield Senior Housing
Proposes Complex In GW

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Last Thursday
night the Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation (WSCH) held a
community meeting announcing their
plans to build a 72-unit apartment
complex for people age 62 and over
on the former St. Anne’s School prop-
erty in Garwood.

WSCH Board President Robert
Conroy said that WSCH is signing
paperwork this week to purchase the
property from St. Anne’s Church. The
school, located along Cedar Street
between Second and Third Avenues,
was closed in 1986. While the school
building and an adjacent convent were
rented out at one time they are cur-
rently vacant.

The proposed development calls
for 71 one-bedroom apartments and
one two-bedroom apartment for a live
in caretaker. There would be 41 park-
ing spaces with access to the parking
lot from both Cedar Street and Third
Avenue. The three-story building is
proposed at 38 feet from the first
floor to the top with a brick and stucco
façade. While the project would have
to gain planning board approval, Mr.
Conroy said WSCH hopes to break
ground in 2011 and expect the project
to take 12 months to complete.

WSCH will be putting together a
community committee to continually
get input from residents and intends
to have members of the Garwood
community on their board. Mr.
Conroy said WSCH is “not here to
shove anything down anybody’s throat
(because) that sort of development
doesn’t work.”

Because the property is currently
owned by St. Anne’s no property taxes
are paid to the borough. WSCH would
make Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT), and Mr. Conroy made com-
mitments to donate to local organiza-
tions such as the volunteer first aid
squad and fire department.

WSCH is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion and currently owns and operates
two buildings on Boynton Avenue in
Westfield. They intend to apply for
funding from the United States De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD), which will subsi-
dize rent for its residents.

According to WSCH Executive
Director Ruth Smith, the average rent
in the Westfield building is $350 a
month, including utilities. She ex-
plained that the amount of rent each
person is charged is based on their
gross income, less medical expenses.
That net number is then multiplied by
30 percent and divided by 12 in order

to reach the monthly rent amount.
She said that the market rate rent on a
Westfield apartment is $1,200 a
month.

During the two-hour meeting the
crowd gathered asked questions rang-
ing from aesthetics to waiting lists for
apartments. The apartments will not
be limited to Garwood residents, but
Mr. Conroy said that, from his expe-
rience in Westfield, most of the appli-
cants either are or were residents, or
have family nearby.

Board of Education member Linda
Koenig questioned the possible im-
pact on school enrollment if all of the
residents of the new complex sold
their homes in Garwood and young
families moved in.

While they cannot begin accepting
applications for the apartments until
after construction is completed,
WSCH staff members took the names
of interested parties at the end of the
meeting for a mailing list to remain
informed about the project.

State Cuts Include $10 Mil.
For County Operations
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County is
looking at cuts of $12 million in state
funding in this year’s proposed $469-
million budget. Among the programs
cut are Welfare-to-Work money used
to transport Rahway residents to their
jobs at the Watchung Square Mall on
Route 22 and the Public Archives and
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) Program.

County Manager George Devanney
said the county would lose $4 million
from the Prisoner Rehabilitation Pro-
gram for the county jail, $16 million
in “previously awarded” funds for
the redevelopment of Oakwood Plaza
in Elizabeth, a payment of $4 million,
which,  he said, would now fall on the
backs of Union County and Elizabeth
taxpayers this year. He said the
county’s Vocational-Technical School
faces a $1-million cut in the 2010-
2011 budget on top of having its
“surplus funds raided” earlier this
year.

“It’s becoming clear to many that
the proposed cuts are no more than a
pass-along burden to county and
municipal governments, as well as
boards of educations,” County Man-
ager George Devanney said. “The
wrecking ball taken to government,
education and transportation pro-
grams will fall largely on the backs of
commuters, soccer moms, dads, single
parents, seniors with drug prescrip-
tions, and may ultimately impact our
children’s future and quality of life.”

“The state cuts are going to place
new pressures on county govern-
ment,” he said. “Make no mistake,
some of these cuts are going to result
in service reductions and some of
these cannot be passed onto taxpay-
ers.”

In a letter to newspapers, Free-
holder Clerk Nicole DiRado said the
PARIS grant was “a successful
Records Management Grant Program
aimed at prioritizing projects, which
achieved greater records accessibil-
ity to the public.” The county re-
ceived $1.01 million in 2005, $1.05
million in 2006, $739,700 in 2007,
$184,000 in 2008, and $333,000 in
2009 in PARIS grant money.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said the county’s surplus has grown
30 percent to $28.5 million over the
past year, $24 million of which was
placed in this year’s budget to offset
taxes. Last year, the county put $18.5
million of its $22-million surplus in
the budget as a revenue item. Mr.
Caroselli said the county tradition-
ally uses 80 to 84 percent of its sur-

plus in the budget.
“I would love to be able to keep

half of the surplus (out of the budget)
but that is really not fair to the taxpay-
ers,” he said.

He said the county was able to gain
additional revenues from Runnells
Specialized Hospital, from renting
out beds at the juvenile detention
center in Linden to the federal gov-
ernment, by picking up an additional
half-million dollars from the Sheriff’s
Department, and additional insurance
reimbursements.

“Basically, what we were able to
do is come in with $14 million of
additional revenues over what was
anticipated in 2009,” Mr. Caroselli
said.

He said the county’s deficit de-
clined from $24 million at the start of
budget discussions in 2009 to $18
million this year.

Freeholder Angel Estrada ex-
plained that the county “relies” on
remaining surplus monies for its op-
erations “otherwise we would have to
go out and bond some money.”

Director of Corrections (DOC)
Brian Riordan said the Education
Services Program cut in the state bud-
get helps fund education in the area of
alcoholism, substance abuse and an-
ger management at a facility in New-
ark for some 150 inmates to help
them avoid being returned to jail in
the future. He said the county funded
$6.2 million last year for the program
but only utilized $4 million, all funded
through the state budget.

“That was one of the drastic cuts
from the governor’s budget and we
are going to have to live with that,”
Mr. Riordan said. He said by “scaling
that program back” the county’s in-
mate population at the county jail in
Elizabeth would increase.

He said the jail’s kitchen will un-
dergo a renovation this summer
whereby the county will use
foodservice operations at the Essex
and Hudson County jails.
Foodservice represents $1.5 million
of the DOC’s $13-million budget
(excluding salaries) for 2,700 meals
per day at a cost between $1.12 and
$1.33 per meal. Mr. Riordan said the
renovation would be completed in
four months. Another $6.1 million is
budgeted for overtime for correc-
tions officers, down $300,000 from
last year, in addition to $24.2 million
in salaries for a total DOC budget of
$43.4 million.

The budget meetings conclude to-
night from 4-7 p.m. in the Freeholders
Meeting room in the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.
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CF Lauds Police, Fire,
DPW for Storm Efforts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfiield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Mayor Mark Smith
and members of the township commit-
tee lauded the efforts of local emer-
gency services personnel and other
municipal departments for their efforts
during the March 13 to 14 rainstorm
that the mayor said dumped nearly
seven inches of rain on Cranford.

At Tuesday’s committee meeting,
the mayor said the township was “very
fortunate” in that at the height of what
he described as a “very unpredict-
able” storm the Rahway River crested
“at the very top of the dikes.” After
thanking the Police and Fire Depart-
ments and the Public Works Depart-
ment for their efforts, the mayor
thanked the Red Cross and the Or-
ange Avenue School, where a shelter
was set up for several residents forced
from their homes.

Commissioner David Robinson
said the police and fire departments,
as well as public works personnel,
“worked very hard to keep us safe”
during the two-day storm. He said
police had answered 282 calls, per-
formed eight rescues and evacuated
homes in town. The fire department
responded to 153 calls and also per-
formed a “swift water rescue in the
river.” Public works personnel put in
212 man-hours during the weekend,
Mr. Robinson said. He added that 850
to 1,000 homes were affected by the
storm and said that federal and state
emergency management officials
were in Cranford this week “gather-
ing information” to help determine
whether or not the town will be eli-
gible for emergency funding related
to expenses incurred during the storm.

In other business, Commissioner
Mark Dugan said the committee was
continuing its meetings on the munici-
pal budget, which he expects to be
finalized in “coming weeks.” The com-
mittee will take into account a 20.4-
percent cut in state aid announced last
week. The $3.646 million that Cranford
received in 2009 will be cut by nearly
$746,000 this year, to $2.9 million.

Mr. Dugan also introduced four
ordinances that will repeal four spe-
cific personnel management-related
ordinances. The ordinances deal with
holidays of the township, municipal
office closings on holidays, obser-
vances of religious holidays and the
celebration of holidays while an em-
ployee is on vacation. Public hear-
ings on the four ordinances will be
held on April 27.

Mayor Smith noted that last week-
end the police department had escorted
a military serviceman returning from
the Middle East to his home in
Cranford, and he called it a “great
homecoming.” Police met the service-
man at the border and guided him to
his home, the mayor said. Mayor Smith
added that he is interested in compil-
ing a list of others from Cranford who
are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan so
that similar homecomings can be or-
ganized, when appropriate.

Commissioner Robinson con-
gratulated police chief Eric Mason
for his presidency of the New Jersey
State Association of Chiefs of Police
in June. Mr. Robinson also an-
nounced that the municipal court’s
session will shift to Wednesdays at
5:30 p.m. starting on June 1. Driving
while intoxicated sessions will be
held at noon on Tuesdays.

ALMOST THERE…Westfield United Fund campaign co-chairs Charlie Weidman
and Jennifer Jaruzelski take the fundraising thermometer up to 95 percent of
goal. The agency hopes to reach its $650,000 mark by April 30. The fund
distribution committee is currently meeting to review grant requests from its 19
member agencies. To contribute, call (908) 233-2113 or see  westfieldunitedfund.org.


